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is to aſſiſt in ſome Meaſure, Ae reli 
ing of one of the moſt noble and ele- 


8 Entertainments the Mind is capable of 


receiving, or the Public has to boaſt of. By 
the Fire of the Poet's Imagination, or by the 
unwarrantable Licence, the Actors have aſ- 
ſumed of curtailing the Piece, the Audience 
is very often at a Loſs to comprehend thoſe 
antecedent Circumſtances and Purſuits, by 
which every principal Character is influenced 
and which muſt naturally induce ſuch Ef- 
fects, as on the riſing of the Curtain we ſee 
ruſh forth into Action. We flatter our- 
ſelves, this Deficiency will be ſupplied here; 
the Hiſtory of each being traced to its Ori- 
gin, brought down to the opening of the 
Scene, ant carried to the Cataſtrophe. Every 
Character is explained, and no material In- 
cident omitted, ſo that the whole appears 
one regular and continued narrative ; and a 


very little Time employed in the peruſal | 
of any particular Play, gives the Reader, 


that juſt and perfect Idea of it, which the 


ſeeing it, though ever ſo often, may fail 
to do, 


We 


| * E. Deſign of, the following 2 
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We have had another — 7 in this At- 


tempt, which we hope win be anſwered; 


that is, to furniſh a moral and entertaining 
Amuſement for ſuch as have neither Op- 
portunity to ſee Plays, nor leiſure to read 
them: And in this little Compendium, tis 


poſſible, ſuch Perſons will find ſufficient to 


give them an Idea of the moſt celebrated, 
that when they happen to be the Topic 
of Converſation, the Reader may be able 
to reliſh at leaſt, if not join in the Argu- 


ment. 
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Wir On Ceſar Mark 1 Kid ren- 


dered themſelves Maſters of the World, an inſati- 
able Ambition in the one, and an Impatience of. Controll 3] 
in the other, in a ſhort- Time diſſolved that Ugian between 
them, which had ſo much contributed to their Greatneſs.” 
Odavius was ſubtil and deſigning, ' Autam free from all 4 
Diſguiſe, open, fincere, and ſo much addicted to follow” 
wherever his Paſſions led him, that the other was eaktly > 
furniſhed with Pretences for Cenſure ; but ihe moſt 3 
fible of all, and that which moſt incenſed the Raman Peg. , 3 
ple againſt him was, that having married Oda ia Siſter 
to Cæſar, and a Lady of great Virtues, he had haſely de. 
ſerted her, and infatuated with the Charms of Glopatre 
had retired. to Egypt, where he lived a maſt voluptuous 
Life, unactive, and regardleſs of the Commonwealth; a 
of his own Honour. O&avirs at firſt: reminded him f 4» 
the Injuſtice he was guilty of, in the moſt:gentls | aud Vn 
ſoothing Terms, but yet ſuch as had a Meaning couched: 
under their ſeeming "{ncothnefs, which he knew would 
have all the Efecrof a Reproach. Antony could ill brock 6 # | 
this Treatment, and in his Turn remonſtrated, that in hi? 
Abſence he had diſplaced all ſuch as he knew were _ 
affected to bim, and-diſpoſed the-Provinces ſolely:amoj 
Creatures of his own. Many Meſſages of this Kind 
not pals till an open Rupture enſued: A War was — hee ry 
between the two Emperors, and Oda vin: weit into Ee 
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eren —_ « powerful Army. wn of- > 
Claapatra, 
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[21] 
Cleopatra, Antony choſe to truſt his fortune a Sea. fight; 
where, in the Heat of the Battle that Princeſs being ſright- 
| ed, order'd her Galiey to turn back with che ſixty others 
b appointed for her Guard; this Flight made a Breach in 
| the Line, by which the Enemy broke in, and ſo diſorder- 
| ed the whole Fleet that they were eaſily defeated. This 
was the memorable Battle of :44:um, which as it but a 
ſhort Tiche preceded the Death of Antony, the Author 
chuſes to begin his Play with the Confuſion of Mind, in 
which ſo great a Man muſt neceſſarily be involved imme- 
diately after an Orerthrow that compleated the Loſs of 
all his Hopes. 
| But irremediable, as his Misfortune ſeemed, our excel - 
| lent Poet has found a Way to offer him a Relief, wou'd 
Love have permitted him to accept it. Ventidius, his Lieu- 
| tenant in the Eaſt, and the moſt brave and experienced of 
all his Generals, arrives in Egypt, to let him know that 
twelve Feteran Legions are ready to conquer or die for 
him; and beſeeches him to repair to Syria, where they 
wait his Approach. Here Love and Glory occaſion a 
moſt terrible Conflict in the Hero's Breaſt ; he longs to 
retrieve his Honour, and to be revenged on Cz/ar, but 
cannot think of quitting C/copatra, eſpecially at a Time 
when their common Enemy is at her Gates, and her only 
Conſolation is his Preſence. The Reaſons, however, urg'd 
by Ventidius, and the Confideration how little his Stay 
will contribute to her Safety, at length determine him to 
go, and he is ſending to inform her of his Reſolution, + 
when ſhe appears and ſhews him a Writing, ſigned by 
Oda vius, wherein he offers to ſecure her Crown and Li- 
berty, provided ſhe will give up Antony, This fatal Proof 
of her Love and Conſtancy, joined to that Beauty, which 
had ſo long enſlaved his Soul, in a Moment triumphs over 
all the Arguments of Ventidius, and nothing can now pre- 
vail on him to leave Egyet. But to ſhew that he was not 
altogether forgetful of what was owing to his Character, 
with the few Legions he had yet remaining, he makes a 
Sally, in which he was fo ſucceſsful as to drive Cæſar to a 
greater Diſtance from the Town, and put 5000 of his Men 
to the Sword. / Ventidius remonſtrates that this little Vic- 
tory can be of no other Advantage to him than to pro- 
cure aanore honourable a. Antony is feaſible of this 


. Wn Truth, 


—_ 
Truth, but cannot ſubmit to make the firſt Offer; the 


; 
- General then informs him that Dolabella, his moſt loved 
$ and truſted Friend, has ſent a Meſſenger with News from 
n Ceſar's Camp: Orders are given for his being introduced, 
and the Emperor is pleafingly furpriſed with the Sight of 
s Dolabella himſelf, who aſſures him he may have Terms 
a befitting his Honour and his Dignity to accept. A Change 
r WU ſo unexpected in OZavizs's Nature can ſcarce be credited 
n by Antony ; till the other confirms it by Imprecations, 
- and tells him the Perſon who has wrought this Wonder is 
f his Companion in this Viſit, and waits but his Permiſſion 
to appear; Antony is impatient to expreſz his Gratitude to 
- this unknown Friend, and Dolabella immediately intro 
d duces Odavia and her two Children. The Sight of a — 
- Wife ſo ill treated by him, and to whom he was ſo muck 
f obliged, fills Antony with Shame and Confufton ; but the 
it Sweetneſs of her Behaviour removes all thoſe Scruples that 
T conſcious Guilt and the Diſdain of being outdone in Ge 
y neroſity had raiſed in him: He is now convinced, or at 
a leaſt believes' himfelf fo, that true Happineſs is only 
0 to be found in virtuoas Love, reſolves to quit Cleopatra” 
t for ever, and to be reconciled t Cæſar: He diſpatches" 
8 Doꝛlabella, to acquaint the Queen with his Determimatſon, 
y and gives Orders that every Thing may be got ready, for 
d his Departure the next Day. Cleopatra is by her Eunuch 
y Alexis informed of all that has paſſed, and meeting O24- 
o via in the Palace is fo piqqued by che juſt Diſdaſn with, 
„5 which that Lady treats her, that ſhe feſolves to omit no-—- 
7 thing which may retain, n/2xy, tho" ta the Ruin of them 
. both; and by the Advice of Alexis receives Dolabella, 
f who ſhe kpows' once loved bur, in ſüch 4 Mannet as re- 
h kindles his former Flames, gives him Hopes of à Return, 
r and perceiving Yentidius and Octavia coming towards 1 
"= them, behaves tg him fo as to leave neither of them 
13 Room to doubt that Antony was already forgotten by her. 
r, Fhey preſently carry the Tidings of this ſeeming fncon- 
2 ſtancy to Antony, and dwell on the Unworthinefs of ſuch 
a a Woman, ſomewhat more than the Delicavy of-the Sub- 
n ject Would bear, The Emperor is offended, looks on all 2 
n they ſay as the Effect of Malice, till Alexis, purfagnt to 
| the Plot laid between him and Cl-opatra, enters aud n- 
* firms the Truth of What he has been told. GE now =} 
* 2992 | B 2 . k triumphs 
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n in bis Canviftion, exerts the wife too much, 
reſents the little Credit he gave id her Report, and the, 
Concern he expreſſes for the Queen's ty: this. 
touches Antony to the Quick, his natural 8 of 
Reproof, his unextingaiſhed Paſſion for 2 and her 
ſuppoſed Falſhood baniſh, from his, Bre ofiderati- 
We of Intereſt, Honour, Fame, Grate, or uty ; he 

covers. all the Emotions of his Soul; Octavia 
Aist herſelf now doubly affronted, 2 dipairing ever 

to reclaim his Heart, reſolves to make no farther Efforts, 

but leave him to his Fate, and returns, in Spite of all 

Fentigins can urge. to ſtay. her, to her Brower) s Camp. 

After her De — by Cleopatra and Dalabrlla endeavour. 

| to clear 2 ves to Antony; but his Jealouſy is not to 

| be removed, and he vows never to ſee. either of them 


more; Cæſar in the mean Time, incenſed at this ſecond, 
Provocation, leads up his Army to the City Walls, the 
Egyptian Navy betray'd by Bribes or Cowardice join that 
of the Enemy, and the Land Forces too weak for De- 
Fence, ſuffer his Approach without Reſiſtance, ; | futany; 
ine capitulate, to avoid being taken, deſires Fan- 
tidlius to kill him; but that noble Raman contents himſelf 
with ſhewing him the Wa ay by falling on his o- Sword. 
Antony follows his Example, and Cleopatre with two of 
her Women poiſon themſelves with Aſps ; which, fad Ca- 
taſtrophe demonſtrates to us how little Beauty or Wit, 


Valour or Greatneſs habe to, to protect us in indulging a 
8 Paſſion REO ade ang DM 4 16s H5f te, 
uh Wan an an 


AL u . 


ACOMEDY. neg gr 


W467 3 0146091 
. 

4.44 4 1 Ah * 

. 13 CIP TH TT" W 

55 Mr. ons. Jounzon, | O's 


© 
- 

, * 1 Dee, 1 * 

— 4 — — 9 0 9 — = N 

. 


1 Scenery of this Play 3 is 3 to the Houſe. 
of Mr. Lowexvit, a Gentleman of Fortune, Who 
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great Plague, had left the Care of his Houſe and Forni- 
tare to Jeremy his Butler. This Fellow was naturally 
Knaviſh and Cunning, and falling into the Acquaintatice 
of Dol! Common, a Woman of the Town, and Subiih, 
prerended Alcbymiſt and Conjurer, 7 three contrive a 
Stratagem to cheat believing Fools. Sas is placed in 
one of Lowewit's fineſt Apartments, and Jeremy, under 
the Name of Captain Face, and dreſſed 
frequents all publick Places, where he cries up the Repu- 
tation of Dr. Subeil, and paſſes him on the Town, as a 
Perſon who had acquired the Secret of the Philofopher's 
Stone, and had withall the Command of Spirits. At 
Home he acts the Part of his Servant, and ſeems conti- 
nually employed in Chymical Preparations ; © while Doll 
ſeryes them both, as Cook, Houſekeeper, and Bedfellow. 
Sir Epicure Mammon'ls a filly, lewd, bat very rich Knight; 
him they ſo well deceive with the Affurance of obtaining 
for him the Power of , dr) Kind of Metals into 
Gold, that he not uy furniſhes them With Money 8 
carry on the Work, bat ſends them in great Stores © 
Silver, Braſs, Tron, and Pewter, Samar and Tribula- 
row, two Elders of the Fanatick Sekt, ſtrip their-Congre- 
gations to ſapply the Furnace in the ſame Hope, Dap- 
per, à Lawyer's Clerk, grinds his Clients for Preſents ta 


e an 


the wonderful Dr. Subril, to procure him a familiar Spi- 
it, by whoſe Aſſiſtance he might be lucky in Gaming, 


Abel Drugger, a Tobacco-Man does nothing without his 
Advice, and never aſks it under a broad Piece. Kaftrill, 
a young Gentleman lately come of Ape, rich, but ex- 
tremely Shallow, ſhowers down his Gold to learn to huff 
and quarrel with a good Grace, and brings Dame Pliant, 
— er, a well jointur'd young Widow, to know her 
tune. 8 | | 
Thus far the Cheat is carried on with the utmoſt Suc- 
cefs, and neither the Doctor nor Captain are ſuſpected 
for other than Sy _ bill Sir Phi Mammon, uns- 
ble to conceal his Trunſport, acquaints Sry, his intimate 
Friend, with the extraordinary good Fortune he imagin-3 
himſelf juſt ready to be poſſeſſed of, and brings him to 
fee how near the Work is to Perfection. Surly is a Man 
of a quick Apprehenſion, and knows the World enough 
to perceive the Impoſture : He preſently endeavours to 
B 3 - convince 


[6] 
convince. Sir Epicure, that he has to do with Villains: 
Subtil and Feremy are no leſs quick · ſighted to their own 
Danger, and to prevent it dreſs up Do// like a Lady of 
Quality, whom Jeremy, ſeemingly unknown to the Doc- 
tor, ſhews to Sir Epicure as the Siſter. of a great Lord, 
brought thither to be cured of a Diſorder in her Brain, 
occaſioned by too much Application to Learning. Her 
Beauty, ſuppoſed Quality, and fine Parts ſo infatuate the 
Knight that he becomes moge in the Power of his Deceivers 
than before, and will not give the leaſt Ear to the Re- 
monſtrances of his Friend Surly. Surly on the other Hand, 
reſolving to give: Proofs of what he can % only deliver 
on Suſpicion,” diſguiſes himſelf in the Habit of a Spanis 
Count, gets acquainted with Captain Face, and is by him 
introduced to Subtil; as he does not part freely with his 
Money, they judge a Female Temptation the ſureſt Way 
to make him more liberal, and Dall being at that Time 
engaged with Sir Epicure, agree to bring Dame Pliant 
into his Company, tho' they had juſt _ been ready 
to quarrel which of themſelves ſhould have her. But the 
common Intereſt prevailing, the Doctor prepares her for 
the Meeting, by telling her it is her Fate to marry a Spa» 
ni Count: Her fooliſh Brother commands her to be 
218 and Surly takes her into a private Room, where 

e relates to her the whole Trick intended to be put upon 
her, aſſures her he ſcorns to take Advantage of their 
Villainy, and defires ſhe will conſider of the Generoſity 
he has ſhewn, and reward his honourable Pzflion by 
making him her Huſband. Before ſhe has Time to re- 
Ply, Subtil and Face, come to them, and finding the ſup- 
poſed Count ſtill unwilling to give them any Money, fall 
to rifling his Pockets, on which he diſcovers himſelf, 
and they are in the utmoſt Confuſion. But Face imme- 
diately bethinking himſelf what is beſt to do, runs into 
the next Room and tells Kaftril/ that his Siſter and the 
Doctor have been both abuſed, that Surly is an Impoſtor 
ſent by another Conjurer, in ſpite to Subtil, and aſſures 
him the real Count will come in an Hour at fartheſt. 
Kaftrill on this takes his Siſter from Surly, and Abel Drug- - 

er and Ananias coming at the ſame Time, both fall on 
ks: and oblige him to quit the Houſe. WAA OY 
a: {ents brow They 


him. His Diſcourſe convinces Lowewit of the Impoſture 


[ 7 1 
They now again begin to revel in Security, when 
Lovewit comes unexpectedly to Town, the Neighbours 
inform him that great Reſort has been to his Houfe in 


his Abſence, he knocks at the Door; but Jeremy having 
ſeen him from the Window does not open the Door till 


* Subtil and he have concluded what to do; at length 


having thrown off his Diſguiſe, he lets his Maſter in; 
but before the Door can be ſhut, Sir Epicure, Surly, Ana- 
nias, Kaftrill and Dapper endeavour to preſs in. Surly 
has informed Sir Epicure of all he diſcovered when in his 
Diſguiſe ; he now believes him, and comes in Hope of 
being revenged. Ananias, Kaſtrill, and Abel Drugger 
hearing this Story are no leſs enraged : Lovewit knows 
not what to think; but Jeremy finding no other Way tells 


him there is a rich handſome Widow in the Houſe, who 


would make him a good Wife ; on which he refuſes 
Entrance to the Complainers, and having-ſhut them out, 
oes into a Parlour where Dapper is diſcovered in an odd 
oſtare, waiting for the Queen of Fairies to appear to 


that has been carried on, however he pardons Jeremy, and 

ſuffers Subtil and Doll to make their Eſcapes for the Sake 
of Dame Pliant, whom he likes, and ſoon perſwades to 
marry him. Sir Epicure Mammon, Surly, Ananias, Ka- 
firill, and Abel Drugger return with Officers to break 
open the Doors; but Lowexwit lets them quietly in: they 
ſearch for the Impoſtors, but none being found, (for Je- 
remy out of his Diſguiſes, as Captain Face, or the Doo- 
tor's Man, was utterly unknown to any of them,) they are 


obliged to content themſelves with lamenting their own 


Credulity and Avarice. 
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A Certain Dake, but of what Place the Poet . not 
thought fit to inform us, having been diſpoſſeſs d of 
Sis Territories by his younger Brother, retired to a Foreſt 
«called Arden, where many Nobles and other Perſons of 
Condition followed him, as diſdaining to live in Sub- 
Jection to the Uſurper. Among the latter was 7aques, a 
Man of Senſe, Virtue and Compaſſion, but ſomewhat 
'Oynical, and a kind of Satiriſt on the ravities of 


Human Nature. The Duke was far from _ his 
Misfortunes impatiently ; and, endeavouring to his 
Time with his Companions as as the! Place 


they were in would admit, made even the Sullenneſs of 
Fagques contribute to keep up the good Hamour of his 
little rural Court. 
Not ſo his Brother, who tho' i Policſion” of the 
 forereign. Power, encompaſſed by a Train of Sycophants, 
and fecurely rioting in all his wild Ambition aim'd at, 
*was- nofwithftanding gloomy and diſcontented : He had 
not within himſelf the Materials for Happineſs, and 
therefore vainly ſought it from without. T'he greateſt 
Ornaments of his Court were the Princelles Culia and 
Roſalind, the one his own, the other Daughter of the 
- baniſhed Duke. An exact Parity of Diſpoſition created 


ſo tender a Friendſhip between theſe amiable Couſins, » 
that the Uſurper finding he could not make Ro/alind 

ſhare her Father's Fate, without depriving Ce/ia of the f 
whole Satisfaction of her Life, ſuffered his paternal 1 
Tenderneſs to get the better of all other Conſiderations, 


and on his driving the Duke from his Dominions, he po 

mitted her to remain at Court. 
Among the Men, none of his Rank made a greater 
Figuie than Oliver du Bois: He was the eldeſt _ 
o 


| bis Fortune, cohceived fo inveterate a. H 


his uncommon Strength and Agility, that Report gave 


ö . 5 h 7% g * 1 
of x Gentleman, who for his many Virtues, particulas, 
ly an inviolable Attachment to his Iawfal Prince, was 
both admired and loved when living, and revered when 


dead; Oliver, however, inherited not his Virtues, or 


they were buried in him, as well as in many others, 


through the Corruption of the Times, He could not 


think of exchanging a magnificent Palace for a Cottage 
in the Woods ; and Loyatty to a Sovereign out of 
Power, ſeem'd to him but empty Air, when the Grati- 
fication of his Pride or Avarice came into the Balance. 
Nor had natural Affection any more Weight with him; 
he had a younger Brother, called Orlando, endued with 
many a Qualifications, but was denied by him the 
Means of improving them, as well as of a large Fortune 
left him by their, Father, Who unhappily bad not enqugh 
ſtudied the Temper of his Heir, to know how unfit he 
was to be entruſted with any more than What he Was 
born to enjoy, and on his Death committed the Care 
of this Orlando, as well as of a third Son named Faques 
entirely to him. et Eo HECK 
There was alſo in Oliver, beſides n unbounded 
Haughtineſs, and ap inſatiable Covetouſnets, 3 certain 
Mixture of Envy, Which made him unable 20 ſu 
the Sight of a Brother, who in ſpite of the lite Bala 
cation he gave him, ſhone ſuperior .to. him in every 
Accompliſhment becoming of his Sex and Birth. He 
therefore never ſuffered him to come to Court, but 
obliged him to live at a ſmall, Country Seat he had. 
ſome Diſtance from the Town; and on the young Gen- 
tleman's repining at his Uſage, and beginning to and 


- 


that 9 8 of nothing but how to get rid of him 
without Noiſe. PII 39 4 
Things are in this Poſition at the opening of the 
Play, and one of the firſt Scenes our excellent Authar 


preſents us with, contains an Incident nd leſs mater! 
than intereſting, becauſe from that ariſes almoſt all the 
others which ſo pleaſingly, engage the Attention of An 


Audience. 50 | * acer 
There was a Wreftler called Char les, ſo celebrated far 


him out us Invincible ; and Frederick, the then reign- 


to him, 
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ing, Duke, having a Curioſity to ſee whether he deſerved 


the Character given of him, commanded he ſhould give 
a Proof of his Dexterity in his Preſence. This ſeemed 


a fit Opportunity for O/iver to perpetrate the cruel De- labe 
ſign he had formed againſt his Brother ; accordingly he tin 
fires the young Orlando, with the Fame of this Wreſtler, Orc 
and the Honour it would be to any one who ſhould Fre 
have the good Fortune to overcome a Man who had | and 
the Reputation of being unconquerable : There needed reſ 
no more to make him gladly undertake the Combat, ave 
and Oliver having ſo far ſucceeded, privately engages lin 
Charles to ſhew no mercy to his Antagoniſt, when he Br: 
got him in his Power (as that ſeemed out of Queſtion) an 


ut to give him, if poſſible, a mortal Graſp. 


ce 
"Orlando, Who little ſuſpected any ſuch foul Play, th 
= went fearleſs to make Trial of his Skill, and had the by 
Succeſs to throw this ſecond Hercules in Preſence of the th 
"Duke, the Princeſſes, and a numerous Court. As his of 
"Youth, on his firſt Appearance, againſt ſo formidable an 
Oppoſer, excited the Pity of the whole Aſſembly, ſo by 
did his Strength and Dexterity, when he became Victor, at 
fl them with Aſtoniſnment and Admiration. Every t 
one was curious to know who be was, for, as has t 
been before obſerved, he was quite a Stranger at the p 
Palace, and on being informed' he was a Son of the c 
brave deceaſed Sir Rowland, their Wonder at his Cou- f 
rage ' diminiſhed, but their Reſpe& increaſed, Duke 0 
Frederick however, liked him not the brit having : 
been before informed by Oliver, that his Principles 
were not of a Nature which could be very Feen 1 
an Uſurper ; but the Princeſſes were charmed with | 


Aim, particularly Ro/alind, whoſe Heart from the firſt 

Moment of his Entrance took Part with him, and 

| wiſhed him the Succeſs he found, He was no leſs 

| Tranſported at the Sight of her, and 'tis probable, that 

the Paſſion ſhe inſpired him with contributed not a little 
5 make him exert himſelf, y{q as to be worthy of her/ 

otice. 8 „„ r nn 

. * * Immediately after this, Duke Frederick being in- 

formed by ſome of his Spies, that the People began 

very much to pity , Roſalind, and that her Beauty, 
and the ſweetneſs of her Behaviour reminding them of 
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the Injuries her Father ſuſtained occaſioned Murmur - 
ings among them, reſolves to baniſh: her: Celia in 
vain remonſtrates the Cruelty of ſuch a Sentence, and 
labours by Tears and Prayers a Revocation ; he con- 
tinues inexorable, and the poor Princeſs receives an 
Order for her ſpeedy Departure. The Daughter of 
Frederick now teſtifies the Greatneſs of her Friendſhip, 
and as ſhe cannot prevail to keep her at her Court, 
reſolves to become the Companion of her Exile. To 
avoid Accidents, it is agreed between them, that Ræſa- 
lind ſhall take the Habit of a Man, and paſs for the 
Brother of Celia, who diſguiſed herſelf as a Country Maid; 
and when every Thing was prepared, on the Night pre- 
ceding the Day prefixed for the Departure of Ro/alind, 


Ys they privately quitted the Palace, and. attended only 
be by a Clown, who was a kind of Jeſter retained for 
he the Diverſion of the Court, took the Road to the Foreſt 
/>g of Arden. 8 51 1 

ry Oliver, in the mean time, who had been ready ta 
ſo burſt with Rage and Envy at his Brother's Succeſs, 
Es and the Diſappointment of his own Villainy, [reſolves 
* to ſet on fire that Wing of the Houſe. where his Bro- 
* ther lodged, in order to burn him in his Bed; but 
- Adam, an old Servant in the Family, diſcovers the 
* eruel Deſign, informs Orland, of it, adviſes him to fly 
4 from ſo unnatural a Brother, gives him five hundred 


4 crowns that he has hoarded during his long Service, 
8 and ha convinced him of the Danger of continuing 
4 there, 8 along with him, to give if poſſible, yet Rill 
< greater Proofs of his Love and Duty. The Time of 
a their Flight happened to be the ſame with that of the 
b Princeſſes, and Frederick, in the Extremity of his Rage 
l at miſſing his Daughter, ſtrictly examining all whom. 
' thought could give him any Account of the Motives of 
b her going, was informed by ſome of the Ladies, that 
7 they had heard the two Princeſſes extremely laviſh of 
| their Praiſes on the young Wreſtler who had got the 
better of Charles, on which it ſeemed probable he might 
be partaker of their Flight. Meſſengers were there- ' 

fore ſent to the Houſe of Oliver, to demand Or/ande, 

but they returning with an Account that he was gone, 
; confirm'd the Suſpicion of his being with them. O. 


* 
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ver on this is e with being acceſſary to his 
Efeape, his whole Eſtate ſeized on, and himſelf con · 
demned to Baniſhment, if within a Year he does not 
produce Orlando: It was in vain he proteſted his In- 
nocence, Frederick was not be appeaſed, and he was 
_ obliged to ſet out on a Search altogether hopeleſs, now 
iencing in his own Perſon thoſe Hardſhips to which 
he had reduced his Brother, made yet infinitely heavier 
by a Load of Guilt. | = 
Orlando, and the Faithful Companion of his Flight 
had now reached the wide Foreſt of Arden, where wan- * 
dering without any other Suſtenance than ſuch as the 
wild Woods afforded, they are near periſhing for Want, 
eſpecially Adam, whoſe great Age ſtood more in need 
of Refreſhment. The grateful Orlando almoſt deſperate 
with his Griefs for the Calamity of a Perſon who vo- 
kimtarily plunged into it merely through his Affection 
for him, leaves him laid under the Shadow of a Tree, 
while he ranges about in ſearch of Food. Conducted 
by his good Fortunes, he comes to the very Place 
where the baniſhed Duke and his little Court are juſt 
going to dine. The preſent Extremity of his Condition 
took from him the Power either of examining what 
kind of Perſons he ſaw in that deſert Place, dr of con- 
fidering in what Manner it became a Petitioneg to ſpeak : 
He runs in among them, forbids them to eat till he has 
had a Share; but the Civility of their Depagtment, and 
obliging Anſwers, bringing him to ſome ben. 
he entreats their Pardon and Compaſſion for” himſelf 
and Friend, and they aſſuring him of a hearty Welcome, 
he brings Adam, now too feeble to walk, upon his Back, 
and they fit down to ſatisfy their Hunger. On his diſco- 
. vering himſelf to be the Son. of Sir Row/and du Bois 
the Duke embraces him, and permits him and the faith- 
ful Adam to encreaſe the Number of his Retinde, till 
Times ſhall change for the Advantage of them all. 
Orlando now ſafe from the Cruelty of his Brother, 
begins to think on Roſalind, and little hoping ever to 
D her more; gives vent to his Love and Grief in amo- 
rous Sonnets carved on the Bark of Trees, or written 
on Paper, and hung up on the Boughe. That Princeſs 
in the Habit of a Shepherd, and under the Name of 
e * 227 5 


Ganimedt, . 


. 
| 
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Ganimede, with her Couſin, now called Aliena, having 
hired a Cottage, and bought ſheep of a Farmer wo 
lived in the Foreſt, was a very near Neighbour to her 
Father and her Lover, and frequently beheld the Handy. 
works of the latter, to her great Amazement, and 
without being able to form any Conjecture by what 
Heart they were dictated, or who in that wild and deſert 
Place, ſhould be acquainted with the Beauty of Raſa» 
lind, or, at leaſt ſo much affected by it, as toteſtify that 
Deſpair "ſome. Part of Or lanab's Poetry expreſſed. She 
was diſcourſing with her Couſin on the Oddneſs of this 
Adventure, when the Clown who attended them having 
by Accident ſeen Orlando in the Foreſt, comes to in- 
form them, that the young Man who had foiled the 
famous Wreſtler in their Preſence, was in the Foreſt, 
and he believed an Inhabitant. On this neither of the 


Ladies doubt but he is the Author of thoſe. Verſes 


which had ſo much engroſs'd their Attention, and took 
this Method of ſhewing a Paſſion; which: ſeemed the 
more ſincere, as is was altogether devoid of Hope. 
They ſoon after become acquainted; he is ſtruck 
at the Sight of the ſuppoſed Ganimede, finding ſo great 
a Reſemblance between him and the Princeſs Roſalind, 
relates the Story of his Paſſion ; the other ſeems to make 
a Jeſt of it, tries the Force of his love by many little 
Artifices, and tells him, that ſince. he imagines him ſo 
like his Roa/ind, he ſhall make his Addreſſes to him 
be will anſwer 2 a Lady would do on ſuch 
n. Orlando agrees to it by way of Amuſement, 
and as it blegſes him, o be always talking of the Coe 
of his Paſſion. 

Oliver is all this Time in Search of his Brother, 


and having ſome Suſpicion that he might be with the 
baniſhed Duke, goes to the Foreſt, where wandering, 
he was overcome with Wearineſs, and lyes down by 
the Side of a Hedge and falls aſleep. + Orlando, chanc- 


ing to paſs that Way, ſees and knows him, and at the 
ſame . Time perceives a Serpent had. twiſted itſelf abont 


his Neck, and was about to glide. into his Mouth, 
but on his Approach ſlunk away, and took ſbelter in 


the Hedge, under the Covert of which was couched a 
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ing, as tis ſaid, the Nature of that generous Beaſt ne · 


ver to pray on the defenceleſs. Not all the Injuries Or- 
lands had received from his Brother. could make him 
quit him in the imminent Danger to which he found 
him expoſed; He turned fiercely on the Lion and 
killed him, receiving only a flight Wound in the Arm. 
Over wakes juſt at the ending this unequal Combat, 
and ſenſible of what his Brother had done for him, is 
touch'd with the greateſt Remorſe, becomes a fincere 
Penitent, and a moſt tender and perfect Reconciliation 
between them enſues. Or/ando then introduces him to 
the Duke, and they live together among the þaniſh'd 
Lords. Soon after this Oliver ſees Celia, now Aliena, 
and tho' he takes her for a Shepherdeſs, becomes ſo 
much devoted to her Charms, that he makes her an 


Offer of his Heart on the moſt honourable Terms: 


She is no leſs in Love with him, and in ſpite of the 
known Diſparity of Birth on one Side, and ſupps/ed one 
on the other they agree to marry. | 

Phebe, a beautiful, but proud Shepherdeſs, who has 
long been courted by a young Shepherd called Sijvius, 
is deſperately in Love with the ſuppoſed Garimede, for- 
gets not only her natural Haughtineſs, but alſo the Mo- 
deſty of her Sex, ſo far as to declare the Paſſion with 
which ſhe is inflamed, and in the moſt ſubmiſhve Terms 
ſues for a Return. But all her offers meet with the 
ſame Diſdain with which ſhe herſelf had treated Silvius, 
and the diſguiſed Princeſſes find Matter enoughgfDiver- 
ſion in theſe Intricacies. At laſt Ganimede, to Heighten 
the Sport takes upon him to ſet all Things right, and 
make each Party happy in their ſeveral Views. She 
aſſures Orlando that he ſhall marry his adorable Ro/alind 
on the ſame Day that gives Alena, to his Brother; pro- 
miſes Phebe to be her Huſband on Condition, that if, 


when it comes to the Point, ſhe refuſes him, then to be- 


come the Wife of Silvius; and theſe Riddles are to be 
explained, and the Ceremony of the Weddings perform- 
ed in Preſence of the Duke for his Entertainment. 
Every Thing being thus prepared, and the Company 
- aſſembled, Ganimede engages a Promiſe from the Duke, 
that if his Daughter. Ro/a/ind is brought to him, he 
will beſtow her on Orlando, and then diſcovers —_— 
SN | 
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be Roſalind, to the infinite Satisfaction of her Father 


and Lover. Aliena now declares kerſelf to be the 
Princeſs Celia, and Oliver is doubly tranſported ; Phebe 
now perceiving her Miſtake is glad to reward the Paſ- 
ſion of the faithful S:/vius,— The Clown alſo marries 


Audrey, a Country Maid, with whom he has fallen in 


Love ſince his Abode in the Foreſt, and every faithful 
Heart receives an ample Recompence for all its Pains, 


But while theſe Things have been tranſacting, Frede- | 


rick, the Uſurper, hearing that many Perſons of Condi- 


tion reſort daily to his Brother, puts himſelf at the 


Head of a great Army, and marches to the Foreſt 
fully reſolved to deſtroy him, and all the noble Exiles 
his Companions ; but on his Entrance is met by a reli- 


gious old Man, who makes a Convert of him, and in- 


ſtead of proſecuting his .cruel Purpoſe, he diſbands his 
Forces, reſtores the Dukedom to his Brother, the Lands 
he had confiſcated to the Owners, and as an Expiation 
for his paſt Crimes, renounces* the World, .and enters 
into Holy Orders. Jaques the third Son of Sir Roww= 
land ds Bois, who before this has not appeared on the 
Stage, brings theſe joyful Tidings : on which the Duke 
with all his noble Company, prepare to retun to his 
Dominions, excepting that Jagues formerly mentioned, 
whoſe Sullenneſs is now become a kind of ſecond 


Nature to. him, and makes him prefer Melancholy to 


to Mirth ; he therefore takes his Leave, in order to 
go and'partake of the Mortification he hears Frederich 
has reſolved to lay himſelf under; which concludes this 
celebrated and juſtly eſteemed Piece. Th ET 
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| JSCKHEATH, the Hero of this Opera, is a 
171 Robber on the Highway, and repreſented to Ly | 
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ns a Man of extraordinary Qualifications in his Profeſſi · 
on. Several other Thieves are introduc'd as his Com- 
panions, but have no other Bufineſs, than to enliven 
ſome of the Scenes and ſhew the Myſteries of their 
Art. Peachum is a Receiver of ſtolen Goods, which 
he” firſt encourages the Gang to take, and afterwards 
betrays them. Lockit is the Keeper of Newgate, and 
ſhares with Peachum in all his Gains that Way, Mack- 
Beath is privately married to Polly Peachum, and has 
got Lucy the Daughter of Lockit with Child, on a 
promiſe of making her his Wife; and theſe two Wenches 
are equally in love with him, and jealous of each other ; 
but he has the Artifice to deceive them fo well, that 


each flatters herfelf with being his chief Favourite. 
_ He has, notwithſtanding, a great number of Common 


Women, whoſe Company he frequently prefers either 
to hers, who is his Wife, or her's who expects to be ſo. 
—— Two of theſe Creatures, for a Sum of Money, 
agree to betray him to Peachum ; and as he is drinking 
and toying with. them, the Conſtables come in and ſeize 
him. He is carried to Newgate, where Zockit puts him 
in Trons. —— Lucy preſſes him for Marriage, and 
teazes him on the Subject of Polly ; but he utterly de- 
gies all Engagements with her, even befort her Face, 
und confents that the Ordinary of Newgate ſhall join 
their Hands, on Condition, ſhe contrives a Way for his 
Eſcape : This ſhe readily agrees to, and he is ſet free the 
Tame Night. * 

He ſeems, however, ſo little regardleſs of his Life 
or Liberty, that bemg in Company with ſome other 
Women, at a Bawd's Houſe, he is by her betray'd a 


ſecond Time to Peachum, and carried again to News 


gate, where, for his former Eſcape, he is doubly fet- 
er d: Lucy having now found out that he was married 
to Polly, and that ſhe had been made his Property, re- 
ſolves to. poiſon her Rival; but the other is too cunning 
for her, and refuſes to drink any Thing ſhe offers. 


 +Mrreth:2rhþ is called to the Old-Bailey, and ſentenced 


to immediate Execution, to. prevent any Stratagems that 


might be ſet on foot to reſcue him. We ſee him in 


the condemn'd Hold, fortifying his Mind with Bran- 
dy, the common Refuge for Perſons of his CO 
| | | nen 


r 


* * 
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ben in Diſtreſs: He is taken from theiice in ler 10 


be convey d to Tyburn ; but when the Audience expects 


to hear of his Execution, they are all at once furpriz'd 
with a Reprieve, and he is brought back to Newgate, 
to be perſecuted yet farther by his two Wives. Thus 
concludes an Entertainment, which, tho' it preſents us 
only with the utmoſt Depravity of human Nature; con- 
tains, notwithſtanding, ſuch a Fund of Wit and Satire, 


as Elegant Ears. | uy 
Enemies it muſt be con were not wanting to 
have put a Stop to the Run, if poſſible, but the vain 
Attempts made for that End only ſerved to heighten 
the Reputation of the Piece; and it is remarkable, that 
even thoſe who found themſelves moſt ſtung by the 
Satyr, could not avoid being pleaſed with the Manner 
in which it was expreſſed, The Songs, eſpecially 
poignant as 'they are, and ſevere on the Vices of the 
Great, ave ſo admirably adapted, as to force Applauſe 
from the gui/ty Part of the Audience, and afford an in- 
finite Pleaſure to the Irnocent. am 


BE AUX STRATA GEM. 


A COMEDY. 
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Imwell and Archer, two Gentlemen of Family, 
\ having ſpent their Fortunes in the Pleaſures of tbe 
Town, could think of no other Way of recruiting 
themſelves than by Marriage; but how to get Women 
of the Circamſtances they wanted was the Query z 
their Affairs were ſuch as would not bear Inſpe&ion z 
ſo maſt not pretend to be over ſcrutinous into thoſe of 
the Ladies they ſhould attempt, and feared the com- 
mon Fate' of Fortune- Hunters, who for the moſt Part 


as renders it 'pleaſing, even to the moſt Chaſte, as well BT. | 


as 


r 


_— ES 
are paid in their own Coin, and deceived by thoſe 
the; would deceive. They therefore thought it beſt to 
mike a Tour into the Country, where the Fortunes 
of Women are more eaſily known; and becauſe they 
could not appear in the Equipage proper for ſuch a 
Deſign, they agreed that one ſhould be the Maſter, and 
the other the Servant, and to take it in turn at every 
other Town. 171 1 4k 

Litchfield was the firſt Place they ſtopped, and it was 
Aimarell's Lot to be Maſter : They took up their Lodg- 
ings at a noted Inn, kept by Boniface, who was of ſo 
communicative a Humour in his Cups, that he preſently 
acquainted them with the Names and Eſtates of moſt 
of the chief Gentry in that Part, among others he 
makes Mention of a young and beautiful Lady, called 


Dorinda, who has Ten thouſand Pounds in her own 
Hands, and lives with Lady Bountiful, her Mother, 


at the Houſe of her half Brother, Squire Sullen, a 
Gentleman, who has Three thouſand Pounds à Year, and 


is married to a fine Londen Lady, whom he uſes in the 


moſt brutal Manner. ot \ 

The next Day happening to be Sunday, Aimwell goes 
to Church richly dreſt, and ſending his Eyes about in 
Queſt of what might ſeem fitteſt for his Purpoſe, they 
are on a ſudden ſtopped on one Face, and rivetted there 
ſo faſt that it was not in his Power to withdraw them. 
The whole Congregation obſerved with what Stedfaſt- 
neſs he regards this Lady, and preſently give him to her 
for a Lover; ſhe is not leſs ſenſible of the Effect of 


her Charms, and is far from being diſſatisfied at it. 


Boniface in the mean Time does not know what to 


think of his Gueſts ; they have given him in Charge 


a Portmanteau with Two hundred Pounds in it, (which 


was their whole Stock) in Order, as they ſaid, to have 


it more ſecure, but indeed to make him look on Aim- 
well as a Perſon of Conſequence: They had defired their 
Horſes to be kept Gadled, and told him they knew not 
whether. they might not leave his Houſe at a Minute's 


Warning, or ſtay till the beſt Part of that Money was 


ſpent. All this put together makes him ſuſpect them High- 
waymen ; and tho' he harbour'd a Gang of thoſe Villains 
at his Houſe, and had a Fellow-feeling with them in all 
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heir Booties, the Hopes of the Reward offered for de- 
ecling a Highway man, joined to the Sum he had in his 
Hands, would have made him rejoice in a Proof that theſe 
Strangers were of the ſame Profeſſion; and as be is 
ſtrongly of that. Belief, orders his Daughter Cherry Bo- 
riface to be very free with Archer, the oppoſed. Foot 8 

man, to make him drunk, if poſſible, and get the ſecret 
out of him, The Girl obeys her Father, but having 
more Underſtanding than is common in one of her 
Rank, finds ſomething ſo agreeable in 4rcher that ſhe 
falls paſſionately in Love with him : He ſoon perceives 
her growing Inclination, and as ſhe is very young and 
pretty, endeavours to make his Advantage of it;; but 
her Virtue is Proof againſt the Temptation, and all he 
can obtain from her is a Confeſſion of her Love, and an 
Offer of her Perſon with Two thouſand Pounds if he 
will conſent to marry her. | | | 
Aimwell, at his Return from Church, diſcovers that 
the Lady, with whom he is charmed, is no leſs rich 
than beautiful, and that very Dorinda, of whoſe Fortune 
Boniface had given him an Account: The Means now of 
getting acquainted with her is all he wants, and as he 
is conſulting with 4rcher how to bring it about, Love 

and Chance unexpectedly come in to his Aſſiſtance. , 

Dorinda has no great Reaſon to triumph in her new 
Conqueſt, being | herſelf a Victim to the ſame Paſſion : 
She communicates the Secret to her Siſter Sullen, and 
they ſend Scrub, a Footman, to enquire the Name and 
Quality of this agreeable Stranger, but he returns withogt 
being able to inform them of either; on which they 
order him to invite Archer, as being a Perſon of his 
own Rank, to drink ſome. of that Country Ale, not 
doubting but they may learn from him all they defire 
to know. Scrub goes immediately on this Errand, and 

Archer joyfully complies with the Invitation, 15 
When the two Footmen are together: the Ladies ſend 
Gip/ey their Chambermaid to liſten to their Diſcourſe, who 
oon returns with this Intelligence, that 4rcher's Maſter 
is Lord Viſcount Aimwe!l, that he bas lately fought a 
Duel at London, and retired to that Country where he was 
not known, till he ſhould hear whether. the Wounds of 
| , . . his 


* 
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* 


her Huſband's ill Uſage has a Heart free for a new Im. 
I nclination will needs perſwade herſelf that he is a Gen- 


The good old Lady, who is famous 
fick, and doing Cures, ſends the Servants immediately 
* 


for their [ntereſt to know, complies with his Requeſt ; 


20 
bis Antagoniſt were mortal or not: This is tranſporting 
News to Dorinda, but having a Curioſity to ſee the Ser. 
vant, Mrs. Sullen and ſhe paſs through the Hall where 
Scrub and Archer are drinking : They take an Occaſion 
of ſpeaking to him, as he is a Stranger : His genteel Be. 
-haviour amazes them, but eſpecially Mrs. Su/lex, who by 


preſſion; ſhe likes him prodigiouſly, and to excuſe her 


tleman in Diſguiſe, and imagines he might have been my 
Lord's Second in his pretended Duel. 

- Archer, in his Turn, gets a thorough Information of 
all the Affairs of that Family, but returns to Aimwe/! with 
a Heart little leſs enamoured of Mrs. Sullen's Charms, 
than his Friend is of thoſe of her fair Siſter. Both equal- 
8 impatient, they now eaſily form a Plot to get into the 
ompany of thoſe who have their Hearts, and accom- 

Pliſh it in this Manner. ri 
When the Ladies are all together after Dinner Archer 
runs haſtily into the Houſe, aſks for Lady Bowntifu/, en- 
treats her Aſſiſtance for his Maſter, and tells her, that he 
3s fallen into a Fit in the Walk dene up to her Houſe: 
or diſpenſing Phy- 


out with an Chair. Aimwell is brought into the 
Houſe in a ſeeming Fit, but after ſome Time recovers, 
and as ſoon as Lady Bountiful is called out of the Room 
on ſome other Bufinefs, diſcovers his Paſſion to Dorinda. 
The old Lady returns, but will not ſuffer him to go into 
the Air till he is more eſtabliſhed, and bids her Daughter 
thew the Gentleman the Houſe and Pictures: Aimweli his 


begs Permiſſion his Servant may be allowed the fame Fa- Bow; 
| ©. vour, having an excellent Taſte of Painting. and this be- 


ing granted, Archer has an Opportunity of ingratiating vile 
himſelf yet more with Mrs, Sullen. As they are on de- the 
parting, fimwe/l orders the ſeeming Footman to, give beit 
two Guineas among the Servants. Archer puts one of W Ob 


them into Scrab's Hands, and tells him be has another for Mo 


Gipf, on which Scrub takes him afide, and ſays that if he but 
will beſtow on him the Guinea intended for her, he will flie 
diſcover a Plot: Archer, believing it may be ſomething by 


and 


| 


[211 
nd the other informs him that there is a | French Count in 
own who has been Jong 6 in Love with Mrs. Sullen, that 
% bas received a Preſent of twenty Guineas to let him. 
nto her Chamber at Midnight, and that a Prieſt, who 
alls himſelf Feygard, has negociated the whole Affair, 


and is to introduce him. 


Archer no ſooner receives this Intelligence than he caſts 
about in his Mind how to go in the Count's Stead, and 
at length hits on this Contrivance : He has ſeen Foygard. 
at Boniface's, and is ſure he is an Iriſbman by his Speech: 
Aimwell therefore watches the Opportunity of finding him 
alone, and ſeizes him under Pretence of his being a. 
Traitor to the Government, and that being a Subject of 
England, and not belonging to an Ambaſſador, aſks ho- 
he dares officiate in the Manner of the Church of Rome; . 
Foygard pretends to be born at Bruſſels, and denies being 
a Subject of England,. but Archer comes in, talks 1rif6 to 
him, faces him down that he is his Relation, and that: 
they went to School together; the other confeſſes. him- 
ſelf bred in Ki/kenny: They threaten to ſend for a Con- 
ſtable and have him hanged, which terrifies him ſo that 
he readily complies with. Areber s Defire, and promiſes 
him to conduct him into Mrs, Sz//ex's Chamber. by the 
Aſſiſtance of Gipſey, over whom he has an abſolute — 

The wiſhed for Hour being arrived. Areben throus off 
his Livery, and dreſſes in his richeſt and moſt hecoming 
Cloaths, but he is ſcarce out of the Houſe before Cheryy/ 
Boniface is in Search of him through evety Room. 
Gibbet, Hounſlow, and Bag ſbot, three notorious High- 
waymen, whom Boziface encourages, have thag⸗ by 
his Inſtigation agreed to rob Mr. Su/len's Houfe* Lady 
Bountiful is Godmother. to Cherry, and her Love to the: 
Family as well as her ſecret Abhorrence of her Father's; 
vile Practices makes her reſolve to acquaint, Archer with 
the Truth, and take his Advice how to prevent it 3 bag; 
being unable to ſind him, ſhe knocks; at Ain u, 
Chamber-Door, and informs him that Thieves are that 
Moment breaking into the Houſe where his Miſtreſs ia, 
but without mentioning any Thing of her Father: He. 
flies immediately to the Relief of his Charmer, - 
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In the mean while Archer is in Mrs. Sullen's Chamber, 
where he makes uſe of all his Rhetorick to perſwade het 
to reward his Paſſion : Her Virtue vigorouſly reſiſts ; 
but at length half perſwading, half compelling, ſhe iz 
almoſt won, when an Outcry of Thieves obliges him to 
defiſt : He retreats behind the Bed at the Sight of a 
Man with a dark Lanthorn coming croſs the Gallery, 
thinking to have the more Advantage over him by Sur. 

iſe : Gibbet comes into the Room, and is going to take 
off her Jewels; but Archer ruſhes from his Concealment, 
diſarms and takes him, then delivers him to Scrub and 
Foygard to keep ſecure; the cries of the other Ladies 
calling him to their Aſſiſtance, he runs as directed by the 
Sound, and finds Lady Bountiful and Dorinda in the 
Hands of Hounſlow and Bagſhot ; Archer is going to 
engage them both, when Aimwell, conducted by Cherry 
comes to ſecond him : The Rogues are both taken, and 
Cherry Boniface ſteals out to give her Father Notice, who, 
on this, packs up his Money, and makes off for fear of 
being apprehended. Aimwe/} takes the Opportunity of 
Lady Bountifu/'s being gone to fetch fome Powder for a 


Wound Archer received, to plead the Merit bf his Service, 


and to engage Dorinda to marry him privately that Night; 
ſhe makes ſome faint Denials, but at laſt conſsnts, and A.- 
cher goes out to fetch Foygard to perform the Ceremony. 
Aimwell being ſo near, as he imagines, the Poſſeſſion of his 
Wiſhes, the Generofity of his Soul joined to the real 
Paſſion he has for Dorinda renders him unable to con- 
tinue the Deception ; he conſeſſes himſelf” to be önly 
the Brother of the Lord he reprefents, and ſhews that 
he is ftill above owing the Bleſſing of her Love to 
any Thing but his own juſt Senſe of it: She receives 
the Declaration with Pleaſure, and aſſures him that fince 
ſhe has a Fortune to make them eaſy, ſhe rejoices to give 
this Proof that ſhe valued him only for bis Merit. 
Archer now returns with the Prieſt ; but as the'Cetembny 
is going to be performed, Gipſey comes in, and whiſpers! 


' Dorinda, on which ſhe tells the Prieſt her Mind is aſter- 


ed, and he may depart, then leaves them without any 


further Explanation of her Meaning: | Himwell is con- 
founded at this Procedure, and telling Arcber how frank 


he has been, the other no longer doubts but he has loſt 
her, 


e : 
DFO: PR ws 
ger, and it almoſt comes to a 'Quarrel between them: 
{rcher looking on himſelf as a Party concerned, becauſe 
t had been agreed that which ever of them married 
5ſt, the other ſhould have half the Lady's Fortune. 


But as they are in this Debate, Dorinda returns, wiſhes 


/imwelt Joy. on his being the real Viſcount, acquaints 


him that his Brother is dead, and that the Cauſe of her 
diſmiſſing the Prieft was the being told this News, af- 
ſures him her Generofity is not leſs than his, and ſince 
her Fortune could not overbalance his Title, if he really 
loved her, the Marriage had now no need of being 


erformed in a Clandeſtine Manner: Aimwell is very 

much ſurpriſed, but the Truth is confirmed by Sir Charles 
Freeman; that Gentleman is Brother to Mrs. Sallen, who 
being urged by the complaining Letters of his Siſter, 
is come to take her from her Huſband. The Propoſal 
is made to Mr. Sullen, who readily conſents to part 
with his Wife, but not her Fortune, till Archer puts it 

out of his Power to refuſe, by delivering all the Deeds, 

Settlements, and Marriage. Writings into Sir Charles's 
Hands, which were all taken out of Mr. Sullen's Cabi- 
net by the Rogues, and again forced from them by. 
Archer. ' Sullen finding no Remedy is compelled to view. | 
And the Play ends with their Divorce, AimwelPs Mar- 
riage, and a Letter ſent from Cherry Boniface with 200 l. 

left in her Father's Hands by Archer, who begs Dorinda 
to take her into her Service inſtead of Gip/ey, © TRY 
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HIS Play has a double Plot, but fo artfully con- 
trived that the Parties concerned in each are ſub- 
ſervient to the other. Sir George Airy, a Gentleman of 


Four 


” 


* 


* 1 


Pr 


Avarice is not the only CharaQeriſtick of Sir Francis 
Gripe, at leaſt it is ſo blended with another, tho' very 


Four thouſand Pounds a Year, divides his Inclination be. Uſe of 
wteen two Women: He is charmed with the Wit and the ſuc 
Gaity of the one, to whoſe Name and Characterhe is a Cha 
anger; and dies for the Beauty of the other, to anda? 

— atS: never ſpoke ; The former follows him, in George 

a Maſk, tojall publick Places,  accoſts, and rallies him: that H 

The Latte he can ſee only at a Diſtance, but knows her Ion: 

to be an Heireſs worth. Thirty thouſand Pounds, her Name WE x,ur 

| Miranda,. and that ſhe is under the Guardianſhip of Sir eaſes, 
v Francis Gripe, an avaricious hard-hearted old Man. Truth 
Charles the only Son of Sir Francis Gripe, and intimate in the 
Friend of Sir George Airy, is a Gentleman who owes a nity o 
liberal Education to the Indulgence. of an Uncle, as alſo. the M 

a good Eſtate left at his Death, tho“ kept from the En- on he 

joy ment of it by his cruel Father. He is paſſionately. in ¶ and th 
Love with, and beloved by Jſabinda, Daughter of Sir H The | 
Zealqis Traffick, a Merchant, who, by having lived ſome Ml ne is 
Time in Spain, is become ſo great an Admirer of the declar 
Cuſtoms of that Country as not to permit the Women of ¶ Ade. 

his Family to be ſeen by any of a different Sex: This Sir 
Humour of the old Man throws almoſt inſuperable Dif- tis 7, 
ficulties in the Lovers Way, which together, with the ¶ to be 
Treatment he receives from his Father, renders Charles her pl 
very unbappy. Tee he 


Place 


not to 

different Paſhon, that it is hard to determine which is pre- of cy 
dominant. Advanced as he. is in Years, he views the his D 

| Beauties of his lovely Charge with amorous Eyes: He dico. 
compares her Charms with thoſe of his Gold, and ſcarce frequ 
knows which are brighteſt.” Her vaſt Fortune adds Fewel ore 
to the Flame, and Love and Intereſt combined make it Georg 

too ſtrong to be concealed, much leſs repelled : He de- Story 

| clares himſelf to her, and ſhe, finding Diſſimulation ab- draw 
ſolutely neceſſary to the Preſervation of her Liberty, ſeems at laf 

to liſen-with Fleaſure to his Dotage, and flatters him ber 
with a Belief that of all Mankind he is moſt agrecable Anſu 

to her Humour, tho” at the ſame Time ſhe js ſecretly. in decei 
Love with Sir George Airy, and puts in P ractice every ral G 
: Method of engaging him. e n N ter v 
Tbde chief Characters are in this Situation at the Draw- Si 

ing up the Curtain, and the various Contrivances 1.55 of t 


25/1 | 
Uſe of to attain their different Ends, is the Buſineſs of 
the ſucceeding Scenes, 

Charles, judging by Appearances, doubts not of Mi- 
yanda's Reſolution to marry his Father, and gives Sir 
George his Reaſons for believing ſo; but all he urges on 
that Head is ineffectual to make the other of his Opini- 
on: He cannot think a Lady of her Youth, Beauty and 
Lame Fortune can throw herſelf into the Arms of old Age, Diſ- 
f Sir eaſes, and ill Nature, yet impatient to be ſatisfied of the 

Truth, he propoſes to give Sir Francis, whom he meets 
mate in the Park, a Purſe of Fifty Guineas for the Opportu- 
'©S 2 BWrity of ſpeaking to Miranda for the Space of ten Minutes, 
allo. the Miſer makes ſome Difficulty at firſt, but on Conditi- 
En- on he may be in the ſame Room, tho" out of Hearing, 
n and that Sir George will give an Hundred, at laſt conſents; 
Sir The Bargain is made, and Miranda over- hearing it, tho 


ome te is infinitely pleaſed with the Pains Sir George takes to 


the Bi declare himſelf, reſolves to have ſome Sport with this 
2 of Adventure. | ; on elt 
25 Sir George has no ſooner parted from Sir Francis, than 
Pif- bis Incognita unexpectedly tarts out upon him: He reſolves 
the to be no longer in a Dilemma on her Account, and tells 
her plainly he will not part with her till ſhe has let him 
* ſee her Face, or at leaſt diſcovered to him her Name and 
Place of Abode: All theſe are Articles ſhe is determined 
TY not to grant, and having a ready Wit takes this Method 
of evading. She feigns herſelf no longer refractory to 


he his Deſires ; but pretends Shame will not permit her to 
Je diſcover who ſhe is, and the Motives that induced her ſo 
frequently to ingage him, while ſhe ſees his Face, there- 
el fore begs he will torn his Back during the Account, Sir 
it i George complies with her Requeſt, and ſhe begins a long 
" Story of having fallen in Love with him at Paris, ſtill 
d- drawing farther from him, every Sentence ſhe ſpeaks, till 
5 Wot lathe runs quite away: Sir George wonders the ſtops 
n ber Diſcourſe, deſires her to proceed; but finding uo 
e Anſwer turns about and ſees himſelf alone. To have been 
n Leceived in this Manner a little vexes him, but the natu- 
n Gaiety of bis Temper, and Hopes of ſuceeeding bet- 


ter with Miranda leave him not without Conſolation: + 
Sir Francis in the mean Time acquaints his fair Ward, 

of the Bargain he has made _ Sir George ; She affects 

_—_ ; to 


n 


f 26 ] 2 £ 
to laugh immoderately at it, ridicules the Folly of your 
Men, and magnifies the Happineſs of being married tot 
Perſon of an advanced Age, Sobriety, and Wiſdom ; then 


tells him that ſhe thinks the greateſt Mortification ſhe ca 


give Sir George will be not to anſwer. him one Word, bu 


de dumb to all he ſays. The old Fellow is pleas'd be- 
yond Meaſure with the Mark he imagines ſhe gives hin 


of her Affection, and approves her Project. 
The Hour appointed for this Interview being arrived, 


Sir Francis introduces Sir George, who on receiving no 


Reply to all the fine Things he ſays to Miranda, imagine 


ſhe has been enjoined Silence by her Guardian, therefore 


begs ſhe will diſcover her Mind by Signs; but ſhe mak. 
ing but few that are intelligible to him, and being re- 
moved by Sir Francis on the Expiration of the ten Mi. 
nutes, he is obliged to quit the Houſe little ſatisfied with 


the Succeſs of his Project. 5 
While Sir Geerge was receiving theſe two Diſappoint. 


ments, firſt from his Iacognita, and after from Mirandy, 
Charles was not leſs perplexed. He has heard that Sir 
Jealous Traffick had reſolved to marry his Daughter to! a 


young Spaniard, called Don Diego Babinetto, who wa 


every Day expected in England for that Purpoſe, every 


Thing concerning the Marriage being already agreed up- 


on between them by Letters. He is in the utmoſt Im- 
patience to ſee Jabinda on this Occafion, and ſends hit 
Man V biſper to ſee if the Coaſt be clear for him to viſit 
her. As Whiſper is ſaunteting before. the Door, hoping 
to ſee Mrs. Patch 1/abinda's Maid, Sir Fealous come 


\ out, and being ſuſpicious of every Thing in the Shape of 


a Man near his Houſe, queſtions him what and who he 
wants: The Poor Fellow is a little at a loſs for an Ex 
cuſe, but at length pretends he is in Search of a little 
Dog, which he thought had run into his Houſe; Sir Fea: 
Jous is not very well ſatisfied with this Anſwer, but as he 
can get no other, contents himſelf with forbidding him 
to come any more there in Search of any Thing. As 
ſoon as Vhiſper ſees he is gone down the Street, he ſpeaks 
to Patch, who tells him her Lady is alone, and would be 


glad to ſee his Maſter, | 


Having executed his Commiſſion he returns to his 


Maſter, and finds him in Company with Sir George 2 
3 


271 5 
nd Marplot, but becauſe no Mention has hitherto been 
nade of this laſt Gentleman, and he has a good Share in 
ie remaining Buſineſs of the Play, it will not be impro- 
der to give his Character. He is a young Gentleman yet 
inder Age, and under the Guardianſhip of Sir Francis 
ripe, good-natur'd, a great Admirer of Sir George Airy, 
nd a fincere Friend to Charles, but very filly and Inqui- 
tive. Whiſper on Sight of him takes his Maſter afide to 

t him know the Succeſs of his Embaſſy ; which ſo ex- 
ites Marplot's Curioſity, that on Charles's refuſing to tell 
jim the Buſineſs, or permitting him to accompany him 
here he is going. he reſolves to watch him at a Diſtance; 
hich he does, and ſees him enter Sir Fealous Traffick's 
ouſe ; tho' whom he viſits there he cannot gueſs, but 
d find that out too, he places himſelf pretty near the 
Door, in Hope of diſcovering ſomewhat by thoſe who 
all paſs in or out. He has not been long on his Poſt, 
fore Sir Jealous returns, Whiſper ſtill runs in his Head, 
e cannot help believing that Fellow had ſome other Bu · 
neſs than looking for a Dog, and comes home again to 
if all be ſafe; as he is going to knock at the Door, 
e ſwears if he finds any Man in the Houſe, he'll mur- 
er him, which Mur plot overbearing, and knowing Charles 
there, comes forward, and thinks to bully the old Fel- 
dw out of his Reſolution, bidding him let the Geatleman 
ome ſafely out, and threatning moſt violently, if he of- 
rs him any Injury. This Rodomontado convinces Sir 
[ealous there is Somebody within, and ſuppoling Marplos 
ne of the Accomplices, falls on him, and beats him moſt 
mercifully ; on which Marplot cries out Murder, and 
ir Jealous leaves him, to go in Search of the Perſon 
thin. In the mean Time Patch, having ſeen her Maſter 
om the Window, gives Intelligence to the Lovers, and 
barles having no other Way to eſcape, jumps from the 
alcony upon Marplct, and finding it was he that had 
en the Alarm to Sir Zealous, takes him by the Throat, 
id almoſt choaks him. Poor Marplot who had done all 


dr the beſt, finding he had been guilty of ;a Blunder, has 
tle to ſay for himſelf, but runs to Sir Francis Gripe's, 

Hopes of getting ſomething out of Miranda that may 
lige Sir George, and by that Means reconcile him to 


Ca | 


1 


barle, 
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129. 
Miranda and Sir Francis are laughing at Sir Georg 
Airy and his hundred Pound Bargain, when Mar//lot come 
in: He upbraids them both for contriving to cheat hi 
Friend, and Miranda to aſſure Sir Francis of her Love t 
him, ſpeaks in the moſt contemptible Manner of Sir 
George, but at the ſame Time under Colour of abufing 
makes an Aſſignation with him: She bids Marplot tell hin 
if he dares to ſaunter about the Garden gate at eight 
o Clock at Night he ſhall be ſaluted with a Piſtol or x 
Blunderbuſs. Marplot makes hafte away after this Meſ 
ſuage to prevent Sir George from running himſelf int 
any Danger. When he is gone Miranda fays ſo mat) 
obliging Things to her Guardian, that he thinks this 
proper Time to preſs her to marry him; ſhe readily pro. 
miſes him on Condition that he will firſt make her Miſtre 
of her Eſtate, which without his Conſent ſhe. was not ti 
enjoy till the Age of Twenty five: He heſitates a litt 
on that Article ; but ſhe ſo artfully ſooths his fooliſh Paſ 
ſion, that he at length conſents, and Writings are ordere 
to be drawn accordingly. | \ 
Marplot finds Sir George and Charles at a Tavern: Ht 
delivers the Meſſage in the ſame Words Miranda gave i 
which Sir George preſently comprehending is very mud 
tranſported, and reſolves to obey the Summons. Chark 


has prepared a Letter for 1/abinda on the Occaſion oi Cloſe 
their late Interruption, and ſends it by Whiſper. Mar of Si 
plot is diſtracted to know where that Letter is going, bull Glim 
dares not aſk Queſtions ; he alſo imagines by Sir George after 
Behaviour that there is ſomething more in the Story of falls 
the Garden gate, than they diſcover to him, and as ſoo t g 
as he gets out of Charless Company, who takes hig ſearc 
home to prevent his following Sir George, runs to . ;, p 
Francis Gripe's to ſee what he can find out. Pate 

M biſder being ſent, as aforeſaid, with the Letter, is of J 
lucky as to meet Patch, he delivers it to her, and the u and 
forms him that Sir Fealous is to have Company to ſup with mar 
him that Night, that her Miſtreſs according to the Span tells 
Faſhion is to keep in her Chamber, and that his Maſte Span 
may come in, by the help of a Ladder of Ropes, at ti nate 


Cloſet Window, which ſhall be left open. Whi/per leave 
ber to carry the Meſſage to Charles, and Patch thi 
Miſtake puts the Letter he has given her beſide her Pock 


| 4 3 as 
t. Sir Jealous having juſt received News that Don Die- 
% Babinetto is arrived, and will be in Town next Day, 


Cf going to his Daughter's Apartment to acquaint her with 

comet; he finds the Letter Patch has drop'd, but it being 

pon hu rote in Characters contrived between the Lovers, he un- 
E de 


derſtands not a Word in it, nor to whom directed: His 
ſuſpicious Nature, however, makes him fancy it was in» 
tended for his Daughter, therefore reſolves to watch her 


of Sir 
abuſing 


ell hin cloſe that Night, and the next diſpoſe of her to the Spa- 

t eight ziard, To this End he ſends to prevent all the expected 

* f Gueſts from coming, and orders Supper to be ſerved up 
E 


in Jſabinda's Chamber. That young Lady, who expects 
Charles every Moment, is ſtrangely alarmed, and is going 
to ſend Patch to let him know the Diſappointment, when 
Sir Jealous enters that Moment and will not ſuffer her to 
ſtir out of the Room. He ſhews //abinda the Letter he 
has found, aſks her if ſhe knows any Thing of it, ſhe de- 
nies it, and Patch to get it out of his Hands, ſcreams out 
and ſays tis a Charm for the Tooth ach, which ſhe has 
loſt out of her Boſom: Sir Fea/ous believing her in his 
Intereſt, is ſomewhat appeaſed. He fits down to Supper, 
but 1/abinda is ſo much terrified with the Apprehenſions 
of Charles's coming, that ſhe cannot eat one bit, on which 
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oy her Father orders her to play a Tune on her Spinet, and 
8 * Patch to ſing; they obey, but with very diſcordant 
han Notes. As they are thus employed, Charles aſcends the 


Cloſet Window, and runs into the Room, but on Sight 
of Sir Fealous as ſuddenly retreats. Sir Jealous has a 
Glimpſe of him, and riſes in a Rage, but as he is going 
after him into the Cloſet, 1/abinda counterfeits a Swoon, 
falls before the Door, this ſtops him till Char/es has Time 
to get down the Way he came up, and Sir Jealous on 
ſearching the Cloſet finds no body there: However, he 
is poſitive he ſaw a Man, and now, not doubting but 
Patch has betray'd her Truſt, turns her that Moment out 
of Doors, locks up his Daughter in his own Apartment, 
and ſwears ſhe ſhall ſee nothing bur himſelf till ſhe is 
married to Babbinetto. Patch in going out meets Charles, 
tells him what has happened, and adviſes him to get a 
Spaniſb Dreſs, and as he can ſpeak the Language, perſo- 
nate Don Diego Babinetto; the Propofition is too goo] = 
to be rejected, he goes immediately about it, and Patch 
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Affectation on the other. 


Marplat are juſt coming into the Houſe. 


"' T9093 
to Miranda, whoſe Servant ſhe has formerly been, to in. 
form her of theſe Accidents. 

Sir George Airy at eight o'Clock goes to the Garden. 
gate, which he finds open, and Scentavell, Miranda's 


Maid, ready to receive, and introduce him to her Miſtreſs; 
and he has the inexpreſſible Satisfaction to find by the 


Sound of that Lady's Voice that his witty Incognita, and 


the lovely Miranda are the ſame Woman: The Pains ſhe 


has taken to engage him in the former Character, is ſuf. 


ficient to aſſure him of the Affection of the latter; and 
as a formal Courtſhip on the one Side was wholly unne- 
ceſſary, ſo too much Coyneſs would have been a palpable 
She acquaints him by what 
Means ſhe has got the Writings of her Eſtate in her 
Power, and that Sir Francis depending on the Promiſe ſhe 
had made of marrying bim, is gone to Doctors Commons 
for a Licence, but that ſhe has planted Emiſſaries in his 


Way to call him to Eęſem to be executor to a Perſon at 


the Point of Death. As they are in this Converſation, 
Scentawell runs in and tells them her Maſter and Mr. 
It was the ill 
Fortune of this Buſy Body always to do Miſchief where 
he meant a Kindneſs: He had met Sir Francis, and re- 
monſtrated to him how dreadful an Accident jt would be, 
if Miranda ſhould really ſhoot Sir George, as ſhe had 
threatned ; and the old Man to/avert the Danger of ſuch 
a Behaviour, as well as to take Leave of his dear Charge 
before he went to Ep/om, returned home much ſooner 


than he was expected. Miranda knowing, if he ſhould 
- find Sir George with her in that Criſis, all would be diſ- 
covered, is in the utmoſt Confuſion how to conceal him, 


and having no other Place obliges him to ſtand behind a 


Chimney- Board. Sir Francis having ſome Orange peel 


in his Hand bids Scentævell liſt up the Board that he may 
throw it into the Chimney, on which Miranda tells him 
ſhe has a Monkey ſhut up there till ſhe has got a Chain 
for it; and if he ſhould let it out, it was ſo wild it would 
break all her China. Sir Francis ſuſpects nothing, and 
having told her the Buſineſs that calls him to Epſom takes 
his Leave, ſhe out of Complaifance will needs ſee him 


to kis Coach: Marplot curious to ſee the Monkey, be- 


_ caule 
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«uſe ſhe has forbid him, lifts up the Board' as ſoon as 
the is out of the Room, and ſeeing a Man there, whom 
he does not preſently know to be Sir George, is ſo much 
ſurpriſed that he cries ont Thieves. Sir G-orge takes 
hold on him, and by his Words and Actions convinces 
him of the Truth, on which he . promiſes to bring him 
off, bids him throw down the Tea-Table, break the Chi- 
na and run into the next Room. Sir George takes his 
Council, and Sir Francis and Miranda coming up Stairs 
again on the Cry of Thieves, he tells them he has been 
ſo unfortunate to let out the Monkey. Sir Francis is an- 
gry with his Curioſity, orders the Servants to catch the 
Monkey, and once more takes his Leave. He 1s no 
ſooner out of the Houſe than Sir. George comes forth, 
and having pardoned Marplot on his Submiſſion, entreats 
Miranda to put it out of the Power of any future Acci- 
dents to divide them, by marrying him that Moment; 
ſhe conſents, and as they are going Patch enters, and 
ſeeing Sir George, tells him that Charles has an immediate 
Occaſion for his Aſſiſtance; he reſolves to go as ſoon 
as the Ceremony of Marriage with Miranda is over, and 
Patch and Marplot-accompany them to ſee it performed. 
After theſe happy Lovers have exchanged that Name 
for others more agreeable to their Wiſhes, Sir George 
haſtens to his Friend Charles, and Miranda returns home 
to pack up what Things ſhe has of Value: While thus 
employed, Sir Francis comes back having met the Perſon 
in good Health on the Road, whom he thought dying : 
Seeing Patch he enquires her Buſineſs, and Miranda tells 
him ſhe is come to invite her to Jabinda's Wedding, who 
is that Night to be married to a Spaniſb Merchant: Sir 
Francis is ſatisfied, will needs wait on her thither, and 
hopes the Sight of Matrimony will tempt her to perform 
her Promiſe. | 

Sir George finds Charles equipping himſelf in a Spaniſs 
Habit, and that the Part deſigned for him in this Affair 
is to perſonate Mr. Meanwell, an Englio Merchant, and 
Correſpondent of Dos Diego's Father. When they are 
both ready they go to Sir Jealous Traffick's, who receives 
them as the Perſons they repreſent. Charles delivers him 
a Letter which is ſo well counterfeited by one that Patch 
had ſtolen, and given to him of that Gentleman's Hand, 


Ln 
chat Sir Jealous had not the leaſt Suſpicion : Jabiada is 
ready to die at firſt Sight of the ſuppoſed Spaniard, but 
Sir George finding the Means to let her into the Secret, 
ſhe conſents to marry him, tho' with a ſeeming Reluc- 
tance, . the better to deceive her Father; and a Parſon iz 
immediately ſent for to join their Hands. 

 Marplet has all this while been hunting over the whole 
Town for, Charles, and at laſt ſeeing Whiſper at the Cor- 
ner of that Street, imagines he muſt be in the ſame 
Houſe, whence he once ſaw him drop from the Balcony : 
He has alſo been informed that he had borrowed a Spa- 
niſp Habit from the Playhouſe, and imagining this will 
be a Diſcovery worth making, reſolves to prove his Wit 
and Sagacity by letting Charles ſee nothing can be con- 
cealed from him: He knocks boldly. at the Door, and 
deſires to ſpeak with a Gentleman that came in lately: 
The Servant aſks if it is Signior Babinetto or Meanwell 
he wants, he tells him neither, but a Gentleman in a Spas» 
niſb Habit. The Servant doubts there is. ſome Trick in 
the Affair, deſires Marplot to walk in, and informs his 
Maſter of what he ſaid. Sir Jealous comes to him, and 
knowing him to be the, Perſon he had beat ſome Time 
before, begins to threaten him if he does not tell whom 
he wants, on which Marplot confeſſes that the Gentleman 
he would ſpeak with is Charles, Sir Francis Gripe's Son, 
and that he uſed to come there ſometimes. This is ſufh- 
cient to rouſe the long-ſleeping Suſpicions of Sir Fealous, 
he calls out to ſtop the Marriage, and ſwears he will 
have better Proofs that the intended Bridegroom is Don 
Diego. Sir George on hearing this draws his Sword, and 
| ſuffers no body to come into the Room till the Ceremony 
is entirely compleated : Sir Jealous having no other Way 
to revenge himſelf beats Marplot. The New-wedded 
Pair throw themſelves at his Feet, avow the Truth, and 
beg his Bleſſing; in that Moment Sir Francis and Miran- 
da come in; and that Lady declaring her Marriage with 
Sir Geerge, and giving Charles the Writings of -his Un- 
cle's Eſtate, which ſhe has privately taken out .of Sir 
Francis's Cabinet, reconciles Sir Fealexs to the Deceit put 
upon him; but the diſappointed Guardian is in fuch a 
Rage that he quits the Houſe, curſing them all. Patch is 
taken again into /{abinda's Service, and poor Marplet for- 
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given. So that the Comedy concludes with rendring 
none of the Characters unhappy but that which molt 
merits to be ſo. 4 


3 
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By Mr, App1s0N. 


Fter the Battle of Pharſalia had decided the great 
Controverſy between Cæſar and Pompey, Cato, who» 
had ſided with the Latter, retired to Uzica, accompanied 
by ſome choſen Friends, and ſuch whom he thought had: 
moſt the Cauſe of Liberty at Heart. Among this Num- 
ber were Portius and Marcus, his Sons, Lucius an old Se- 
nator, Juba, Prince of Numidia, and Sempronius, The: 
Love of Glory was not the ſole Motive which induced 
theſe two laſt to follow the Fortunes of Cato: They were 
both enamoured of the Charms of his fair Daughter 
Marcia; but as that Paſſion operates differently on dif- 
ferent Tempers, it excited in young Juba an Ambition 
of rendring himſelf worthy of the Obje& of his De- 
fires : In Sempronius it prompted to all-Sorts of Meaſures, 
without Diſtinction of good or ill, which promiſed Gra- 
tiſication. 8 1 
Notwithſtanding the Severity of Cato, both theſe Lovers 
ventured to declare their Inclinations; he abſolutely re- 
fuſed Sempronius ; but contented himſelf with telling Ju- 
ba this was not a fit Time to think on Love. This Be- 
haviour ſo incenſed Sempronius, that he employs Emiſſa- 
ries to inſtigate the Citizens of Utica to Rebellion, not. 
doubting but that if he can deſtroy, or give up Cato to- 
Ceſar, who is on his Approach to that Place, he ſhall 
obtain Marcia from the Victor's Hands as a Reward of 
his Service. ä | t | | | 
His Arts are ſucceſsful enough with the Populace to- 
cauſe a Riſing, but it is immediately quell'd by. the Pre- 
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ſence of Cato, and the Speech he makes to them: Sen- 
pronir a, to cover his Treaſon in fomenting this Diſtur- 
bance, is the loudeſt in demanding Juſtice ſhould be exe - 
cuted on the Criminals: And the Heads of the Faction 
being delivered to his Hands, he ſends to immediate 
Death the poor Wre:ches whoſe Guilt his own Artiſices 
had occaſioned. 

Ceſar in the mean Time, drawing nearer to Utica, 
ſends D. civs a Roman Knight to offer - favourable Condi- 
tions to Cato; but that great Man diſdaining to owe any 
Thing to the Perſon who would enſlave Rome, rejects 
his Propoſals, and reſolves to perſevere in the Service of 
his Country, tho' he falls a glorious Victim in the com- 
mon Ruin. 

The Approach of Cæſar, and the deſperate Condition 
to which the Hopes of Cato are reduced, incline Syphax, 
chief Counſellor to the Numidian Prince, and Comman- 
der under him of all the Forces brought from that Coun- 
try for the Roman Service, to enter into the new Meaſures 
Sempronius is concerting for betraying every Thing into 
Cæſar's Hands. He endeavors to bring his Prince into 
his Party, but finding no Sueceſs in that Attempt, be- 
comes as falſe to him as to Cato; and perceiving that 
Sempronius cannot think of leaving Utica without Marcia, 
tends him the Guards and Habit of the Namidian Prince, 
that ſo diſguiſed he may with the more Facility enter her 
Apartment, and force her to be the Companion of their 
Flight. | 8 
While pernicious Deſigns are thus forming againſt the 
Liberty of Rome, and Life of Cato, neither the Affairs 
of State, the Fatigues of War, the Miſeries of their 
Country, the Danger of their glorious Sire, nor their 
own, are ſufficient to guard his youthful Family from 
the Afﬀaults of Love: Marcia in ſecret Sighs for Juba, 
and both her Brothers for Lucia, Daughter to Lucius : 
Twould be to wrong the Paſſion of either to ſay it 
was inferior to-that of the other, but Portias the elder, 
knowing the violent Temper of his Brother Marcus, 
Forbears to-acquaint him with his Love; and Lucia, tho 
me loves Portius with the ſame Tenderneſs ſhe is belov- 
ed., has too great a Regard for the Sons of Cato, and 
Brothers of Marcia, to give either of them Deſpair, 
* | 2 there> 
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therefore carefully conceals her Sentiments of both. 
Marcia too, like her noble Father, thinks every Conf - 


« deration ſhould be that of her Country's Welfare, and 


indulges not her-gayer Inelinations, nor gives Juba any 
Room to hope he has the leaſt Intereſt in her Heart, till 
an unexpected Accident, in Spite of her, reveals the 

Sempronius being come into her Apartment on the be- 
fore-mentioned bold Deſign, it was the good Fortune of 
Juba to enter immediately after, and perceiving the Im- 
poſtor, they fight, and the perfidious Roman receives 
from his Hand the juſt Puniſhment of his intended Crime: 


Marcia coming, with Lucia from an inner Chamber ſees 


the dead Body, and miſtaking it for that of Juba pours 
forth ſuch Lamentations over it as leave that Prince, 
who unſeen by her hears all ſhe ſays, no Room to doubt 
of her Affection; and fills him with a Tranſport, which 
for ſome Moments makes bim forget the publick Trou- 
bles, or the Intelligence he has Juſt received, that in his 
Abſence all Numidia is revolted from him. 7 
But his preſent Joys ſoom meet with a new and moſt 
unexpected Alloy: The Traitor Syphax with all his 
Troops had forced a Paſſage through the City Gates, in 
Order to go off to Cæſar: Marcus was flain in oppoſing 
their Attempt; and if there was the leaſt Shadow of a 
Conſolation in this ſad Event, it was to hear that the 
brave Vouth had killed with his own Hand that baſe Be- 
trayer of his Truſt. Jo bed asl a ti een ng e 
All the little Senate of Vibe, every noble Roman la- 
ments the Fate of Marcus Gato alone appears Tranquil, 
and if he weeps, tis not becauſe himſelf, but Rome has 
loſt in him a worthy Son. But the Death of this young. 
Hero ſeems only the Fore- runner of greater Ills: Cæſar 
is arrived almoſt at the Walls of Utica : No Remedy re» 
mains between Death, Flight, or yielding to what Terms 
the Conqueror will beſtow : Two of theſe are beneath 
the Dignity of Cat's Soul; but as he has Ships in Rea- 
dineſs to ſail, adviſes thoſe of his Friends, who are um 
willing to truſt the Mercy of Cæſar, to make their Ei- 
cape ; then, deſiring Privacy paſſes ſome little. Time in- 
Reflection on Plams Immortality of the Soul, and reſo- 


lute not to-outlive-the. Liberty of Rm falls on his Sword. | 
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With bis laſt Breath he. bequeaths Marcia to the Prince 
of Numidia; and deſires Lucius that the Friendſhip be- 
tween them two may ſurvive in their Children by the 
Marriage of Lucia with his Son Portius. 

The Inimitable Author of this Poem knew too well 
what was becoming of a Romas Conſtancy under Afflic- 
tions, to diſturb us with any Lamentations from. the 
Children or Friends of Cato on his Death, but leaves it 
to thoſe who know how to think as greatly, to conceive 
what paſt in Souls ſo elevated in ſuch an Exigence. 
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which in a late Reign, was the conſtant Reſort 
of the Beau Monde at one Seaſon of the Vear. Lord 
Foppington, Lady Betty Madiſs, Sir Charles Jah, and hib 
Lady, and Lady — have all Lodgings here, and 
Lord Moreloue is auen hither by his Paſſion for _ 
Betty Modifh. * . 

Lord Feppingten i is a Mga fond of the Reputation of 2 
Multiplicity of Amours; à great Wit in his own Imagi- 
nation, and a Fool rather by Art than Nature in the eyes 
of others. The Confidence he has of, his good Parts, 
joined to a ſlender Opinjon of Virtue in general, gives 


him Aſſurance to addreſs every Woman he likes, tho“ he 


15 already married, and Lady Betty Moabſb being a cele · 
brated Toaſt, the Preſent Bent of his Deſires is op pra 
thought her Favourite. u TOT2PM9 9 

Lady Betty has Hononf and; Senſe + but Vanity i; 
Affectation ſometimes obſcure the Brightneſs of her other 
Qualifications. She prides herſelf more in'a Croud of 
Admirers, than in the Character of a prudent Woman 3 
and tho' ſhe is perfectly ſenſible of Lord Morelove's 


Merit, —— REr Inclination for him, yet 3 
| ghts, 
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fights in nothing ſo much as ſhewing the World the 
Power ſhe has over him, and encourages Lord Foppingtom 
in the moſt preſuming Hopes, meerly to give Diſquiet to 
the other. | Ty 

Sir Charles Eaſy has a great deal of Wit, good Hu- 
mour, and Sincerity, but ſo exceflively indolent in his. 
Nature, that tho' he loves Pleaſure, he purſues none that 
ſeems to be attended with the leaſt Difficulty : He aims 
not to appear different from what he is, and is entirely 
neglectful of what even his beſt Friends think of him. 
His Lady is the perfect Model of what a Wife ſhould be, 
virtuous, diſcreet, affectionate, and ſubmiſſive. She has 
Birth, Fortune, Wit, and Beauty ; and above all A | 
Stock of Love ſufficient to make her impatient on any 
Encroachments on her Rights; but her good Senſe ſo 
much gets the better of her Reſentment, tho“ in the 
moſt tender Point, that when Mrs. Edging, her Woman, 
brings her a Letter, which ſhe has found in her Maſter's. 
Pocket, from Lady : Graveairs, ſhe refuſes to read i 
and orders her to lay it in the ſame. Place, with a ſev 


. Reprimand for her Preſumption and Curioſity. 91 


Mrs. Edging, who is herſelf one of the Victims of 
Sir Charles's looſer Inclinations, and has diſcovered by 
the Letter that there is an Amour between him and 
Lady 'Graweairs, is fill'd with all the Spite and Envy 
natural to mean Souls on the like. Occaſions ; and the 
firſt Opportunity reproaches her Maſter in the moſt pert - 
and ſaucy Terms for his Inconſtancy, and ſuffering her 
Lady to uſe the Privilege of. a Miſtreſs over her. Not- 
withſtanding the Careleſneſs of Sir Char/ess Temper, 
the Confidence of this Wench a little rouſes him, and 
he ſoon convinces her that it is not her Place to call 
him to account for his Actions, nor to make any Men- 
tion of her Lady, but with the higheſt Reſpect. Eag- 
ing is terriſied into Submiſſion, and promiſes to be 
more humble for the future, on which he continues het 
in Favour. Ning en N « ; 
Lord Morelove, by the Advice of Sir Charles, in vain 
endeavours to counterfeit an Indifference to Lady Betty: 
Modiſo, ſhe ſees into the. Deſign, and defeats it by 2 
Counter plot; feigning to be ſo infinitely pleaſed, with 
every Thing Lord Foppington lays and does, and * k 
e246] | N. 


[38] 


ly” coquetting with him, that the 


paſſionate Lover can 
no longer contain himſelf ; but ſhews at once the Vio- 


lence of his Love and his Deſpair. She triumphs in 
the Diſcovery, laughs at his Pains, and all that either 
Sir Charles or Lady Eafy can urge, to bring her to a more 
ſolid Way of thinking, is wholly ineffectual. 
Sir Charles, more anxious for the Intereſt of his 
Friend than could be expected from a Man of his 
Character, bethinks him of a ſecond Stratagem: He 
had of late been very cold in his Affair with Lady 
Graweairs ; ſhe refented it in the Manner Women ordi- 
narily do. He heightens the Pique by treating her with 
the moſt provoking Indifference to her Face, till ſhe is 
worked up into a proper Reſolution of revenging her- 
ſelf by loving another. In this critical Minute he per- 
ſwades Lord Morelove to make her a Tender of his 
Heart, and be as publick as poſſible in his Addreſſes 
to her. | 

This Method of proceeding is ſomewhat more ſuceeſs- 
ful than the former, for tho' Lady Betty cannot be brought 
to believe that he has forſaken her for Lady Graweairs ; 
yet her Pride is fo far alarmed that the World ſhould 
have any Occaſion to imagine he has done ſo, that ſhe 
ſpares no Pains to recover him: Fortified by the Councils 
of Sir Charles, and his own Experience of her Temper, 
all her Advances are in Vain; he proſecutes his Court- 
ſhip to Lady Grawveairs, gives her the Muſick on the 
Terraſs, Squires her wherever ſhe goes, and practiſes 
all the publick Gallantri&s of the moſt obſequious Lover. 
Lady Graveairs receives them with Pleaſure, partly to 
gratify her Vanity, with the Reputation of having a 
Man of Lord Morelove's allowed good Senſe her pro- 
| feſs'd Adorer, and partly in the Hope of recovering Sir 
Charles, whom ſhe ſtill loves. Lady Betty feels a thou- 
fand Pangs at this Behaviour of Lord Morelove, ſhe 
ſpeaks kindly to him, ſooths and reproaches him by 
Turns, and cannot help affronting Lady Graweairs 3 
but they ſtill contiaue as they were. Sir Charles, to 
forward this favourable Beginning, takes upon him to 
remonſtrate to Lady Betty how much her Reputation 
will ſuffer, by Lord Morelowe's quitting her after ſo 
long a Courtihip; he aſſures. her that his. Friend: ſtill 
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loves her, but as he can never hope to fix the Inſtabĩ- 
licy of her Nature, is determined never to return to his 
firſt Vows. She thinks Sir Charles her Enemy, is piqued 
to the very Soul to find him in a Combination a- 
gainſt her, and becoming a little more ſenſible of the 
Error of her Conduct, ſhe expoſtulates with Lord More- 
leve in a ſerious Manner, and diſcovers her Jealouſy of 
Lady Graveairs; he is now tranſported, confeſſes he 
never loved but ber, and Sir Charles, to prevent her 
relapſing, rails at the Levity of her Humour, adviſes 
Lord Morelove not to truſt to her diſſembled Kindneſs, 
ſays ſhe no ſooner will find him in her Power, than ſhe 


will triumph over his eaſy Nature, and ſcorn his real-Paſ- 


fion for the pretended one of Lord Foppington z on which 
ſhe burſts into Tears, and Lord Foppington that Moment 
coming into the Room, ſhe gives Lord More/ove her Hand 
before him, and abjures all Gallantries that, may give him 
a Diſquiet. Lord Morelove thinks himſelf now overpaid 
for all his Sufferings, and Lord Foppington having never 
been ſenfible of any Thing worthy the Name 4 Love, 
is perfectly eaſy about the Matter. Neither is Lady 
Graveairs diflatisfied ; Sir Charles having promiſed to 
viſit her the ſame Evening; but before the appointed 
Hour Mrs. Edging happening to come in his Way ; and 
his Wife being abroad, he retires with her into the Bed- 
chamber, where having paſt ſome Time they both fall a- 
ſleep. Lady Ea coming home finds them in that Poſture, 
and ſeeing her Huſband bareheaded ſhe fears he wilt take 
Cold, and her Tenderneſs prevailing above the juſt Re- 
ſentment ſuch a Spèctacle muſt naturally'excite, takes a 
Handkerchief from her Neck, and covers his Head, then 
leaves the Room, and rings the Bell for her Maid. They 
both wake at the Sound; Eaging runs in Diſorder to her 
Lady, and Sir Charles finding the Handkerchief, and re- 
membring he bad ſeen it about his Wife's Neck that Day, 
is ſenſible none but herſelf had put it on his Head. The 
Shame of being detected in this Manner, and the Pru- 
dence, Patience, and Tenderneſs of fo excellent a Wife 
now ftrike full upon him : He wakes from his long Le- 


thargy of Thought, ſees her Perfect ions and his own De- 


merits, reſolves to expiate his paſt Conduct, by his future, 
and convinced of the Bleſſing he enjoys in her, to roam 
PETE abroad 
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abroad no more in Search of Happineſs: He immediate. 
ly writes a Letter to Lady Graweairs entirely to break off 
with her ; and his Wife ſoon after entring, there follows 
fo tender a Scene as no Huſband guilty in the ſame Way 
can be Spectator of without Bluſhing and Self condemna- 
tion, nor no Wife without endeavouring at leaſt to imi- 
tate the bright Example which brought about e happy a 
Change. | 

Never was poetical Juſtice more ſtrictly obſerv'd than 
in this Play: Every Error finds its Puniſhment in Pro- 
portion; and fingular Virtue is ſingularly rewarded, The 
excellent Moral, together with the happy Choice of Cha- 
racers, natural and gentile Diction, and that Spirit of 
Gaiety which runs through the whole, will undoubtedly 
maintain the Reputation this Piece has ſo juſtly acquired, 
as long as Theatrical Repreſentations ſhall exiſt, 
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IN chat diſtracted Time when proud Rebellion, born on 
the Shoulders of Hypocriſy and Fraud, lorded it over 
Loyalty and Honour, a Committee of Sequeſtration was 
ſet up to oblige all thoſe, who were ſuſpetted of favour- 
ing the King, to compound for their Eſtates, or forfeit 
them; and Day, a Fellow, eminent in. Villany, choſen: 
for the Chairman: This Wretch found Means firſt. to get 
into his Power, with her whole Eſtate, Anne, Daughter 
and Heireſs of Sir Bail Thorowgood, a worthy Cavalier, 
and afterwards Arbella, an Orphan, alſo of a great For- 
tune, and the Daughter of a Gentleman, who had been 
no leſs diſtinguiſhed for his firm Attachment to his King 
and Country. Anne he compell'd to take the Name of 
R+th, and to paſs for his own Daughter; and intends to 
marry the other to his Son Abel, or turn her out to Beg - 


— ä 


nenen 
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gary; but Fate had better Things in Store for both thoſe 
young Ladies, than the preſent Situation of their Affairs 
could permit them to hope. 
Arbella being brought by Mrs. Day from Reading in 
the Stage-Coach, in Order to appear before the Com- 
mittee, a Gentleman, who had been of the King's Party, 
called Col. Blunt happened to be a Paſſenger at the ſame 
Time: They were equally charmed with each other at 
firſt Sight; but the natural Reſerve of his Temper, and 
the Modeſty of hers kept both from revealing it. His 
Buſineſs, as well as hers, was with the Committee, and 
meeting with his Friend Col. Careleſs, a Gentleman of 
the ſame Circumſtances and Principles with himſelf, they 
go together to that, unjuſtly call'd, honourable Board: 
In their Way they meet a poor [r;/man, whom having. 
loſt his Maſter in the late civil Wars, Careleſs takes into 
his Service, and he attends them where they were going. 
The Committee being ſat, and Mr. Day having prepared 
his Brothers in Corruption to make an Aſſignment to him 
of Arbella's Fortune, in Caſe ſhe refuſed his Son, that 
Lady accompanied by Mrs. Day and the ſuppoſed Rath. 
are admitted : The two Colonels come in at the ſame. 
Time: They are offered the Terms of Compoſition fon 
their Eſtates, but are told withal that they muſt firſt take 
the Covenant, which they refuſe with the utmoſt Con- 
tempt : Arbelia and Blunt at this ſecond Interview become 


more in Love with each other than before: Ruth is ex- 


tremely ple:ſed with the Perſon and Bravery of Careleſs ; 

and he feels a Paſſion for her, which nothing but his Be- 

Fi that ſhe is a Daughter of the Committee-man can re- 
in. 

Mrs, Day orders Ruth to inſinuate Abel as much as poſ- 
fible into the good Graces of Arbella; but theſe Ladies 
having exchanged a mutual Confidence with each other, 
only contrive how to abuſe him, and to get ſome Oppor- 
tunity of ſeeing their dear Colonels again; but as they 
know not where they live, all their Wit and Invention is 
of no Service on this Occaſion. | | 

Careleſs on his Side is no leſs impatient to ſee his pretty: 
Ruth, tho' believing her what ſhe appears, he is far from 
having any honourable Deſigns upon her; but remem+ 
bring that Mrs. Day was formerly a Kitchen * — 55 

atner 8. 
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Father's Houſe, he reſolves to try if for old Acquaintance 


Sake ſhe will intercede with the Committee, .that himſelf 


and his Friend may be admitted to compound without 


taking the Covenant, pleaſing himſelf with the Thoughts 
that, if he does not ſucceed in this Point, it will give 
them an Opportunity of getting acquainted with the young 
Ladies. To this End he ſends Teague, the Iriſb Servant, 
to deſire leave to wait upon her, but the poor Fellow 
having heard his Maſter deſcribe her Original cannot help 
laughing in her Face, and makes ſo many Blunders that 
ſhe imagines he is ſent on Purpoſe to affront her, and 
commands her Son Abel to chaſtiſe his Inſolence. 

Blunt in the mean Time is arreſted in the Street, Care- 
leſs happens to come by, and reſcues him, the Bailiff 
cry Murder, and raiſe the Mob, they are purſued and 
obliged to take different Ways, and Careleſi ſeeing Day's 
Door open runs in without confidering whoſe Houſe it 
was, or knowing what Anſwer Teague had to his Meſſage. 
Mrs. Day ſees him, and treats him very arrogantly, on 
which he tells her plainly he knows her; high Words 


enſue, and ſhe cries out. Ryth comes to know the Oc- 


caſion, is ſurpriſed to ſee him there, and dreading ſome 
ill Effects from Mrs. Day's Fury, contrives this Way to 
bring him off. She accuſes herſelf of having forgot to 
acquaint her that the Colonel ſent to her, to defire ſhe 


would prevail on her to accept 500 J. by Way of preſent 


to permit him to compound on his firſt Conditions. 'The 
Thoughts of the Money brings Mrs. Day preſently into 
good Humour, and ſhe leaves Ruth and him together to 
fettle the Affair. Care/eſs is more than ever charmed 
with her Wit, he declares his Paſſion ; but her Behaviour 
_ Convinces him he has nothing to hope from her but on 


; honourable Terms. While they are in this Converſation, . 
Teague enters and informs him that Blunt is taken again, 
and carried Priſoner to the Devil-Tawern: Arbella comes 


in at the ſame Time, and they can think of no other Way 
to free him, than by her foothing Abel, and prevailing on 
him to be Bail. The Stratagem ſucceeds, ſhe pretends 
Blunt is her near Relation, and he goes with them to re- 
leaſe him, and promiſes not to let his Mother know of 
the Affair. | | 4 
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Blunt is bailed, and this generous Action in Arbella 


confirms him hers for ever, he is ſo raviſhed with it that 
he declares to her he loves; a Confeſſion which the Fear 


of being laughed at had till now reſtrained him from 


making: 4rbella is pleaſed with his uncommon Way of 
Courtſhip ; but neither ſhe nor Ruth can forgive them- 
felves that they have let both their Colonels depart with · 
out knowing where they live : To remedy which Inad- 
vertency they fend Obadiab, firſt Clerk of the Com- 
mittee, to the Dewvil-Tavern, where they ſuppoſe the 
Gentlemen ſtill are, on the former Pretence Kurth had 
made to her Mother, concerning the Five hundred Pounds, 
and taking the Covenant : The Gentlemen imagine Day 
has heard of his don's being drawn in to give his Bond, 
and ſends to them on ſome ill Deſign, they reſolve on an 
innocent Revenge, and make Teague ply him with Sack 
till he is dead drunk, then ſend him home to Mr. Day in 
a Chair. 5 i | 

While they are diverting themſelves in this Manner, 
their Miſtreſſes are better employed; the Committee-man 
and his Wife are obliged to go abroad on an extraordinary 
Affair, and Obadiab not being in the Way to attend 
them, their Son Alel is obliged to play the Part of their 
Gentleman Uſher. Mr. Day going out in a Hurry leaves 


© his Keys upon the Table; Ruth finds them, opens his 


Ctoſet, takes out all the Writings of her own and Arbel- 
la's Eſtate, with a great many other Letters and Papers 
of Conſequence, and Obadiab being brought in, as be- 
fore mentioned, they both get into the Chair, and order 
the Fellows to carry them to the Place where they took 
him up. | | 8 
When Day and his Wife come home, and miſs the 
Ladies and the Writings, *tis eaſy for them to ſuppoſe 
the one has robbed them of the other: They find alſo 
by Obadiab, when he comes a little to himſelf, the Af- 


| front put upon them; and Mr. Day, by Virtue of his 


Authority, gives a Warrant for apprehending both the 


Colonels: Careleſi happens to be the firſt they meet with, 


and is ſeized and carried directly to Priſon for an Offence 
done to the Chairman of the honourable Committee: He 
ſends Teague to tell Blunt what has befallen him, the very 
Moment Ruth and Arbel/a are come to the Tavern, and 


ſpeaking 


a 
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ſpeaking to him: Ruth on this News leaves them toge- 
ther, and haſtens to attempt freeing Care/e/s: Among 
the Things ſhe has taken out of Day's Cloſet is his Seal, 
which ſhe ſhews to the Jaylor, in Hope that Token may 
be ſuffic ent to releaſe him; but unfortunately for her 
Deſign an Order is juſt arrived that all of the King's Par. 
ty, who are committed, ſhould be kept cloſe till further 
Commands from the State. She then tells him ſhe will 
rocure a Ladder of Ropes, and a Soldier's Coat for a 
iſguiſe, for him to make his Eſcape out of the Window 
when it ſhall grow dark. B/.nt ignorant of her Project, 
and no leſs impatient at his Friend's Confinement, hits 
upon the ſame Thought, and diſguiſes himſelf in a plain 
red Coat, ſends a Soldier he can truſt with a Ladder of 
Ropes, and a Sword in Caſe of Accident. Care/e/s be- 
| lieves it the ſame Ruth /promiſed to convey, and comes 
eaſily out of the Window into the Street, where Blunt 
was waiting for him, and neither knowing each other, and 
both believing themſelves betrayed, drew their Swords, 
and might have rendred this a fatal Encounter, had not 
their Voices made a timely Diſcovery. In that Moment 
comes Ruth with her Ladder, ſhe is overjoyed the Work 
is performed to her Hands, and they all. go together to 
Lieutenant Stery's, where both the Colonels lodge, and 
Blunt had left Arbella. 
Ruth now diſcovers whoſe Daughter ſhe really is, and 
ſhews them the Writings of her Eftate ; Careliſi is tranſ- 
| pared to find her a Woman he may love without any 
emiſh to his Birth or Principles ; and no People could 
think themſelves more happy than did theſe four. 
In the mean Time Intelligence where they are is given 
to Mr. Day, he comes with his Wife and ſurpriſes them, 
and Abel and Obadiab follow with a Poſſe of Soldiers; 
but Ruth ſoon abates the Fierceneſs of her 2uondam Fa- 
ther by producing' ſome Letters ſent to him from Wo- 
men, wherein one demands Money of him for the Sup- 
port of a Baſtard Child, and another refuſes to take Phy- 
ſick preſcribed by him to cauſe Abortion. To preſerve 
retore his Reputation of Sanctity, he is obliged to for- 
give all, and permit the Lovers to marry, and enjoy their 
Eſtates, without either Compoſition, or taking the Co- 


venant. | | SH 
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N eminent Merchant of Briſtol, called Danwers, on 
conſiderable Loſſes in Trade, repaired to the Ja- 
dies in Hope of retrieving his Misfortunes : Where his 
honeſt Induſtry proſpering according to his Wiſhes, he 
reſolved to ſettle there, and accordingly ſent over for his 
Family, conſiſting of a Wife, Siſter, and little Daughter, 
at that Time not ſeven Years old. In their Voyage they 
were taken Priſoners by a Privateer of Toulon: The 
Grief of this Diſappointment work'd ſo ftrongly. on 
the fickly Frame of Mrs. Danvers, that ſhe died 
at Sea; but her Child, and Jabella, Siſter to Mr. 
Danvers, were carried to France, The Innocence and 
Beauty of the young Indiana, for that was her Name, 
won ſo much on the Affections of the old Captain, that 
having no Children, he adopted and educated her as his 
own: In a few Years after he was unfortunately kill'd at 
Sea, and dying Inteſtate his Effects fell wholly into the 
Hands of an Advocate, his Brother. He no ſooner ſaw 
Indiaza than he was charmed with her; but the Addreſſes 
he made her were far from being ſuch as Virtue would 
permit her to accept; on which the cruel Villain ſtripped 
her not only of all his Brother's Bounty had beſtowed 
upon her, but the very.Jewels which had been her Mo- 
ther's, turned her out of Doors, and was going to throw 
her into Priſon for her Maintenance with his Brother, 
when ſhe was relieved in a very extraordinary Manner 
from this and all other Misfortunes. | i 
Mr. Bevil, only Son of a Baronet of that Name, be- 
ing on his Travels, happened to take Toulon in his Way, 


and heard of this malicious Proſecution : - Curioſity led 


him to enquire further into the Affair, and to make a 
Viſit to the diſtreſſed” fair one: Her Perſon charmed him 
. | | bu* 


46] 
but the Beauties of her Mind much more: Charity at 
firſt and a warmer Paſſion after ward excited him to eaſe 
her Cares: He appeared openly her Friend, and the wick- 
ed Advocate, perceiving ſhe had ſuch a Support, came to 
a Compoſition, which Bevil diſcharged without letting her 
know to what her Releaſe amounted. After this, he pre- 


vailed with her to ſuffer him to conduct her to England, 
and when ſhe arrived with her Aunt, to whom he always 
paid the moſt ſtrit ReſpeR, ſupported her more in the 
Faſhion of a rich Heireſs than a helpleſs Orphan ; and 
all this without demanding any Recompence, or even de- 
claring that he loved. 

He had not been long in England before his Father, 
Sir John Bevil, propoſes a Match for him with Lucinda, 
the only Daughter of Mr. Sealand, a very wealthy Mer- 
Chant. Beil is a tender Lover, but a no leſs dutiful 
Son: Diſobedience to a Parent was to him the greateſt of 
all Crimes, and he choſe rather to be miſerable himſelf 
in quitting all Hopes of ever poſſeſſing Indiana, than give 
one Moment's Pain to him to whom he owed his Being. 
He therefore teſtified no Reluctance to this Marriage, 
and would doubtleſs have ſacrificed his eternal Peace to 
Sir John's Commands, had not an unexpected Accident 
preſerved him from that cruel Neceſſit 7. | 

Myrtle, a young Gentleman, who next to Indiana 
ſhared his Heart, was paſſionately in Love with, and be- 
J loved by Lucinda; and Bevil could not be told that Se- 

ckret without reflecting that how much ſoever was owing 
from himſelf to a Father, he ought not to obey him to 
the Ruin of his Friend, and alſo of a young Lady whom, 
tho* he could not love, he very much eſteemed for her 
good Qualities. He is therefore juſt on the Point of en- 


treating Sir Jo not to force his Inclinations, when two Mi 

Accidents happen, which give him Room to hope hit 

there will be no Occaſion for that open Confeſſion, and F . 

a probably the Match would break off on the other 2 
E. 0 1 


| Mrs. Sealand, was paſſionately deſirous of marrying 
her Daughter to a diſtant Relation, called Cimberton, who A 
had twice the Eſtate of either Bevil or Myrtle: She L 
was ever teaſing her Huſband to break off his Engage- th 
ments with Sir John, and he being pretty much ruled by 6 


E her 
Thy 


[4] 
her was ready enough to do it, but wanted a Pretence, 
till Chance furniſhed him with one by the following 
Sir John was affronted in a very groſs Manner at the 
Maſquerade by one of thoſe Gallants, who imagine their 
Quality a ſufficient Sanction for whatever Rudeneſs th 
commit. Young Bevil was there at the ſame Time with 
Indiana, he knew his Father, and ſeeing him inſulted, 
ſeized the Offender and plucked off his Vizard ; 'tis eaſy 
to imagine how ſuch an AQtion was reſented : The Com- 
pany were obliged to call the Guards to part them ; and 
the Surprize of this Adventure threw Indiana into a 
Swoon : Every Body took Notice of Bewi/'s Concern to 
find her in this Condition, his Care to recover her, and 
the Reſpect and Tenderneſs with which he led her out: 
They all were poſitive ſhe was a Lady, to whom he was 
either going to be married, or very much wiſhed to be 
ſo; and the whole Aﬀair coming to the Ears of Mr. Sea- . 
land, it ſerved him as an Excuſe for delaying the Marri- 
age till it ſhould be known how far young Bewil was en- 
gaged to that Lady. | | 
Sir John is very uneaſy at this Impediment : He has 
alſo heard of Indiana, before he ſaw her at the Maſque- 
rade, and is ſenſible ſhe is entirely ſupported by his Sens 
Bounty, yet as he has never oppoſed. marrying accordin 
to his Commands, he looks upon it only as an Aﬀair of 
Gallantry ; however, the more to ſound his Inclinations 
he keeps Mr. Sealand's ill Humour entirely a Secret, 
tells him the Day for his Nuptials is fixed, and orders 
him to prepare for it. Bevil being informed, by an old 
Servant in the Family, of what has paſſed between tle 
old Gentlemen, ſeems not at all diſturb'd at the Com- 
mand, and accordingly on the appointed Day dreſſes 
himſelf as a Bridegroom, and preſents himſelf before his 
Father, as a Perſon ready to become ſo ; but in the mean 
Time writes to Lucinda, conjuring her, if Things ſhould 
come to that Extremity, to refuſe him publickly ; the 
Anſwer ſhe ſends him is agreeable to his Hopes, and the 
Affection ſhe profeſſes for Myrtle; but that impatient 
Lover being told by a Coxcombly Servant of Bewi/'s, 
that he had carried a Letter to Lucinda from his Maſter, 
is immediately fir'd with Jealouſy, and ſends à Challenge 
| ; = 
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to Bevil. Had he been equally warm, a fatal Cataſtro. 
he muſt have turned our Comedy into Tragedy ; but 
Pe ſo far from reſenting the ill Treatment he at firf 
receives from his miſtaken Friend, that he pities the 
Force of that Paſſion, which alone could have wrought 
ſuch violent Effects; he ſhews him Lucinda's Anſwer, and 
proves that what he took for an Injury to. his Love waz 
the higheſt Service to it. Having removed all Appre. 
henſions as to his own Part; the Next Thing to be con- 
ſidered is how to prevent Lucinda's being compelled to 
marry Cimber ton; and with the Aſſiſtance of her Cham. 
bermaid they contrive that Myrtle ſhall perſonate old Sir 
Geoffry, Cimberton's great Uncle, who is every Day ex- 
pected in Town, and without whoſe Conſent he cannot 

enter into any Engagements. 

While the two Friends Bewil and Myrtle are thus em- 
ployed, Mrs. Sealand is uſing all her Artifices to per- 
ſwade her Huſband to break off entirely with Sir John, 
that there may be no Demur in Cimberton's Affair when 
His Uncle arrives; the old Man is half inclined to com- 
ply with her Requeſt, but unwilling to do any Thing 
that ſhould not have the Appearance of Reaſon : He 
therefore reſolves to viſit Indiana himſelf, and know from 
her own Mouth how far ſhe is concerned with Bewil. 

. Her Beauty, her Wit, and the Modeſty of her De- 
rtment, make him extremely grieved that ſo much 


_ "Merit ſhould be the Victim of a diſhonourable Paſſion; 


and he expreſſing ſomewhat of his Suſpicions, tho' in 
very tender and reſpectful Terms, joined with the Ima- 
gination of Bewi/'s Marriage, throw her into Agonies, 
Which venting themſelves in Words amaze Scaland; ſhe 
recapitulates her Misfortunes, her Loſſes at Sea, her 
Captivity, her Mother's -Death, and tearing off her 


Jewels, drops a Bracelet, which Sealand takes up, and 


nows it to be one he had given his firſt Wife : In ſhort 


be finds in the Miſtreſs of Heil his own Daughter, his 
real Name/being Danvers, but changed, on his going to 


the Indies, to Sealand: Never was Joy more perfect 
than his, to embrace a Child he had thought lot with 
her Mother. His 8 iſter Jabella, who remembers him, 
bears her part in the Tranſport ; and Sir Joh Bewiland 
bus Son are immediately fent for to compleat it. There 
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js now uo longer Delay, no | longer any Remains of 
Doubt on either AS Side: Sealand now readily beſtows'his 
Daughter on Bevil, and Bevil is no more reluctant to 
marry the Daugbter of Sealand. © 

Mrs. Sealand alſo with Lutinda, Cimberton;'and the 


pretended Sir Geoffry, are brought by Habella to this 


Scene of Wonder and Delight; ànd the former ſeeing 
Bevil now diſpoſed . of, deſires her Huſband will comply 
with Cimberton's Demands but that Gentleman, per- 
ceiving that Lucinda, can be now but a Co- heireſs with 
her new-found Siſter Indiana, deſires to be excuſed, con- 
feſſes that her Fortune was the chief Motive of his Pre- 
tenſions, and that; he ſhall apply elſewhere, ' Merle on 
this throws off his Diſguiſe, and aſſures the y 

that no. Diminution of Fortune can make him ſet a le 
Value on Lucinda. Szaland is charmed with his Gene“ 


roſity, and immediately joins their Hands: All the Per- 


ſons of the Drama conclude their Parts with the utmoſt 


GSatisfaction, but can counterfeit no more than what a 


virtuous: aan Audience muſt feel in dat fo 
_—— — Entertainment.” NAW  .vav 255 
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HIS celebrazed omed that fall of: 
Te — to have a 15 


confifing of of certain Means to compaſs à certain I 


becauſe the Cataſtrophe, as will appear from the fol- 


lowing r is, as it Vere, involuntary, entirely 
D © owing 
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ewing; to the Chance of Incidents, and not to Meaſures 
concerted with Defign. We 4.3, 
Sir Oliver Manly, a Gentleman of a conſiderable For- 
tune in Oxfordſbire, has an only Daughter, who by the 
of her Maid is ſeduced by a Student, 
who, in an Excurſion from College with two other, 
being benighted,. bad been entertained with great Hoſpi- 
tality by her Father for two Nights. The young Lady 
knows not the Perſon: to whom the- ſacrifices her Inno- 
cence : He conceals: his Name, under Pretence he is un- 
der- an Engagement to. his. Companions not to divulge 
it till their Return to the Univerſity : She preſents him 
with a Ring, and ſuffers him to depart, without any 
other Satisfaction than the frail Promiſe of writing to 
her in two: Days, and returning in fifteen, to relieve her 
from the Horrors of Reflection, do Juſtice to her Ho. 
nour, and marry her. She long expects, but 
in Vain. Her, Father dies, aud leaves her ſole Heireſs: 
. She then reſolves ta revenge the Injury done her by one 
on the whale Sex > and give them all the Torment in her 
Power. With this Beſigw ſhe takes the Name of Lady 
'  Lurewell, ſhe goes abroad, viſits the polite Courts of 
Europe, efieourages alf that "adreſs ber, then ſets them 
at Variance. At Pari. om ted nh 
£ng/i/5 Gentleman, then on his Tra a e 
Wildcir, who fights a Duel there on her Account 
and is obliged to leave that Kingdom. She goes after- 
wards to Holland, but finding Beauty was — to do lit- 
tle Execution on Peqple, returnsjto TMgland. In 
of, dar a, N es «hex in the 


her Paſſage Colonel 872 
tely in Love with her: She 
erg 2 as choſe of Alderman 


ſame Ship falls paſſiona 
countenances his Pr 
Smupg/er, a Merchant, who bas the Writings of her 
Eftate and Money in his Hand; Yizaxd, his Nephew, 
and Clincher Senior; hib late Apprentice, but by the 
Death of his Father juſt come to am Eſtate, and turned 
Beau. bl) en r 
In this Situation are tie chler Characters ee 
the Beginning of "the Play, When Sir Ha%y Wilzair, be. 
ing juft arrived, diſcovers to Colonel Standard and Vi. 
Lara the utmoſt Impatience to ſee Lady Lurewwel}, whoſe 
'Lodgings he has not yet found out: They both — 
| . A} e ous 
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jealous on his Diſcourſe, but conceal their Sentiments. 
Vizard, who under the Pretence. of Sanctity is very de- 
bauched, has lately made a diſhonourable attempt on a 
young Lady of Fortune and Virtue, called Angelica, 
to revenge his Diſappointment, and at the ſame- Time 
to turn Sir Harry's Thoughts from Lady Luresrell, he 
recommends that young Beauty to him as a Miſtreſs, 
tells him that Lady Darling her Mother, and a Baro- 
net's Widow, only paſſes for ſuch, and is in Reality a 
Bawd : That twenty or thirty Pieces will procure him 
all the-Liberties he can defire ; then gives him a Letter 
of Recommendation to the old Lady, which Sir Harry 
joyfully accepts, and goes immediately to try the Strength 
of it. 175 2 
Angelica had never told her Mother the baſe Deſigns 
of Vixard on her Virtue, and that Lady, deceived bi 
his ſpecious Pretences believed him what he ſeemed, ſo 
that on receiving the Letter by Sir Harry ſhe made no 
Difficulty of leaving him alone with her Daughter: He 
behaves to her in a gay looſe Manner, offers her twenty 
Pieces, ſhe takes him to be mad, and flings from him 
with Indignation : He imagines her Anger is occaſioned 
by not having bid up to her Price, and having no. more 
about him leaves the Houſe, deſigning to return with a 
better Preſent. | Bay | . 
Col. Standard in the mean Time goes to Lady Lare- 
well, expreſſes his Uneaſineſs at Sir Harry's Diſcourſe; 
ſhe aſſures him that he is her Averſion, and to confirm 
it, gives the Colonel a Packet of Letters ſhe has for- 
merly received from him, and defires he will return 
them to him, with her Requeſt of never hearing from 
him more; but at the ſame Time ſlips a little Note 
among them, wherein ſhe acquaints him with her Lodg- 
ings, and gives him the moſt obliging Invitation. The 
Colonel little ſuſpecting the Deceit, hurries to Sir Harry, 
and with an Air of Triumph delivers him the LE 
and the Meſſage. Sir Harry preſently finds the Directi- 
on, and each of theſe Rivals believing himſelf the happy 
Man laughs at the other. Sir Harry afterwards tells 
Vizard the whole Affair, who, on hearing the Colonel 
is a Pretender to Lady Lurewell, reſolves to heighten 
the Matter to a Quarrel, ** by one being kill'd, od 
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52 
the other hang'd, he may get rid of his two moſt for. 
midable Rivals. Accordingly he goes to Standard, in- 
forms him of all he has heard from Sir Harry, and the 
Colonel enraged to have been ſo much abuſed ſends him 
a Challenge. 8 | | 
The gay Temper of Sir Harry not ſuffering him to 
be engroſſed by one Woman, he flies immediately to 
LurewelPs Lodgings, ſhe ſeems overjoyed to ſee him, 
but at the ſame Time accuſes him of ſome fraudulent 
Dealings with Smugg/er, who is in the next Room; he 
beats him ſeverely without telling him the Occaſion, and 
a Pocket-Book dropping out of the old Fellow's Pocket 
in the Fray, Lurevell takes it up unſeen by him, and 
makes her own Uſe of it afterwards. Wildair having 
by this Means drove away Smugg/er would fain obtain 
ſomething more from his Miſtreſs than kind Words ; 
dut finding his Rhetorick thrown away, haſtens to. Au. 
gelica, whom he imagines a more eaſy Conqueſt. In this 
Suppoſition he makes that Lady a ſecond Viſit, and of- 
fers her fifty Guineas, ſhe is more incenſed than before, 
and leaves the Room: Vixard comes in the ſame Mo- 
ment, promiſes to make his Peace with her, and tells 
him Colonel Standard waits to ſpeak with him in the 
Piazza. But that Gentleman having ſent | a Challenge 
to Sir Harry goes to upbraid Lurewel! with her Falſe- 
neſs ; As he comes up the Street he ſees her in the 
' Balcony coquetting with Clincher ; on Sight of him 
the bethinks herſelf how to conceal Clincher, and the 
Porter whom Standard has ſent to Sir Harry coming to 
look for him there, ſhe obliges him to change Cloaths 
with Clincher, whom ſhe ſends down Stairs, and puts the 
Porter in the next Room. When Standard comes in, 
ſhe prevents what he deſigned to ſay to her by reproach: 
ing him firſt, as having told Sir Harry where ſhe lived, 
then calls the Porter out, and bids him begone, telling the 
Colonel he was ſent by Sir Harry. The appearance 
of this Fellow habited like C/incher, makes Standard 
believe he has wronged her in one Part of his Suſpi- 
. Cions ; and as to Sir Harry, he now thinks him doably 
baſe in having pretended he received Intelligence where 
_ the' lived from him: He begs pardon of Lurewel, 
and goes to call his Rival to account ; in the Way he 
Sets meets 
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with Clincher, whom he takes to be the Porter, who 
carried the Challenge: He aſks him what Anſwer, and 
the other being able to return none, is heartily beaten by 
the impatient Colonel. | | 
Sir Harry and Standard ſoon after meet, but the Ba- 
ronet refufes to fight, ſwears no Woman is worth the 
Life of a brave Man, and after ſome Diſcourſe they 
diſcover Vixard has been the Incendiary, and that Lure- 
well jilts them both. Wildair to prove ſhe receives 
Preſents from him, takes a Ring from Standard to give 
to her, and the other promiſes to be convinced of the 
Truth of all he ſays when he ſees it on her Finger. 

While the two Gentlemen are thus employed for the 
Detection of this Lady's Fraud, Clincher and the Por- 
ter are both carried to Newgate, on Suſpicion of having 
murdered each other: Old Saunggler is ſoon after ſent to 
bear them Company, by the Cgntrivance of Lady Lure-: 
well. Under Pretence of making him Amends for the 
late Beating he received from Sir Harry, ſhe invites 
him to paſs the Night with her; but to prevent the 
Servants from cenſuring ber Conduct he is to come in 
Womens Cloaths : She orders Vixard alſo to wait on her 
at the ſame Hour: They are both punQual, but the 
Alderman is firſt ; on Vixard's knocking at the Door he 
is ſhut into a Cloſet, then Lurewe!//'s Maid lets in Vizard, 
tells him her Lady will receive him in the Dark, and 
puts him into the ſame Cloſet ; where miſtaking his 
Uncle for the Lady, he makes his Courtſhip, and rails 
againſt him to himſelf, On the Glimpſe of a diſtant 
Light, and Servants approaching, Vixard ſneaks out, 
but Smuggler keeps cloſe ; the Butler who has loſt ſome 
Silver Spoons, perceives him, and ſearching his Cloaths 
finds two Spoons, which LurewwelPs Maid has conveyed 
into his Pockets. On this he is carried before a Juſtice, 
and ſo to Newgate. 

After Sir Harry has preſented the Ring to Lady Lure- 
well, he goes à third Time to Angelica, who ſtill runs 
in his Head: He now makes her an Offer of an Hundred 
Guineas : Theſe repeated Affronts provoke both her 
and her Mother; and having argued the Affair with 
him they ſhew him * ann,, 
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ed him as a Huſband worthy of the young Lady! 
Sir Harry, on finding her a Woman of real Quality and 
Virtue, changes the Manner of his Addreſſes, ſhe 
conſents to marry him. 5 

Lady Lurewel/ having accepted of the Ring, no 
ſooner has Time to examine the Motto, than ſhe knows 
it to be the ſame ſhe gave to the dear Ruiner of her 
Virgin Innocence.; not doubting but Sir Harry is the 
Perſon, ſhe flies to Augelica's, challenges his Promiſe of 
marrying her, and upbraids his Intentions of becoming 
the Huſband of any other Woman: He is not able to 
comprehend her Meaning, and leaving her to vent her 
Rage alone, ſends Colonel Standard to reproach her in 
his turn for accepting the Ring, which he acknow- 
ledges for his own, and lent to the other to make 2 
Trial of her Temper. By his Diſcourſe, and the An- 
ſwers ſhe makes, they diſcover each other, and are mu- 
tually tranſported to meet after ſo long an Abſence. 
She now no longer has any Pique to Mankind, and 
Standard forgives the Effects of her Reſentment, ſince 
ated for his Sake, Milair and Standard reſume their 
former Friendſhip : Cliueber and the Porter are et 
at Liberty, on the Miſtake being unrayelled : Sung 
ter is bailed, and threatens Revenge on:Lurewel! for 
the Trick ſhe has put upon him; but ſhe ſoon ſtops 
his Mouth with Papers found in his Pocket-Book, giving 
an Account of his Clandeſtine Dealings in Trade, and 
he 'is compelled to *forgive all and deliver up her 
Writings. ee. 
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Afted at Ludlow-Cafile by Perſons of a 


lity-1634, and now „ to the Stages, 
by Mr. Dar ron. 
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Jus 2 being calelated only for the 
Encouragement of Virtue, and to inculcate the 
Belief that the truly innocent, and who defire to conti- 
nue ſo, are every Moment of their Lives attended by 
Guardian Spirits, commiſſioned from the moſt High, and 
of themſelves ready and pleaſed to do Actions Bene- 
volence to us wandering and dim-ſighted Children of 
Earth; there is nothing that can be called a Plot, nor 
any Incidents to be ound Mf it ariſing either from human 
Invention, or that Chance or Fortuity, which often ſeems 
to bring forth great Events, | 
We have here two young Gentlemen, and a beautiful 
Virgin, their Siſter, coming to ſee their Father, from 
wherice the Poet has not informed us. They are be- 
nighted and loſe their Way in a Wilderneſs, and the 
Lady being weary and fatigued with her long Walk, 
lies down to repoſe . herſelf, while her Brothers go in 
Search of ſome Fruits to refreſh her as ſhe ſeems almoſt 
fainting, ——-In this Wood is the Habitation of Coms, 
the Son of Bacchus and Circe. He has learned to in- 
dulge himſelf in all ſenſual Pleaſures from his Father, 
and his Mother has taught him the Art of Sorcery.— 
He has a Liquor, which whoever drinks of, loſes all che 
Virtues of Humanity, and becomes entirely beſtial in 
his Appetite; and alſo an enchanted Wand, which with 
a Touch renders the Perſon immoveable. — Great 
Numbers of both Sexes have found the Force of his 
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-magick Art, and not having Power to leave him, form 
a kind of Court about the Necromancer He ſees 
this beautiful young Maid, as ſhe fits waiting for her 
Brothers, and aſſuming the Form. of an honeſt plain 
Countryman, allures her to enter the Palace of Vice, 
where he entertains her with every thing that can 
charm the Senſes, and having reſumed his own Shape, 


by the Touch of his Wand fixes her in a Chair which 


ſhe can no way quit, though offended with the Object: 
which preſent themſelves to her, ſhe often endeavours 
it——Al his Artifices, however, are ineffectual, to pre- 
vail on her to taſte the intoxicating Juice he offers to 
her, though compelled to hear. and fee the Songs and 
Dances form'd to inſpire looſe Defires, yet her Mind 
remains pure and uncorrupted. , 
Two Guardian Spirits taking on themſelyes the Shape 
of Shepherds, in the mean Time, appear to her Bro- 
thers; they tell them of the Dangers of this Wilderneſs, 
relate the whole Story of Comms, and bid them guard 
their Hearts againſt the Inſinuations of ſome Women 
of his Train,, who by their Speeches, Songs, and Dance 
would fain tempt them from Virtue ; but the Youths 
bred" up in the ſtricteſt Principles of Honour and Tem- 
perance, and fortified yet more by the Admopnitions of 
their celeſtial Guides, reject the Offers made them by theſe 
abandoned Creatures: This Trial over, they are con- 
ducted by the ſame good Spirits to the Palace of Comus, 
Where having been inſtructed what to do, they break 
the Cup that holds the pernicious Liquor, but the En- 
chanter makes his Eſcape with the magick Wand in 
bis Hand, which it behoved them to have broke, in 
order to ſet free their Siſter who ſtill fits immoveable in 
the Chair. 3 dee 
The attending Spirits to remedy this Misfprtune call 
in the Aſſiſtance of Sabrina, a chaſt Nymph of the 
Floods, who ſprinkling the Lady with ſome Drops ſhe 
has brought with her, releaſes her from the Enchant- 


ment, and the Morning by this Time breaking upon 


them, they all together repair honie, where their Father, 
no doubt, has impatiently expected the. 

To convey Inſtruction with Delight is certainly the 
zobleſt Aim of a Poet, and it muſt” be confeſſed this 
90 _ | great 
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great Author has extremely well hit the Mark, as the 


Mofick, the Songs and Dances charm the Senſes, and 
keep that Attention away which might otherwiſe be 
aſleep to the moral. ——1 hope there are few, if any of 
thoſe who are pleaſed with the one, who do not ſee the 
other which is couched in it, and go home with Thoughts 
more refined and delicate than they came out with; 
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FTER the Deſtruction of Troy, the Royal Captives 
being divided by Lot among the Grecian Princes ; 
Andromache, Widow of Hector, with her young Son 
Aſtyanax, fell to the Share of Pyrrbus, King of Epirus. 
This Prince was contracted to Hermione, Daughter of 
Menelaus King of Sparta; ſhe was ſent to his Court, 
all Things were ready for the Celebration of their 
Nuptials ; and every Day gave Expectations that the 
next would ſee the Performance of them ; but his Soul 
being fired with, an unhappy Paſſion for Andromache, 
made him ſtill find Pretences for Delay, though without 
receiving the leaſt Encouragement from that truly diſcon- 
folate Widow. ; 
The Greeks in the mean Time, remembring the 
Wonders they had ſeen perform'd by Hecter, begin to 
conceive Apprehenſions of what might be hereafter 
attempted by his Son ; therefore diſpatch an Ambaſſador 
to Pyrrbus, to oblige him to deſtroy the Child, or hear 
himſelf declared the Enemy of Greece; and that tlvs 
Determination may have the greater Weight, no leſs a 
Perſon than Oreftes, the Son of Agamemnon, is deputed 
in that Character, which he readily undertakes for the 
ſake of ſeeing Hermione, with whom he has long been 


paſſionately in Love. | 
BEOS Y D 5 Tha 
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The Arrival of this Prince at the Court of Epirus, and 
bis meeting with his Friend Pylades there, whom he had 
not ſeen a conſiderable Time, begins the Play. ET 
The Character of Pyrrbus is pretty conformable to 
that which Hamer has given us of his Father Achilly, 
raſh, vain-glorious, impetuous, and diſdainful of Con- 
troul: When Oreftes delivers the Purport of his Em- 
baſſy, he expreſſes a Contempt of the Greeks, for en- 
tertaining any Fears of what may happen from the Re- 
mains of Hector, but much more for any Menaces from 
themſelves; he abſolutely refuſes their Requeſt, and 
lets the Son of Agamemnon know he may depart, as ſoon 
as he pleaſes, with this final Anſwer. N 

Nothing could be more agreeable to the Wiſhes of 
Oreftes, than this Behaviour in the King .; he now flat- 
ters himſelf · that the Greeks will be diſoblig'd ; the Mar- 
riage with Hermione broke off, and that Princeſs be re- 
call'd to Sparta. His Hopes are yet more indulg'd, 
when ſhe acquaints him that ſhe has receiv'd a Command 
from Menelaus, to embark with him if Afyana is not 
deliver'd up; but all theſe pleaſing Expectations vaniſh 

when they ſeem moſt near Accompliſhment. \ 

Pyrrbus making a Merit to Andromache, of preſerving 

her Son, and demanding her Love as the Recompence 
of his Service, that afflicted Queen anſwers his Offers in 
ſo cold a Manner, as entirely changes his former Reſo- 
Jution ; and meeting Oreſtes immediately after, excuſes 
himſelf, as not having ſufficiently weighed the Greeks 
demand in their laſt Converſation ; ſays, he now allows 
the Juſtice of it, will yield Afyanax, eſpouſe Hermione 
without delay, and defires Ore/tes to inform her of it, 
and to Perſonate her Father in giving him her Hand. 

The deſpair of Oreftes is now beyond all Bounds, he 
thinks of nothing but Death, reſolves to return no more 
from Epirus, till invigorated by the Counſels of his 
Friend Pylades, they form a Plot to carry off Hermione 
by Stealth. That Princeſs, who loves Pyrrbus with an 
Extremity of Paſſion, is tranſported at this unhoped for 
Alteration in his Sentiments; and Andromacbe gives her 
whole Soul a Prey to the moſt conſummate Grief : She 
ſollicits her triumphant Rival in Behalf of the condemn'd 
Aftyanax, but receives no Conſolation, nor the leaſt 
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Proſpett of Relief, till 


Ne her Confident Cephife, - 


ſhe throws herſelf at Pyrrbys's Feet, entreating him to 
revoke his Sentence, and vowing not to outlive the Exe- 
cation of it. On ſeeing her, and hearing her Complaints, 
the King relapſes into his former Paſſion, is able to re- 

fuſe her nothing; but diſſembling the Exceſs of his 
Tenderneſs, makes the Price of her Son's Redemption, 
her Conſent to marry him, which ſhe at length grants ; 
but at the ſame Time ſecretly reſolves, that as ſoon as, 
the Nuptials are perform'd, and her Son aſſured of Pro- 
tection, to put an End to her Life, and avoid yielding 


herſelf to any ſecond Bed. | 
Hermione at this News is all diſtraction and Fury 


, the 


Wrong done to her Love, the Indignity to her Charms 


operates ſo ſtrongly on her haughty Nature, that 


Re- 


venge is all ſhe now deſires : She ſends for Or#/ev, \ſhe 
begs, ſhe commands him to aſſiſt in her Deſigns, ſhe ſooths 
his Love, ſhe promiſes him hers, and at laſt prevails 
on him to aſſaſſinate Pyrrbus in the Temple, where he 


was gone to be married to Andromache. * 


Orefles having undertaken this dreadful Commiſſion, 
aſſembles all his Friends,” and ſeconded by the Spar- 
tans of Hermione's Train, goes to the Temple,” where 
he finds it no difficult Matter to perform bis Promiſe, 
the greateſt Part of Pyrrhus's Guards being placed about 
Aftyanax. The unhappy Prince was murder'd at the 


Foot of the Altar, in the very Moment he was, givin 
Andromache his Hand. The cruel Deed accompliſhed, 


Oreſtes haſtens to Hermione, informs her that her Orders 
are obey'd, and demands her Promiſe of embarking with 


him for-Sparta : But the Princeſs, inſtead of appro 


ving 


what the had with ſo many Threats, Prayers, and Pro- 


miſes ia forced, upbraids the horrid Action, calls him a 
Murderer, a vile Aſſaſſin, declares her Hate to him, 
her Love to Pyrrhus ; and meeting the Body of that 
ſlaughter'd Prince, plunges a Dagger into her Boſom, 
and teſtifies ſhe had no leſs a ſhare of Tenderneſs for his 


Perſon, than of Rage for his Indifference. 


Oreftes confuſed, aftoniſh'd at the Treatment . 
received from a Perſon who alone could have had power 
to urge him to a Deed like what he had juſt been guiſty 


ol, is quite ſtupified, and wholly regardleſs of his 


. 


own. / | 


Safety g 
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Gafety ; but when Pylades acquaints him with the Death 
of Hermione, he loſes the Uſe of his Reaſon entirely, 
and falls into the moſt terrible Ravings that Grief, Re- 
morſe ani Horror ever excited. Andromache, being 
proclaimed Queen, and vowing Revenge on the Mur- 
derers of Pyrrbus, the faithful Pylades forces his wretched 
Friend on board the Veſſel which bad brought him on 
this fatal Embaſſy ; and the ſecure Protection the State 
of 52 now affords to Hecter's Son and Widow, finiſhes 
the Buſineſs of this affecting and celebrated Play. 
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T ORD Touchword, 1 en worthy Nobleman, is 
T. mae to a Woman who ſeems to have in her a 
_*Complication of Vices, Pride, Revenge, and Wanton- 
. "Heſs, to a very great Excels ; tho! treated in the moſt 
tender Manner by her Lord, ſhe indulges the moſt vio- 
"Tent Paflion for Me/ifen?,” his Nephew, a young Gentle- 
man of and amiable and virtuous Character; ſhe de- 
clares to him her criminal Inclinations, but he is ſtruck 
with Horror at the Thoughts of an inceſtuous Amour, 
and endeavours to bring her into better Sentiments; but 
this, inſtead of working any Effect for her Amendment, 
only renders her outrageous, and makes her take a Re- 
ſolution of ruming him, without abating any Thing of 
Her lawleſs Paſſion. In that Inftant of Time, full of 
Diſtraction at the Slight put upon her Charms, ſhe meets 
- Maſkwel, a moſt cunning deſigning. Villian-; and being 
aà kind of Dependant on the Family, had long flattered 
her with a pretended Paſſion, in order, ſeeing into ber 
"Temper, to bring her into Deſigns which he * 
2 9 a * or 
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for the aggrandizing himſelf, —The Humour ſhe was in 
gained him his Point, and ſhe readily gave herſelf to his 
Embraces, on Condition he ſhould aſſiſt her Revenge on 
M.lifont, and break a Match intended between him and 
a young Lady called Cynthia, Davghter of her Brother, 
Sir Paul Plyant, a very filly old Knight, This he vows 
to do, and vows fincerely, being himſelf fecretly' in Love 


both with the Perſon of Cynthia, and her Fortune. To 


this End he adviſes Lady Touchwood td tell Sir Paul and 
Lady Plyant,that Me/ifent had no real Regard for Cynthia, 

only defired to marry her, as he thought be ſhould have 
greater Opportunities of making his Court to her Mo- 
ther- in-Law, Lady Plyant. Lady Touchwood approves 


the Plot, and puts it in Execution, and the Story, im- 


probable as it is, gains an eaſy Credit with both. 
Lady Plant has no larger a Share of Wit, than her 
Huſband, but the Deficiency of her Underſtanding ig 
ſupplied by an immoderate Vanity, which m her 
ſwallow the moſt incredible Abſurdities, if in the leaſt 
flattering to her Beauty. Sir Paul is in a great 

Paſſion with Me/ifont, and tells him he ſhall never ſee - 
his Daughter any more ; but his Lady teſtifies a Reſent- 
ment mingled with a viſible Satisfaction, and behaves 
in the moſt ridiculous Manner imaginable ; however, 
they both join in forbidding him even to think of O- 
tbia; ſo a Match juſt concluded on is broke off in ſpite 
of all that Lord Teac bau who believes nothing of the 
Story, can ſay in defence of his Nephew. The poor 
young Gentleman, who tenderly loves Cyarhia, and is 
equally beloved by her, is in great Confuſion of Mind, 


till he is cheer'd by Maſt wel, who 2 to be his 
et al 


very ſincere Friend, and promiſes to | right again: 
but inſtead of doing any Thing for his Service, he con- 


trives with Lady Touchwwood to ruin him with his Uncle. JS, 


—— Theſe are the Methods they take; that wicked 
Woman tells her Lord, that Me/ifont has for a whole 
Year been attempting her - Chaſtity, and of late has 
grown fo bold, that ſhe did not think it ſafe for her to 
conceal it any longer; ſhe accompanies her Accuſations 
with Tears, and every Infinuation that ill-defigning 
Wit can ſuggeſt, till her Lord is perfectly deceived into 
Belief,” But to give yet a ſtronger W 
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Words, there is ſtill a farther Scheme, which is, Maſe: 


«wel tells Melifont, that his Aunt has confeſt. a Paſſion der 
for him, and appointed him to meet her in her Bed- con 
Chamber at eight a-Clock that Evening, and perſuade; Wl are 


him to conceal himſelf in a Cloſet, and when he hay to 
heard enough between them to threaten her with, then 
to ſtart out upon her, reproach her Inſidelity, and oblige 
her to bring on the Marriage again with him and Cys 
thia as a Recompence for his keeping this Diſcovery of 
her Falſhood from his Uncle. Malifont is overjoyed at the 
promiſed Opportunity of forcing her to be his Friend, 


and readily falls into the Snare. He conceals himſelf az 


agreed upon; Lady Touchwoed and Maſewwel enter; ſhe L 
treats, him with the moſt guilty Endearments, and Mali. ty, 
Font. ruſhes out upon them; Maſezve! runs out of the mer 
Chamber; and while he is endeavouring to bring her ih the! 
to Terms for the Purchaſe of his Secrecy, Lord Touch. it is 
ab is ſent by Maſewel : the Moment of his Entrance, parts 
Lady Toxchwood (creams'out for Help, and pretends M.. ſecur 
Liſont attempted to raviſh her. The Lord, who before for! 
had been perſuaded of his Nephew's Villainy, imagined T 
he had now an undeniable Proof of it, and flew into 2 thoſe 
Ruge proportionable to the ſeeming Occaſiog.— M. Care 
font endeavours tojuſtify himſelf, and lay open his Aunt I and! 
- Baſeneſs, but the other will not ſuffer him to ſpeak, but Follic 
leaves him with a Menace of never ſeeing him more. main 
This pretended Service has ſo ingratiated Maſexve/ to Bi Carel 
Lord Touchwoed, that he reſolves to diſinherit his Ne-: make: 
- Phew ; he takes into his Head to make that Villain his WW ceivec 
Heir, believing him the moſt honeſt and ſincere Mat the ſe 
upon Earth; —— withall he promiſes to uſe his Interelt I both « 


with Sir Paul Plyant, that he may marry his Daughter, 
and every Thing is juſt on the Criſis of crowning his de- 
teſtable Plots with all the Succeſs he could defire, when 
Lady Toachwood finding her Lord's Intentions, is almoſ 
- diſtracted with Rage and Jealouſy, and beginning to ſal 

' . ped, that inſtead of making Maſteve/ the Tool of cart), 
ing on her Deſigns, ſhe has been only the Inſtrument di 
accompliſhing thoſe he had form'd merely for his own 
Intereſt, ſhe flies upon him with all the Fury of a Wo- 
man ſo beyond Meaſure provoked, and holds a Dagger 


in her Hand, with which ſhe yows Revenge. —— H. 
pu 
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puts all his old Artifices in ice, to bring her to Mo 
deration, and proteſts this Marriage is only that he may 
continue to enjoy her with more Security. While they 
are in this Converſation, Lord Touchwood, with Cynthia, 
to whom he has been communicating his Deſire of ſee- 
ing her married to his new Favourite Maſtzve/, happens 
to come into the Gallery where they are talking. —— 
Cynthia prevails on his Lordſhip to ſtand afide and liſten 
to them, ſo that the whole Secret of both their baſe and 
diſhonourable Proceedings is detected, and their Artifices 
no longer are a Refuge from the juſt Vengeance of a 
Huſband and a Patron ſo monſtrouſly wrong' d. 

Lord Touehwwood, now aſhamed of his former Creduli- 
ty, aſks his Nephew's Pardon, re-inſtates him in his for- 
mer Favour ; and all the Obſtacles which before impeded 
the Marriage with Cynthia, being thus happily removed, 

it is now agreed upon by yo Parties. Lord Touchwood 
parts for ever from his Lady, and makes the Servants 
ſecure Maſtexwel till he can think of a proper Puniſhment 
for him. | | a 
There are four other Characters in this Play beſides 
thoſe I have mentioned, which are Lord and Lady Froth, 
Careleſs, a Friend of Meliſant, and Briſe, a great Fop 
and Pretender to Wit; theſe ſerve only to {expoſe the 
Follies of the Age, and are no Way conducive to the 
main Plot, nor have any among themſelves, but that 
Careleſ5, taking the Advantage of Lady Plyant's Vanity, 
makes his Addreſſes to her, which are favourably re- 
ceived ; as are alſo thoſe of Hriſt by Lady Freth, tho“ 
the ſeems paſſionately in Love with her Huſband ; and 
both theſe Ladies prove, that however weak a Woman 
15, the fillieſt of them all have yet Artifice enough to im- 
poſe on a Huſband who loves them. RES | 
The Whole, however, of this Play, even in the moſt 
amorous Part of it, is conducted with a Decency worthy 
the Author, who, for Purity of Diction, as well as Wit, | 
and Strength of Sentiment, has been equall'd but by few, 
and whoſe Works will, doubtleſs, outlive moſt of thoſe 
of a more modern Date, : v 52 216 
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THE 
DOUBLE GALLANT, 
OR THE 
SICK LADYs CURE. 
A COMEDY. _ 


* Mr. CI BB EA. 


— — 


T. are few Eng liſb plays which afford- a 
reater Diverſity of Characters, or Variety of In. 
bi, than this; and none, that I know of, where the 
one are more lively and agreeable, or the oeher; nume- 
rous as they are, more naturally introduced. 
2 Mr. Wilfall and Sir Harry Atall are 8 Gentle. 
men, Neighbours and Friends, the former has a Daughte . 
called Silvia, bred in London, with ſome Relations, and I debtec 
the latter has a Son, who, on his Return from his Tra 
vels, is deſign'd for the Huſband of that young Lady, 
They have never ſeen each other, but the Matter being 
agreed on between the Parents, how agreeable it may be 
to them is not in the leaſt conſulted. 
Young Atall receives a poſitive Command from hi 


his Pe 
ratit 
he rec 
oncea 


Father to come to Eng/and with all poſſible Expedition lodged 
in order to be married to a Lady he had made Choice vas he 
for him. He obeys the Summons, but is ſomewhat fear might 
ful that his Inclinations may not be conformable to hy Ata 
Duty, eſpecially as he finds in himſelf no Diſpoſition wii. mo 
marry any Woman, though ſhe appeared ever ſo hand-: a little 


ſome in his Eyes. Happening to arrive ſomewhat be %% m 
| fore Sir Harry comes to London, he falls into the A haps p 
quaintance of a young Lady called Clarinda, Niece i dent f 
Sir Solomon Sadlift, under als Truſt ſhe and her Fo withou 
tune is, which is very conliderable : Her Beauty avfiWthey w. 
Hamour render her extremely agreeable to him, he make the no 
Love to her, though without any Intentions of 'a-ſeriou 5 

| | Courtſhig 
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curtſhip, and ſhe encourages him more out of a little 
bpirit of Coquetry, than any extraordinary liking : be- 
at that'Time addreſſed by a Gentleman named Cleri- 
ont, who has the moſt tender and eſtabliſhed Paſſion for 
\er, and whom ſhe really loves as much as is conſiſtent 
vith the Gaiety of her Temper. Atall, however, has 
zot ſo much devoted his Heart to her as not to leave 
Room for another Impreſſion. As he was one Day on 
he River Thames, going to ſhoot the Bridge, he ſaw a 
boat, which, by the Careleſſneſs of the Watermen, 
ruck againſt the Piles, and was immediately overſet. 
here was. a young Lady in it, who muſt inevitably 
have been loft, had he not jumped into the Water, and 
vith the Hazard of his Life ''catch'd her, juſt finking, 
ind brought her into his Boat. That diſtreſſed Condition 
liſcovered to him ſo many Charms, that he immediately 
me inflamed with a Paſſion, which till then had been' 
holly a Stranger to him; having naturally a good Share 
pf Confidence he preſently acquainted her with the Effect 
her Beauty had on him, but the ſame Reaſon which had 
hindered him from letting Clarinda know who be was, 
pbliged him to conceal his real Name to this Lady alſo, 


ag hter fand on her defiring to be informed to whom ſhe was in- 
„ aN debted for her Life, he ſaid he was a Gentleman of For- 
Ta. tune, and called Freeman. He entreated Permiſſion to 
Lady. NVigt ber, and ſhe having a more than ordinary Liking to 
being Apis Perſon, was glad of ſo plauſible an Excuſe as that of 


ratitude for her Deliverance to allow him the Favour - 
he requeſted ; but as ſhe had Reaſons as well as he for 
oncealing herſelf, ſhe. forbore telling him where ſhe 
lodged, but appointed him to come to Clarinda's who 
was her near Relation, and a Lady whom ſhe knew 

night take that Freedom with. | OW. 
to hy Atall, who, till he ſaw this laſt Beauty, was one of 
on the moſt gay, wild, inconſtant Men on Earth, had made 
hand fe little Sort of an Acquaintance with the Lady of Sir 
at bes. omen Sadlife, whom he ſaw in the Park; and had per- 
e Ae baps puſh'd it farther, had not her Huſband; by Acci- 
dent paſſing that Way, broke off their Converſation, 
without giving them Time to acquaint each other Who 
they were, or where they might ſee each other again, to 
the no ſmall Mortification of both; for ſhe being young 


riſhin 2 


and amorous, and finding nothing in the Perſon or Coy, 


, ar 
verſation of Sir So/omon, but what ſerved to render hig ha 
contemptible to her, was as well pleaſed to receive thy ompl 
Addreſles of a fine Gentleman, ſuch as Atall, as he cou angu: 

be to make them. 8 | no Dil 
Theſe are the Preparations for thoſe agreeable Scen nd Fe 
which give the firſt Part of the Title; a different Pla e ha 
wholly detach'd from the other, comes under. the ſecond, probat 
Lady Dainty is a fine young Woman of Quality, but hes a 1 
Affectation is immoderate : She thinks its indelicate eva priend 
to be in perfect Health, and vulgar to like any Thig ne is 
that is the Produce of her own Country, ſo is the eterni bat 
Dupe of Doctors and Apothecaries for the one, and ii Surpr 
who pretend to be Rarity-mongers for the other, Can Sad 
I:ſs is à Gentleman of Birth and Fortune, who lova ever! 
and would fain cure her of her Follies, to which End h dema 
tries all Means: Finding that Submiſſion is in vain, lM vurſt 
has Recourſe to Remonſtrances; thoſe ineffeQual, le ads 
ws more bold, breaks her Vials of Phyſick before hu her tl 
Ko and turns her 7eponeſe, Armenians, Jews, and the prepe 
reſt of the Bauble-Sellers out of Doors, yet ſhe is ſtill i. ow 
corrigible, and he as far as ever from his Hopes eithe Bl ſo at 
of marrying, or reclaiming her. He relates his ill Sue. Ty 
_ ceſs to his Friend Clerimont, but refolves to perſeven Bi Stair 
as does the other alſo, who is ia little leſs, Diſturbance fl to C. 
Mind at the Coquetry*of Clarinda, who neither entire ror t 
Iy diſcards him, nor will give him any Aſſurance of ba have 
ection. To ſecure her as much as poſſible, he hu intri 
ined the Intereſt of her Guardian, Sir So/omon, by Eye: 
Promiſe of five hundred Pound, yet ſhe till trifling wil Cou 
him, and treating him with more Coldneſs than ever, WW Cha 
he grows jealous that there is ſome Riyal in the Ca Nar 
and is ſo diligent in obſerving her, that ſhe cannot admit defi 
Atall at her own Lodgings, but meets him in other Place Sa 
which is the Occaſion that he does not ſuſpect her fo to 0 
the Miſtreſs of Clerimont, whoſe intimate Friend he the 


nor is alarmed. at that Place being appointed for waiting 
on his new Charmer. | 

That young Lady having told her Couſin Clarinda d 
the Obligation ſhe has to the ſuppoſed Mr. Freeman, goe 
to her Lodgings to receive him at the Hour ſhe hat 
given him Leave to come, he is too much — 
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Ir C, and on Notice being given of his coming, Clarinda 
ler lu etires that the other may entertain him. After the firſt 
ve tompliments are over, he begins to addreſs her in the 
e cod anguage of Love, on which ſhe freely confeſſes ſhe has 
no Diſlike co him, provided he prove the Man of Birth 
Sceng and Fortune he has t himſelf, but tells him 
nt Plo e has an intimate Friend in the next Room, whoſe Ap- 
ſecond probation ſhe: will have before ſhe conſents to receive him 
but ke as a Lover. He is very willing to ſtand the Teſt of that 
ate era priend's Examination, on which Clarinda comes forth. 
Thie is Thunder ſtruck at the Sight of her, but flicks to 
eter bat he has ſaid to the other, and on her expreſſing a 
and u Surprize at ſeeing him there, and calling him Colonel 
* Fand ſaſt, he utterly denies the Name, or that he hag 
E ore ever {cen her before, proteſts he is a Gloucefter faire Gen- 
nd by tleman, and his Name Freeman. Clariuda is ready 1o 
an, u burſt with Spite at being thus outfaced, eſpecially as ſhe 
al, u finds her Couſin preferr'd ſo palpably to her: She tells 
ore ha ber the whole that has paſt between them, but the other 
| prepoſſeſſed by her good Opinion of him, cannot tell 
how e it, and to vex the other, ſeems not to do 
ſo at al ht | 
To compleat the Intricacy, as Atall is going down 
Stairs, he meets Lady Sadlife, who was there on a Viſit 
to Clarinda; not the Paſſion he has for his fair unknown, 
nor the Rub he has juſt met with in his Addreſſes to her, 
have the Power to hinder him from proſecuting a new 
Intrigue : She makes an Appointment with him the ſame 
Evening at her own Houſe, In the mean Time the two 
Couſins violently angry, and jealous of each other's 
Charms, at laſt reſolve to write to him, the one by the 
Name of Standfaft, the other by that of Freeman, both 
defiring to ſee him at ſeven o Clock that Evening at Lady 
Sadlife's. He was now more at a Loſs than ever what 
to do; he found they were reſolved to be convinced, if 
the Colonel and: Mr. Freeman were two Perſons or one 
and had beſides another lexity, which neither of 
theſe Ladies could divine. The Hour was exactly the 
lame, in which he had wrote to Lady Sadlife, that he 
would wait on her, and it being her Houſe where the two 
fait Rivals had reſolved on making a Trial of him, he 
knew not which Way to act, to prevent a D 
W 


\ 
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which muſt infallibly ruin him with one of them, if ng 
all three. As to Lady Sad/ife, he thought he might gg 
ſomewhat before the Time, and excuſe himſelf by the 
Impatience of his Love, and as to managing the other, 
he adviſed with his Friend Clerimont, who little fuſpeQed 
he was ſerving him with his own Miſtreſs, and between 
them they found a Stratagem ſo as to prevent the Ladies 
from being poſitive at leaſt that he had deceived them, 
But while this double, or rather treble Gallant, wa 
puzzling himſelf how to behave, Lady Sad/fe was not 
without her Troubles on his Account: She had bid hin 
direct his Letter for her to Mrs. Wi/5well her Woman, 
and fign it only with ſome romantic Name, and happy 
it was for her ſhe had this Precaution; for Sir So/omen 
intercepted it, which put her at firſt into a moſt terrible 
Fright ; but he opening it, and finding nothing in it but 
what might poſſibly be wrote to the Perſon it was di. 
rected to, grew ſo good humour'd that he would needs 
have his Wife write an Anſwer to it in her Woman's 
Name; which ſhe complies with, though with a ſeeming 
Unwillingneſs, and this Scene is very diverting. | 
Atall comes, as he was obli before his' Hour, but 
Sir Solomon being gone out, he was introduced to the 
Lady's Chamber; as Opportunities of this Nature were 
like to be ſcarce, he was for puſhing his good Fortune, 
and concluding the Aﬀair at once ; but Lady Sadlife af- 
fecting Coyneſs, Sir Solomon returns, while they are talk- 
ing. on which they are obliged to conceal him in a Cloſet. 
The Lady ſlips into an inner Room, and Wifwelt opens 
the Chamber Door to Sir Solamon, after he had knock'd 
ſome Time. The faſtening of the Door, and Delay of 
letting him in, made him imagine there was ſomething 


extraordinary in Hand, eſpecially as he thought he had 


heard the Voice of a Man. Jealouſy grows ſtrong in 
him, yet not enough to overpower his Cowardice, he 
fears to dete the Perſon who he thinks has injured him, 
or make any Mention of his Suſpicion, while he imagines 
him in hearing. As he looks round the Room, he is 
convinced that if any Man has been there, he muſt cer» 
tainly be hid in the Cloſet, ſo bethinks himſelf of a Way 
to be aſſured, and at the ſame Time get rid of this Inva- 
der of his Honour without Danger. He puts rey 


[69] 


and as ſoon as ſhe is gone, goes to the Cloſet Door, and 
calls ſofcly for him to come out. Atall ſuppoſing it is 
the Lady, ventures forth, and runs off without ſay ing 
my Thing that can confirm Sir Se/omon of his Intentions. 
e is no ſooner gone than the Huſband puts himſelf in 
iis Place, and M ib returning with a Light, and he- 
lieving Sir Salomon gone, goes to the Cloſet to releaſe 
{tall, whom ſhe imagines ſtill there: When ſhe calls to 
him, Sir Salomon raſhes out upon her, ſhe ſhrieks, and 
ly Sadlife runs in, and pretends to fall in a Fit at ſee- 
ing her Huſband offering Violence to her Woman ; he 
ndeavours to recover and pacify her, and gives WiÞwell 
oney not to diſcover to her Lady that he has been 
jealous of her. my 3 
Atall is no ſooner diſengaged from this Adventure, 
an he dreſſes himſelf for Colonel Srzandfaft, and goes 
o the Apartment where he is expected by the two La- 
lies. He accoſts Clarinda with the Gaiety he alwa 
ated her with, and ſalutes her Couſin as a Perſon he 
d never ſeen before: She is ſtrangely ſurprized; ſhe 
finds in him the exact Shape, Stature, and Features, but 
zothing of the Behaviour of Mr. Freeman, and is divided 
in her Thoughts; however, the Concern ſhe teſtifies at 
fearing ſhe is impos'd upon, betrays ſo much Tendernels 
or him, that it increaſes his Affection; but he continues 
de Deception, and a Meſſenger arrives to acquaint. her, 
tat Mr. Freeman having been arreſted by Miſtake for 
olonel Stasdſaſt, he quarrell'd with the Officer, and is 
wrt in the Arm, but will wait on der as ſoon as his 
ound is dreſt. This confounds the Ladies, even the 
onfident Clarinda begins to ſtagger in her Opinion, and 
ill not now ſwear that the Colonel and Mr. Freeman are 
ie ſame. As they are in this Dilemma, an Officer comes 
n and ſeizes him on a ſham Warrant of High Treaſon ; 
de is carried off, and in two or three Minutes returns in 
different Habit as the grave, ſober Mr. Freeman ; Cla- 
inda, to be eas'd. of the Perplexity ſhe is in, goes to 
be Houſe. where the pretended Officer ſaid he ſhould 
arry the Colonel; and as ſhe was ſtepping into her 
hair, Clerimont, as had been agreed between him and 
(tall, comes in, the Sight of Clarinda ; makes * 


Candle as if by Accident, and ſends Vic us ll to light it. 
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peR the Truth that Atall is his Rival, and the ſole Ocry, 
ſion of his Miſtrefs's late Coldneſs to him; but being: 
Man of Senſe, moderates his Reſentment till he has a 
Opportunity of talking to him alone, and before the Fu 
unknown, calls him by the Name of Freeman, and ſeem 
to wonder at the great Reſemblance there is between bin 
and Colonel Standfaft, whom, he ſays, he has juſt mg 
in the Hands of one of the King's Meſſengers. Thi 
Gentleman's Arrival puts the finiſhing Stroke to cleari 
all this young Lady's Doubts ; ſhe freely confeſſes a 
Affection for him; but while he is vowing eternal Coy 
ſtancy to ber, her Aunt comes haſtily in, and acquaint 
her that her Father is come to Town, and that ſhe mul 
prepare to be married that very Night: Atall ſeem 
diſtracted at this News, but the Lady aſſures him ſhe wil 
omit nothing to break off a Match which is deteſtable u 
her fince ſhe has ſeen him; begs him to be eaſy, ai 
| N that in two Hours Time ſhe will ſend to l 
him know her Fortune and Family. After her Dept 
ture Clerimont begins to call Atall to account for having 
impoſed on him in the Affair of C/arinda; the other # 
ſurprized, and proteſts he was intirely tguorant, as it 
deed he was, that ſhe was the Woman he loved, and u 
ſures him that he is ready to renounce all Pretenſions to 
| ed and will readily confeſs the Deception he put up 
er. | | 
__. Clerimont, after this, meets C/arinda, and reproachs 
her with entertaining another Lover, tho' without namny 
the Perſon, She is juſt come from the Meſſengers, bu 
can get no Satisfaction as to the Colonel; but as ſhe by 
no Love for him, begins to grow weary of troubling 
herſelf ahout him: She ſeems to reſent Clerimont's Int 
3 patience, but ſecretly acknowledges the Juſtice of it, att 
"reſolves to make him amends. ' Accordingly ſhe dreſ 
' herſelf in Men's Cloaths, goes to her Uncle, offers hit 
a thouſand Pounds for his Intereſt in his Niece, whid 
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Occy und finds nothing but a Hilt : She offers to give him his 
eing iLife, if he will renounce his Pretenſions to Clarinda ; 
has a Which he refuſing, ſhe diſcovers herſelf, acknowledges 
ie Ful he has treated him ill, but will now make him happy: 
| ſeen; le receives her with Tranſports ſuitable to the Paſſion 
en hin he has for her; and they now marry without giving Sir 
ſt me o/omer the five hundred Pounds he was to have received 

Thy rom Clerinont. | n roa 
learig The fair Couſin of Clarinda is now in the utmoſt 
ſſes u Diſtreſs, ſhe is preſſed by her Father to marry a Perſon 


ſhe never ſaw ; in vain ſhe confeſſes her Heart is en- 
paged ; he threatens to diſclaim her for his Daughter, if 


ie mulſhe perſiſts in Diſobedience ; ſhe ſends for Atail, who 
ſeem he thinks is Freeman; he pleads his Cauſe, but without 
ſhe wil Sacceſs; and while he is doing ſo, old Sir Harry Atall 
able u comes in; he is inraged at hearing he has been ſo long 
y, ado Town without letting him know it; and tells him he 
to le muſt reſolve to marry the Lady he has provided for him 
Depat{Wimmediately. The young Gentleman proteſts, he never 
havig can be happy with that Lady, on which his Father vows 


to difinherit him; but all this Rage is ſoon converted in- 


as ino Joy at the Diſcovery that the charming ncognita is 
and the real Silvia, whom he was deſign'd for, and Mr. 
ſions i Frerman that very Mr. Atall intended for the Huſband 
ut up of Silvia, neither of the Fathers knowing each other's 


Children, by reaſon of their being bred the one in Lon- 


roachs n and the other Abroad. 23 1 
namig i While Silvia and Clarinda have bröught their Affairs 
ers, buito ſo happy a Cataſtrophe, Careleſi deſpairing of gaining 
ſhe Lady Daincy in his own Shape, aſſumes that of 4 Muſco- 
-oublin{Mvite Prince, and diſguiſed with huge Whikers,” and a 
it's an Habit, makes his Addreſſes. The Defign ſur- 
it, u reeds, and ſhe readily conſents to marry him; after 
def hich he diſcovers himſelf ; and as he a Gentleman é- 
ers Mugen! to herſelf, in Fortune, notwithiſtabding the Reflection 
„ wb bat her Folly had laid her open co be a Prey to Atty 
/ich beat that might have attempted her, ſhe rejoices to haye 
me, een deceived for her own Good, by one who loves Her, 
ords and is a Man of Hon dur. 
vel, da Sir S/ mon and his Lady ave the only Perſons who are 
_ tot ſatisfied with theſe Eyercs, the one for miſſing the 
vich be | 


live hundred Pounds he was made to expect by the — 
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of his Niece, and the other from finding: herſ 
diſappointed in the agreeable Gallant the Addreſſes q 
Atall had flattered her with. 
There are, beſides the Characters I have mentionel 
three: vthers, Sir Squabble Splithair, Captain Strut, aw 
Mr. Saunter, all Pretenders to Clarinda; but as they 
enter but once, and & 5 only to beighten the Scene, 
thought it would be rather impertinent than agreeable 
give * Detail of their Behaviour. 
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ME Author is indebted for the Condit of thi 
May to a Novel, intitled, The Secret Hiſtory 

of Eltzabeth and the Earl of Eſſex; and happy 

was to have ſo popular a Subject modell d to his Hand 
that intereſting | Manner we find it. 

To. heighten our Compaſſion for the unhappy Earl 
and juſtify the Qu Joon ehement Affection for him, Þ 
1s; ee er as len of all thoſe, eminent Qualiti 
Which compoſe a fury and to be a faultleſs Chgrall 
requires only to hary had a greater Command over W 
Paſſions. Burlcigh, ii Miniſter to the Queen, jealoh 
of her Glory, and en\jous_ of the Favours . heap'd @ 
_ E/*x, is continually labyuring to render him ſuſpecel 
Sir Walter Raleigh, no leh his Enemy, joins his 2. 


en e che ſame End, and both are ee th 


7 
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berſeh alicions:: Counteſs of Notthygham, who, having been 

eſſes d paſſianately, in Love with Z/ex, and rejected by him, 

ſeeks to ruin what ſhe can't enjoy. The Impetuoſity of 

the Earl's Temper gave them but too great an Oppor- 

tunity, and they accompliſh'd their Ends in the follow- 
ing Manner. . Gz Matt 

A Rebellion breaking out in /re/and, headed by Ty- 

rome, a very valiant Man, Zfex, as being Lord-Lieute- 

nant of that Kingdom, and Captain-General of all her 

Majeſty's Forces both by Sea and Land, marched with, a 

powerful Army againſt him; after ſome ſlight Sæirmiſhes. 

the Earl's, Troops being much haraſſed, and the Enemy 

poſted very advantageouſly, | he yielded to a Parley, 

| which being very private, was reprelented ta the Queen 

A (8 25 derogatory to her Honour, and as if the Earl was not 

free from ſome clandeſtine Deſigns. Burleigh and Raleigh, 

with ſome other Members of both Houſes, petition her 

for Leave to impeach him of High Treaſon, which ſhe 

— Wh not only refuſes, but is extremely incenſed that ſuch a 

2. Motion has been made, repeats the former Services the 

F Earl has done the Nation, and reproaches them with- 

Malice, Envy, and Ingratitude : The Earl of. Southamp- 

u, a very ſincere Friend of E, urges. every Thing 

be con in his Behalf, and extols the Queen's Juſtice in 

| protecting him; ſo that for that Time his Enemies are 
put to Silence. | | 

The Queen however, not ſatisfied with his Behaviour, 

ſends Orders to him to repair his , paſt Conduct, and not 

quit /re/and till the Rebels are totally ſubdued, and all 

Things quieted 3 but the Earl hearing of the Accuſations 

had been brought againſt him, was too impatient to be 

clear'd; and having engaged Tyronne to lay down his 

Arms, came over in ſpite of the Queen's poſitive Com- 

mand to the contrary. His cruel Foes rejoiced ; all bis 

Friends were, alarmed at this imprudent Step; the 

Counteſs of Rutiard, to whom he was privately married, 

5 trembled for the Conſequence ; and the Queen herſelf 

54 Was beyond Meaſure afflicted to find that his raſh Pro- 

P eeding now left her no Pretence to eſpouſe his Cauſe, 

pee ithout manifeſting a Tenderneſs which ſhe was deſirous 

Wy” ff concealing from the whole World. The Conſidera- 

br; 4 tion of her Dignity, heighten'd by her native Haughti- 

E nels; 
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"nels, "andthe ſebret ode ſhe bears him, &dcafion ru 
Conflieis in her Breaſt; long ſhe debates within herſeſ 
whether ſhe ſtall obey the Dictates of the or, and ſeii 
the audacious- Man to the Tower, or comply with ih 
"ſoft Impuſe of the ober, and admit the beloved Crimi 
nal to juſtify himſelf before her: The latter, rafter may 
Struggling, gets the beiter, bat not wichoùt ſoine Re. 
ſtrictions ; ſhe reſolbes to ſee him, but to receive him i 
'Tuch a Manner as ſhall leàve him no Roòm to Hope te 
will eaſily pardon his Offences. 9 41 
Burleigh, Raleigh, and Nottingham are preſent at thi 
"Interview, on the latter of which ſhe leans, and ſeem 
- buſy in Diſcourſe, without once locking on the Eau 
and, after ſuffering him to- kneel ſome Pime, quits t. 
Room, ſternly commänding all who have Loyalty to ft 
low her, and leave the Tfaitor to himſelf. None dig 
to diſobey, even Southampton goes, bat ſoon tet 
and, 'with the diſtonſolate Rarland, bewails' his Might 
tunes. Immediately aſter Bariagb and Nalugb are im 
to demand his Staff of Offices, Which he refaſes 8 


to any but the Queen hereelf; and both hezhd de- 
' ton treat thoſe Mimſters wirn Contempt. 82 
"The Quten being preſendty informed df this Behaviou, 
"5s Highly insens'd, Jet fil divided in her Fhought; 
me cannet brock che Railings of No/#ing Yam againſt hm 
and the Praiſes beſtowed on him by the anwary Ru 
"\idke her yet möre untaſy, by the Diſcovery! that ie 
Joveschim: "She, "However; at laſt, conmands'he) (hail 
brought into her Preſeee: he attempts to vihdicate f 
Conduct, but the "Reaſons he gives febm tod weir 
”eotivitice her Judgment of His Innocence. Sbe pardes 
"Aim to ſatibfy the ſecret Affection ſhe has for hin; 
deprives him of alf his Honours in Conſideration of u 
mus thotlght owing to herſelf as Queen. - Here the th 
zs no longer able to reſtrain the Impetuoſity of his N 
ate, be hrows his Staff at her Feet, \xccompanied'wi 
dome Bxprefiions, that ſound like Reproaches ; on lf 
Fre Giebn, ihflknled! dich Wrath, "gives im u 
He lays tis Hand on lis Sword, and it is in vain d 
Southampton Foe him to be more moderate; he f 
on repcating hi Seteſces, uud accuſing Burleigh, N 
teigh, und even- her Majelly, ef Injuſüce. She de 


* 
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alm in the utmoſt Nage, and none remain with him but 
Southampton, who in this Exi will not forfake him. 
Grown deſperate with bis 'Misfortunes, he runs head - 
gong into the City, proelaims his Wrongs, aud inveighs 
againſt the Miniſtry. All this is told with Aygravations 
to the Queen, who orders the wo Earls to be -ſeized. 
They are purſued and taken, and ſent eloſe Priſoners to 
the Tower, there to wait their Trial. But the Queen, 
in ſpite of all ean be ſafd to her, will needs ſee Ee be- 
fore he goes, and fearing his Crimes were too flaprant 
to eſeape Sentence, in order to ſave his Ife, gives him 
Ring, with-a"ſolemn Promiſe,” that whenever he ſends 
that, to graut him in-Return whatever he ſhall an. 
As ſhe expécted, he was found. guilty by the Law, and 
condemned to loſe his Head; "as was alſo his Friend 
out bamptun. Her Majeſty knew that by her Prerogative 
ſhe-had- a Right to pardon! him; bat then ſhe thought 
ſach a Grace would too much betray a Weakneſs unwor- 
thy of a Queen, and*waited till he ſhould ſend the Ring, 
and beg his Life. Impatient till ſhe n.) im fecnte 
the ſends Morriagham to him, who pretending the great - 
eſt Compaſſion for him, is intruſted by him wich this 
precious Pledge of Safety, and with it a Petition to the 
Queen for Mercy. She had now all ſhe wiſh'd in her 
By ? ollellion,” and. a full Opportunity to revenge the Cog- 
Rall tempt he bad ſhewr her Charms. Tiftead of bearing his 
Hat e Meſlage to the Queey, ſhe repreſents him as inſolent, 
walk aida ning to receive any Favor from her; and daring 
ale all that her Power and Indignation can inflict: To 
weak neigten ber Diſpleaſute agalhſt kin, an umubley Acci- 
phie dent contributes: His Wife heating he was condemn'd to 
m; (ie, quite deſperate with Grlef, flies to the Queen, te- 
of uu veals the Secret of their Marriage, and begs her Huſ- 
wer band's Life. Recs, 
$ | : N 'F | } li I Ji th 7 t . * 

ied wo 2 greater Height man in the: Behaviour, ur Nw of 
on gui Princeſs ; ſhe. ſpurns the Counteſs from her, and gives 
a Borders that the Sentence paſt on E/ex ſhall be imme- 
ain ately e recuted. Fhe malicious Norring be, who adv 
be fuergroſſes her Ear, perſaades her to-patdon'the Earl bf 
% AP mthampton, not out of any real Pity for that Nobleman, 
c lei et beravſe I 

| 1h 2 : his 
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his own Doom more deeply, in ſeeing that Mercy which 
is denied to himſelf beſtowed on his Friend. To imbit. 
ter Death the more, the alſo intreats his unhappy Wik 
may be permitted to ſee him as he is conducted to the 
Block; to both theſe the Queen conſents, but unbappij 
for the cruel Adviſer, the Earl then gives a Letter to hy 
. Wife to be delivered to the Queen, who being at tha 
Time i in the Tower, receives it ſoon after the Earl j 
carried off; and finding by it that the Earl had ſent the 
| Ring, and beg'd his Life by Nottingham, ſends to forbil 
the Execution; but Burleigh and Raleigh, who were ig 
truſted with the fatal Orders, took ſo much Care thy 
ſhould not be delayed, that the Earl was dead before the 
Arrival of this ſecond Meſſage. The Queen is grieve 
beyond Meaſure, baniſhes the treacherous Nottingham ſot 
ever from her Preſence, and is much diſpleaſed with al 
who had ſhewn themſelves Enemies to the unfortunate 
Earl. 
Mr. Brooks has lately wrote a new Tragedy on thi 
Plan, which has met with all the Succeſs ſo intereſting 
| a Story, ſet off with all the Beauties of Poetry, may jul: 
* challenge. wr 
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DWARD, firnamed the Black Prince, Son of they 
Edward the third, after a Courſe of glorious 50 
"ceſs in France appears in the opening of this Play,! 


Council Wich his Lords, where he informs them he! 
L receive 


„ 


ere ii. 
e the 
ore the 
Zrie vel 
2am ſot 
„ich al 
rtunate 


on thi 


zreſting 
ay ut 
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n 
received Intelligence of a mighty Army encamped on the 
Plains of Pai#iers, to intercept the Retreat of his. After 
ſome Debate, tis reſolved to march that Way, and in 
this and throughout the Piece, the Prince ſhews all that 
Humanity, Gentleneſs and Moderation, which with the 
other ſhining Virtues of Courage, Fire and Conſtancy, ' 
join to make him completely an Hero. Arnold, a Gen- 
tleman bred from his Infancy with this amiable Prince, 
and now his chief Favourite and Boſom Friend, is here 
introduced as receiving new Inſtances of his Maſter's” 
Affection. He is paſſionately in love with a beautiful 
Captive, called Mariana, Who is entruſted to his Care; 
bat as yet, knows not that ſhe is inſpired with an equal 
Tenderneſs. * - | | 
While Things are in this Situation in the Exg/ih 
Camp, the French make large Preparations, and many © 
of their Courtiers, particularly the Archbiſhop of Seng, 
expreſs a Defire of Vengeance on the Eng/if, unbe- 
coming the generous Character of a Soldier, and highly 
offenſive to the gallant Ribemont, a Nobleman remark- 
able for Valour and every excellent. Quality. He re- 
proves their over warm Zeal, and ſhews them the Folly - 
of deſpiſing an Enemy, which they expreſs the utmoſt | 
Fear of, by their violent Deteſtation. „ 
In the Second Act the two Armies are encamped at 
Poictiers, but with this terrible Circumſtance to the 
Engliſb, that they find the whole Force of France is now - 
drawn together againſt their Handful, and ſo placed as to 
cut off all Hopes of Retreat. In this Time of Diſtreſs, 
the Prince receives an Account that Arnold, too weak 
againſt the Aſſaults of Love, has been perſwaded by 
Mariana to deſert his Countrymen and fly with her to 
the French. Cardinal Perigort, the Pope's Nuncio, in- 
terpoſes, but in vain, to gain reaſonable Terms for the 
Prince's Army. —The French exult in their Numbers, 
and will grant no Conditions, but ſuch as are too baſe 
for Britons to ſubmit to. Arnold now appears in the 
French Camp, where Lord Charney, father to Mariana, 
abſolutely denies to give bim his Daughter, and leaves 
him no other reward for his Guilt, but Remorſe and 
Deſpair, In this State, Ribemont full of generous Sen- 
timents, meets and upbraids him with his InFratitude, 
= E 3 which 
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which, he Diſtreſs: of, his Mind tir ſueh a. Dor 
gtee that, he quits, Mariasa, and. leaves. her almaſt di- 
tracted. at. nts! Loſs. 

The next Act. preſents us with a. melancholy-Solilogup 
of. Ribemont, who feels an unuſual: Weight: on his Spi- 
rits, at the Approach! of. the Battle, which is determined 
tar the next Day. He funcies he ſoes · the Apparition of 
his. Father, as if to warn him of impending. Dangen fare 
He. ſhakes. off, however, his. Terrors at laſt, and; pre» Wl t9.hi! 
pares himſelf to do his Duty. About this Lime, Au, be ce 
in Diſguiſe comes to the Prince's. Tent, throws, himſd6 Bl the | 
at his Feet in Deſpair, and begs. Bermiſſan to die in Tithi 
the Battle as an Expiation af his: Guilt. Hin much in · 
jur'd' Maſter be baves on this Occaſion with the Firmneſi 
oft a General, and. yet ſkews all the tanden Feellogy of; a 
fand, forgiving, Friend. 

The Battle enſues, where: by amazing Valous, the: 
Engliſh gain a complete Victory at the Odds, of Twelve 
ta, one: Arnold, after having; performed, wonderful 
Feats of. Arms, is killed hy, Ribemone. ;, wha reſalving to 
fall with his Coumry,, refuſes Quarter, from Lard. 4d/o,, Bi Nau: 
a. brave Hng/i/oman,. and. is ſlain by / bim, wham heleavey 
behind; him wannded, and; admiring: the.greatneſs; of 
his Soul. Mariana, waunda bejlelf; martaily- am the 
Body: of Ae, flies ta tha Prince implares andi re- 
caives. his. Pardan,, and then · dies in his Hreſance. The 
Pisos concludes with-naw Inſlanaa of Edeuard's magna- 
nimitx, in; his. Babaviaur. ta the: af France,. and: 
his whole Court who: are made Pri and. farced 
to acknowledge the Hand, af Heaven in ur and 
* Victory. | ö 
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than Ca inetes ut, as, diſtinguiſb'd Merit is, always the 
Mark, of Enyx.to IT at, a power- 
ful; Factigo, a he, grew. in Vears, was raiſed againſt 
im: Malice, and; a Thouſand; Artifices too numerous 
0 inſert, got. the. hetter of, Open. Sincexity 7 This, great 
and 20d Man. was, diſplaced, and his, moſt mortal Ene- 
my put into his lay ments. The. Cromds which be- 
fare attended his levee, now, transferred their, Homage 
to.his. Succeſſor 3, bat, this Was an Inconſtancy of. Fortune 
he could well have horn, had no other Inconvenience but 
the Lo(s: of. Grandeur been the Conſeguence of his Diſ- 
miſfon from, publigk, Buſineſs; but he had been ſo. far 
from. profiting by his Poſts, that he had. greatly imbezzled 
his paternal Eſtatg. to ſupport the Dignity of his Cha- 
rater, without Naejndice to the Commanwealth; in fine, 
he was ſo. very poor, that tho" be paſs d the Remainder. 
of his Days in the moſt private Manner imaginable, he 
was. obligedito go in Debt, exen for common Neceſſaries, 
and his. Corpſe being ſeized aſter his Death had been. der 
nied the Rites of Funeral, had not his only; Son, the: 
pigus Alta man, yielded: up himſelf; as a Redemption. 
Folie a rich and, warthy,” Ngbleman beheld: this. AQ of 
flial Love with, Admiratipn, and having, paid: the Sums / 
demanded; began ta conſicder how he. might farther. re- 
compence fuch Virtue: He was a Widawer, and: too far. 
advanced in, year, to think of à ſecand Bride bed: The 
only, Bleſſing left him of his Marriage: State, was. a. 
Daughter of conſummate Beauty, and no leſ admirable. 
Accompliſhmentss he had obſervad -Aitamont. had long 
regarded her with à Lover's. Eye, tho“ the. i} Fortune. 
ol, his Family, would not permit him ta declare à Pa 
fon. for the Heixeſs of ſuch immenſe Poſſeſſions. This 
teader Father, and generons Patron, therefore, thought 
he. could not make his beloyed Daughter more happy. 
than by giving ber a, Huſhand, ſuch! as A/tament, nor 
; where find ſo worthy. an Inhexitor. of bis, va Poſſeſ- 
aa him who had: delivered himſelſ up as a Ranſom - 
for a Father who was no longer in a Condition to reward. 
& even to thank ſuch, glial Piex. But becauſe he would 
leave him nothing to wiſh for in the Poſſeſſion of Cala, 
he gave to Horatio, this _ Youth's deareſt Friend, 
4 and 


ing 
and who had married his Orphan Siſter, a Sum of Money 
to ſupply the Deficiencies of his narrow Fortune. Such 
unbounded Favours muſt needs have their due Effect up. 
on a Soul fo grateful as was A/tamon?'s ; but had he given 
him Wor'ds, he had looked upon them all as trifling 
nothings, when compared to the infinitely more precious 
Bleffing of being the Huſband of Califa. 
Happy would they both have been if her Sentiment 
had any Way correſponded with her Father's Commands, 
or her Lover's Hopes ; but, unfortunately for them all, 
ſhe had long fince ſettled her Affections on Lothario, a 
young Nobleman, and the' Son of him who had ſup. 
Planted the Father of Alta mont: To him ſhe had yielded 
up her Heart and Honour, and the Sentence of ſome 
horrid and immediate Death had been leſs ſhocking to 
her, than the Thoughts of being married to another. 
The chief Characters thus diſpoſed at the Beginning 
of the Play, admirably prepare, and raiſe our ExpeQa- 
tion for the Cataſtrophe; which is brought on by the 
following Incidents. 17A 
The Day appointed for the Celebration 'of theſe un- 
equal Nuptials being arrived, 4/tameont, with Rapture, 
welcomes the long-wiſh'd for Morn ; Ca/ifla, with vo 
leſs Horror ſees it dawn upon her: She had with Tears, 
with Swoonings, with all the Eloquence of Love and 
Grief importuned Lothario to.marry her, which he at 
firſt evaded, and afterwards plainly refufed, and fhe is 
now all Fury and Diſtraction; yet till retains ſo much 
of her former fatal Weakneſs for him, as to ſollicit one 
more Interview, and imagines ſhe ſhall be more at eaſe: 
when ſhe has vented the Bitterneſs of her Soul in Re- 
proaches on him. To this end ſhe ſends Lucilla her 
Confident, with a Letter to him : Horatio, happening to 
paſs that Way is a little ſurprized to ſee the Woman of 
Califia in private Conference with the avowed Enemy 
of Altamont, but much more ſo, when, Lothario having 
dropped the Letter, as he was putting it haſtily into his 
Pocket, he takes it up and reads the Contents, which 
fully explain the Love and Diſhonour of his Friend's 
Never 
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Never were the Workings of a great and perſe& 


Friendſhip more naturally decipher'd than in the various 
Agitations of Horatio's Soul at this Diſcovery : At firſt 
all Fire on the Injuſtice done to his dear 4/tamont's faith- 
ful Paſſion, then all Ice on the Remembrance that the 
fair Offender was Daughter to the generous Sciolto, to 


whom they both were ſo greatly indebted : He could 


not reſolve to wound the Soul of that tender Father 
with the Knowledge of his Daughter's Shame; and 
much leſs can he break the faithful Heart of Altamont 


with Intelligence ſo ruinous to his Love and Honour. 


Lithario, the Deſtroyer of their common Happineſs, is 
alone judged the worthy Victim of his jaſt Revenge: 
He therefore haſtens after him, and having found him, 
upbraids him with having forged a Letter in Califta's 
Name, and purpoſely dropping it to throw an Aſperſion 
on that Lady's Fame: Lotbario, inſolent by Power, 
impetuous by Nature, vain of his Conqueſt over the 
undone Ca/ifa, and pleafed to triumph over Altamont, 
ayows all that has paſſed between him and the Daugh- 


* 


ter of Scialto, and declares he will make it ſo publick in 


Genoa, that her Huſband's Diſhonour, and her eaſy 


yielding ſhall be the common Topick of Mirth. He- 


ratio on this no longer attempts to curb his Indignation, 


but the Place they were in being improper to take an 
honourable Satisfaction, they agree to decide the Buſineſs 


the next Morning. 


Lothario gone, Horatio begins to reflect that before 


that Time he will fee Ca/ifa, the Appointment made 


by her in the Letter being before that Hour ; to prevent. 
therefore any farther Injury to 4/tamont, he reſolves to 


ſpeak to her, to charge her with her Crime; and if, 
poſſible, call back her Soul to Virtue, by ſetting forth. 
the Unworthineſs of him ſhe has ſo unjuſtly preferred. 
An opportunity of finding her alone moſt fitly offering, 
he proſecutes his Deſign in the moſt gentle Terms ima - 
ginable: But the Haughtineſs of her Nature not ſuffer- 
ing her to endure the leaſt Rebuke, ſhe anſwers in ſuch 
a Manner as obliges him to confute her with her own 
Hand writing: She ſnatches the Letter from his Hand, 
tears it in Pieces, and, having thus deſtroyed all Evi- 
dence of her Fault, reproaches him as an Incendiary ; 
TY E 5 N and 
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and Mramont coming that Moment into the. Room, and 
finding. hen in this Diſorder, ſhe ſwears. tho” the Cere- 
many of the Church has paſſed, never to be the Part- 
ner of his Bed, till he has abjured, all Friendſhip, all So- 
ciety with Horatio: His partial Fondneſs. of her, and 
Obligations to Sczo/to, make him nat doubt the Juſtice 


of her Rage: He quarrels with Horatio, pravokes him 


to fight, and the Combat, had perhaps been fatal to one 


or both of them, had not Lawinia, the Wife of ra- 


tio, and Siſter of Alamaat, run between their Swords, 
and obliged them to deſiſt, but is wholly unable to bring 


them to wh Reconciliation... Altamont vows: nexer to 


fee Haratio more, and that generqus Man, ſtruck. to the 
very Soub at the ill Requital his Integrity has received, 
reſolves to leave Cenaa far ever. 

Lathario, at the appointed Hour, is eonducted by. L- 
eilia to Callas Chamber, whare; as he was reproach- 
ing his Ingratitude, Amn, c e fuddenly | in, and 
ſurpriſes them : canvinced. now of her Guilt, his. awa 
Diſhonour,. and the Wrong he has done his Friend, he 
fights with Latherie, and kills him. | 4 

Sciolte is no ſaaner appriſed of this dregful Event, 
and the. Cauſe of it, than he goes to fab his Daughter, 
but is with-held by the: Bilk tender and forgiving Alia- 
nt. In the mean Time: Ryans, the Friend off Lotha» 
rin, has. raifed tbe Papulace, and. Seialzo's. Houſe is 
threatned with Deſtruction, if the Death of Lecharis 
be: not revenged :; and meeting Horatio, whoſe Attach- 
meat to Altamont is well known, they fall upon him, 


Qn had made bun. the Sactifice of theie Fury, had pat 


Seiolto?'s Servants, and. DNependents, who by this Time bad 
amm d themfelxes, ruſh d forth and preſerv's him. A 
Azmont mourns the Iajnſtice he has done fo true a Friend, 
alles, and receives from him Pardon ; bus Seile 
going out ſoon after, in arder to appeaſe the is 


Hain by fore of Lotharro's Party z. which. when: Cale 


hears. ſhe f abs herſelf, having firſt teſtified a ſincere Re- 
pentance for her Crime. The Wealth of Scialta is by 
his laſt beqdeashed between 4/temont and Haratis 3 
but whether” the former is in a Condition to enjoy his 
Part, the Authoy has not infarm'd us, his Spirits being 
unk by theſe ddicfertmuncs, ſo as to leave us W 
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from a dwoon, in which he i carried off; 


— enda the laſt Scene of a Play too touching for 
an Audience, not wholly diveſted of Humanity, to be 


SpeRators of, withioug. in 1 N eg 


with thg ropreſnmad Woes. 
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Hue 6 4 King of ber hugh bigs Jef 


bappy, in 336: Rgfisfion; of à great Kingdom, than 
2 beautiful Wile; named-Gerqrage * The Hiſtories of cho 
Times gig porhipg wighour con- 


falzing ber, and Love encxeahing with his Years, 
arrived at length to. ſuch a Degree of Fopdnehi,..as — 
Amaoſt be term d Datags, The At rns —— W 
* — Ty * Rea gs hacking 70 
I Ns up * Onour. 5 
Claud e Peder pf, ber ed gd, Of mages infe- 
vio 19: him iy Perſons! (Qualities han $6982 Di ignity 5 
2 arp W. Days 977 Der 
ang hex im cron ' King in Prejugice of her Son, 
. Hamlet. Whether f e was privy to the Murder of 
Huſband, is uncertain ; bat all Accoppts agree, that 
was poiſon'd by Cl-gajas, with the Juice of 
being poyred igto bis Far, a5 be lay ſlespiug ip an Ar- 
bour ; and her Behaviour, before and after chisungatural 
2 giyes bus tog much Room ig ſaſpett ſhe had ® 
and in ſt. 
Prince Hance, tho? far from gueſing the foul Play 
offer d to his Father, beheld his Mother's Marriage with 
Harras and een tain would hs have 1 


Hamlet, mar- 


[ 84]. | 
from Court, and return'd to his Studies at Wittenberg, 
but the Queen's poſitive Commands detain'd him; and 
believing the Diſcontent he labour'd under proceeded 
from. being put by his Succeſfion, ſhe endeavour'd to 
diſſipate it, by Aſſurance that he ſhould Reign-after 
Claudius. 

The Play begins with the Surprize fome Gentlemen 
vpon Guard are in, at the Sight of an Apparition, on 
the-Platform, arm'd Cap. a- pes, as the deceas'd King 
was wont to be, when going to Battle: This they com- 
municate to Horatio, the moſt; intimate of -Hamlct's 
Friends, who unwilling to give too much Credit to ſuch 
Reports, will not de convinc'd but by the Teſtimony of 
his own Eyes: To that End he accompanies thoſe who 
wateh'd the next Night, ing the. ſame awful 
Form they had deſcrib'd, .exaRly reſembling that of the 
Royal Daze, was ſtruck with the utmoſt Conſternation: 
He had however, Courage and Preſence enough of 
Mind, to adjure it to reveal the Caufe-of its wo; 
but it making no Anſwer,” ke acquainted Prince Ham/e 
with what he had ſeen,: All that-covld be felt by a duti- 
fu and loving Son, dn fach'an'Ocetfion, was experienc- 
ed by this young Prince; ahd flattering himſelf that the 
Ghoſt would reveal to him ſome what that might be 1m- 
proper to be made known to others, he goes with Horatio 
to the Platform, where, as the Clock ſtruck Twelve, 
the amazing Faritom appears before his "Dyes; and ont 
his . Deakin beckons him to To He bey s, and 
being come to a fit Diſtance from being overheard, ths 
Tremendous Shade relates at Full the Story of his Fate; 
and urges him to revenge; Which Hamlet promiſing, it 
e re 
To conceal the true Caufe of the Horror of his Mind, 
aſter this Event he counterfeits a Frenzy: The King and 
Queen fend for Reſencran, and Guildenſtern, two of his 
Fellow Students, to divert his Melancholy, and if pof- 
fible, fift out the Occaſton. Polonrus, the King's Cham- 
berlain, will needs have it proceed from Love' for his 
Daughter Ophelia, whom for a long Time that Prince had 
addreſs'd in the moſt tender Terms; but Claudius ſuf- 
pected a very different Reaſon ; and was more eonfirm'd 
ia bis Conjetures, when Hamlet beſpoke a Play to be 

| perform'd 
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org, perform'd at Court, in which; the Murder of a King by 
and his own Brather was repreſented. The Diſorder Clau-' 
ded Aus appeared in at this Performance, aſſured Hamlet that 
to the Spirit had not deceived him; and Claudius on the 
ter other Hand had no room left to doubt if Hamlet was not 

but too jealous of his Father's Fate. 
men Therefore to remove the Dangers which threateri d 

him from this young Prince's Reſentment, he reſolves: 
ing to make him away; but becauſe he thought it impoſ- 
om- fible to procure the Queen s Conſent to the Death of 
let's her only Son, he contrives to ſend him to England, at- 
uch tended by ' Roſencrans and Guilderftern, under Colour of 
of demanding à Tribute, at that Time paid to thę Da- 
= i Crown, bat in __ to have him ſlain at aaa 

nval. 
the Hamlet prepares for his Departure; but before his 
an; voyage, being alone with his Mother in her Cloſet, 
of be kills Pelonius, who had placed himfelf behind the 
bgs Arras, to overhear their Diſcourſe ; This Action fur- 


nlet niſhes the King. with a new Pretence for obliging him to 
uti⸗ quit Denmark ; he embarks with all poſſible Expedition ; 
no- but imagining there were other Reaſons for his being ſent 
the away, than thoſe of which he was appriz'd, he ſteals 
im- the Commiſſtons, given to Nefencrant and Gailderftern, 


and having opened them, diſcevers the Plot laid a gainſt 

his Life; on Which, he writes two others, Exacting 

| from England, to, put the Bearers to immediate Death, 
and lays them in the Place from which he had talen 
tlie former. 

The Ship was ſoon after chaſed. by a Pirate, and "4 
ing flow of Sail, they choſe rather to truſt to Courage 
than Flight. In the Grapple Hamlet boarded the Pirate, 
and the ſame Inſtant the Dani Veſſel getting clear, 
made off, and he alone remained Priſoner: On his de- 
daring wha.he was, and promiſing to obtain their Pardon, 
they {ec him on Shoar at Denmark. 
\ While this Adventure befel Hamlet, Ophelia, betwixt 
Grief for her Father's Death, and Horror that he fell by 
that Hand which ſhe once hoped would have been join- 
ed with hers in Marriage, falls mad, and foon after 
crowns herſelf, Laertes her Brother, returns from his 
ns, and.vows Revenge for thoſe untimely Deaths : 
Hamlet 


d.. 


[86] 
Neat arrives at Eaſnaur the Moment of the Funeral 
Obſequies of Ophelia, and jumping into the Grave to 
ment her Fate, bas a Quarrel with Zaerte: ; but the 
King, Queen, and whole Court being preſent, they were 
ſdon parted. 
After this, the King makes a property of Luerte's 
unſatisfied Revenge, to glut bis own Hate on Halit, 
and baving worked him to his Purpoſe, Laertes ſeems 
reconciled, and challenges the Prince to play a Bout at 
Boils, which the other accepting, Laertes fights with an 
envenom'd Weapon, wounds Hamlet, and in the Scuffle 
changing Rapiers, Hamlet returns the Hurt, and Laertes 
dies by his own Treachery : The King in the mean 
Time having prepared a poiſoned Bowl for Hamlet, in 
Caſe Laertes ſhould fail hitting him, the Queen chances 
to drink of it, and dies immediately, Hamlet appriſed 
by the laſt Words of Lazrtes, how theſe Things came 
to paſs, ftabs the King with the fame Sword by which 
himſelf and the Son of Polonius had received their Deaths; 
and of the chief Characters only Horatio remains * 
to mourn the ſad Event. 
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the Aſſiſtance of the Fark of Northumberland aud 

cefter ; thoſe ambitious Lords thought that Service 

as never to be ſufficien;ly recompenced, and were con- 
tnually repining, though the King ſcarce ever denied 


ay Thiog they altes. Theis Aung duct dn Lal ani 
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at ſuch a. Height, that Heary Lord Piercy,, otherwiſe cal. 
led Hothur, Son to Northumberland, having been Vie- 
torious over the Scots in the Battle of Holmedon, refuſed. 
to deliver up his Priſoness, ull the, King had ranſam'd, 
Mortimer, who a little Time before had. been taken by 
the Mellb Rebels. King Henry could not be prevail'd, 
vpon to grant this, 3 hut in Juſtification of his Refuſal, 
alledges, That be bas good Reaſon. to believe Mortimer 
betrayed: his Party to Glandoavir, the Head of the Velſb. 
whoſe Da he had married, and that he was no 
more than a, voluntary Priſoner. Whether this was Fact 
or not, we are pretty much in the, Dark; it was,  how-: 
erer, a plauſible, Pretence for the King, to keep ar diſ- 
tance from Court a Nobleman whoſe Prefence he fears 
al; becauſe; the depoſed. King Richard, at his Death, 
had declared that he, Mertimer, was next in Blood to 
the Crown. | ; 

This Refuſal of the King's, joined to their own. Ame, 
bicion, makes the Lords reſolve to take up Arms: They 
enter into a League with Doug/as, the valjant Scot, and 
autient Enemy to England; and to link the Band of 
Friendſhip more cloſely, releaſe all the Priſoners taken aq 
Holmeden, among whom were Merdake, Earl of Fife, 
the eldeſt Son of Deag las, the Earls of Athol, Murray, 
Angus and Menteith; and having drawn the Archbiſhop 
ef York, Sir Richard Vernon, and many others of the 
Nobility and Gentry inzo. the Confpiracy, they all re» 


Mit to. Wale, where, with Gleandower and Mortimer, 


they muſter all the Forces in their Power. Believing 
themſelves ſecure of Conqueſt, to prevent all future 
Broils among themſelves, they divide aglasd into threg 
equal Parts 3 and the Tripariite Monarchy, after King 
Henry's Overthrow, is to be Ruled by G/exdower, Marti- 
timer, and Hofpur. 

The Kipg received Intelligence of thelg Preparations 
with an infinie Cancern, and. the more ſo, becauſe his 
eldeſt Son Hexy, Prince of Hales, inſtead of any Way 
aſhlting bim by Counſel or AQion, paſt his whole Timp 
among Companions far unworthy of a Prince, or eveg 
v> doneſt Man. Sir Toba Faifaf, the moſt debauched 
and diſſalute Man of the Age, even Poins, Gadfilh 
Pate, and Bonde, Wrieiches, who bad po ocher Ne- 
LEES pendance 
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pendance than Robbery, were of the Number of thoſe 
with whom this young unthinking Heir of Empire, 
choſe to laugh away his Hours, rather than attend to the 
ſerious Buſineſs of the State: Nothing therefore from 
him was to be expected, nothing to be hoped; but Ap- 
pearances frequently deceive us, and ſometimes by be- 
ing ſeemingly againit our Wiſhes, add to our Satisfaction, 
by preſenting us with a Bleſſing we thought fartheſt off, 
Buried, as he ſeemed, in Pleaſures of the worſt Sort, 
the Seeds of Glory, Humanity, and every Princely 
Virtue, were deeply implanted in this young Hero's 
Breaſt: The great Fame Hot/pur had acquired in Arms, 
raiſed in him a generous Emulation ; and the Rebellion 
he now headed againſt his King and Father, fired him 
with an equal Indignation and Diſdain : He longed to 
pluck the Trophies of Honour from his tainted Brow, 
and prove, that Henry Plantaganet, whenever he pleaſed 
to exert himſelf, knew how to triumph every Way over 
Henry Piercy. To this End he falls at the King's Feet, 
and begs the Command of the Army raiſed to oppoſe the 
Rebels; but that prudent Monarch, who could conceive 
little Hopes from his paſt Behaviour, thdught it not 
proper to entruſt ſo great a Charge to any but himſelf; 
he gave him, however, the next Poſt to himſelf, and 
having ſent Jobn of Lancaſter, his younger Son, the Earl 
of We:/imoreland, and a great Number of the Nobility 
before, ſet forth himſelf, with the Prince of Wale, 
to meet the Rebels, and made Shrewſbury the Field of 
Battle. | 3 | 

Hotſpur, Warcefler, and Douglas, were equally on 
Fire to receive them, though the ſame Meſſenger that 
brought Intelligence of the King's Approach, informed 
them alſo, that G/endowwer could not bring up his Forces 
within fourteen Days, and that the Earl of Nortiumber- 
land was prevented from joining them, by a ſudden and 
moſt violent Indiſpoſition, which confined him to his 
Bed: Two ſuch Misfortunes might have damped the 
fierceſt Courage, yet did they continue reſolute to die 
or conquer. | 

King Henry, willing, if poſſible, to reclaim them by 
gentle Means, ſent to ſpeak with Worceſter, and as 2 
Security for his ſafe Return, Mſimoreland was left Hot- 
* f tage. 
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tage. Aſter having, in mild Terms, reprimanded this 
Earl for inſtigating his Nephew to Rebellion, he offers 


thoſe Wl free Mercy to them all, provided they return to their 
1pire, Duty, and threatens the utmoſt Severity if they provoke 
o the him once to draw the Sword of Juſtice. Horcefler de- 
from rts from the Royal Preſence, and Weſtmoreland is re- 
t Ap- turned; but believing that if they ſhould lay down 
y be- Arms, the King would never be brought ſincerely to 
ction, forgive him, be conceals from Hotſpur the proffer'd 
t off. Clemency; and carries to him only 'Fhreatnings and Re- 
Sort, I vilings : On which, the impatient Youth orders the ſig- 
ncely nal of Battle to be given, and both Armies engage 
eros wich equal Fury : For the Preſervation of the King, 
Arms, ſeveral Noblemen and others take the Field, in all 
ellion Things accoutred like him, and fall Victims to the de- 
1 him ſtroy ing Swords of Hetſpur and Douglas; among whom 
ed to was the Earl of Stafford and Sir Walter Blunt: At laſt 
Zrow, the real King Henry and Hotſpur met Hand to Hand; 
eaſed the Combat ſeems equal for ſome Time, but the Youth 
over and Vigour of the latter at length gains Advantage, 
Feet, and the King finds himſelf hardly preſt; when the 
le the Prince of Wales flies to his Aſſiſtance, and the King 
ceive Wl retreating, leaves him to try his Force with Percy 3 
t not after ſeveral Paſſes on both Sides, the juſter Cauſe is' 
elf ; Crown'd with Victory, and Hot/pur is compell'd to yield 
, and all his Laurels with his Life, to the more prevailing Arm 
Earl of Henry Plantaganet. 
biliiy Sir John Falſtaff, who had attended the Prince of 
Vale, Val in this Expedition, finding Holſpur dead, takes 
21d of him on his Back, and pretends to have ſlain him, which 
| occafions ſome Diverfion among the Officers, who-know ' 
y on the Cowardice of this old fat Knight; but a particular 
that Account of this, or any other of the Comick Scenes, 
rmed would be but tireſome in Deſcription, tho' extremely 
orces agreeable in the Repreſentation ; I ſhall therefore omit: 
mber- any Account of them, being nc way neceſſary to the Bu- 
n and WF fineſs of the Play. | . 9412 
o his Douglas, Warcefter, and Vernon were taken Priſoners : 
| the The former by the Generoſity of the Prince of Wales 
0 die was releaſed without Ranſom; but Worcefler and Vernon. 
| ſhared a different Fate ; they having deceived the gallant 
n by Piercy in the Meſſage of the King, and by that Means 
as 2 1 occaſioned 


* 


Hoſ- 
tage. 
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ogcalioned-his. Death, and that af: ſo many other bravg 
Men, were ordered to. immediate Execution. 

. This. Vigorys. with the Orders given for the Removal 
of, ther Army, to fall an Glendnuer, and Northumberland, 
who, was, now. recoyer'd and in Arms, is. all: our excellent 
n thinks. fit to preſent. us with at this Time. 


FANE S AOR E. 
A TRAGEDY. 


ue oak Rows. 


Eter the — — the fourth, his „ obe 
uu Duke of Glaceſter, was. unanimouſly 
e Protector during the Minority of; the young 
t this cruel! and ambitivus. Man had farther, 
Yee , and aiming at the Crown: for. himſelf, raiſed; a 
rmmidable Party, both. the Lords and Commons, 
who were ready to abet any Deſign, he. ſhould: take in 
Hand: In the firſt Blace, — * HERR raiſed 
cangerning the Lawfulneſs, of the late King's Marriage, 
and endeavoured to prove that having before. been con-. 
tacted to Lady Elizabeth Bucy, the. Children. born. of 
her, whom he. had aſtgrward made Queen, could have! 
ng:Right, to neign.; and then found one Pretence or other 
to. takt o- either by Death or. Baniſhment, all who were 
any. May attached to the. Queen's Intereſt, 

Lord Haftings was the only remaining / Perſon, of 
whoſe: Regard fon the Memory of Edward, Loyalty 
to his young Succeſſor, and great Power, the. Protector 
Rand in Awe: His Brain was: labopring for Means ei- 
ther to bring him into his Deſigns, or to prevent his. 
being ofi any Prejudice to them, when the unbappy Wo- 
wan, whoſe Story is the main Subject of this Tragedy, 
innocently aſſiſted his Wiſhes. 

She had been, the favourite Miſtreſs of Edward the 


fourth, and by bis layiſh. Love: endow'd, 2 
20s 3 


— 
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ſ-fhons,; hut. was Riripped. af the grrateſt, Baxt, after His 
Death, by, Order. af the, Lord Projector, and, wayld, 
perhaps, have heen deprived, af; all, if Hafling, bo 
uns. paſſonately in, Love, with her, had not been an Ad 
vocate for her 

Never was, Woman more addreſs' d, more ſollicited. 
| more worſhipped than Jane Shore, in, her: Days of Exofr - 
— Wpcity.; but che Sceng is naw chapg:d, the, Homage of 
the Croud ceaſas with, her Power of ohliging; and; 
eren thoſe. of the, better Sort, wha were not ſhacked 
at. ben Crimes, fly, from ber Poverty as. from a Peſtir 
lence: Among, the, Maltitude of her Female Friends, 
Alicia, a young Lady of Quality and; Fortune, was, alli 
— Fosnaw remained ; and of the Men, as thoſe of ſuch 

u. had nd other Views, than, ta, do; heg-Sexvice, there. 
— ws only Ba, a. neighhouring Gentleman, wha, 
mw a. lang, and intimata Acquaintance: of hen 
Hu 8. 

The Death of Eduard. the. Misfurtuna which enſuads. 
and, the; Experignce af the Vanity af Grapdgpr- made 
ur loak, into; herſelf, axaming her paſti Conduct with. 
impattial Ex es, and; begamera real Fenitaat. Hur Re. 
tun, ta, Eiety, and Virtus was, very: much ſtiengthned 
by the Can verſatian. of the warthy-Relmoun-; but mne 
max; ſo. hy the: neſ gast ful. Ramanſttanges of. a Banſon bs: 
bad, int oducad. into hen Sarvica under the: Name of 
Dumount, bat was in reality her Hufband, Mr., Suna. 
whom ſhe. thavght, dead, and. bag, bean burjed:ak, Aniaverp- 
But. that, indulgent, Man, whaſe-Tonderacds, for: hes ſt:lfy 
ived,, caulad, that, Report to be ſpread,. tha bettet to. 
conceal himſe lf. and be: the more · able ta ſerve: and pro- 
t&} her in, any Exigence;: He; had; nat been long in her 
Family before an, Occaſion offered. wherein his Auſſiſtauca 
was, necellary. Lord Haſtings preſuming on the Services 
tor: be bad done. har with the Protector, demanded ber 
ei- Love, as the Recompence,. whigh ſhe aſſuting him ſhe 

his. WF could, never grant, ha offers to enjoy ben by Violence;, 
Wo- ud is. forcing ber into. her Chamber. when, the ſup- 
edy, poſed Dumount: ryſhes, forth, to her Deliverance, fights. 

I th Hafings, and, diſarms bim; on which the diſap- 
tha pointed Nablemag. quits her Houſe in a Rage, and vows. 
Pol. Revenge. ' : 
"ns 3 s f This 
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This Accident makes Dumount and Bellmonr adviſe 
her to rely no longer on his Interceſſion, but to preſent 
a Petition herſelf to the Protector; which ſhe reſolves 
to do the next Day; but before that Time Hafting, 
made appear be had not terrified her with idle Threats; 
for on a Complaint of his, Dumount was ſeized by Officers 
and carried to Priſon, 

Jane Shore bewails, as it deferved, the Misfortune 
fallen on ſo faithful a Servant, merely for the Reſcue 
he had given her; but this ſeemed as it were but the 
Beginning of her Woes, and ſhe ſoon after found that 
there was ſcarce an Ill in the Power of Fate with which 
ſhe was not to be afflicted. 

Alicia has been long the Miſtreſs of Haflings, and 
finding herſelf of late neglected for the untaſted Charm: 
of Shore, all the good Will ſne before had born to 
that unhappy Woman, is now converted into the ex- 
tremeſt Envy and Deteſtation: Nor is it at all to be won-' 
dered at that ſhe, who to gratify her Love had been 


forgetful of all ſhe owed to her high Birth, her Virtue, l 
and her Reputation, ſhould be, in ſuch a Juncture, for- got 
getful alſo of the Promiſes ſhe had made of an everlaſt hav 
ing Friendſhip ; but concealing her Reſentment, that Jas 
ſhe might the more eaſily fulfil whatever it ſhould _ 
dictate for the Ruin of her Rival, ſhe viſited her as be- at 
fore, and joined with Be/lmour in adviſing her to addreſs WW . 
the Protector. _ 

Fane Shore, little ſuſpicious of this new Enemy, puts da 
her Jewels, and whatever elſe ſhe had of Value, into her Wt 
Cuſtody, believing that if the Hand of Power ſhould * 
ſeize on all beſides, ſhe ſhould never want a ſafe Aſylum 55 
in this Lady's Friendſhip. Having prepared her Petition ſhe * 
ſhews it to her, and the cruel Creature having before wrote f 
a Letter to the Protector, ſuggeſting to him that Haſtings | w 
was refractory to his Deſigns, merely to oblige Mrs. Shore, 4 F 
exchanges the Papers, and the poor deceived Petitioner | 4 
preſents with her own Hand the Accuiation againſt herſelf. | 

Richard, on reading the Contents, is ſtrangely ſur-' 80 
prized: He eaſily believed ſhe that gave the Paper was Cal 
wholly unacquainted with the Nature of them, and not T 
doubting but it came, by whatever Means they con- 2 
trived to ſend it him by that Conveyance, from ſome 


f Perſon 
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Perſon who wiſhed well to his Projects, reſolved to take 
the Hint, and make Trial of Lord Hafting's. Humour; 
but that Nobleman, however blameable in his private 
Conduct, ſhewed on this Occaſion the moſt unſhaken 
Loyalty and ſtedfaſt Honour, and grew ſo warm on the 
Occaſion, that the Duke, who was the moſt artful Man 
of his Time, was obliged to retract his Efforts, and pre- 


tend all he had ſaid was but to ſound his inclinations. 


He then ſends for Fane Shore, communicates to her 
plainly the Intention he has to make himſelf King, tells 
her that he is no Stranger to the Power ſhe has over 
Lord Haſtings, and commands her to exert it for his In- 
tereſt. This Injunction ſhe is ſo far from even ſeeming 
to comply with, that in his Preſence ſhe invokes Heaven 
to bleſs the Children of King EA ward; on which he 
orders her to be turned into the Street, and a Procla- 
mation to be publiſhed, making it Death for any to re- 
lieve her. 


Being now reſolute to aſcend the Throne, and having 


got a Majority of the Council, he accuſes Haſtings of 
baving practiſed, in Combination with the Queen and 


Jane Shore, certain Spells and Enchantments, by which 


his Arm is wither'd ; all the Lords, tho' they well knew 
it had been ſo from his Birth, readily aſſent to his Judg- 
ment, and Haſtings is put under a Guard, and a Com- 


mand given for his Execution the ſame Hour, As he 


is going to Death, Alicia meets him, and not doubting 
but this Fate is fallen on him through the Paper ſhe 
cauſed Fane Shore to put into the Protector's Hand, is 
ſtung with ſo poynant a Remorſe, that it diſtracis her 
Brain, and ſhe ſoon after falls into the moſt raving Mad- 
neſs. Jane Shore, in her Diſtreſs comes to her Houſe 


for Relief, but is denied it, and having wandered for 
three Days without either Repoſe or Food, at laſt lies 
down in a Street, which from her Death is fiace called 


* 


Shoreditch. ; 
Bellmour in the mean Time having procured Mr. 


Shore his Liberty, and acquainted him with the Calamity 


fallen on his Wife, that affectionate Huſband comes with 
him to comfort her ; he now has thrown off his Diſguiſe, 


and ſhe has the Conſolation of knowing him, and re- 
ceiving an entire Forgiveneſs from him before ſhe dies. 


Perceiving 
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\Percciving her faint he offers her ſome Cordial, % 
which Carey, a Creature of the Protector's, and 
Guard appointed to watch that none relieved her, n. 
proach and feize on him and Bellmeur, as Traitorst 
che State, becauſe contrary to the Proclamation "they 
mad preſumed to adminiſter Relief to her: * She"exphy, 
almoſt the fame Moment, and. they are carried to Phi 
ſon; which makes tlie laſt Scene of this affecting Re. 
preſentation. | 


EET En Tr e 
FULIUS CASAR 
3; RA GED Y. + ; 


By Mr. 'SHAKESPEAR. 
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A Fer the Death of 'Pompey, the Ambition of Jula 
41 Cg, in aflumipg a Kind of Regal Authority 
over the People of Rome, occaſioned à Confpiracy to be 
*be formed againſt his Life as the only Means to pre- 
'Ferve that Liberty, which had made the Name of Nome 
lo famous : Caſſius, Metellus, Amber, Trebonius, Decii, 
Cinna, Caſca, and Caius Ligarius were the Chief con- 
<ern'd in it; but tho' they all were brave and reſolute 
Spirits, they could not agree on the Manner how "the 
Enterprize ſhould: be acconiptiſh'd, till Brute joined in 
the Deſign, and by the Sanction of his Name And Vir- 
"tdes gave it a double Life and Vigour. The Love he 
bore to Cæſar render d him winWwilling to undertake ary 
Thing againſt him; but when all other Confiderations at 
length had yielded to the Goud of his Country, he is 
"no ſooner determin'd, than he goes about the immediate 
Execution. 1 3 | 

To this End all the Faction are appointed ro meet 
at Midnight in his Garden, and the ſucreeding Day 
is fixed for the Death of Cæſar, whten he was to g 
to the Capitol on the püblick Buſtneſs. Pix'd as they 
were, however, and ſtèeady in their Purpoſe, Fortune, 
or Fate, or * ſoifiethivg, for Witich we want a W 


1 95 1 Fl 
hid Wke to have delayed the ſo ardenily Wiſhed EN; 
strange Prodigies had all this Night been ſeen both in 
the Heavens and on Earth: Fire ſeemed to rain from 
above, and ſhrieking Ghoſts aſcended from Deſdw, and 
flled the Streets of Rowe with "Horror and Amase: 
The Aogurs in the Morning Sacrifice drew only fad 
and inaufpieious Omens from the Bowels of 'the Vfie- 
tims : Calpburnia, the Wife of Cæſar, dream'd he Ry 
dead and bleeding in her Arms: The Soothſayers bad 
long bid him beware the Ides of March, of Which that 
Day was the firſt : Artemidimus, a Man famous for His 
Preditions, ſtood in his Way, and would have pfevent- 
ed his Paſſing to the Capitol; *a thoufand Warning en- 
ſpired to make him think chat ſome impending 
threatened him. Great as his Courage was, He felt 
Alarms, which more than once had © half determined 
him to put off the Meeting of the Senate till another 
Day; but the Faction remonſtrating how weak it woald 
appear in him to be ſwayed 'by Dreams and Omens, 
be grew 'afſhamed of his Tiidity ;*and in Spite vf 
\Calpharnia's Teats, and the Entreaties of thole ho 
loved him, he ſets forward to the Capitol, where he 
was no ſooner ſeated than Metellus Cimbtr- going toward 
him, as to preſent a Petition, planged a Dagger in Bis 
'Breaſt, and was in the ſame Moment followed by all the 
other Conſpirators, ſo that he ſell oppreſſed with Six und 


thirty Wounds. a 


The Amatzement not only of the Senate, in whole 


\ Preſence this Deed was done, but of all' Nome, Wäs in- 


expreſſible: Auronius the moſt intimate of Ges 
Friends expecled to * have ſhared his Fate; butBratus 
preſently diſſipated his Fears, and let him know that 
as nothing but Reſeuing Rome from Tyranny eoufd have 
made him conſent to Cæſar's Death, ſo that accbt - 


pliſhed, there was no more to be done than to lament 
bim dead, whoſe Ambition was too dangerous to be 
permitted Life: Hatoniu, on this deſites Permiſſion do 
pay the Funeral Duties over his Body, which in Nome 


was to Hatangue the Populaee on the Virtues of the 


Deceaſed; "Caſſius oppoſed his Requeſt, but "Briitvs 
gtanted it on Condition that he ſhould utter nothing in 
Condemnation of their Behaviour in this *AGion ; whith 


Artorins 
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. Antonines promiſing, they all adjourn to the Market. 045 
Place, where the Populace being aſſembled, Brutus fi .o! 
mounts the Refirum, or Pulpit, and acquaints them with Wſk100d 
the Motives that drew on Cz/ar's Fate ; then having ble 
received a general Approbation by loud Huzza's and rain 


Shouts, he comes down, and yields the Place to Ante. 
nias, who beginning with ſetting forth the many ex. 
cellent Qualities of Cæſur, by Degrees expatiates on the 
Cruelty of his Aſſaſſination, and at laſt produces a Wil 
made by Cæſar, wherein he has left couſiderable Do 
nations to every Roman Citizen. This turns them in 
Moment to the Reverſe of what they were beiore; 
Revenge for Cæſar's Blood, is now their whole Cry, 
they ſwear they'll burn the Houſes of the Conſpirators; 
and meeting Ciana, the Poet, who unluckily was of the 


the ſame Name with him colleagued with 3 ts and acloſ 


Caſſius, miſtake him for the other, and without ſuffering N im ta 
him to juſtify himſelf, drag him to inſtant Death. Butz. 
The Faction aware of this Misfortune, quit Rome, and io hol, 
repair to Sardis, where they raiſe a very powerful ho w 

Army. Antonius, with Odtavius Cxſar, Nephew to ent. 
Julius, and Lepidus, a Patrician, govern_the City con. Wiftetyrn 
- Jointly, under the Title of the Triumvirate, and have Maut gr. 

alſo very powerful forces, with which they prepare either Put th 
to attack Brutus, or oppoſe him in Caſe he marches to- frog! 
wards Rome, Is Pot 

Brutus is inform'd of their Strength without any Emo- Nis Ge 


tions, but receives other Intelligence which is very bitter 
to him, Portia, his 'Wife, fearing for the Succeſs of 
his Arms, and terrified at the Preparations - made again 
him by his Enemy, had. fallen mad, and in the Abſence 
of her Attendants, having no other Means to come at 
Death, had ſwallowed Coals of Fire. As he is muling om a 
on this ſad Accident in the dead of Night, the Gboll as or 
of Julius Ceſer appears to him, tells him he is his evil len, 
Genius, and will ſee him again at Philippi; where Brutu Which 
and Caſſius had jult before reſolv'd to march their For- at g 
ces. The Soul of this great Man was a little ſhocked, Me A 
but not daunted at the Apparition ; and inſtead - of al: oer, 
' tering or delaying his Purpoſe of going to Philippi, be fore. 
ſends immediate Orders to all the Commanders to De- 
camp by Break of Day. | 
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arket. OZavius and Antonius being alſo on their March, the 
us firt wo Armies meet at Philippi and give ; after a 
n with bloody Struggle, Brutus perceives Octavius's Wing un- 
having able to maintain their Ground, on which he pours the 
's ain Body of his Army upon them, who too largely 
Ant. Purſuing their Advantage, Antonius takes that Oppor- 
ny ex- Nanitx to fall on the Remainder left with Caſfus, and 
on the with a Corps de Reſerve charges him in the Rear at the 


a Will 


ame Time, and made a very cruel Slaughter among 
e Do: 


lem; Caſius was himſelf obliged to fly, but no farther 


m ina than a Hill, whence he might diſcern what was doing 
ciore ; Na Brutus's Side. He ſees a great Blaze, and imagining 
> Cry, it was occaſion'd by their own Tents, ſet on Fire by the 
rators; Enemy, diſpatches Ti/inivs, an Officer, to learn the Truth. 
of the WPindarus his Slave, remains with him, who ſeeing Ti/finius 
s and Nacloſed by Horſemen, and hearing a great Shout, believes 


Rering im taken Priſoner; on which, Caius not doubting but 


P-utus is overcome and all is loſt, commands Pindarus 
& hold his Sword while he falls upon it; the Slave obeys, 
ho' with Reluctance, and Caſſius expires the ſame Mo- 


me, and 
»werful 


ew io ent, Scarce has his Breath forſook him, when Tifrius 
con. Neturns, not being taken, as they ſuppoſed, by Enemies, 
| * ut greeted by Friends; Brutus having been Victorious. 
either 


ut there were now no Ears to welcome the Tidings he 
rought with him; the Grief of which made him plunge 
is Ponyard into his own Breaſt, and die by the Side of 
is General. | 

# Brutus in the mean Time turn'd his Conquering 
roops on Antonius's Wing, who fluſh'd with the Suc- 
ſs over Caftus, give him a warm Reception; and af- 
r much Effuſion of Blood on both Sides, the Troops 


ges do- 


Emo- 
bitter 
:ceſs of 
againk 
\ blence 


ome at Brutus yielded or fled ; all that could be expected 
muſiog om a good General, was performed by him; but Fate 
> Gholt as on Antonius's Side, and, like Caſſius, to avoid being 
his evil ken, he fell on his own Sword, even that Sword 


hich had ſtab'd Julius Ceſar. Thus was the Deatk of 
at great Man fully revenged, and Rome, in loſing 
e Aſſertors of her Liberty, fell a Prey to Arbitrary | 


"ua no more to riſe, no more to be revered as here- 
ore, 


r King 
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King L E A R, 
& TRAGEDY. 


plair 

FFF ; I be en 

By Mr. SHAKESPEAR : And alter'd by d 
Mr. TAT E. medi 

— en. | - MW Duk: 


5 IS the Depravity of Human Nature, to be ere age 
railing at the Preſent, and extolling the Happ 

neſs of paſt Ages; but if we turn our Eyes back as fn by K 
as the Times in which this Hiſtory was preſented u the 
the Stage of the World, we ſhall find that Ingratituds * 
Perjury, and Deceit, were Vices no leſs in, Faſhion, tha the V 
in our Days, | | 1 
3 While Britain was uncorrupted with the Mixture d — 
other Nations, and long e'er the Danes or Saxons hat 
got Footing in this Iſland, it was govern'd by a King 
call'd Lear ; who being far advanced in Years, took 1 
Reſolution to retire from the Cares of State, and havin 
no Male Iſſue, to divide his Kingdom between his thre 
Daughters, who were at that Time ſought in Marriag 
by the Dukes of Albany, Cornwall, and Burgundy, 4 
Day therefore was appointed to give each of them! 
Crown and Huſband, and all the Nobility of the Rig 


dom ſummoned to appear in Honour of the folemn 4. 2 
Few there were of thoſe who wiſhed well to the 
Country, or to the old King's future Peace of Mi ards | 
that were pleaſed with this Change of Affairs; be... A 
Lear had ever ſhewn a Diſpoſition impatient of M. mie 
vice; for whi:h Reaſon none preſumed to ſpeak ther goil 

Minds. | | 
When all the Nobles and great Officers of State wet a 


aſſembled in the Preſence Chamber, the King cauſed! 
Map to be brought, in which the three Divicons of i 
Monarchy were drawn out; and holding it in his Ha 
told his Daughters, That one Part being richer, 
more fertile than the others, ſhould be the Portion © 
her who lov'd him beſt ; on which, Goneri//, the elde 
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was prodigal of her Aſſurances ; Rega, the ſecond, yet 
5 exceeded her in Proteſtations of an eternal Duty and 
7 Affection; but Cordelia, the youngeſt, diſclaimed her 
Siſter's Diſſimulation, and confeſs'd, that a Huſband 
would take up ſome Part of her Tenderneſs. This 
plain Speech ſo incenſed the old capricious King, That 
he entirely cut her off from all Share in the Monarchy, 
by nd parted it between Goneri/! and Regan, who were im- 

mediately after married to Albany and Cornwall, The 
—— Duke of Burgundy, ſeeing Cordelia Dowerleſs, re- 

linquiſhed his Suit, and took his Leave of the Court, 
e to the great Satisfaction of that young Princeſs ; 
who having been moſt long and f. ithfully beloved 
by Edgar, Son to the Karl of Gloucefter, had behaved 
in the Manner I have ſaid, on purpoſe. to preſerve her 
atitude, Meir for him, chuſing rather to be no Queen, than be 
u, unde Wife of Burgundy, She ſaw her Siſter's triumph 
without a Pang, and lamented only the Neceſſity of 
incurring her Father's Diſpleaſure ; who was now ſo 
ſet againſt her, that he condemn'd the Earl of Kent to 


a King rpetual Baniſhment, only for ſpeaking in her Behalf 
took oo freely. This indeed was the laſt Act of Power ex- 
d having cated by the infatuated Monarch; for he gave all into 
his thre the Hands of Goneri// and Regan, reſerving only for 
„ himſelf a Train of an hundred Knights, who, with him, 
And). 


were to ſojourn at the Palaces of the new Queens, one 
Month in each alternately. | 
Let had but three Days Time allowed him to pre- 
pare for his Departure; but that truly honeſt and loyal 
Subject, preſaging ſome of thoſe Calamities which after- 
vards befel his Royal Maſter, could not reſolve, ill treat- 
| as he was, to withdraw from a Place, where alone 
he might be able to render him Service : He therefore 
liſpuiſes himſelf ſo as not to be known, and under the 
Name of Cajus gets admitted as one of his Retinue. 
Edgar, in the mean Time, experiences the utmoſt 
Exceſſes of Joy and Sorrow: He was all Extaſy at 
be Behaviour of Cordelia, and to ſee himſelf delivered 


his H mn ſo dangerous a Rival as the Duke of Burgundy : : 
cher, e row flattered himſelf with being at the End of all 
„ us Wiſhes ; but when he thought himſelf moſt near, a 


Velicacy in the Nature of that Princeſs threw a Bar he- 
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tween him and his Hopes, which was the more dreadfy WW baſe - 
to him, as it was the leaſt expected. She praiſed his Luna 
Conſtancy, confeſſed her own Affection, but at the ſame Wl garde 
Time aſſured him, that the Pride of Blood would ad Auth 
ſuffer her to marry, and be dependant on her Huſband Wi all hi 
Fortune, therefore commanded him to think no more of hi 
Love, or ever ſee her Face again. This was a Turn d 10 le 
Fate he ſcarce. had Courage to ſuſtain, and he, perhap, Wi of tb 
had yielded up his Life with the Hope of what wa 


yet infinitely more dear, had not a ſecond Misfortune, Bu 
not leſs cruel or ſudden, divided the Current of his Aﬀic. Wh £00"! 
tion, and gave a kind of {ad Diverſion to its Force. with 


The Earl of G/zuce/ſter had a Baſtard Son named El treats 
mund ; who was a perfect Maſter in the Art of Diſſimul-· veduc 
tion, and had ſo far inſinuated himſelf into his Father, if hand 
good Opinion, that he, at leaſt poſſeſt an equal Shar aſter 
with Edgar in his Affection. Finding the Influence be him 
had gained, he ſo far improved it as to render his Bro- Wi *f © 
ther ſuſpected of ill Deſigns; he repreſented him a Heel 
ambitious, bloody, and capable of the moſt unnatun 8 n 
Attempts ; and to prove the Truth of theſe Accuſations, Wl does 
forges a Letter, as from Edgar to himſels, tempting hin  *2'" 
with the offer of half Gloueefter's Eſtate, if he will con. 
ſent to murder him privately, When he has ſhewn thi 
to the Earl, he runs to Edgar, tells him, that ſome Vil 
lain has incenſed their Father againſt his Life, and ad. 
viſes him to fly his Preſence, till Time ſhall make 
full Diſcovery of his Innocence of the Crimes laid to 
his Charge, Eagar deceived alſo by his ſeeming Sant 
tity and Zeal to ſerve him, falls into the Snare by 
thinking to avoid it. His Flight confirms the Earl d 
the Truth of Edmund's Reports; and to make it yet mort 
certain, that wicked and deſigning Traitor gives himlel 
a ſlight Wound in the Arm, pretending he received i 
from his Brother, on lis diſſuading him from his unnatv 
ral Enterprize. | 

This accompliſhes entirely the End at which It 
aim'd: Edgar is diſinherited, proclaim'd a Traits, 
and Proſeribed; and himſelf declared the Heir of 
Glouceſter, wk | 
_. Eagar in his Retirement hears this News, and hai: 


ing no other Way to eſcape, et loth to die under * 
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baſe Imputations, puts on the Habit and Behaviour of a 
Lunatick, and thus diſguiſed lives unknown and unre- 
garded in the Woods and Foreſts, while the perfidious 
Author of his Miſeries riots in the full enjoyment of 
all his ambitions Soul could wiſh : High in the Favour 
of his Father, and indulging his looſer Pleafures with 
no leſs than Royal Beauty: Gonerill and Regan had each 
of them courted him to their Embraces, and he, by 
Turns, enjoyed both. 

But during theſe Tranſactions, King Lear was fatally 
convinced of the Folly he had been guilty of in parting 
with his Power: His two imperious Daughters no longer 
treated him as their Father, but their Subject; they 
reduced the Number of his Attendants, firſt from an 
hundred to fifty, then to twenty-five, then to ten, 
afterward to five ; and at laſt are ſcarce willing to allow 
him one: Kent, who ſtill follows him under the Name 
of Cajus, is put into the Stocks for tripping up the 
Heels of one of Generill's Gentlemen, who had-behaved 
in a diſreſpectful Manner to the King. To ſuch a Pitch 
does their Ingratitude at length arrive, that the unhappy 
Father, no longer able to ſupport the Contempt thrown 
on him by theſe unnatural Monſters, reſolves to quit 
their Sight for ever; and leaving with them his ſevereſt 
Curſes, departs the Palace of Gl/oucefler, where they 
were then, and flies into the Woods, chuſing to aſſociate 
with Beaſts, as lefs Savage than Wretches, ſuch as they, 


in Human Form. 


It was in the moſt dreadful Storm the angry Heavens 
erer poured down, Thunder, Lightning, Hail, Rain 
and Wind, blended their ſeveral Forces to make a Night 
of Horror, when the unhappy King expoſed himſelf to 
open Air; and having once quitted the Palace, G/ouce- 
fler was forbid on Pain of Death, either to court him 
back, or follow him with any Relief; a Barbarity fo 
ſhocking to a King and Father, joined with the Tyran- 
ny theſe haughty Siſters exerciſed over the Common - 
wealth, alarmed the Noble-minded Earl, and he re- 
lolved, if poſſible, to reſtore Things to their Primitive 
Condition. T's this End he writes to the Dake of 
Cambray, who regarded the Duke of Cornwall, with 
inveterate Hate, praying his Aſſiſtanee to reinflate the 
2 F 3 King. 
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Ring, and pluck down the Arrogance of the, two Female 
Furies. Theſe Diſpatches, as well as the Purport of 
them, he entruſts to Edmund, who glad of this Oppor- 
tunity to ſtep at once into the Earldom of Glouceſter, 
delivers them to Regan; on which the Earl is con. 
demn'd as a Traitor to the Government, and having 
both his Eyes pluck'd out, is afterwards thruſt out of hy 
own Palace to = or ſtarve ; while the wicked Edmund 
is inſtated in all his forfeited Wealth and Titles. 

At the ſame Time Cordelia hearing of her Father“ 
Sorrows, and that he wander'd in the Woods, accompa- 
ny'd only by his faithful Cajus, went, with one of her 
Women, in ſearch of him; Edmund burning to enjoy 
her, and having Intelligence of her Deſign, hires two 
Ruffians to purſue and ſeize her, deſigning, when they 
ſhould have convey'd her to a Place proper for that 
Purpoſe, to Raviſh her ; but her good Angel prevented 
this execrable Project from taking Effect; the Villains, 
*tis true, eaſily overtook her; but as they were about 
to force her along with them, her cries reached the 
Ears of Edgar, who immediately ruſhed out, and witha 
Staff he had in his Hand, puts them both to flight 
Cordelia is at firſt no leſs frighted at the Appearance of 
her Deliverer, than ſhe had been before with the Ruff 
ans ; but he knowing her, makes himſelf alſo known, 
and obtains from her, in his Rags, a Bleſſing, which a 
Gloucefler's Heir he ſollicited in vain; ſhe tells him, 
that they are now on an Equality, and. being both 
wreiched Vagrants, ſhe may plight her Troth to him 
without a Bluſh, or the leaſt Conſciouſneſs of being too 
far oblig'd to an Exceſs of Paſſion. He is now as hap- 
Py as the Reflection on the King's Griefs will give hin 
Leave to be; and Cordelia being over much fatigued 
with travelling ſo far on foot, and in ſo terrible a Tem- 
peſt, compoſes herſelf to ſleep in his Hovel, while him- 
ſelf and her Woman, watch by her. 

When ſhe awakes, he acquaints her that the King, 
by the Earl of Gloucefter's Means, has been conveyed to 
alittle Houſe hard by; and then on her Deſire conduct: 
her thither, where having left her, he returns to the 
Wood and meets his Eyeleſs Father : This is a Sight 
which leaves no Room for any additional Affliction; 5 
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has however theConſolation of preventing him from doing 
any Violence to himſelf, and perſuading him to ſhew 
himſelf to the Populace, whom the Knowledge of his 
Wrongs, the Cruelties practiſed on the King, and the 
imperious Behaviour of Generill and Regan, induce to 
take Arms. Edgar puts himſelf at their Head, and pre+ 

es to attack the imperious Queens, who having alſo 
raiſed Forces, Edmund is made General, the Duke of 
Albany not being willing to accept it, and Cornwall being 
dead of a Wound he had received from” one of his own 
Servants, whom he had firuck for adviſing him not to 
proceed with ſo much Rigour againſt G/ouce/ler. 

The Armies join, and after a cruel Struggle Edmund 
won the Field of Battle. Lear and Cordelia were made 
Priſoners ; and Edgar having now no other Reſource, diſ- 
guiſed accompanies a Herald, who, in the Name of an 
unknown Champion, challenges Edmund to ſingle Combat, 
accuſing him of Treaſon. Edmund, who wants not Cou- 
rage, accepts the Challenge, and Edgar appears in his 
own Shape; a conſciouſneſs of Guilt now alarms the hi- 
therto ſucceſsful Villain; but the Duke, and both the. 
Queens being in Preſence, he braves it out, fights, and is 
lain by Edgar. Gonerill and Regan ſeem to outvie each 
other in their Lamentations over him; but Fagar having 
given a Letter he had intercepted from Goner:// to the 
fallen Traitor, ſhe endeavours to filence her Complaints by 
the Sight of that Evidence of her diſhonourable Paſſion , at 


frſt ſhe raves, but Death ſoon puts a Period to her ill-uſed 


Power : Both ſhe and Regan jealous of each other, have 
been by each other poiſoned, and it is but a few Moments 
that either of them ſurvive their darling Edmund. Albany 
convinc'd of the Injuſtice offer'd to the King, goes with 
Edgar to the Priſon, where he is confin'd ; they arrive in 
that Moment, when the Executioner, by Order of the 
late Queens, is going to put an End both to his Life and 
that of Cordelia. As the Duke was a Stranger to this 
Decree, he conſiders the Proceedings of his Wife with the 
more Deteſtation, and ſtruck with a true Remorſe for the 
Part he has been drawn to a& in them, reſtores the King- 
dom to Lear, who beſtows it, with Cordelia, on Edgar, 
and reſolves to paſs the Remainder of his Days in Privacy 
with Gloucefer and his faithful Cajus, whom he now 
5 F 4 F 


knows - 


; | 204 ] 

\ Knows for the Earl of Nat. How far this Cataſtrophe | 
conſonant to Truth, I will not pretend to determine, oy 
Hiſtory of thoſe Times being very obſcure ; but it is cer. 
tainly agreeable to that Poetical Juſtice, which in Repre. 


ſentations of this Kind ought always to be ſtrictly ob. 
ſerved. | 


a ——_ , —— 


Lady FANE GRAY: 


DF. 


By Mr. Rows. 


1 


T* HIS Play begins with the Death of King Eduart 
VI. and the putting in Practice that Deſign which 
the Ambition of the Dukes of Nortbumberland and Suf- 
F#!k had contrived ſrom the beginning of that Monarchs 
Indiſpoſition, which was to ſet aſide the Princeſſes Mary 
and Elizabeth, and place the Lady Jaze Gray, Daughter 
to Suffolk, on the Throne, and marry her to Lord Guil. 
ford the Son of Northumberland. She is young, anda 
ſtrict Proteſtant, and the Pretence of making her Queen 
being Religion, ſhe is eaſily brought to conſent, tho? not 
without ſome Apprehenſions of the Conſequence. 

The Earl of Pembroke, who is paſſionately in Love with 
her, cannot ſupport the Thoughts of her being given to 
Cuilford, though he was a Man he otherwiſe very much 
eſteemed. In his Rage and Deſpair he joins the Party 
wha have proclaimed Princeſs Mary, who was indeed the 
undoubted lawful Heir, as eldeſt Daughter to Henry VIII. 
—— Queen Fane is depoſed in a few Days, and ſent Pri- 
ſoner to the Tower with her Huſband. — The Law 
condemns them both to Death, but the Queen is inclined 
to ſhew them Mercy on Account of their Youth, and on 
the Interceſſion of Pembroke, who, in this Inſtance, ſhews 
an extraordinary Generoſity, grants them a free and un- 
limited Pardon, Gardiner, Biſhop of Winchefter, and 3 
bigotted Roman Catholick, is highly incens'd at this * 
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of Lenity in the Queen, and repreſents to her, that it is 
2 Thing unprecedented in a crown'd. Head, to permit 
thoſe to live who have had the Boldneſs to uſurp the 
Throne, and that, beſides, it would be the Means. to keep 
alive a Faction which would be always diſturbing the 
Peace of the Nation, as well as a tacit Encouragement to 
the new Religion. All theſe Things work their defired 
Effect, eſpecially as urged by a Perſon who had been ſo 
zealous for the Recovery of her Right ; but as ſhe cannot 
go back from her Promiſe, ſhe confirms their Pardon, but 
on this Condition, that they both renounce Proteſtantiſm, 
and return to the old Faith. _— This they refuſe, and 
are accordingly executed, —the Lady Fane within the 
Tower, and Lord Guilford on - Tower-Hill. | 
The Poet, as he had Permiſſion to dedicate this Trage- 
dy to Queen Caroline, then Princeſs of Wales, has adorn- 
ed his Heroine with all the Virtues that can be found in 
Woman, in order to make a Kind of Parallel between 
them, and that ſhe might appear the more conſpicuors, 
ſeems to have ſunk every other Character, to the no {mall 
Diſadvantage of the Piece in general. It was, how- 
ever, acted with very great Applauſe at firſt, and the many 
oy Compliments contained in it, on all who had any Hand in 
C2 BY the Revolution, will doubtleſs continue to render it agree - 
Ween able. I look upon it, notwithſtanding, to be, if we con- 
0 fider it merely as a Play, of the leaſt Merit of any wrote 
1 by the ſame Author: The Incidents being few, and 
bo thoſe not worked up in the Manner they might be expect - 
en to ed from his Pen, or the Dignity of the Subject. | 
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ciouſneſs of the Prerogative of a Huſband in the one, and 
of conſcious Merit in the other, renders both of them ji. 
able to Miſtakes in Conduct, which make them equally 
unhappy.—— He ſometimes gives into the gay Pleaſure, 
of Life; ſhe imagines him more faulty than he is; re. 
proaches him without a Cauſe, as well as with a Cauſe, 
 —D He thinks it beneath him to reform thoſe Errors, he 
is in Reality guilty of, or convince her of his Innocence 
when unjuſtly ſuſpected, as ſhe ſeems to exact it from him; 
and ſhe has too much Pride to ſubmit to any ſoft Mex. 
ſures for the acquiring even what ſhe moſt deſires. 

Lord George Brilliant is his intimate Friend, in Love 
with Mrs. Congucſi, a young Lady of a Fortune not alto. 
gether equal to him, for which Reaſon he endeavours to 
cure himſelf of his Paſſion, by addreſſing others; but this 
is only an Amuſement, and however his Senſes may ſtray, 
his Heart is wholly devoted to her in Spite of all he can 
do. —— Lady Gentle is one of thoſe to whom he for a 
Time imagines himſelf devoted, but as ſhe is already mar- 
ried, and is a Woman of a great deal of Virtue, he makes 
no Addreſſes to her in plain Terms; but her fa 
vourite Foible being the Love of Play he attacks her on 
that Side, and ingratiates himſelf very much with her, by 
making one in all the Parties ſhe propoſes for this Diver- 
ficn, without ſuſpecting he has any farther Deſigns in it. 

Miſs Notable is a vain forward Girl, Niece to Sir Friend- 
4 Moral, and under his Guardianſhip.— The Warmth 
of her Inclinations makes her fond of the Men, and an il- 
judged Pride of Admiration, makes her no leſs pleaſed 
with expoſing her Gallantries to the World ; and above 
all, to excite Jealouſy, and create Diſquiet to her own 
Sex, is her darling Paſſion -—- This odd Mixture of Va- 
nity and II! nature has coquetted with Lord Wronglove ; 
he has returned her Advances ſo far as to appoint a pri- 
vate Meeting, but her Uncle has fo ſtrictly watched her 
that Day, that ſhe was obliged to fail her Aſſignation; 
ſhe ſends an Excuſe, however, the next Day, and promiſes 
to meet him that ſame Evening. After having read 
this Epiſtle, he tears it to prevent Diſcoveries. -—- Lady 
Wroaglove finds the Pieces, and putting them together, 
makes ſo much Senſe out of them, as to perceive the Bu- 
ſineſs, though not the Name, nor Place of Meeting. * 
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Natable comes immediately after to viſit her, finding 
her uneaſy, is extremely delighted, and to heighten her 
Chagrin, tells her, that ſhe overheard Lord Wronglove tell 
Lord George Briiliant that he was to meet a Miſtreſs at 
Five that Afternoon in a Hackney Coach in the Road to 
Chelſea, and adviſes her to diſguiſe herſelf and follow 
them. This Lady Wronglowe reſolves to do, and thinks 
herſelf much obliged to Miſs Netab/e for the Intelligence. 
In the mean Time, Lord George is purſuing his Scheme 
with Lady Gent/e. He has engaged a foreign Count in 
the Aﬀair, who has won a thouland Pounds of her upon 
Honour, — She is a little uneaſy at it, on which he lends 
her the Money to pay him, and afterwards plays with her 
himſelf — wins a thouſand Pound more of her, — She is 


now aſhamed of her Folly, and is ready to make a Vow 


never to touch a Card any more, as ſhe has Reaſon to fear 
her Huſband will not forgive ſuch a Depredation on his 
Fortune; but whatever are her Diſquicts on that Score, 
they are infivitely increaſed, when Lord George plucks off 
the Maſk of Sobriety, he till now has worn before her, 
confeſſes a Paſſion for her, and inſiſts on the Gratification 
of it, for the Payment of the Debt. Now ſhe indeed ſuf- 
fers all that diſtreſt Virtue, and a lawleſs Invader of it can 
inflict. Her Tears and Diſtraction gave him the Op- 
portunity of making her a ſeemingly generous Offer, 
which is to tailley on a Card for the Deciſion of her Fate; 
if it anſwers to what ſhe names, he is te make no farther 
Demand of the two thouſand Pounds, if the contrary, ſhe 
mult permit him to expect every Thing. — Here is, in · 
deed, The Lady's laft Stake, and admirably ſhews. into 
what a wretched Dilemma the moſt ſtrictly chaſte may 
be brought by the Love of that deſtructive Pleaſure. 
After ſome Reaſonings with herſelf, ſhe contents, ſets on 


a Card, and loſes it, and with it almoſt her Senſes, — 


She falls at his Feet, ſhe bathes them in her Tears, begs, 
conjures him to accept of the Payment of tae Money 
quarterly, or, if he would needs have it at once, aſſures him 
of acquainting her Huſband with it, tho' his Knowledge 
of her Folly may perhaps occaſion an everlaſting Breach 
between them, yet any Thing ſhe will conſent to rathef 
than yield theſhocking Forfeit ; but all this has no Effect, 
he perſiſts on her fulfilling the Condition of the laſt Ven- 

| ture, 
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ture, and is beginning to threaten even Force, when ſhe 
meets with a Relief which it was impoſſible for her to 
have entertained the leaſt Idea of, 

Mrs. Congueft, who really loves Lord George, and is a- 


larmed at the Pains ſhe finds he takes with Lady Gen!le, rather 
pretends to go out of Town, and ſoon after appears in other, 
Men's Cloaths, paſſing for Sir Jobs Congueſt her Twin ſtruQi\ 
Brother, juſt arrived from his Travels, and is as ſuch re- knowl 
ceived by all the Company. She conceals herſelf in an Lengt| 


inner Room, while Lady Gentle and Lord George are at 
Play, overhears all that paſſes between them, and when 
ſhe finds the Lady is brought into the abovementioned 


Exigence, ſends a. Man with Bank Bills to the Value of their 
two thouſand Pounds. Lady Gentle is at once tranſported Mi 
and ſurprized ; but thinking from what Hand ſoever this ' BW Miſun 
Favour came, ſhe could not be involved in greater Dan. in bei 


ger, by owing it, than ſhe was at preſent, throws them and . 
on the Table to Lord George, bids him take his Debt, and 

never ſee her more. \ 

But his Lordſhip has too conſummate an Aſſurance to be fight, 
daſhed at this Reproach ; on the contrary, it only har- of the 
dens him the more, and he reſolves ſhe ſhalk not triumph ber B 


in his Diſappointment, Not to loſe the preſent Op- as ha 
partunity, he ſnatches her in his Arms, and is going to of the 
bear her off; ſhe ſhrieks out, and the ſuppoſed Sir Foba Aﬀec 
Cong ruſhes in, challenges him to fight, and tells him ment, 
he demands that Satisfaction of him, not only for the un- ders 

gentlemanlike Behaviour he has juſt now been guilty of, Wart 
but alſo for having pretended Courtſhip to his Siſter Mrs. By 
Congueft, and afterwards diſhonourably "quitting her. Brill 
Lady Gente endeavours to prevent this Duel, but in vain, of th 


and they go out of the Houſe together as to fight. 

Lady Hronglove has all this while her own Troubles, 
and her Lord his Diſappointments. —— Miſs Nætable takes 
a Hackney Coach, goes to the Place appointed, and when 
me ſees his Lordſhip, makes a Sign to him that his Lady is 
behind, then drives off. —He, to prevent his Wife from 
following ber, makes the Coachman turn bis Horſes croſs 
the Road, and ſtop her Coach, which being done ſome- 
what too haſtily, ſhe is overſet: His Lordſhip's Coach 
gets clear and drives away, and that her Ladyſhip is in, 
being broken down, ſhe is obliged to come W on 

oor, 
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Foot. On her Return a high Quarrel enſues between 
them, in ſo much that ſhe is reſolved to part. Sir Friend- 
Y Moral is conſulted by both Parties, who talking ſepa- 
rately to each, eaſily perceives their living ſo ill together, 
rather owing to Humour than any real Diſtaſte to each 
other, and reaſons them out of every little Folly, ſo.de- 
fruftive to their mutual Peace. Lady H#ronglove ac- 
knowledges ſhe has carried her Suſpicions to too great a 
Length, and her Lord is not now above confeſſing he has 
given her but too much Cauſe for them.——Both pro · 
miſe never to run into the ſamę Errors ſor the future; 
and the moſt tender Reconciliation is the Conſequence of 
their late Violence. | vin 

Miſs Notable, who had been the chief Cauſe of the 
Miſunderſtanding between them, has been no leſs active 
in heightening the Breach between Lord George Brilliant 
and Mrs. Congueft, and after that Lady has aſſumed the 
Appearance of a Man, makes Advances to him, as well 
as to Lord George, and when ſhe hears they are gone to 
fight, is tranſported with Joy, imagining herſelf the Cauſe 
of their Quarrel ; and as ſhe thinks nothing will make 
ber Beauty the general Theme of Converſatian, ſo much 
as having a Man. killed for her, heartily wiſhes that one 
of them may fall in the Rencounter.— The Vanity and 
Affectation of a young Girl who has Vit without Jg | 
ment, is in this Character ſo naturally delineated, as ren» 
ders it an admirable Leſſon for all of that Age to take 
Waraing by. | 

Bgt to return to our. Combatants: — Lord George 
Brilliant and the pretended Sir Fohn Cel. make Choice 
of the Park for the Deciſion of their Conteſt Per- 
ceiving themſelves obſerved by three or four Fellows, 
who ſeem to follow them, Lord George imagines they 
gueſs on what Intent they are come, and loiter there ta 
part them. :; — Sir Jahn ſeems of the ſame Opinion, ſa 
they agree to ſeparate, and meet again in another Walk, 
Lord George is no ſooner alone, than they come up 


to him, trip up his Heels, and fall to riffling his Pockets. 
— The other returning on the Noiſe, cocks a Piſtol at 
them, but miſſes Fire, on which two of them attack him, 
lee falls, and the Ruffians runs off. Lord George 
believing his intended Antagoniſt was mortally 2 

* 
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by other Hands than his own, calls a Chair, and goes him: 
ſelf to a Surgeon, to whom the ſeeming Sir John directs. 

The whole Company are at Sir Friendly Morals, when 
the Chair is brought in. -— The Surgeon tells them the 
Gentleman cannot live three Hours. — All are extreme. 
ly troubled, eſpecially Lady Gentle, as ſhe ſuppoſes her- 
ſelf the Occaſion of this unhappy Accident, by Sir Jobe. 
Quarrel in her Defence ; but infinitely greater is the Con. 


cern of every one preſent, when the Surgeon going about | 
to take off the wounded Perſon's Cloaths, in order to app 


his Plaiſters, ſhe diſcovers herſelf, and tells them, that it iy 
Love, Reſentment, and Deſpair, which had made her un. 
dertake to be her own Champion, ſeeming much leſs con- 
cerned to hear ſhe was ſo near her End, than of the Injury 
this exploit would be to her Reputation after her Death. 
All the Paſſion Lord George ever had for her now af. 
ſumed its full Force: he could not have believed himſelf 
ſo dear to her, and this fatal Proof of it, fills him with the 
moſt tender, grateful and generous Sentiments.——His 
former gaiety of Nature is now in a Moment extinguiſh'd 
in him, and he could almoſt” part with his own Life for 
the Preſervation of that of his charming Mrs. Congueſt.- 
To make her laſt Moments as eaſy as poflible, he offen, 


'to prevent the Mouth of Scandal from blackening her 


Fame, to marry her that Moment, and Lord Wrong love 
Chaplain is ſent for to perform the Ceremony. — Mrs, 
Conga having brought him to this, reſolves to ſhew no 
leſs Generoſity on her Side, and immediately tarts up 
from the fainting Condition ſhe had counterfeited, tell 
Lord George and the whole Company that ſhe has no 
Hurt; that the Robbery was a Stratagem of her own, 
to prevent fighting in good Earneſt ;——that the Surge- 
on, as well as the pretended Thieves, were all prepared 
by her Contrivance, and concludes with telling Lord 
George, that ſhe ſcorns to take Advantage of the Pity her 
ſuppoſed Condition inſpired in him, and he may therefore 
ſend and prevent the Chaplain from giving himſelf che 
needleſs trouble of coming. | 

Every Body is as much charmed with the greatneſs of 
her Spirit on this Occaſion, as rejoiced to find the Treu- 
ble they had been lately in was without Foundation ; but 
Lord Gecrge more tranſported than any of them, as he 14 


| ( 118 } ; 
moſt Cauſe, is now too true a Convert to Love and Hos 
nour, to go back from the Promiſe he had made of marry- 
ing her. He looks on being the Huſband of ſuch a 
Wife as the greateſt Happineſs Heaven can confer upon 
him, and to ſhew that he has done with all the unwarrant- 
able Gaieties of Life, be begs Pardon of Lady Gentle for 
his baſe Deſigns upon her, returns her back the two thou- 
ſand Pounds which he confeſſes he won unfairly of her, as 
a Means to force her to yield to his Defires, and gives her 
withal a Caution to beware for the future of Gaming 
deep. She aſſures him ſhe will punctually follow his 
Advice, and finding it was from Mrs. Congueft ſhe received 
the 'Bills, reſtores them to hey with thoſe Thanks the 
timely Relief they had given her, merited. 1 

Miſs Notable finding ſhe had been made no more than 
a Jeſt on by Lord Wronglove, Lord x, Brilliant, and 
what was yet more vexatious, by Mrs, Congueft under the 
Appearance of a Man, and that ſo far from dying for her, 
none thought her worth a ſerious Thought, neglected by 
the Men, and laugh'd at by the Women, runs off in that 
Shame and Confuſion, which is always the Portion of 
diſappointed Vanity. 

There is ſomething ſo extremely genteel as well as en- 
tertaining in this Comedy, that the Applauſe it has re- 
ceived, and ſtill continues to receive, wherever ated, is 
not at all to be wondered at. 


LOVE for LOVE, 


A COMEDY. 


By Mr. Concreve. 


SIR Samp/on Legend has two Sons, Valentine the Elder 

is a well educated Gentleman; Ben the Younger has 
ſomething amphibious in his Character, being Half Home- 
bred and Half Sea bred: The one has diſobliged him by 
an expenſive Manner of Living; he therefore reſolves to 


diſinherit him, give all his Eſtate to the other, and _ 


[1121 
him to an awkard Country Girl, call'd Mifs Prat, Daugl 
ter to Mr. Foreſgbt. A 
This Forefigbt is an illiterate old Man, peeviſh and po- 
fitive, very Superſtitious, and a Pretender to Aſtrology: 
He is lately married to a fecond Wife, -who is young, 
gay, and has Wit enough to deſpiſe her Huſband, 
Siſter, Mrs. Frail, is a Woman of much the ſame Cha- 
racter, and lives in the Houſe with her; as does alſo 4. 
gelica, Niece to Forefight, 4 young Lady of a conſiderable 
Fortune in her own Hands, and is paſſionately beloved by 
Valentine, whom ſhe in ſecret approves, but has hitherto 
conceal'd her Inclinations. 
The Characters are thus diſpoſed at the opening of the 
Play, when Valentine having contracted ſeverablarge Debts, 
is obliged to confine himfelf to his own Lodgings for fear 
of being confined in a worſe Place by his Creditors : His 
Impatience, however, of getting abroad to ſee Angelica, 
prevails above all Conſiderations of his future Intereſt ; 
and he conſents to make a Deed of Conveyance for the 
whole Eftate to his younger Brother, that he may receive 
four thoufand: Pounds immediately to ſecure his Liberty, 
On this Condition Sir Samp/on ſends the Money to him by 
his Steward; and he renews his Addreſſes to the Lady, 
who continues till as much on the Reſerve as ever, Sir 
Sampſon preſſes him to fign the Conveyance, but on the 
Advice of Mr. Scandal, a Man of Wit, and his moſt inti- 
mate Friend, he pretends to a ſudden Diſorder in his 
Head, and afterwards downright Frenzy. 7 
Ben, in the mean Time, is brought into the Company 
of Miſs Prue, but they ſeem agreed to diſlike each other; 
he is much taken with Mrs. Frail, who knowing he is to 
have the Eftate, endeavours to draw him in for a Huſband; 
and the Girl is charm'd with Mr. Tartle, a Fop, whom 
Mrs. Frail has artfully introduced to her Acquaintance, on 
to make the rough Sailor appear more diſagreea- 
le to her. Old Foreſigbt imagines all theſe croſs Acci- 
.dents happen, becauſe they did not conſult a lucky Hour 
to make the firſt Motion of the Match, and grows ſo ill 
upon it, that he is obliged to be put to Bed, while Scan- 
dal and his Wife take that Opportunity of making him a 
Cuckold. ; 8 | 
Mrs. Frail perceiving that the madneſs of Ry 
| wo 
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would hinder him from going the Conveyance, and be- 
ing told he was incapable of knowing any Body, bribes 
Jeremy, his Man, to paſs her upon him for Angelica, and 
get them married together: The Fellow who is ſubtle, 
and in all his Maſter's Plots, ſeems to conſent to all ſhe 
deſires; on which ſhe diſcards Ben, and thinks herſelf 
certain of both his Brother and Eſlate. Jeremy acquaints 
Scanda with the Promiſe he has made to Mrs. Frail, on 
which he tells Tatile as a great Secret, that Angelica is go- 
ing to be married to Valentine; and Jeremy immediately 
after confirms the ſame, and makes an Offer of putting 
him in his Maſter's Place: Tattle is overjoyed at the 
Thoughts of obtaining ſuch a Beauty and Fortune, and 
ſwears he will highly recompence Jeremy for ſuch a Ser- 
vice. The Appointment is made, Tazt/e is to be in the 
Habit of a Friar, and Mrs. Frazi/ to be vail'd like a Nun; 
for ſo, ſays Jeremy, the Parties are agreed to be diſguiſed, 
The Stratagem ſucceeds; Tatzle, ſuppoſing he gives his 
Hand to Angelica, binds himſelf in the indiſſoluble Bonds 
of Marriage to Mrs. Frail; and Mrs. Frail, not doubting 
but ſhe plights ber Faith to Valentine, vows an eternal 
Love and Duty to Tatele. | 
Valentine and Scandal are very merry in private on this 
Adventure, but their Gaiety was but of ſhort Continu- 
ance: Angelica having diſcovered that Valentine was 
not really mad, reſolves to ſhew him Trick for Trick, and 
encouraging old Sir Samp/on to flatter himſelf that ſhe had 
an Inclination for him, he addreſſes her for Marriage: 
ſhe ſeemingly conſents, a Day is fix'd for the Celebration 
of their Nuptials, and the News immediately reaches Va- 
lentine's Ears. He was now in Reality almoſt as mad as 
he had feigned to be, and in ſpite of the Perſuaſions of 
Scandal, and the Entreaties of Jeremy, flew to Forefight's 
Houſe, where he finds his Father ſitting with Angelica; 
both their Words confirm the Truth of what he has been 
told; and now regardleſs of every Thing, he confeſles 
be had but pretended Madneſs to delay ſigning the Con- 
veyance, but was now ready to do it, ſince he had loſt in 


Angelica, all for which he valued an Eſtate. Sir Samp- 


Jon then gives him the Parchment, but as he is Juſt going 
to ſet his Name, Angelica ſnatches it ſuddenly from him, 
and tears it in Pieces ; declaring, ſhe had n A 
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Kindneſs for his Father, only to make Trial of his Lore 
and Conſtancy, which, fince ſhe found inviolable, the 
would now reward with her Perſon and Fortune. The 
Tranſport of Valentine, the Congratulations of Scandal, 
and the Rage of Sir Samp/on, at this unexpected Turn, is 
the Concluſion of this diverting Comedy. 


— — * _ 
—_ * 8 


Lovk's laſt SH r; 
OR, 


The FOOL in FASHION. 
A COMEDY. 


—— ——_—_— — * * 


By Mr. CIS BEV. 


OVELESS, a Gemleman of a large Eſtate, but of 
diſſolute Morals, after five Months Marriage with 
Amanda, a young and moſt deſerving Lady, grows 

weary of her, runs into the greateſt Extravagancies, mort- 
gages his Eſtate to Sir William Wiſewood, then laviſhes 
all the Money he has received upon it in making the 
Tour of Europe. At laſt having nothing wherewith to 
ſupply farther Expences, he returns to Exglana, in hopes 
of borrowing five hundred Pounds more of Sir i/;am. 
In the mean time an Uncle of Amanda dies, and leaves het 
two thouſand Pounds a Year; her Friends fearing if her 
Huſband ſhould hear of it, he might come back to ſtrip 
her once more, ſend him Word ſhe is dead, and on his 
Arrival confirm him in that Opinion. Hardened in Vice, 
he liſtens to-the Story of her ſuppoſed Death, without be- 


— — —„V 5 


ing in the leaſt moved, and thinks of nothing farther than 
to get Money from Time to Time to throw away on the 
vileſt Part of Woman kind. She, who tenderly loves 
him, is grieved to the Soul to hear that not even Beggary 
has had the Power to make him more conſiderate ; but is 
prevailed upon by the common Friends of both not to un- 
deceive him as yet in the Opinion he has of her Death. 


Sir 
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Sir William Wiſewood has in his Family a Daughter 
call'd Narciſſa, who has a thouſand Pounds a Year in her 
own Hands, left her by a Relation, and Hillaria his Niece, 
to whom he is Guardian, Theſe two young Ladies are 
courted by two Brothers named Worthy, the elder is de- 
fgned by the Father to marry Narciſ/a, and to the young- 
er he has promiſed Hillaria, on Condition he pays him 
five thouſand Pounds out of her Fortune on the Day of 
Marriage; but the Gentlemen have different Inelinations; 
the elder being paſſionately in Love with Hillaria, and 
the younger finding it more to his Convenience, on the 
Account of her Eſtate, makes his Addreſſes to Nareiſſa. 
The Ladics are far from being averſe to their Propoſals, 
and they all four agree to deceive Sir William. | 

Amanda is perſuaded by young Worthy to endeavour to 
reclaim her Huſband, by paſſing herſelf upon him for a 
Miſtreſs. He has been'abſent ten Years, in which Time 
ſhe has had the ſmall Pox, which joined with her living 
in a different Manner from what he could expect, and the 
Opinion of her Death, favours the Deception, and ren - 
ders it improbable for him to know her. | 

He is introduced to her Houſe by Candle Light, ſhe ap- 
pears dreſt in the moſt gay and looſe Manner, aſſumes all 
the Behaviour of a Woman devoted to Luxury, which 
charms him to the utmoſt Height of wild Deſire. The 
Woman whom he deſpiſed and flew from as a virtuous 
Wife, he almoſt adores as a wanton Mifire/s ; and after 
having paſt the Night with her, declares himſelf unſatiated. 
She now puts on a more ſerious Air, and having obliged 
him to confeſs what his real Sentiments of Love, Honour, 
and Virtue are, with alſo the Accidents of his paſt Life, 
talks to him in ſo moving a Manner, and ſo well remon- 
ſtrates the Injuſtice he has been guilty of in wronging and 
forſaking a Wife, whom he acknowledges to have once 
dearly loved, and who had never given him the leaſt 
Cauſe to withdraw his Affection, that he appears ſeized 
with Remorſe for his paſt Conduct, which is ſtill aggra- 
vated by the Thoughts of the miſerable Condition to 
which it has reduced him. | 

Having thus brought him to the Point ſhe wiſhed, ſhe 
diſcovers herſelf, and all his late Anxiety is now convert- 
ed into an adequate Contentment. 

While 
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While this Couple are thus happily indulging thei; 
mutual Satisfaction, the Buſineſs of Love and Marriage iz 
ſucceſsfully carried on at Sir William Wiſewood's, He 
gives a Bond to elder Worthy, for five thouſand Pounds a 
an Addition to Narciſſa's Fortune, but the younger Bro. 
ther by the Aſſiſtance of the Lawyer, has his own Name 


inſerted inſtead of his Brother's ; after which the four 
Lovers go together to be married, the elder Woriby to 
Hillaria, and the younger to Narciſa. Amanda having 
ſent-to Sir William to bring the Writings of her Eſtate, 
the old Gentleman appoints the new married People to 
meet him at her Houſe, where he is equally ſurprized 
and enraged to find himſelf impoſed upon, and that his 
Daughter with her vaſt Fortune is fallen to the ſhare of 
a younger Brother; but they ſoon ſtop his Mouth by re- 
minding him how baſely he would have betrayed his 
Guardianſhip by ſelling Hillaria to that younger Brother 
for five thouſand Pounds, and he is at laſt reconciled, 

Sir Nowelty Faſhion, an accompliſhed Fop, makes a con- 
fiderable Figure in this Play, and enlivens every Scene 
where he appears; but has no other Buſineſs through the 
whole Plot, than juſt to create Intricacies, and excite jea- 
louſy in the two Mortbys, by making Love alternately to 
Hillaria and Narciſſa, and to ſhew the Folly of keeping a 
looſe Woman, he being perſecuted with the termagant 
Behaviour, Extravagance and Impudence of Flareit, whom 
at laſt to get quit of, he is obliged to ſettle a Penſion on of 
three hundred Pounds a Year. The Moral of this Come- 
dy, as indeed in moſt of thoſe wrote by the ſame Author, 
is inforced in fo intereſting a Manner, and conducted with 
ſo much Life and Spirit, that it anſwers the true end of 
the Drama, to inculcate in the Audience an Inclination 
to good Actions, ſhew Virtue in the moſt amiable; and 
Vice in the moſt contemptib/e Colours that Expreſſion can 
paint out. n 
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LOVE makes a MAN: 
OR, THE 4: nb 
FOPs FORTUNE. 
A COMEDY. 
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By Mr. CIS BIZ. * 


1 


Molo is the Father of two Sons, the eldeſt, call'd 
Carles, is wholly devoted to his Studies, Clodio 
the younger does not want Wit, but has travelled, and 
brought home with him all the Fopperies of the different 
Countries he has been in: Don Lewis, Brother to Az- 
tonio, is extremely fond of his Nephew Carles, but has 
a Contempt for Clodio, which he teſtifies on all Occa- 
fions, Charino, an intimate Friend of Antonio, has one 
Daughter who is to be the Heireſs of his Eſtate : It 
is agreed upon by theſe two old Gentlemen, that ſhe 
ſhall marry either the Scholar or the Fop, both which 
ſhe is to ſee and make her Choice. Accordingly the 
one is ſent for from the Univerſity, and the other from - 
Paris; but Carlos, on his coming to Town, talks in a 
Strain not liked by his Father, becauſe not underſtood; 
and beſides, on Marriage being mentioned to him, he 
ſeems rather averſe than inclined to it, and declares he 
has no Taſte for any Thing but Learning : Clodio, on 
the other Hand, is pert and lively, and pleaſes not only 
his own, but the Father of the young Lady much more 
than his elder Brother, on which they agree ſhe ſhall ſee. 
only the younger, but on Condition that he ſhall inherit 
the Eſtate, and Carlos have only a ſmall Portion out 
of it, to provide him Books, and common Neceffaries ; 
at which the Scholar, when he 1s told of it, does not 
ſeem chagrined, but readily promiſes to ſet his Hand to 
the Conveyance of all his Father's Land to Clodio. 
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On this Angelina, for ſo the Daughter of Charino is 
called, has an Interview with Cladio ; ſhe does not ſee 
bim with her Father's Eyes, but hearing he is the Per. 
\ fon deſtined for her Huſband, reſolves on Obedience. 
Don Lewis finding her a very amiable young Lady, is 
almoſt diſtracted at the Behaviour of Carlis, he goes to 
him, repeats all her Perfections, and in the End pre- 
vails with him not to fign the Writing but in her Pre. 
ſence, hoping her Beauty and Sweetneſs of Behaviour 
will work a Change in him, The Sight of her works 
the Effect he wiſhed it ſhould, Carlos falls paſſionately 
in Love with her, and having firſt demanded of her, if 
ſhe loved his Brother, and being anſwered by her, that 
Duty alone has engaged her Conſent, and that ſhe 


could wiſh ſome lucky Accident might break the Match, 


he aſſerts his Right of Elderſhip, refuſes to fign the 
Conveyance, and will not part with a Foot of Land 
on that Account. Both the Fathers are incenſed, and as 
he is making his Court to her, endeavour to farce them 
aſunder, but Angelina avows an Affection for him, and 
Contempt of Cladio, on which Carlos and Don Leawit 
keep off all thoſe who attempt to ſeparatg them. The 
old Gentleman finding no other Means to gaccompliſh 
the Intent they are ſo obſtinately bent w= go out 
to fetch Officers to take Angelina from him, as ſhe is an 
Heireſs, but they are no ſooner out of the Room, than 
the Lovers, by the Advice of Don Lewis, make their 
Eſcape, and get on Board a Ship; he accompanies them 
in their Voyage. The Poet does not tell us whither 
bound; But to what Place ſoever they intended to go, 
they are diſappointed by the Veſſel being taken by a Por 
gucke Man of War, Don Lewis and his Nephew 
fought bravely in Defence of the Ship they were in, 
but being overpowered, and dreading the Thoughts of 
Slavery, they both jumped into the Sea, as they were 
not above a League from Shoar, they ſwam and made 
the Land, while Angelina was put on board the Conque- 
ror's Veſſel, and brought to Liſben, where Don Manuel, 
the Commander of it, makes a Preſent of her to a 
Lady of great Fortune, named Lowiſa, with whom he 

has long been in Love, though ſlighted by her. 
Don Lewis and Carlos go into a Church in Liſbon to 
give 
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Thanks for their late Eſcape ; Divine Service being 
over, they talk to each other of their Misfortunes, Lo- 
viſa happens to be there at the ſame Time, overhears 
them, and falls in Love with Carles; as ſhe is a Lady 


who conſults __ farther than the Gratification of 


her own Humour, ſhe comes up to Carlos, makes him 
2 Preſent of one hundred Piſtoles, ang afterwards ſends 
her Man to watch where he goes, in order to execute 
a Deſign which that Moment comes into her Head; which. 
was this. She ſends Bravo's the ſame Evening to ſeize 
upon them both; Don Lewwzs ſhe makes be kept confin'd, - 
and Carlos js introduced to her Chamber, She diſcovers 
her Paſſion for him in the moft touching Terms, but he 
remains conſtant to his Vows to Angelina, and flings from 
her with a juſt Contempt of her Behaviour. Don 
Lewis, who has from a Balcony obſerved all that paſſed, 
throws himſelf out of it, intending to pacify the Lady, 
who ſeems in the utmoſt Rage, at the little Effect her 
Charms had on his Nephew. — This more provokes her, 
ſhe commands her Servants to tie him Neck and Heels, 
and lock him in a Garret. Her Orders are obeyed, 
but, in the mean Time, Carles endeavouring to find his 
Way out of the Houſe, meets Angelina by Accident. 
They run to each other with the Trapſport which might 
be expected on ſuch an Occaſion; he tells her the Means 


by which he was brought into that Houſe, and his Deſires 


of eſcaping ; ſhe propoſes his jumping from the Garden 
Wall, which he readily conſents to yenture, and promiſes 
to be there again within an Hour to releaſe her aſſo. L- 
viſa enters behind, hears the latter Part of their Diſcourſe, 
and calls her Servants to purſue and ſtop him; but they 
gre too late, and he paſſed over the Wall before they got 
into the Garden: She comforts herſelf, however, with 
the Thoughts of his returniug, which he no ſooner does 
than he is taken Priſoner a ſecond Time by her Men, and 
brought into a Room, where Angelina is placed between 
two Bravo's, who hold a Handkerchief round her Neck 
ready to ſtrangle her. He entreats of Loviſa to ſpare 
her Life, but can obtain it on no other Terms than his 
abjuring her, which he refuſing to do, the Word is given 
for her Death, Carls then renews his Suit with all the 
Ardency of Love and Deſpair, and the moving * in 
| | wil 
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which he expreſſes himſelf," at ages prevail on Loviſa 
who repenting of, and aſhamed of her paſt Folly, order, 
_— to be unbound, and gives her to that faithful 

ver. 

While theſe Things are tranſacting at the Houſe of L. 
viſe.——Clodio, who came with Don Antonio and Clarin 
in ſcarch of Angelina, happens to meet Don Duart, a ve 
inſolent Pertaguexe, in the Street, and being inſulted by 
him, runs him through the Body. A Servant attending 
the Don cries cut Murder: The Officers of Juſtice are 
alarmed, and purſue Ciadio, who runs into a Houſe for 
Shelter: The Lady of it, who is called Elvira, and is 
Siſter to Don Dear, conceals, and gives him a ſolemn 
Promiſe of Protection. The Body of Don Duart be. 
ing preſently after brought in, ——ſhe laments the raſh 
Promiſe ſhe has made to the Perſon who ſhe now finds is 
his Murderer, yet reſolves to keep it, and lets him out at 
a Back Door. The Fop imagines it is rather the 
liking of his Perſon, than any Tenaciouſneſs of perform. 
ing her Vow, which has made her act in this Manner, and 
has the Folly and Impudence to write to ber upon it; 
her Brother, Who is privately cured of his Wound, and 
alſo of that Warmth of Temper which occaſioned it, gets 
acquainted with Clodio, and is by him, tho* unknown, 
entruſted to carry his Letter to Elvira: He goes to her 
in a Diſguiſe, and ſhe anſwers it with all the 'Tenderneſs 
the Perſon who ſent it could Wiſh ; but Don Duart is be- 
yond Meaſure enraged at the ſeeming Levity of a Siſter 
whom he had thought was endued with as much Modeſty 
and Prudence as any of her Sex. Clodio, who finds this 
imaginary Miſtreſs was a very great Fortune, reſolves to 
marry her, and invites his Father and Don Charino td 
the Wedding. Elvira, willing to make what ſhe in- 
tended as publick as poſſible, ſends alſo to deſire the Com- 

any of the Governor, who is her Uncle, Donna Loviſa, 
Don Manuel, and ſeveral others. Theſe laſt carry with 
them Carlos, Angelina, and Don Lewis; ſo that they all 
meet without expecting it. Charino finding Clodio has 
renounced his Daughter, readily gives her to Carlos, to 
which Antonio allo conſents — — Elvira, inſtead of calling 
for a Prieſt, makes a Sign for the Magiſtrates, who ſtand 


hehind to appear; and being now releaſed of her 
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romiſe by Clodio's inadvertent Appearance, orders them 


iſe, Wb ſeize him for the Murder of her Brother; on which 
dem Won Duart overjoyed to find her thus retrieve her Cha- 
hful Water diſcovers himſelf, and endeavours to perſuade his 


iter to make good alſo her ſecond Engagement to this 


L. Wiranger : She yields to his Solicitation, and Loviſa 
rin revalled upon by all theſe Examples, gives her Hand 
'ery Don Manuel, which ends a Play, which though full 
| by WF Impoſlibilities, is yet pleaſing enough in the Repre- 
ling WEntation. 5 | | 
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and ACBETH, Thane, or Earl of Glamis, and Banguo, | 
it; joint Generals under Duncan King of Scotland, 
and ring gain'd a compleat Victory over the Norwegians, 
gets ere on their Return home; when on a Barren Heatk 
wn, ey were accoſted by three Witches, who ſtop their 
her larch, and greet them with ſtrange Predictions. They 
nels Wil Macbeth he ſhall be Thane of Cawder, and King 
be- reaſter. To Banguo they promiſe a long Succeſſion of 
iſter onarchs in his Poſterity; then diſappear, nor will 
ey d farther Converſe, as if to reveal more was not per- 
Itted them. | | 


The Generals are ſyrprized; but much more ſo, when. 
Moment after they ſee the firſt Part of the Prediction 
ned : A Meſſenger from the King congratulates their 
Rory, and gives Macbeth the Title of Thane of Gaw- 
r; that Peer, who had before enjoyed it, being con. 


ied of High Treaſon, and condemned to loſe: 11 
ead. This Promotion proved fatal to the Virtue e 


has lacheth, the flattering Prophecy run ever in his Mind, 
to d ſetting the Glories of a promiſed Crown full in his 
ing ew. he thought of nothing but the Means to attaig it, 
and Which in a ſhort Time "uit themſelves. 225 


The 
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The King, who was pleaſed with all Oceaſions of 4 
ing him Honour, would needs make him a Visit #4 
fine Caſtle he had at rwverne/s : He was attended ij 
Malcolm and Donalbin, his two Sons, the Thanes of Fit 
Zeno, Ref, Angur, and many other Lords and Gent 
men of his Bed chamber; but Macbeth not having 

rtments for them all, none ſlept in the Caſtle but iq 
ing and two Princes, and thoſe who' were of their inf 
mediate Artendants. 

From the Moment of his Where his ambition 
Hoſt reſolved he ſhould depart no more, and being 
ſtrengthen'd in this bloody Purpoſe by his Wife, he a 
tered the Chamber of the Royal Duncan at dead | 
Night, and having plunged a Dagger in his Breaſt, be 
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ſmeared the Swords and Hands of two Gentlenal 0 enc. 
who were ſleeping in an outer Room, to make the ere his 
ſeem the Murderers. be Me 


When the next Morning the Peers came to pay thei 
Duty to his Majeſty, Macbeth accompanied them to th 
Apartment, and on the Diſcovery of the horrid Deed, ua 
the loudeft of them in Exclamations : So far tranſp 
ed did he ſeem by his Rage, as to kill che two Wait 
without ſuffering them to ſpeak, as fo app poſing them 
have been guilty of their Sovereigt's Death, I 
done, he ſuggeſted to the Lords, that thoſe Wretchel 
had flain had been ſaborn'd 'by ſome who were 
nearly allied, and therefore too impatient for the Cron 
Malcolm and Donalbin, by a precipitate Flight from 
Caſtle, brought upon themſelves à Suſpicion of Gui 
and thoſe hs before had been © beſt - 1 e 
knew not what to think. S 

The young Princes, however, believing hat who 
ever Work the Murder was, the fatal Steel would not er inſe 
drop'd till all the Impediments to Sovereignty were en his 
moved, thought it their beſt Way to ſhelter themſen 
at leaſt for a Time, in foreign Realms? Malco/m ves 
to England, and Donalbin to Ireland; where, in (pitel 
the Rumours induſtriouſly propagated by Macbeth, 
his Adherents, great Numbers dally flock'd to them, 
On their Abſence, and lafpected Guilt, Macbeth, 
next of Blood, ſucceeded to the Throne; but being 
2 1 the Height « of all his Windes, * was 
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Stranger to his Breaſt : The ſamo Prediction which pro- 


of 6 

a+ WW miſed him a Crown, had alſo promiſed it to Banguo's 
led wilChildren, and having experienced the Truth in one Part. 
Ha not doubt but the other would equally be made 
Jene good: and this Thought gave him an Anguiſh of Soul 
ing hich all his exterior Grandeur could not diſſipate; Re- 
vut i elving, however, to baffle Fate it ſelf, if poffible, he 


ir in unrited Banguo, and his only Son Fean, to a Banquet, 
bat ordered Ruffians to Way-lay and Murder them as 
hey came to Court : The Deſign ſucceeded againſt the 
happy Father, but the Son eſcaped and fled to Mal. 
un, who had obtained Permiſſion of Edward, King of 
'ngland. to raiſe forces for the Recovery of his King- 
dom. This News preyed like a Valture on his Brealt 3 
2 encreaſe his Horrors, Banguo's Ghoſt appeared he- 
ore his Eyes in the Manner as he had fallen beneath 
de Morderers Swords; his Wife ſtruck with a too late 
Remorſe, run mad and died. Macduff the Thane of 
Fife, and many other Lords, left Scotland, and repaired | 


il Owner, but rather ſerved to harden him in Blogd- 
Dn the firſt Intelligence of Macduyyf's Behaviour, he 
auſed his Lady, and two innocent Children, to be maſ- 
icred in their own Houſe, and went on deſtroying, 
nurdering all whom he but ſuſpected did not approve 
is Actions. 1 8 
Hearing that Maltolm, with the revolted Peers, and 
great Army, were entered Scotland, he muſters what 
orces he was able, to oppoſe them; but Fear, which is 
er inſeparable from Guilt, rendering him doubtful of 
ven his beſt Friends, he has Recourſe to the Witches 
dr a Fore- knowledge of the approaching Event they 
ll him, That his Power ſhould continue 27% Birnam 
"ood ſhould come to Dunſinane Caſtle, and as to his Life, 
v ceuld be lain by none of Woman barn. This Prediction 
much re aſſured his Hopes, that without taking 
ly Meafures to repel the Enemy before they gain, 
do great a Head, he contents himſelf only with forti- 
ing Dunſinane. where he then reſides. EE 
N | G 2 But, 


ed, wall Malcolm, and every Hour brought with it the News 
anſpof ſome new and alarming Event; yet did not all theſe 
Wie eis make him harbour the leaſt Thought of Peni- 
hem ence, or giving up his uſurped Dominion to the right- 
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But, as it will ever be with all unwarrantable 
into Futurity, he is in a ſhort Time fatally convingy 
of the Error of depending on ſuch Prognoſticatiom 
Malcolm had ordered his Soldiers, as they paſſed through 
Birnam Wood, to pluck down each a Bough, and cam 
in their Hands, thereby to conceal their Numbers fron 
the Tyrant's Knowledge; ſo that the Wood ſeemed ty 
the amazed Eyes of Macbeth, to come, indeed, to Du 
finane: Enrag'd, deſpairing, he now quits the Call 
reſolving to truſt only to his Courage, and is ſlain hy 
Macduff, who was nat born, but ript untimely from hi 
Mother's Womb, The Death of this Monſter of Cn. 
elty, and the Proclaiming Malcolm King, is the Concly 
ſion of the Tragedy, | 


» — 
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. THE - 
MERCHANT of VENICE: 
A TRAGI COMEDY. 

— — 3 — —— 4 0 
By Mr. SRAKESD EAR: And alter'd by 
| Lord Lanspowrwe, | 


— 


6 cu T” wy 


HE Scene of Action is partly at Venice, and pan 
at Belmont, a fine Seat on the Continent belong 
ing to a Lady called Portia. Anthonio is repreſent 
as one of the beſt of Men, and the greateſt Merchat 
that ever Venice produced. He trafficks to every Pal 
of the Globe where Commerce has any Footing, 
the Reputation of his immenſe Rickes, joined to his Bt 
cellence of Nature, render him the general Object a 
Love and Eſteem. There is between him and Baſanh 
a Man of noble Blood, but ſmall Eſtate, the moſt pet 
fe Friendſhip; and the Play opens with a Proof of i 
which was very near proving fatal to him that gavelk 
Baſſanio has ſome Time beiore, being on his Travth 
ſcen Portia, and became enamoured of her a 
10 
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1 

Beauty and Accompliſhments : Her Father being now 
dead, and ſhe left the ſole Miſtreſs of herſelf and a prodi- 
ious Fortune, he is induced both by his Paſſion and 
eceſſities to attempt gaining her in Marriage, but not 
deing Maſter of a ſufficient Sum to enable him to viſit 
her in that Magnificence her Quality and Wealth de- 
mands from thoſe who come to make their Addreſſes 
to her, he has Recourſe to Anthonio, to whom already 
he is much indebted, to ſupply him. This generous 
Merchant having lately ſent out a great Number of 
Ships richly laden, has not at preſent ſo much Money 
by him, as the other's Wants require, he therefore de · 
fires him to make uſe of his Credit. On which Baſſanio 
applies to one Shylock a Few, who makes it his Buſi - 
neſs to lend Money on great Intereſt. The Character 
of a Uſurer is here ſo admirably drawn, that ſure it is 
impoſſible for any Man who knows himſelf guilty of 
Extortion to read, or fee it ated without being ſtruck 
with a conſcious Shame, and for a Time, at leaft, ren- 
der'd mote humane. This Wretch conſents to lend the 
Money on Ant bonio's Bond, for three Months, but will 
needs have the Penalty of a Pound*of Fleſh from the 
Breaſt of the Bondſman in caſe it be not paid in the 
ime. To this hard Condition Ant honio (ets his Hand, 
dot doubting but that he ſhall be able to diſcharge the 
Obligation before the Time perfixed, and BH anio hav- 
ing prepared every Thing befitting the Occaſion, ſets 
ail or Belmont, where the fair Portia is ſurrounded with 
duitors of the greateſt Quality. | = 

This Lady's Father, at his Death, left three Caſkets, 
he one of Gold, the other of Silver, and the third of 
Lead ; in the firſt was encloſed a Death's Head, in the 
ſecond an Idiot, and in the third the Picture of Portia, 
ch of them containing alſo Scrolls of Paper with ſui- 
able Inſcriptions. He bound her with a moſt ſolemn 
Vath never to diſcloſe the Secrets contained in theſe 
akets, nor to give herſelf to any Man but him, who, 
ing offer; d his Choice, ſhould pitch on that which 
u the Repoſitory of her Picture. To prevent alſo any 
ne from raſhly „ only Means of gaining 
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ber, the adventurous Lover was to be firſt ſworn never i 
reveal what he beheld in the Caſket he happen'd to chuſe, 
— Never after to pretend to any other Woman on the I. 
Score of Marriage, and to quit Belmont for ever de thro' 
Moment he found that he had choſe amiſs. Theſe hari WM to F. 
Conditions made many who came to offer their Ser. Wh and 1 
vice to her, retire without trying their Fortune; gen bas! 
Numbers, however, are more bold, but none are forty, 4% 
nate enough to chuſe rightly till Baſſanio arrives. avoid 

Portia, who had felt a ſecret Tenderneſs for him fron | Hout 
the time ſhe had firſt ſeen him, was little leſs tran. Ti 
ported than himſelf, to find her Deſtiny beſtow'd her on WW new! 

the Man whom ſhe alone could love, and nothing could WF B 
exceed the mutual Contentment of this happy Pair, To Wi d 
add to it, Gratiano, a Venetian, of a 550 and lively . Cat. 
Temper, who accompanied Baſſario in this Enterprize, of th. 
loving, and being beloved by Neri//a, a. young Lady Wt ''/* + 
who attends Portia, agree to make each other bleſt, aud 
are married on the ſame Day with their Principals. of he: 

But while Joy and Harmony preſides at Be/mont, 1 
fad Reverſe is to be ſeen at Venice: the noble Mercha f than 
has News that all his Ships are loſt ; the Bond is expired\ i elati 
He unable to pay it, the Je is inexorable, and inſh W\ 
on the Penalty. Ant honio, whoſe Nature is the Revert iſ *< co 
of all Extortion, has formerly rated him on the Mal and in 
for the extravagant Uſury he obliged the Neceſſitou u Jodge 
pay, and this, together with the mortal Hatred he bor 
to him as a Chriflian, made him at firſt exact thai 
Conditions, in hopes of an Opportunity of ſatisfying li 


Revenge. He had now alſo another Provocation, +» WW . She 
renzo, a great Companion of Baſ/anio's and Anthoni\ x 
in; 


had prevailed on Jeſfca, his only Child, to ＋ 
privately, turn Chriſtian, and go with him by "gh 
with a very great Part of her Father's Treaſures : Um 
ble to diſcover where they were gone, or to recover l 
Daughter, his Jewels, and his Ducats, Shy/oc4 is almol 
mad, and having no other Way to glut bis Malice, pt 
titions the Duke to grant him the Penalty of his Bond 
againſt Anthonio, The Laws of Yenice are on his Side, 
and all can be done, is to perſwade him to take tit 
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Money, which many are willing to lay down for the Pre- 


ſervation of ſo worthy a Man. 

The Duke anxious to ſave him, yet fearful of breaking 
er the WY thro! the Laws, defires only 4 Reſpite, that he may ſend 
e hard to Padua, in order to conſult Be/laris, a learned Doctor. 
r Ser. aud inthe mean Time Anthenis writes an Account of What 
; great if bas happened to his dear Friend Baſſauio. He receives 
for, aleo the ſame Account from Loreazo and Ze/fica, who to 

avoid the purſuit of Shyloch, take Shelter in Portia's 
n from Houſe. * * 
trall. This News ſtrikes a great Damp to the Felicity of the 
new married Pair, but the generous Bride will not ſuffer 
, could I Baris to delay a Moment going to his Friend's Relief, 
r. Ia and he inſtantly departs, for Venice, accompanied with 
lively WY Gratians, and loaded with Money to bribe the Avarice 
of the rapacious Few. At taking Leave, Portia and Ne- 
riſa gave them Rings each, exacting from her reſpective 
ſt, uu Huſband a ſolemn Promiſe never to part with that Pledge 
4 of her Affection. Kur f 

Baſſanio and Gratians have no ſooner ,quitted Be/mont, 
than Portia bethinking herſelf that Bellaris was her near 
Relation, ſent to deſire his Advice in Authonis' Affair, 
which having received, with full Inſtructions what to do, 
ſhe commits the Care of her Houſe to Lorenzo and Feffica, 
dad in the Habit of a Doctor of Law, with Neriſe as a 
Jodge's Clerk, haſtens to Venice, where ſhe arrives on the 
very Day that the Duke, prefled by the Importunitjes of 
dhylock, was ſat with all his Senators to give the Deciſion 
of Anthomio's Fate. 

She preſents a Letter to the Duke from Bellario, where- 
in that great Oracle of the Law excuſes. himſelf from at- 
tending in Perſon, and recommends the Bearer as a Perſon 
titly qualified for the Cauſe. Both Parties agree to ſtand 
dy his Decree, and after having heard what each have to 
urge, gives Sentence in 3 of the Je; but joins 
with the Duke, and all preſent in perſuading him to accept 
the Money rather than the Penalty, but the implacable 
Wretch. refuſes every Thing, and inſiſts an the Pound of 
Fleſh ; on which the Koife is prepared, and Axbonio 
bares his Boſom for the fatal Inciſion. The pretended 
Judge then bids them hold till he has given his Charge 
io Shybock, which is, that he muſt take Care he takes no 


G 4 more 
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more nor leſs than juſt a Pound, and reminds him, that if it 
the cutting this Fleſh, he -ſheds one Drop of Chriſtian 
Blood, all his Effects are confiſcated by the Laws of J.. 
nice unto the State. On this SH e is confounded, and 
now offers to take the Money; but the Judge will not 
ſuffer it to be paid him, and ſays, that fince he refuſed it 
when offered him before, he now ſhall have the Penalty 
'or nothing, on which he is going to leave the Court ; but 
is called back, and the Judge lays a Statute before the 
Duke, wherein it is enacted, that if it be proved an 41. 
en ſeeks the Life of any Citizen, his Goods are forfeited, 
half to the Perſon againſt whom he conſpired, the other 
half to the State, and his Life at the Mercy of the Duke 
This he proves to be the Caſe of Shy/ock, who, inſiſting 
on the Penalty of his Bond, plainly ſhewed he aimed at 
the Liſe of Aatbonio. 15 N 
The whole Court was tranſported at this Deeree; but 
the Duke had Mercy on Shylock, gave him his Life, and 
the generous 4nthonio offered to reſtore the Moiety of his 
Goods, on Condition he would beſtow it, with his Pardon, 
on his Daughter 7-/ica, and inſtantly become a Chr iſtias. 
The Duke alſo remits the other Mojiety forfeited to the 
State, and the Je ſeeing no other Remedy, accepts the 
. Propoſal, 
 - Portia and Neriſſa then take Leave of Baſſanio and 
Gratiano, but for the great Service rendered them, beg 
the two Rings off their Fingers, which themſelves had 
given them with a Charge never to part with. Ti 
with great Reluctance Baſſanio plucks it off, but conſider 
ing that he is indebted for the Life of his dear Friend 
Antbonio to the Perſon who requeſts it, and who wil 
take no other Recompence for ſo great. a Service, be 
hopes his Portia will forgive him, when ſhe ſhall be toll 
the Occaſion. 
After this, the pretended Lawyers ſet out for Be/mant, 
as does Ba/ſanio, Anthonio, and Grationo, who are there 
almoſt as ſoon as the Ladies. A merry Quarrel enſues 
on having parted with the Rings, but Portia having had 
the SatisfaQion of perplexing them a while, unravels the 
whole Story, and lets them know that it was to ber 
*Pleading Anthonio owed his Preſervation. Lorenzo and 
Feffica receives the News of Shylock's Converſion * 
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Infinity of Joy, and Belmont once more becomes the Seat 


of Pleaſure. 
An Audience cannot but go home well pleaſed from 


in Entertainment, which, beſides a great Variety of In- 


cidents, contains a Moral which muſt leave a 


good Im- 


preſſion on every Mind diſpoſed to Virtue and Benevo- 


lence. | 


Merry Wives of Windfor, 


A COM hr. 


n. 
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By Mr. Su Ak ESPEAR. 


* 
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HE Scene of this Play lies in Vindſor, where Mr. 
1 - Ford end Mr. Page are near Neighbours, and live 
ma very great Intimacy with each other: This Friend - 
ſhip of the Huſbands occaſions one no leſs fincere be- 
tween the Wives, inſomuch that tho' they dwell.in two 
Houſes they ſeem bat as one Family; nothing of Mo- 


Daughter, called Anne, whoſe Beauty join'd 
good Fortune her Father is able to give her, 


nent ever happening to the one, without being immedi- 
ately communicated to the other. Mr. Page has a 


F 


with the 
attracts a 


great Number of Admirers, among whom is Cajus, a 
French Doctor, whoſe Addreſſes are approved by the 
Mother on the Account of the Intereſt he has at Court: 
Mr. Slender a fooliſh Country Squire, encouraged by the 
Father, becauſe he has a good Eſtate, and can make a 
handſome Settlement; and Mr, Fenton, a young Gentle- 


man of ſmall Fortune, but beloved by Aune for 


his agree- 


able Perſon and Accompliſhments. The Hopes of Doc- 
tor Cajus are alſo ſupported by his Houſekeeper, Mrs. 
Laickly, who pretends to have a great Influence over Mr. 
Page's Family, and gets Preſents from all the Lovers by 
Turns, for her Intereſt. uſtice Shallaw, a Nei 


5 Gentleman, 


U 


ghbouring 
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Gentleman, and a Relation of Slender, eſpouſes his Suit, 
and gets Sir Hugh Evans, a Welſh Parſon, to ſecond his 
Endeavours againſt Cajus; but Fenton is without any 
other Friend or Mediator than the young Girl's AﬀeRi. 
ons: He has however the Conſolation of ſeeing his two 

Rivals, by their different Intereſts, obſtruR each other, 
and the beſtowing of Anne Page on either, deferred from 
Time to Time. 

While the Lovers are thus employed, the two Wives 
happen on a Matter of Diverſion, which very much en- 
groſſes their Thoughts. Sir John Falſta f, a Fat, lewd, 
vain, cowardly, avaritious Knight, knowing that Page and 
Ford have the Character of wealthy Men, flatters himſelf 
with being able to get both their Wives for his Miſtreſſ. 
es, and by that Means alſo unlade their Coffers of ſome 
Part of the Treaſures contained in them. To this End 
he ſends Love-Letters to them both, which they ſhewing 
to each other, find exactly the ſame, Word for Word, and 
differmg in nothing but the Names. « 

Affronted to have their Virtue thus attack'd, they a- 
gree to be revenged on him by a Way which ſhall make 
ſome Sport. ſor themſelves. Mrs. Ford anſwers his amo- 
rous Billet with a ſeeming Compliance, and appoints him 
to come to her Houſe between Ten and Eleven o'Clock 
the ſame Morning, her Huſband being to go abroad at 


that Hour. 

The old Debauchee rejoices in his imaginary good 
Succeſs, but having diſobliged two of his Companions, 
they in Revenge inform Mr. Ford of the Deſign he hu 
upon his Wife, who being naturally inelined to Jealouly 
reſolves to find out on what Encouragement : For this 
Purpoſe he diſguiſes himſelf, and getting the Innkeeper, 
where Falfiaff lodged, to introduce him to his Acquain- 
tance, by the Name of Brook, pretends to be in Love 
with Ford's Wife himſelf, and makes the Knight an Ob 
fer of what Money he ſhall demand, to bring him into 
her Company. Falflaff ſwallows the Bait greedily, pro 
miſes to do all he requeſts of him, and to prove that he 
nas a Power over her, ſhews him the Letter ſhe bas jul 
before ſent to him. * 

of 
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Ford applauds his own Ingenuity ia thus diſcovering 
the Falſhood of his Wife, and reſolves to expoſe her to 
the Ridicule of the Town, and then be divorced. At the 
appointed Hour Fal/flaf comes to Mrs, Ford; ſhe re- 
ceives him with a ſeeming Extacy ; byt before they can 
exchange many Words, Mrs. Page, as it was agreed on 
between them, comes haſtily in, and informs Mrs. Ford 
that Somebody has incenſed her Huſband with Jealouſy. 
and that he is juſt entering to ſearch for a Gallant, whom 
he is reſolved to murder, if found in the Houſe ; On this 
they thruſt him into a great Buck-Baſket with foul Cloaths, 
and order two of the Servants to carry the pretended 
Linen to a Laundreſs at Datchet Mead. | 
Mrs. Page, however, had ſpoke a greater Truth than 
ſhe imagined, for they had no ſooner pack'd up the 
Knight, but Mr. Ford, accompanied by her Huſband and 
ſeveral other Neighbours, came indeed to ſearch the 


Houſe; they met the Baſket carrying out, but being in- 


formed twas Linen, let it paſs. No Man being found, 
Ford begins to. grow aſhamed of his Jealouſy, aſks his 
Wife's Pardon, and invites the Company to come next 
Day to goa Birding with him, In the mean Time he 
goes again in the Name of Brook, to Sir John Falfiaff, 
who tells him the whole Story of the Buck-Baſket, with 
this Addition, that Mrs. Ford had made a ſecond Ap- 
pointment with ham, to come the next Morning ; which 
now convinces the jealous Haſband that his Wife is really 
falſe, and makes him reſolve to prove her fo. 

It was really Truth, that Mrs. Ford, and Mrs. Pager, 
willing to mortify him yet more, had ſent him ſuch a 
Summons; but before the Time of his Appointment ar- 
rived, Ford had inform'd Page of all he had heard from 
Falfaff; he told it to his Wife, and ſhe communicated 
it to her Friend, who was almoſt as much offended at her 
Huſband's cauſeleſs Jealouſy, as at the Knight's impudent 
Addreſſes, contrives to play them both a Trick. Fal- 
aF is no ſooner entered, than the Alarm is given of 
Mr. Ford's Return, who on that is obliged to conſent to 
be dreſt up like an old Woman of Braiaford, who uſed to 

come to ſee her Maid, and paſſed for a Fortune - teller: 

The Buck-Bakket is again prepared, and when Ford ap- 
Pears with all his Friends, in order to detect his 6 
| | er 


i 
| 
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her Guilt, the Servants, according to the Cue ſhe has gi. 
ven them, open the Door to carry it out; he commands 
them to ſet it down, and not doubting but the Knight is 
in it, plucks out all the Linen; finding himſelf diſap. 
pointed there, he goes into the Houſe, ſearches all the 
Rooms, and ſeeing the ſuppoſed old Woman, whom he 


bated, and took for a Bawd, beats Sir John unmercifully, 


and turns him out of Doors. All the Neighbours laugh 
at him, and reproach him for. his unjuſt Suſpicions ; and 


when his Wife thinks herſelf ſufficiently revenged by their 


- Perſecutions, ſhe lets him into the whole Secret, how 
Mrs. Page and . herſelf contrived theſe Stratagems to pu- 
niſh the Attempt made on their Virtue by that old Le. 
cher. Every one applauds their Conduct, and Ford is 
entirely cured of his jealous Humours, After this they 
all agree to plague Sir Jobn yet farther; Mrs. Ford, and 
Mrs. Page, are to Lure him to Windſor Foreſt at Mid- 
night, and the reſt of the Company are to be dreſt like 


Fairies, and pinch and torment him till he forſwears all 


Efforts againſt the Chaſtity of Women. The Contri. 
vance is no ſooner formed, than they go about the Execu- 
"tion of it; and the two Wives having played their Part, 
and Fal//aff accepted of the Invitation, they prepare for 
his Reception. 

All this Time Mrs. Page had been ſtrenuouſly labouring 


to get her Huſband's Conſent for their Daughter's Marri. 


age with Doctor Cajus, and he as earneſtly endeavouring 
to gain her Approbation of Sender; but neither of them 
being able to convince the other, both reſolve to take the 
Opportunity of this Midnight Ramble, to bring about 
- whatthey deſire: Arne is as well as the reſt to perſonate 
a Fairy, and to be dreſt in White for that End. Page, 
therefore bids Sender ſteal her privately away, and carry 


her to Eaton, where a Chaplain ſhould be ready to meet 


them. Mrs. Page makes her wear a green Habit, and 


by that, tells Doctor Cajus he may diſtinguith her, and 
lead her to the Deanery, where ſhe will appoint a Parſon 


to wait for them. Anne receives the different Commands 
'of both her Parents, and pretends a ready Obedience; 


but ſeeing that there is a Neceſſity for her to diſoblige one 


of them, ſhe thinks it beſt for to take this Opportunity of 


following her own Inclinations, and goes off with Mr. 


Fenton ; 


ä . 
Fenton; having dreſt up two Boys, one in White, and the 
other in Green, to deceive Slender and the Doctor. 

Sir Jobn Falſtaff, who by the merry Wives Advice, had 
diſguiſed himſelf like Herne the Hunter, a Spirit, ſuppo- 
ſed to walk in a certain part of the Foreſt, is trighted, al- 
moſt out of his Wits, by the ſeeming Fairies ;. who after 
their Fill of terrifying him, diſcover themſelves and taunt 
him with the moſt bitter Mockery. In the midſt of their 
Mirth, S/ender returns, lamenting that he has taken a 
great lubberly Boy for Arne Page: The Doctor imme 
diately follows with the ſame Complaint; and as they 
are amazed what is become of their Daughter, the ap- 
pears with Fenton, and both fall on their Knees, entreatin 

Bleſſing and Forgiveneſs, Neither Page or his Wife have 
any ill Nature in their Compoſition, and are eaſily 
brought to reconcile themſelves to what is without a Re- 
medy. | . | 
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Done from L' Avare of Molli ERE, 
By Mr. FeiLDinG. n 
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OVEGOLD, the Miſer, has a Son and a Daughter 
*— called Frederick and Harriet, the one is paſſionately in 
Love with Mariana, a beautiful Lady of a ſmall Fortune, 


and the other with Clermont, a Gentleman, who, for the - 
better Opportunity of addreſſing her, conceals his Rank, 


and hires . himſelf as Clerk to- her Father. As the Bro- 
ther and Siſter live in the utmoſt Harmony, neither con- 


ceal their Inclinations from each other, and join in Con- 


trivances how to deceive a Father, who would ſacrifice 


both them and all the World to his Avarice. Lapper, 
2 Cham- 


_ 
- 
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Chambermaid to Harriet, and Ramillie, Valet to Fred. 
rick, two of the moſt intriguing and artful. of thei; 
Function, are in the Secret, and aſſiſt their Principals in 
carrying on the Deſign. But an ugly Accident inter. 
venes, which is likely to ruin the Hopes of Fredericl. 
His Father, the Miſer, falls in Love with Mariana, and 
reſolves to marry her. Harriot having talked to 
her a little too freely concerning her Brother, ſhe reſolve 
to be revenged, and feigns to conſent to the old Gentle. 
man's Inclinations ;—on which her Mother and ſelf are 
invited to Supper, and the Wedding is to be ſolemnixed 
that very Night. Lappet, in order to prevent it, 
tells Lovegold a thouſand Stories concerning his intended 
Wife's Extravagance ; as they were talking Ramillic 
comes into the Room, and knowing that ſhe has formerly 
ſeem'd deſirous that this Match ſhould go forward, ima. 
ines ſhe is ſpeaking in the Praiſe of that Lady, ſo as 
Gon as ſhe goes out, he comes forward, and proteſts to 
Lowegold, that all ſhe has been ſaying to him concerning 
Mariana is utterly falſe, and beſeeches him for the Sake 
of his Peace and Happineſs, not to give the leaſt Credit 
to it. The Dotard is for ſome Time divided in his 
Mind, which of theſe two he ſhall believe, but the Paſſi- 
on he has for that young Beauty, makes him at laſt decide 
in Favour of the latter; and it being now too late for 
accompliſhing the Nuptials, he ſigns a Contract, by 
which he obliges himſelf to marry her on the Forfeit of 
ten thouſand Pounds; ſhe no ſooner has it in Poſſeſſion, 
than ſhe contrives to torment him, She comes to 
his Houſe the next Day, and orders a prodigious expenſive 
Entertainment to be provided; ſends for all man- 
ner of Tradeſmen ; beſpeaks the richeſt Silks the Mercer 
can furniſh her with; -—— the fineſt Jewels the Lapidary 
has, and acts like a Woman entirely out of her Senſes with 
Pride and Extravagancy. Lowegeld is ready to hang him- 
ſelf, and vows rather to do that, than make her his Wife; 
but then the Penalty of the ten thouſand Pounds ſeems 
worſe to him than either, and the Perplexity he is in, 
makes a very pleaſant Scene, Lappet, who is it 
the Secret of Mariana's Deſign, here ſhews her Dexte- 
rity, 
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rity, and by counterfeiting the utmoſt Concern for her 
old Maſter, by Degrees prevails on him to propoſe get- 
ting it off for eight thouſand, and ſeems to urge Mariana 
to abate the other two thouſand. — Mariana affects the 

reateſt Reluctance, but at laſt conſents, and he gives the 
Value in Bank Bills. 

This young Lady now diſcovers the Generoſity of her 
Nature, and at the ſame Time her Love for Frederick, 
which till this Moment ſhe has kept a Secret, both from 
him, and every one elſe ; ſhe puts the Bill immediately 
into his Hands, and in giving them to him, tells him all 
ſhe has done was to carry on a little Plot to puniſh Har- 
riot for the Liberty ſhe had taken with her, make a Trial 
of his Love and Conſtancy, and get ſome Money, which 
ſhe knew he wanted, out of his Father. — The 'Tran- 
ſport of Fredrick is equal to the Deſpair he has been 
lately in ; and the old Man finding himſelf thus circum- 
vented, breaks out into a ne 4 Mixture of Rage and 
Folly.— To add to his Mortification, Harriot, who has 
privately married Clerimont, comes in and declares it.— 
He talks of Law and Proſecutions, vows to ſwear a Rob- 
bery againſt them all, and runs off in a Paſſion; at which 
the Lovers give themſelves no Pain, as confident of their 
Innocence ; and thus ends a Play extremely diverting in 
its Repreſentation. 

There are beſides theſe material ones, ſeveral little In- 
cidents which contribute to the main Deſign, and have a 
Turn of Humour in them which heighten every Scene; 
ſuch as Lowegold's ni, hid three thouſand Pounds in his 
Garden, which his over Care ta conceal diſcovers. Ramil- 
lies Contrivance to ſteal it; Mariana's pretended 
Quarrel with Harriat, the affected Courtſhip between the 
Valet and Chambermaid, all which cannot well be de- 
ſcribed, but will always be applauded, when ſeen in their 
proper Colours on the Stage. 
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A TRAGEDY. 
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Wr the ſeveral Kingdoms which now compoſe 
the Monarchy of Spain, were each of them 
govern'd by a Prince of their own, they lived in almoſt 
a continual Variance. Valentia and Granada had that 
implacable Hatred for each other, that it was entailed 
from Father to Son, for many Generations, and become 
no leſs Hereditary than their Crowns. The Subjects of 
both cried aloud for Peace, but their Sovereigns, in- 
ſtigated by Ambition and Revenge, were deaf to all Com- 
plaints, till Auſelmo, King of Valentia, a Prince of a 
milder Diſpoſition than his Predeceſſors, was moved with 
the Calamities of Eis Country, and propoſed to put a 
Period to the War, by a Marriage between Alpbonſo, his 
only Son, and Almeria, fole Daughter of Manuel, King 

of Granada, and Heireſs of that Monarchy. 
But theſe Salutary Offers being rejected, the War was 
renew'd with greater Fury than ever. An/e/mo gain'd a 
very great Victory, and brought the Princeſs of Granada, 
Priſoner to his Palace: The Noble Treatment ſhe receiv- 
ed in the Valentian Court, and the excellent Qualities of 
Alphonſo, made ſo tender an Impreſſion on the Heart of 
this young Princeſs, that it could only be equal'd by the 
Paſſion her Beauty had inſpired in him. An/e/mo and his 
ueen beheld their mutual Affection with Pleaſure ; and 
repeated their Offers of Accomodation with Manuel, but 
that haughty Prince, burning with Revenge for his late 
Defeat, refuſed to give Auditnee to the Ambaſſadors; 
and having muſtered his whole Force, gave a ſecond Bat- 
tle to Anſelmo, in which he was ſo ſucceſsful as to put 
the Valentian Army entirely to the Rout; and purſuing 
his Victory, led his Troops even to the Palace Gates, 
which he cauſed immediately to be fired ſeeming not 3 

| reg 
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regard if his own Daughter periſhed in the Flames, = 
vided he deſtroyed An/e/mo and his Race at the e 
Time. 
The good old King had obliged his Queen, Son, and 
the Princeſs of Granada, to embark on board a Veſlel, 
that whatever ſhould happen to himſelf, they might eſ- 
cape the Rage of Conqueſt ; then ruſh'd forth at the 
Head of his remaining Troops, and combating an unequal 
Force, was taken Priſoner. | | 

The Manner in which the reſt of the Royal Family 
had quitted Valentia, being betrayed to Manuel, he ſent 
out Gallies in Purſuit of them. A/phon/o perceiving the 
Danger they were in, entreated the Princeſs would put it 
out of her Father's Power to ſeparate them, by marrying 
him that Moment; the Queen ſeconded his Petition, and 
Almeria, who truly loved him, conſented. The Cere- 
mony was ſcarce performed, when a violent Storm aroſe, ' 
and drove their Veſſel on the Coaſt of 4frick ; where, 
bulging againſt a Rock, it was daſh'd to Pieces. | | 
This Misfortune of the Valentian Ship inſtructed the 
Purſuers to avoid the Danger; and one of the Gallies 
was ſo fortunate as to come near enough the Wreck, for 
the Men on board her to ſave Almeria when ſhe was juſt 
ſinking. Alphonſo and a Noble Valentian, call'd Antonio, 
were thrown on the Shoar by the Force of the Waves; 
but the Queen and all the others periſh'd. | 

When Manuel had perfected the Conqueſt of Valentia. 
he returned home ſatiated with Revenge and Glory, and 
leading Captive his mortal Foe An/e/mo. His Daughter, 


thus miraculouſly preſerved, ſoon followed him, tho” 


with the moſt conſummate Grief for the ſuppoſed Loſs of 
her dear 4/phon/o ; and which afterwards receiveil as much 
Addition as it was capable of, by ſeeing her Father treat, 
with the utmoſt Inhumanity, a King, his equal, and who 

had behaved to her with ſo much Tenderneſs. N 
In the mean Time a Fate befel 4/phor/o, far different 
from the Imagination of either his Friends or Enemies. 
The Sands on which he was caſt, were in the Dominions 
of Albucacim, King of Morocco; whoſe Queen being 
then walking, attended by her Women and Eunuchs, was 
Witneſs of the Misfortune the Veſſel had ſuſtain'd, — 
law 
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ſaw the two Noble Wrecks thrown almoſt at her Feet. 
At firſt ſhe was induced only by the Compaſſion of her 
Nature to. order Means ſhould be applied for their Re. 
covery, but when the Endeavours of thoſe employed 
were ſucceſsful, and the Prince regain'd Breath enough 
to addreſs himſelf in Thanks to his generous Protectreſ;, 
ſhe was in a Moment poſſeſt of a Paſſion for him, which 
neither her Virtue, nor her Duty was ſtrong enough to 
repel. She made him be carried to the Palace, and paſs'd 
him on the King for O/myn, Prince of Fez, her Kinſman 
His Magnanimity of Deportment ſoon rendered him no 
leſs eſteem d by Aibucacim, than beloved by Zara his 
Queen; and he let not ſlip the Advantages the Sentiments 

of both afforded, to endeavour the Reſtoration of hiz 
Father: He prevailed with 4/butacim to invade Granada; 
but tho' they had a great Number of Troops, and he did 
Things which could be inſtigated by nothing but the 
Reaſons he had to defire Death or Conqueſt, | they were 
overcome by Manue/: Albacacim was ſlain in Battle, and 
himſelf, with Zara, and Antonio, and a great Number of 
Moors, made Priſoners, and carried in Triumph to Gra: 
nada, the Day ſucceeding that, in which tte good King 
of Valentia, having lingred many Months in a cruel Cap- 
tivity, had finiſh'd his Days and was interr . 
This diſtreisful Criſis the Poet has choſe for the Open- 
ing his Tragedy. Almeria mourning Aaſrimo, whoſe 
freſh Loſs reminds her of that more terrible one, ſhe 
imagines ſhe has ſuſtained in the Dearh of A/phonſo : A. 
honſo, concealed under the Name of O/zyn, lamenting 
h his Parents, the ſuppoſed Death of his dear Almeria, 
his enſlaved Country, his own Chains, and the Diſap- 
pointment of his hoped Revenge : Zara, a Princeſs of 
great Virtues, tho too violent in her Paſſions, reduced from 
Sovereignty to Bondage; and deſpairing that all ſhe has 
done and ſuffer'd for Oma will ever be ſufficient to warm 
' him into that Tenderneſs for which ſhe Ianguiſhes. The 
chief Characters being thus diſpoſed give an ample Field 
for the beautiful Incidents, with which the Play abounds. 
To add to the Calamity of Almeria, her Father injoim 
her to marry Garcia, Son of Gon/alrz, the Prime Mini - 
ſter; but ſhe reſolves rather to make Choice of the 
| | Grave, 
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Grave, and tates a ſolemn Vow never to wed again; 
after which ſhe goes to An/e/mo's Tomb, intending there 

to repeat it. | 
Manuel having been charm'd with the Beauty of, his 
fair Captive Zara, releaſes her and all her Train from 
their Bonds; O/myn (that is A/phon/o) being among the 
Number, employs the firſt Moments of his Freedom in 
Viſiting his Father's Remains 4 being enter'd the Monu- 
ment he throws himſelf upon the Leaden Coffin, to pay 
there thoſe filial Duties his Misfortunes had deprived him 
of when living. Scarce had he began his pious Rites, 
when Almeria, believing ſhe ſpoke only to inanimate 
Stones, repeats his Name with ſuch an Emphaſis that he 
is alarm'd, ſtarts from the Tomb, ruſhes forth, and gives 
and receives a mutual Surprize : He ſees Almeria, ſhe ſees 
him, and each beholding in the other the dear Perſon ſo 
long and with ſo much ſeeming Reaſon believed dead, was 
too great, and too ſudden a Turn of Fate for Senſe or 
Nature to ſuſtain ; and they are finking in each others 
Arms, when Antonio, free'd alſo under the Name of Heh, 
comes to their Relief, cho' little leſs amazed than 4/pbrn/b 
had been, to find Almeria living. Aipbon/o feels an Ag» 
gravation of Aſtoniſhment to ſee his Friend, whom he 
imagined ſlain in the late Battle. But the firſt Emotions 
ſuch ſurpriſing Events occaſioned being a little over, and 
the Means of their ſeveral Preſervations made known, all 
their late Agonies of Mind are now converted into the 
molt perfect Joy the Circumſtances of their Affairs would 
permit. Almeria is obliged to retire on the Approach of 
Zara, who hearing where the ſuppoſed Oſms was retired, 
comes in Search of him. She upbraids him with what 
ſhe has done for him, and bis Want of Gratitude ; the 
Coolneſs of his Replies incenſes her ſo far as to make her 
accuſe him to the King of haying preſumed to addreſs her 
on the Score of Love ; on which the impatient Manuel 
commands he ſhall be confined in the Dungeon where 
Anſelmo died. . wel 
Zara ſoon after repenting of her Injuſtice ſollicits the 
"ag to releaſe him, and having obtained the Royal Sig- 
net for that Purpoſe, comes in Perſon to the Priſon, 
where Almeria has juſt before enter'd ; the Sight of that 
Princeſs, and the Confuſion ſhe obſerves in W 
| aces, 
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Faces, fires her afreſh with Jealouſy and Rage, ſhe im. 


mediately changes the Purpoſe of her coming, and inſtead ' 


of giving Oſayn Liberty, orders he ſhall be more cloſely 
confined, and no Perſon whatever ſuffered to have any 
Communication with him. | 
While theſe Things were tranſacting, Antonio had en. 
tered into a League with ſome powerful Malecontents, 
to whom he declared that A/phon/o was ſtill living; and 
every Thing being prepared for their Flight, they left 
Granada, and were now raiſing an Army in Valentia. 
Intelligence of all this is brought to Manuel, and as O/myn 
is known to be the Friend of Hely, he is ſuppoſed to have 
a Hand in the Conſpiracy : Which Suggeſtion is confirm- 
ed by Zara, who has no other Pretence but that of his 
being a Traitor, to cover the ſudden Change of her Hu- 
mour ; and on this Manuel ſigns an Order for his Death. 
But Zara now experiences that Love is the ſtrongeſt of 
all Paſſions. All her Revenge for neglected Beauty, ſub- 
ſides as ſoon as ſhe is inform'd of tuis Sentence; ſhe 
thinks no more of any Thing but how to avert it, and 
by the Aſſiſtance of her faithful Eunuch Slim, contrives 


the following Stratagem. She tells the King that ſhe has | 


received Information that his Guards are corrupted, that 
ſome among them are reſolved to reſcue O/myn at the 
Place of Death, and adviſes that Execution may be done 
in Private by her Mutes. The King conſents, and Orders 
are given that none bat ſuch as are ſent by Zara ſhall have 
Admittance to the Priſoner. By this Means ſhe hopes, 
when Night ſhall favour her Defign, to ſet him free. 
News arriving that Alpbonſo had been ſaved on the Coaſt 


1 . of Africk, ſhe no longer doubts if O/zyn and Alphonſo 


are the ſame, therefore reſolves to be as ſpeedy as pol- 
| ible in releaſing him, well knowing the King, when 
_ appriſed of this Secret, would not ſuffer him to live an 


Hour. 
The dreadful News of O 


n "Condemnation being 
brought Almeria, ſhe throws herſelf at her Father's Feet, 
conjuring him to ſpare his Life, calling him 4/phon/e, 
and her Huſband. The King not comprehending her 
Meaning, thinks her diſordered in her Senſes, and leaves 
the Room; but Genſalex, who is preſent, being reproach- 
ed by her'as the Perſon who has diſcovered * 

et 
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Secret is unwarily betrayed to him. Things being come 
to this Extremity, the artful Stateſman forbears to ac- 
quaint the King, fearing he might in Compaſſion to his 
Daughter's Deſpair, be brought to pardon Alpbenſo, and 
by that Means Garcia would loſe all Hopes of Almeria 
and the Crown. Prompted by his Ambition he reſolves 
to murder Alphonſo privately, before it could be divulg'd 
to the King that he was any other than O/zzyz : To this 
End he orders Alonzo, a Creature of his to procure him 
the Habit of one of Zara's Mutes, none other being per- 
mitted to ſee him, | 
Zara ſends a Letter to Alphonſo by a Mute, telling 
him ſhe is now acquainted with the Secret of his Birth, 
but that he may depend on her for his Freedom that very 
Night : The King attended by Alonzo meets this Mute, 
who diſcovering a Guilt in his Countenance, and an En- 
deavour to conceal ſomething, Manuel commands Alonzo 
to force him to a Diſcovery of his Errand : Alonzo fol- 
lows him, and ſoon returns with the Letter which the 
poor Mute had yielded with his Life. The Letter he. 
pive the King, and having ſtripp'd the Body carries the 
abit to Gon/alez. | 
The whole Myſtery, not only of Oſnyn's Quality, but 
Zara's Inclination and Deſign being now unravell'd to 
Manuel, raiſes in his Soul a perfect Tempeſt of Rage and 
Indignation; he raves, curſes, and ſtrikes. Perez the 
the Captain of his Guards; but afterwards bids him go 
that Moment and put an End to the Life of 4/pbonſo, and 
afterwards ſend his Habit to him, Perez promiſes Obe- 
dience, but in Revenge of the Blow, ſets free Alphonſo ; 
and, to favour his Eſcape, carries the Robe and Turbant 
he wore as O/myn, to the King, as an Aſſurance his De- 
fires were fulfilled. | 
Manuel, now thinking to detect and upbraid Zara, 
when ſhe ſhould come to ſet 4/phon/e free, diſguiſes him- 
ſelf in the Habit of O/myn, and takes his Place in the 
Dungeon, waiting the Approach of that Princeſs ; at the 
ſame Time, Gon/alez attired like a Mute, comes to the 
Priſon, and deceived by the Dreſs, plunges his Sword in- 
to his Royal Maſter's Breſe. 
Alphonſo, having now joined Antonio, and the Army 
levied in his Name, enters Granada, and is * 
88801 ng 


' 


[ 142 ] 

King of Yalentia by the Soldiers as he — Garcia, 
hearing the Alarm, ſeeks haftily for the King, but neither 
his Majeſty nor Gon/alez being in the Palace Alonso 
conducts him to the Dungeon where he knew the Latter 
was gone. On their acquainting him with the Approach 
of 4/phonſo, and his endeavouring to convince them of the 
contrary by aſſuring them that he had that Moment lain 
him with his own d, Garcia runs into the inner Part 
of the Priſon, where examining the Body he finds it to 
be the King's. In this Exigence Alonxs cuts off the Head, 
and hides it, to prevent the Soldiers being diſheartned at 
this horrid Accident, and they all go to oppoſe the Enemy, 
Zara, inthe mean Time, perceiving her Mute did not 
return, imagined ſhe was betrayed ; and if ſo, it would 
be impoſſible to ſave A4/phonſo ; ſhe therefore reſolves to 
die with him, and comes to the Dungeon for that End, 
attended by two Mutes, each bearing a Bowl of Poyſon; 
and finding the Body, miſtakes it for Alpbonſo, and drinks 
the Poiſon. | N 

Almeria haſtens to take a laſt Farewell of her dear 
Lord ; and deceived, as Zara had been, is going to drink 
off the other Bowl, when Alpbonſo, Antonio, and their 
Party enter victorious with Garcia Priſoners - 

\ Gonſalez and Alonxo are lain in Battle, confefling with 
their laſt Breaths the Motives which drew on this ſad 
Cataſtrophe. Yalentia and Granada were from this 
Time united ; and thus ends the Play. 
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| Joa. the Wife of Laius King of Thebes, having 


brought into the World a Prince, the Oracles were 


immediately conſulted, according to the Cuſtom of D 
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Days, who all agreed in this dreadful Anſwer, That the 
Royal Infant was fated to kill bis Father, and enjoy his 
Mother. On which the troubled Parents reſolved to put 


him out of the World before he ſhould be in a Condition 


to fulfil ſuch a Prediction: Phorbas, Maſter of the rural. 
Sports was appointed for the Executioner, and to that 
Purpoſe the Queen delivered to his Hands the ill flarr'd 
Babe. y 99, | | 

Phorbas, being a Man of a gentle and compaſſionate 
Nature, undertook: this Office with Reluctance; but not 
daring to diſobey, he carried the Prince to Mount Citbæ- 
ron, where as often as he attempted to perform the cruel 
Deed, the innocent Smiles of the ſweet Victim ſtopp'd 
his Hand: While he was labouring under this Conflict 
between Pity and Obedience, AZgeon a Corinthian Lord, 
with whom he had been long acquainted, happened to 
paſs that Way: Pborbas looked on him as ſent by Hea · 
ven for the Preſervation of this Prince, and weeping 
begg'd he would receive that Child, and breed him up 
without defiring to be informed any . Thing concerning 
him. geen grants his Requeſt ; and Phorbas, on bis 
Return to the Queen, aſiures her that, not being able to 
pos his Dagger in the Offspring of his Maſter, be has 
eft him expoſed on Mount Citbæren in ſuch a Manner as 
his tender Age could not ſupport many Minutes. J- 
cafta is ſatisfied with this, and the Affair is no more 
thought on at Thebes. 


Polibus at that Time reigned in Corinth, and being , 


Childleſs, and, by Reaſon of his Age, without the Hopes 
of Iſſue, Ægeon preſented to him this Prince, adviſing 
him to adopt and educate him as his own. The King 
approved of what he ſaid, and giving him the Name of 
OEipus proclaimed him for bis Son and Heir of his Do- 
minions : Few there were that knew any Thing to the 
contrary, and thoſe who did, mentioning it only in Whi/- 
pers, the young OEdipus was far from ſuſpecting he had 
any other Parents, than the Royal Polibus and Merope, 
tillat a Wedding · Feaſt, ſome Wordsarifing between him 
and a youug Nobleman, he told him he was a Foundling, 
not the King's Son; This ſtuck ſo deeply on the Prince's 
Mind, that tho' the other was afterwards obliged to re» 
tract his Words, and aſk Pardon by the King's — 
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— 


[ 144 ] 


he could not reſt without a greater Certainty of his Birth; 
to obtain which he went to the Oracle at Delphos; and 
was.commanded to enquire no farther, for twas his Fate 
to hill bis Father, and pollute his Bed. To avert this 
Doom, he reſolved to return no more to Corinth, but 
wander in diſtant Realms till he ſhould hear that Polly, 
and Merope, were both laid in Earth. Some Years he 
= in various Courts, and no Prince excelling him in 
alour, Wiſdom, Temperance, Magnanimity, and every 
Kingly Virtue, wherever he went, a general Love and 
Admiration followed him. On his Travels, it was his 
ill Fortune to meet Laius, who, with a ſmall Retinue, 
was taking the Air on the Frontiers of Thebes, ſome Dif. 
pute ariſing about giving Way, it came to Blows, and 
OEdipus, without ſuſpecting him for the King of that 
Country, ſlew him, as his Attendants did all his Followers, 
except one, who was that very Phorbas, to whom the 
Prince owed his Preſervation, and who on his Knees 
beg'd Mercy; OFaipus, gave it, and poſted on without 
thinking farther- on what had happened. and little ſup- 
poſing how fatally one Part of the Oracle, he ſo induſt- 
riouſly avoided, had been fulfilled.  _ 
After the Death of Laius, a Monſter, call'd the Sphinx, 
appeared in Thebes, laying Half the Country Waſte; 
OEzipus no ſooner heard of it, than prompted by his high 
Courage 
Monſter and redeem'd the Land, 
The Thebans thought they could never ſufficiently re- 
eompence their Deliverer, they offered him their Queen 
and Kingdom; and the Beauty of Jocaſta made him rea- 
dily accept the one, that he might enjoy the other. The 
Nuptials and Corenation were in a ſhort Time ſolemniz- 
on and he was in Poſſeſſion of his Father's Throne and 
He now hoped the Oracle was averted, and expected 
to live quietly, in a Place where he could be in no Dan- 
ger, either of Paricide or Inceſt ; but Heaven would not 
uffer this guilty and unguilty Prince to take any true Re- 
poſe ; a fearful Plague fell upon Man and Beaſt, and that 
once populous Town became a perfect Deſart: Adraſſus, 
Prince of Argos, with a great Army invaded his Terri- 
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tories, and home-bred Factions diſturbed the Quiet of his 
Subjects, and every Day alienated their Affedions from 
him. Yet did not all theſe Troubles prevent him from play- 
ing the Part of a moſt excellent King ; he ſtrove, by the 
beſt of Laws, to reftrain the Violence of the Headſtrong, 
and to win them into Duty, by an eaſy, affable and ob- 
liging Behaviour; and rallying as many Troops as the 
terrible Diſeaſe would permit, went in Perſon at the Head 
of them, to oppoſe the Argyans: His Enterprize was 
ſacceſsful, he overcame them with little loſs on his Side, 
and brought Aaraſtus Priſoner of War to Thebes. | 

But while he was thus gloriouſly employed abread, 
Creon, the Brother of Jocafia, was labouring to ruin him 
at home: This Prince was ſubtil, bloody, and ambitious: 
He had been betrothed to Eurydice, Daughter of Laius, 
in her Nonage, and there ſeemed nothing wanting to ob. 
tain her, and by that Means the Crown, but the Death 
or Depoſing of Ozdipus'z. all Manner of Artifices were 
therefore practiſed by him and his Inſtruments, to per- 
ſuade the People to revolt; and he was pretty near accom- 
plihing his Deſire, when the Return of Ozdipus with 
Victory converted all their late Repinings into Acclama- 
tions of Joy. | | | 

On which Creon diſſembles his Reſentment till a more 
ht Opportunity, ſeems to turn with the Tide, and is one 
of the foremoſt in Congratulating the Man he hates. 
With this Incident the Play begins, and the Diſcourſes 
held thereon, letting us into great Part of the foregoing 
Hiſtory, admirably prepare our Attention for what is to 
come. 3 20 | 

Oedipus triumphs as a Conqueror, but as a King feels 
al the Calamities of his People: He finds himſelf de- 
prived of his beſt Friends, -and Thebes of her maſt worthy 
Citizens, and thoſe that remain, in the Anguiſh of their 
Souls imploring that Help from him which Heaven alone 
can give. Willing to do every Thing in his Power, he 
ſends to conſult the De/phick Oracle; which anſwers, 
That the Plague now reigning ſhall not ceaſe till the Blood 
of Laius is fully expiated. As this cannot be done with- 
out diſcovering the Murderer. Tireſſas the Prophet, in- 
Yokes the Deity he adores, to reveal to him the dreadful 
Secret; which being granted, he declares, The Perſon 
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who took the Life of Laius, is the next of his Blood. 
On hearing this, Creon in Malice to Eurydzer, for her 


nt of him, and Love for - Adraftus, accuſes her 
de of the Paracide in Conjunttion:wirhthatiPrince, 


vnra 
Acco 
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: | ' 2 ther; 

d endeavoars to prove it by the Prophet 's: Words. a5 
— is the next of Piood to Laius. : The. Lovers.avſwer <7 
this crael Aſſertion, with a Courage becoming of their! Tir 
Innocence ; but OZdipus, Jacaſta, and the whole Court, 440 
ſtand amazed, and knew not what to think: The Fopu- "= 
lace ery out for immediate Execution on them, hoping wy 
the Plague would then ceaſe 3 and all is in Tumult ad ank 
Confuſion, till Tirrſfas aſſures them, that che God with. of Lat 
in him reptoyes the Sentence, and promiſes to raiſe the brough 
GhoſR of Laiul for a further! nation bf this Matter: ot To 
On this they'grew-more calm, and Eurydice and of- * 
tus are committed to the Prophet's Care, who- places who th 
them in the Temple, under a Guard:of Prieſts, while he a 
prepares ſit Sacrifice ſor idle Infernal Powers, in order m 47 
oblige 'theni'to-unfold the MyRevp| \ 1) 4 n 
Fis now Midnight, and ali:the Horrors Which Nature, — 
when moſt diſturbed, — on beyond her Power can the Peo 
inflict, dfira@' the: Minds of4he'-anhappy'Fhebans; Gl. BY: 5 
gantick Images appear in the Air ; the Sky ſeems ul * 
o' er Biood; Comets of enormobs Ste ſcatter whole tion « 
Sheets of Firé; the Crack of burſting: Clouds, accom- Wh. p ala 
panied by the Groahs. of 'Ghoſts,' amaze und terrify ths is the 
waking Senfes ; while portentous Viſions menace the atting | 
Sleeper with ſome dire RVe nn. ia kin 
Vet even this Night, when all rhe. Elements are n Ned of 
Confuſion, as if the End of Nature were approaching, II tas 
does Creon enter by a ſecret Paſſage the hallowed Dome, Wh... AAic 
where Eurydice and Adrafius are confined'; and reſcluitt Wi cr 
to ſatisfy his Revenge and Love, by murdering the on, fester. 
end raviſhing the other, has jaſt attack'd the Prince, [ame 
when-Hemon, Captain of the Guards, comes unexpected Bp. . 3, 
to his Relief, and obliges Cyeon to quit the Place. won, 1 
The Infernal Ceremonies ended, and the Ghoſt of WW... * 
Laias, by Tireſus's Power, compelled to appear ; de In comm. 
1 We R 9 25 N unrave!s at Poly 
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WW 
5 anravel's the Enigma of OEAuαν,¹T,.Z Birth, and the fatal 
TW accompliſhment of the Oracle, which had pronounc'd 
* him the Murderer of his Father, and Polluter of. his Mo-. 
ther ; but none being preſent but Eurydice, Adraftus, and 
the Brotherhood of Prieſts, OEdipus will not believe him 
ſelf the guilty Perſon ; and inſtigated by Creon, accuſes 
Tirefas of being ſuborned by the Priſoners, on which, 
Adraftus is taken from his Cuſtody and confined in a 
Dungeon. Sa | | 
O Edius, however, continues ſtrangely diſquieted, he, 
thinks it utterly impoſſible that himſelf was the Murderer 
of Lain, yet cannot he, in his cooler Moments, be 
brought to believe Adraſtus guilty : At laſt remember-, 
ing to have heard one of the Train that attended, 
Lain when he fell, remained alive, he orders that Man, 
who they told him was called Phorbas, to be ſearched, 
put, and brought to Court, hoping he might be able to- 
vive ſome Deſcription of the Perſon or Perſons who at. 
uck d the King. Creon, in the mean Timo taking Ad- 


| rantage of theſe Diſtractions, ſend his Creatures among 
21 the People, to ioform them, That the Prophet and the 
- 1 Gods had pointed out O Edipus as the deſtroyer of their 


King, and Author of all their Woes ; on which an Inſur- 
eclion enſues, and the tumultuous Croud preſſed even to 
be Palace, crying, down with OEdipus. Adreflus hear - 
ng the Alarm, found Means to eſcape from Priſon, and 
utting himſelf by the Side of. OZdipus, vowed-to-die- 
ich him, or quell the Rebels. But there was little. 
ed of his Aſſiſtance ; OEdipus no ſooner ſhewed him- 
{ than they all fled or yielded ; but the Generoſity of 
bis Action more than ever convincing him of the In- 
ence of Aaraſtus, ſerved to render his Perplexities Kill 
R * 855 a 
Immediately after arrives Ægeon, Ambaſſador from 
rinth, to entreat OEdipus to take Poſſeſſion of that 
town, King Polybus being dead; but this Prince refuſes 
accept it, or ever to return while Merepe is living: 
ja communicating his Reaſons, Agron acquaints him, 
at Polybus was not his Father, nor Merope his Mother, 
it that he received him from the Hands of Phorbas. 
orbas being now brought to Court, is confronted with | 
a, and the whole dreadful Trauth revealed, not only 
RY H 2 . that 
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that he was the Son of Lain, and Jocaſſa, but alſo, that 
he flew his Father. On the fatal Conviction OE dipuy of. 
fers to fall on his Sword, but is with-held by Adrafzs and 
the reſt; after which in Extremity of Deſpair, he placks 
out both his Eyes, and being kept from all other Mean, 
of Death, threw himſelf from. the Battlements of the 


Palace. Jocofte ran diſtracted, and having killed de 8 
Children ſhe had by OEAipur. ſtab'd herſelf with may S, 
Wounds, of which fhe expired. Chai 

| Eurydice and Aaraſtus deſigning to depart for Argos, ate Baſin 
met by Creon and his Party, who taking the Princeſs Priſo. of o 
ner, threatens to plunge his Dagger in her Breaſtif Adraſu * 
does not refign his Sword; his Fears for her oblige hin W Sten. 
to Compliance with the Villain's Demand, and is killed the | 
by him, as alſo Errydice in the Struggle: Adraſtus, to _ 


revenge her, ſtabs Creon with a Dagger he had concealed, 
and with their Deaths ends the Buſineſs of this celebrated who 
Tragedy. f c and 
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The OLD BATCHELOR: ff * 
A COMEDY. ” —b 


By Mr. Conorevs © = 

* * 8 15 OY . ; * ö 
THERE is ſuch a prodigious Variety of Characen i but! 
in this Play, as indeed in all the Comedies of tis Won 
ſame Author, chat it is highly neceſſary for the unde. Mig 


ſtanding the Plot, to give the Reader ſome Idea of cad ſuppe 
Perſon of the Drama diſtinctly, before I proceed to ts 2 
Buſineſs tranſacted by them. | | rous 
Heartwell, the Old Batchelor, who gives Title to tif the 4 
Piece, is a ſurly Fellow, pretends to flight all Wome Hear 
but is ſecretly in Love with a young Girl without einen it 
Fortune or Reputation, | in it 
' Fondlewife, the Banker, is ridiculouſly fond and ja 5:1; 
lous of his Wife, yer eaſily impoſed upon, and render draw 
the Dupe of her Intrigues. | proc, 


 Bel/zzour is a Man of Pleaſure, in Loyg with Belk 


| « 4 
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for a Wife, and with every handſome Woman in Town 
for a Miſtreſs. \ 7 

Painleve is his Friend, and in Love with Araminta, 
but ſo very capricious in his Temper, that he makes his 
Addreſſes to her without even wiſhing to ſucceed, and is 
ready to fly off whenever ſhe ſeems the leaſt condeſcend- 
ing to his Suit, Gas | 

Sharper is a Man of Wit, and an intimate with every 
Character of the Play; but ſeeming to have no Sort of 
Buſineſs of his own, diverts himſelf with forwarding that 
of other Peoples, | 

Setter, a Servant to Vainlove, is a Fellow of a prodi- 
gious deal of Cunning and Intrigue, and carries on all 
the Deſigns, as well of Bellmour, as thoſe of his Maſter.- 
— Sir 7oſeph Wittol is a Fool of an Eſtate, and à 
very great Coward : He maintains a Bully of the Town, 
who calls himſelf Captain Bluff, to ſwagger for him, 
and defend him from all Inſults, though he has in effeft 
no more Courage than himſelf, and by an impudent Pre- 
tenſion to it frequently gets kick'd. | 

Belinda and Araminta are Couſins, and Women of 
Fortune and Reputation : The one loves gur, but is 
too affected to own it, either to himſelf or any one elſe”; 
and the other has no leſs an Affection for Vainlove, but 
knowing the Oddneſs of his Humour, durit not acknow- 
ledge the leaſt Kindneſs for him, through the Fear of 
diminiſhing his Paſſion, TR 

Silvia is a young Creature who has been debauch'd 
by Yainlove, and was afterward the Miſtreſs of B. mur, 
but being forſaken by them both, ſets up for a modeſt 
Woman, and wiſhes nothing more than to repair her paſt 
Miſtakes by Marriage with any one who has a Fortune to 
ſupport her. | | 
Letitia, the Banker's Wife, is young, gay, and amo- 
rous, deſpiſes her old Huſband, and readily encourages 
hs Addrefles of every handſome Man that offers her his 
Heart. n 
It cannot be ſaid that this Play has a great deal of Plot 
in it: What there is, is conducted by Sharper and Setter; 
Silvia is directed by the one how to behave in order to 
draw Hearteuell into a Marriage with her, and the other 
procures the Habit of a fanatick Parſon, in order to in- 
| H 3 troduce 
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troduce Bellmour to Letitia inſtead of Yajnlove, whom ſhe 
has appointed to come to her in that Diſguiſe. | 

As to the former Deſign Silvia acts the Part of Inno: 
'cence and Simplicity ſo much to the Life, and counter, 
feits ſuch an obſtinate and natural Deteſtation of yielding 
up her Virtue on any terms, that Heartæwell is deceived 
by it, and converts the Intention he had of debauching 
her into that of making her bis Wife, Bellmour, Vain- 
love, and Sharper, who are all his Friends, finding this 
out, reſolve not to ſuffer him to render himſelf ſo eter- 
nally miſerable as they knew he muſt be, on a Diſcovery 
of what Si/via had been, if he were once really married 
to her.——Yet willing to terrify him, and have an Op- 
portunity of rallying him, in their pleaſant, Manner, 
Bellmour dreſſes himſclf like a Paiſen, and is brought in 
by Lucy, Servant to Silvia, who was ordered to procure 
one, while the Old Batchelor himſelf went to take out 
a Licenſe, After this Ceremony is over, they all teaze 
Heartauell, every one in their Turns, betraying ſome- 
what to him of bis ſuppoſed Bride : He imagining him- 
ſelf lawfully married to her, is ready to run diſtracted, 
and it is nod till he has been guilty of ſuch Extravagancies, 
that they apprehend the Lok of his Senſes in good Ear- 
'neſt, that they let him know the Service they have dong 
him, by preventing him to fall into a Precipice he wa 
juſt upon the Brink of ——To make Silvia Amends, 
bowerer, for her Diſappoinment, Sharper gets her mar- 
ried to Sir Jeſeph Mittol, as Araminta ; whom Setter has 
told him is ſecretly in love with him.——B#/4f,, the Bully 
Captain, hearing Sir Jeſepb is about gaining: her, brides 
Setter to let him marry her in his Patron's Stead. 
Setter embraces the Opportunity of putting a Trick 
upon both, and contrives it ſo, that S, is coupled 
to the Knight, and Lucy her Maid to the mock Officer, 
; The Pretence that is made to each of them for the 
ſuppoſed Araminta being married in a Maſk, is that Vais- 
lewe, who every one knows is that Lady's Lover, would 
do fome deſperate Action, if any Accident ſhould diſcover 
10 him ſhe was about to give herſelf to any other. 
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s for the ſecond Intrigue, Letitia is very much ſur- 


tired when: ſhe finds Bellmann inſtead of Vainlove, 
and thinks the latter has expoſed her, as indeed he bas, 
but Bellnour exciiſes! his Friend, by proteſting 40 her, 
that hapgeniog to be - at-Yainiowe's Lodging, Who was 
abroad when her Letter came, he had the Boldneſy to 
open it, and the Paſſion he long had for her, made him 
take the Advantage of this. Opportunity, as he knew 
not how to gain any other, of throwing himſelf at her 
Feet. Whether Letitia believed this or not, ſhe was 
pleaſed with the Perſon and Addreſs of her new Lover, 
and would not loſe the Satit faction of being entertained 
by him who was pre/ent, for the ſake of him that was 
abſent. 22 a 
While they were toͤgeiber, Foruleaui fe, unexpectedly 
came home, on which the hurried Be/[zwur into the Bed- 
chamber ;; the: Huſband having ſome Buſineſs to go in 
there, ſhe tells him Mr. Tribulation Sjintext, their 
Preacher, was taken very ill of the Cholick, and obliged 
to lie .down, which he believes, and*bids her get ſome 
Cordial to comfort the good Man ; but this charitable 
Diſpoſition in him is ſoon overcome by a Paſſion of 'a 
different Nature. Bellnour, in haſtily muffling himſelf 
up in his Cloak, has dropt a little Book out of his 
Pocket, which Fordlewife taking up, finds it a Novel, 
entitled The innocent Adultery, inſtead of a Manual of 
Devotion, as he might have expected le now flics 
into a Rage, has no Room to doubt but that he is im- 
ipoſed upon; and goes into the Chamber, and pulls Be//- 
aun off {the Bed. On his beginning to ręproach him, 
the other very impudently confeſſes he came to. cuckold 
chim, and had made uſe of the Fanatick Habit ſor that 
Purpoſe ; but clears Eeritie of all knowledge of bis Iu- 
tent or Perſdn. She on the other Hand ayows her In- 
mooence;+throws her Arms about her Huſband's, Neck, 
land. puts in / praftice every Wheedling Art, till che old 
Man is patfectly convinced of her Virtue ; nor do we 
find hea ever undaceiyed. 0d ow: Io id n 
At the End of the Play, however, we ' ſee Sir Fe/ep5 
Witol and Captain Bluff,,mage ſenſible. of the 1. - 
tion put upon them, to the great Diverſion. of the Gen- 
Uemen who were the Contrivers of it. Bellnour 
$51 H 4 — and 
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his little Family, which conſiſted only (for he was then 
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and Belinda agree on Marriage, as does alſo Pais. 


love and Araminta, but Heartwell reſolves to remain x 
Batchelor to the End of his Life. 

The Diction of this Play, and the Wit which is every 
where ſprinkled through it, as well as the Juſtneſs of 
the Characters, render it very deſervedly accounted one 
of our firſt Rate Plays, and favoured with numerous Au- 
diences ſeveral Nights in every ſeaſon, | 


'O R P H A N; 
OR THE 


Unnareey MARRIAGRk. 
CC TRAQOTDY. 


By Mr. OTWAY.- 
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CASTO, a Gentleman of a conſiderable Family in 
Bohemia, having ſignalized himſelf in his Youth 

by many important Services, both in the Field and Ca- 
binet, received all the Honours due to ſuch exalted 
Merit, or that a wiſe and grateful Government could 
beſtow ; till growing pretty far advanc'd in Years, and 


new Perſons coming into the Adminiſtration of Publick 


Affairs, he was rejected in a Suit for the Sake of a Perſon 
no way worthy to have enter'd into a Competition with 
him, This Affront making him ſee the Inftability of 


Courts, he quitted the great World, and retired to a 


Manſion he had in the Country, taking with him all 


a Widower) of two Sons, one Daughter, and a young 
Orphan Maid, whoſe Father having been the moſt intimate 
of his Friends, he dying, had bequeath'd to his Care; 
whom the good Acafio educated with the ſame Care 
ard Tenderneſs as his own, When Monimia, for — 
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and receiving a ſoft Impreflion, Caſalis and Polydores: 
the Sons of Acaſio, became equally enamour'd with 
her: They were both Gentlemen of uncommon Accam . 
pliſhments ; but there was a kind of an Audacity in the 
Behaviour of Polydore, which made her Virtue ſhrink at 
his Approach, while ſhe liſtened with Pleaſure to the 
humble and reſpectful Paſſion of Cafalio, till her whole 
Soul became devoted to him, and ſhe not lived bur in his 
Preſence. | | ee] 939 855 

In this Situation has our Author diſpoſed his Charac- 
ters, and the eaſy and natural Manner in which he makes 
them diſcover their Sentiments at the Beginning of the 
Play, ſerves very much to Intereſt an Audience for the 
Cataſtrophe. guar ti! 

Never was there a more perfect Friendſhip than be- 
tween the two Sons of Acaflo ; Caftalio exerciſed no 
Right of Elderſhip over Po{ydore, and Polydore regretted 
not being the laſt born, ſince it was Cafalio had the 
Advantage : From their Infancy they had communicated 
their Wiſhes, nay, their. very Thoughts to each other 3 
and when unhappily they commenc'd Rivals for Moni- 
mia's Love, neither of them attempted te make a Secret 
of it to his Brother : They lamented that the Parity of 
their Sentiments ſhould make them deſirous of a Bleſſing, 
which neither could poſſeſs without giving Pain to the 
other; but reſolved, that which ever ſhduld be happy 
enough to obtain her, it ſhould make no Diſunion be- 
tween them. In this Manner did they live, till Meni mia 
having confeſt an Affection for Cafalio, he feared to 
wound his Brother with Intelligence ſo unwelcome, and 
from that Time began to be more reſerved in ſpeaking 
of her. Polydore obſerves this Change in his Behaviour, 
and preſſes him to reveal, if his Love for Monimia, would 


ſway him ſo far as to marry her: Caſlalio is alittle la 
led at the Queſtion: He has that very Morning obtained 
her Confent, and his Father's Chaplain is won upq to join 


their Hands ; the Fears that Po/ydore will betray him to 
his Father, makes him deny this, Truth; and to con- 
vince his Brother, vows he, never had a Thought of be- 
coming her Huſband, Pohdore ſeems ſatisfied, but being 
informed by a Page that waits on Moximia, that there 
4 1 . 5 71 5 
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he was call'd, arriv'd at thoſe Years capable of giving : 
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is a more than ordinary Tenderneſs between them, be 
thinks Ca/talio has uſed him ill, in concealing the Pro- 
85 of his Affection from him, and that he is now at 

iberty to circumvent him if poſſible. 
The Marriage Ceremony over, Polydart over-heary 
Monimia make an Appointment with Caffalio, to come 
to her Chamber at Midnight, and a Signal being agreed 
between them, reſolves to- ſupply. his Place. The Stra- 
tagem ſucceeds, he is admitted to Monimia's Bed, and 
there enjoys thoſe Careſſes from the deceived Maid, 
which Sacred Rites had made the Due of Caſfalio. The 
impatient — comes a Moment after, and finding 
no Acceſs, accuſes Manimia of the Follies of her Sex; 
imagines, that having ſecured him for a Huſband, 
ſhe no longer regards him with that AﬀeQtion- the 
before pretended; looks on himſelf as made à Pro- 
perty, either of her Vice or Pride, and works :him- 
ſelf by theſe Reflections up to ſuch à pitch of Rage, that 
he reſolves to hate and ſnun her Sight for ever. Palydore 
ny Vonimia's Arms by break of Day, to prevent 
iſcovery, ſhe riſes earlier. thani was ber Cuſtom, and 
meeting Caſlalio, who had not been in Bed, flies to em- 
brace him with all the Eagerneſs of tranſported Love. 
He puſfies Her from bim, upbraids her with Arrogance, 
with Artifice, with Deceit ; and when the preſſes him to 
reveal the Cauſe of this moſt cruel Charge, and hangs 
upon his Breaſt, ſwearing he ſhall not go till he has ſpoke 
what tis diſturbs him, he flings away, and leaves her 

Preathleſs and half dead with Anguiſh on the. Floor. - 
© Chamount, the Brother of Menimis, who hadbeen ab- 
ſent a long Time in the Service of the Emperor, and 
was lately returned, and at Acofto's Houſe, ſolliciting the 
Love of his Fair Daughter Serena, ſurprizes his Siſter in 
this Agony. He had ſuſpected ſomewhat between her 
and Caffalio, but was caſed of his Fears by the Chap- 
Hin, who after he had ' enjoined him Secrecy, informed 
Him they were married, and now to ſee her in this 
Storm of Grief, renew'd his Diſcontents. She ſcruples 
not to unburthen her Breaſt to this dear Brother of its 
whole ſad Load; and the Impgifence of his Nature not 
enduring ſhe ſhould have beendhus treated, he ſeeks Cof 
tatlio, and not finding bim, felates all to 4cafio, who, 
tho' too much diſguſted, that an Affair of ſuch Mo- 
ct F ment, 


c 


yet 
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Moment, as the Marriage of his eldeſt Son, ſhould be 
tranſacted without his Conſent; to give any 'ſatisfaQory 
Anſwer to the Upbraidings of the hot Chamoant, could 
not excuſe the Behaviour of Caffalio, to a Bride ſo wor- 
thy of his Lose: He thergſore goes in ſearch of him, 
to reproach his want of Duty in a double Capacity, 
fiſt to himſelf, and after to Monimia. He finds him juſt 
as Chamount and he being met; were about to decide 
the Juſtneſs of their Cauſe by the Point of the Sword, 
with ſome Difficulty he prevents their fighting, | but can 
(find no Expedient to reconcile them, * 
Holydoro, in the mean Time, vain of bis Contuelt 
over the undone Monimin, no ſooner fees her than his 
Behaviour tober unriddles the whole Myſtery of Caſtalis's 
Indignation, by making her A he had deceived 
bis Brothery and — her in his Stead: Let any vir- 
tuous Wife, let any Woman who truly loves, and is be- 
loved, imagine what ſhe muſt 'feet at ſuch a Diſcovery”; 
ble as is her Deſpair, it exceeds not 'thit 
.whichiſe:zed the Soul of the late Po hdr, when ſhe 
informed him it is the Wife of bis Brother, whom he 
dad pollated : Both vow to die: and are punctual in the 
Performance : Monimia ſwallows Poiſon; and Polydere 
provokes his Brother to draw bis Sword, then runs upon 


it ; and after repeating the ſhocking; Occason of this 


Frocedure, expires. Caſffalio — ſapport Life, 
ſtabs himſelf, bequeathin his Birthright, with Serend, 
to the Brother of his beloved Monimia. Acaſto lives to 


mourn the ſad Cataftrophe ; and thus ends a Play, which 


— _ as the r ny Nr rue 
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A TRAGEDY. 


* i. "I m 


By Mr. Sournz NE. 
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3 Prince of Angola, a 3 of 


ee his Embraces, ſhe was oblige to confeſs herſelf 
.the Wife of his Son, and then Pregnant by him. The Ty- 
rant ſtarted at Inceſt, but enraged at the Impaſſibility of 
ever ſatisfying his Deſires, he reſalved at leaſt to be reveng · 
ed on him who had debarred him, and render his Son's Paſ. 
ſion not leſs unhappy than his own. To this End; he ſecretly 
agreed with a; Captain who traded to Angola for Slaves, 
and the unfortunate Ineinda was put on Board, and car- 
ried to Surinam, where ſhe was bought for the Uſe of 
the Lord Governor, by Mr. Blandfors, 5 Nr l 
Gentleman. IJ ts 
Tho' Oroconoko was:as ſeplble of this Miafortave.as the 
moſt paſſionate Lover, and tender Huſband could be,; 
Jet. as, it was irremediable, and inflited. on him by a 
King and Father, he ſuſtained it with the Fortitude be · 
coming of a great Hero, and the Reſignation of a Son 
and Subject; never neglecting any Part of his Dory; 
but, as they were continually engaged in war, fought his 
Battle with the ſame Ardor as before, and ſeldom fail'd 
of Conqueſt, 

Among the other ſhining Qualities of this Prince, he had 
a laudable Curioſity of examining into the Cuſtoms and 
Manners of Foreign Nations : Thoſe of Europe ſeem'd 
extremely pleaſing to him, and whenever any Ships from 
that Quarter of the World put in at Angola, he was ſure 
to make Invitations to the Captains or Owners, on pur- 


pole 
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poſe to have Diſcourſe with them. Captain Driver, 
Maſter of a Veſſel from Surinam, by frequent Voyages 
was well known to him, and the affable Reception he 
was always honoured with by that Prince, made him 
think it would be eaſy to accompliſh a Stratagem which 
Avarice had put into his Head. Being deſirous to quit 
the Sea, and to make the moſt of this laſt Voyage, he 
invited the Prince on Board, who having'never been in a 
Ship, readily conſented, and brought about twenty of 
his Atttendants with him : The Villain had provided an 
Entertainment, and having rendered as many of them 
Defenceleſs as he could with Liquor, gave Orders to his 
People to hoiſt Sail, and was out of Sight of Angola, 
before Oroonoka ſuſpected any Thing of the Treachery 
practiced on him. Tis eaſy to conceive in what Man- 
ner a Prince like him muſt reſent fuch Uſage ; but-it - 
was in vain to oppoſe a Number ſo unequal, and being 
deprived of all Relief was. compelled to ſubmit to his 
Fate, and be carried to Surinam, at that Time in poſſeſſion 
of the Eagle The Captain's firſt Deſign was to bring 


him to England, and. expoſe him for a publick Shew, 


but finding: he wanted only an Opportunity of Revenge, 
thought it afterwards beſt to get rid of him, and the 
Fears which conſcious Injuſtice inſpired in him, as ſoon 
ie col... 6134 0 

The Engl; Colonies abroad have been always looked 
upon as proper Places for Women of crack'd Fortunes 
and Reputations to procure Huſbands in: With this De- 
ſign came two Siſters, called Charlatte and Lucy Weldon 
to Surinam ; the eldeſt having a good Share of Senſe 
paſſed for a Man, thinking in that Diſguiſe ſhe ſhould 
have the better Opportunity of paſling off her Siſter, and 
by making an Acquaintance with the Men diſcover who 
was [moſt proper for a Huſband for herſelf, whan the 
Plot [ſhould be ripened enough for her to ow her Sex. 
Ide Remains of their Fortune permitting them to go 
over in'a handſome Manner, they ſoon got into the beſt 
Company; but the Perſons who ſeem'd moſt pasticularly 


ſond of their Converſation, were Mr. Sranmore, an emi- 


nent Merchant, and Mrs. Lackitt, the Widow of a 
wealthy Planter, who had divided his Eſtate between her 
and à fooliſh Son, who was alſo under e 
2 i++ * 0 1518! * 6 N ; his 
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This Son is piteh d vpon by Charlotte for a Huſband ie 
| 22 aud Stasmare for herdelF and their Contrivante 
to bring theſe: Aims tg Perſection, with the, Arrival of 
— & and his being brought in Chains teh the Market 
for Slaves begins the Play: + 
The graceful Perſon, Majeſtick Port, and: Royal Robe 
of this Prince draw all Eyes upon him with Admiration, 
:and the Captain, on relating the Means by which he fur. 
priſed him, as great à Deteſtation. He happens as well 
as Inoinda had done, to fall to the Lot of the Lord 
Governor, and Blandford, as the Agent of that Nobleman 
in his Abſence, takes him under his Charged 
This worthy Man endeavoureũ by all Manner of Wajs 
| to ſoften his Captivity, and aſſured him that when the 
Governor ſhould come to Suriaam, he would exen 
W Intereſt with: him for | reſtoring; him 10 
Angela: The Prince thanked bim for theſe obliging 
toofs of Friendſhip, but in his Heart cbuld ſcarce 
be brought to depend on any Promiſes made him by 
Cbriſfian; of ſo great Prejudice tothe Propagation of 
the true Religion is it for a baſe Profeſſor to beknown 
among thoſe,” whoſe Ignorance rather an Wilſulneſ⸗ 
makes them of a contrary Faith. '|B/aniford,' however, 
to divert his Melancholy, carried him one day to fee a 
beautiful Female Slave whom he had in Truſt as well s 
Himſelf for the Lord Governor; he told him ſhe-was 
Miſtreſs of uncommon Charms; that the Deputy Go. 
vernor, tho? the proudeſt Man in Surinam, thought i 
no Shame to languifh at her Feet; that all the Slaves 
adored her, and forgetting the Hardſhips of the Day, 
neglected their — and paſſed great part of 
the Night, in entertaining her with little Sports of their 
contriving. Oroonate was wholly unmoved at all he ſaid, 
and accompanied him in this Viſit rather in Compliance 
to him thaw to himſelf; all his Admiration- of bay 
having ceaſed with the Loſs of his dear 'Þnoinde. © 
how friking is the Scene ! How thrilling to the goo, 
when we behold him finding in this fair Slave his ever 
dear. ever ador'd. Inoinda; for it was ſhe, who unde 
the Name of Climene, had attradted ſuch univerſal Ad- 
miration. Happy in each other's Sight, they no longer 
regret the Lois of Grandeur or of Liberty; and blek 
the Slavery that reſtores all that either of them thinks 
truly dear. 


To 
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To add to the Eelicity of Qroaneto, ' Blaafard; brings 
Jboan, one of thoſe. who was betrayed to Slavery with 


bim by Captain Driver; but little imagined bow fatal 
a Kindneſd it would 8 This young Nobleman 
impatient for his own Fate, but much more ſor that of 
bis Prince, had ſpirited up the Slaves to ſeize on a Ship 
ben in the River, and all together make their Eſcape. 
He communicates this Deſign to Oroonekto, and in the 
End . prevails on him to head ithe Enterprize. . The ſame 
Night is appointed for the Execution, — being betray ed 
by one who ſeemed: moſt Zealous in the Cauſe; the De- 
puty.. Governor came upon them with his Powers, and 
offering. Pardon to all who lay down their Arms; the 
unhappy Prince ſees himſelf forſaken by all but Mean, 
da which being obliged to yield they are conducted to 
ſeparate Priſons, and Oroonolo again torn from his Friend, 
and, dear Imoinda. The generous Blandford is infinitely 
troubled at. an Accident Which ſo much diſappoints the 
good Deſigns. he had. formed in Favour of the Royal 
Slave 3 but the Deputy Governor is as much overjoyed, 
becauſe it affords him an Opportunity of renewing his 
Addreſſes to Impinde.. £51 3 6, vil th 0509 
Wbile the ſerious Characters are thus employed, Char- 
faite perceiving ſhe had made, as Mr. Veldon, a more 
than ordinary Impreſſion an the Widow Lackit's Heart, 
counterſeits an equal Sbare of Paſſian for her, but pre- 
tends at the ſame Time that ſhe is under a Y ow; of ſee- 
ing her Siſter Lacy, diſpoſed of before ſhe marries ; on 
which the impatient Widow propoſes her Son Daniel; 
Velda agrees, and, the Wedding is immediately gele- 
brated. That done, [Weldon conſults with Jack. Stas- 
mers, who is younger Brother to the Stanmore before - 
mentioned, and has a long Time made Court to Mrs. 
;Lackir, and it, is agreed between them that Veldon ſhall 
marry her, and codtrive it ſo that Jack Stanmore may 
be put to Bed inſtead of the Bridegroom. Every Thing 
| as they would have it, and Mrs. Lackit gives 
to the ſuppoſed Mr. Velden a Thouſand Pounds the next 
\ Morning, - Charlotte being in Poſſeſſion of this Money 


thinks herſelf now a ſufficient ' Fortune for the elder 


Stan more, and diſcovers herſelf to him in this Manner: 


She tells him that a Couſin of hers is lately arrived 


from 
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from England, that ſhe ſhould be proud it were a Match 
between them, and that if he likes her on her Arrival, 
ſhe will depoſite a thouſand Pound in his Hands as her 
Portion. Stanmore is unwilling to take the Money, but 
Charlotte ſaying ſhe has Buſineſs which calls her farther 
into the Country, and knows not what Accident may 
happen, he is prevailed with to keep it till the Kinſwo. 
man arrives. Charlotte, after this, throws off her Man'! 
Apparel, and appears with Lucy as a Lady juſt arrived: 
Stanmore is Charmed” with her ; acquaints her with what 
her Couſin Weldon left for her in his Charge, and offers 
his Service to her on the Foot of Courtſhip. To find he 
liked her as a Woman was all ſhe wiſhed; ſhe gives him her 
Hand, and ſeeing no Occaſion for farther Diſſimulation, 
confeſſes herſelf to be that Mr. Veldon he had fo long 
converſed with, and relates to him the whole. Story, with 
the Motives of her acting in that Manner. The New 
of all this is immediately brought to Mrs. Laclit, who 
is ſtrangely ſurpriſed, but Charloits elearing up the whole 
Affair alſo to her, ſhe is glad to accept of Fack Stan- 
more for a Huſbanxc. 

Poor Imeinda is all this Time a Priſones in the Deputy 
Governor's Houſe, who finding it impoſſible to gain 
her Conſent to his Deſires, is attempting to enjoy her by 
Force, when B/anford comes in and reſcues her: He 
fights with him, and while they are engaged Imeinda 
takes the Opportunity of eſcaping to the Priſon where 
her Huſband is confined. She informs him what has 
i happened to ber, on which he concludes that Death 
"alone can ſave her from Diſhonour, and reſolves to put 
"an End to both their Woes, by dying together: Aboas, 
whom they have whipped, appears before them in this 
Criſis all cut and gaſh'd with cruel Rods, he ſtrengthens 
the Prince in his Determination to die, by telling him 
there is no Hope of any Mercy from Chriſtians ; then, 
as to ſhew them the Way plunges a dagger in his 
Breaſt: Oroonoko and Imoinda follow him by the ſame 
Weapon; but the wicked Deputy with his Party ruſhing 
upon them before Orooneko expires, Rage ſupplies himwith 
a Return of Strength ſufficient for Revenge cn that cruel 
Author of his Miſeries: He ſtabs him to the Heart, and 
enjoys in the Agonies of Death a Satisfaction to * 4 
2 | rea: 
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breath his Laſt. A Cataſtrophe truly mournful in itſelf, 
but much more ſo. as it is heightened by the moſt tender 
and affecting Language, and ſet off with all the Em- 
belliſhments of Poetry which a Dramatick Piece will ad - 
mit, without going beyond Nature. | 
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MOOR of Vexict : 


A TRAGEDY. 


By Mr. SHAKESPEAR, 


F what Country or Extraction Otbelle was, neither 

our Author, nor Giraldi Cinthio, from whom he 
took the Story, have thought fit to inform us : All that 
can be learned of him is; that he was a very valiant 
Commander: and having done many ſignal Services to the 
Republick of Venice, arrived at length to be General of 
the whole Army. The Fame of his great Atchievements, 
and that honeſt Openneſs of Soul which appeared in all 
his Words and Actions gained him the Affection of the 
beautiful De/demona, only Daughter of Brabantio a Mag- 
nifico, and equal in Power and Wealth to the Dogae 
himſelf, She quitted her Father Houſe by Night, and 
was privately married to him, none being truſted in this 
Affair but Jago his Ancient. | | 


Jago was a Villain, revengeful, cruel, and deſigning, 


but had the Artifice to vail thoſe Vices under the Appear- 
ance of their oppoſite Virtues: He bore the noble Moor 
moſt deadly Hate,becauſe he had preferred, in Prejudice,as 
he imagined, of his ſuperior Merit, Caffo to be his Licu- 
tenant, and continued in Commiſſion under him for no other 


Reaſon than to have the better Opportunity to ruin _ 
” 13 
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This Marriage with De/demona preſents a pleaſing Prof; 
pect to his miſchievous Imagination: He immediate) 
communicates the Secret of it to Rodorigo, a fooliſh Gen. 
tleman, who has long been doatingly in Love with D/z. 
mona; and they go together to alarm Brabantio with the 
News, not doubting but his Intereſt with the Senate . will 
be ſufficient to ſeparate the new wedded Pair, and perhaꝶ 
bring Othello into Diſgrace. _ 0 i 

This Diſcovery, which happens immediately after the 
Marriage, opens the Play, and by the manner in which it 
is made, lets us into the Characters and Diſpoſitions of the 
chief Perſons concerned in the Drama. Brabontio env 
ged, and diſtradted for the Preſervation of an only Child, 
goes with Officers to ſeize Othello; but the Moment be. 
fore their Entrance into his Quarters, Meſſengers have 


- ſummoned him to the Senate-Houſe ; Brabantio's Pie. 


ſence is alſo required, on which he alters his Purpoſe, re. 
ſolyingto accuſe and confront him before the Dogue. 
But this is not a Time in which any Complaints again 
Othello can be encouraged : Intelligence is arrived that 
the Turks are going to beſiege Cyprus with a great Fleet: 
There was a Neceſſity of ſending Forcey to repel tlie Ei. 
forts of the Enemy; and Venice afforded no Man &qual 
to that Command but the: illuſtrious ' Moor. The Voice 
of the whole Senate therefore perſuaded Brabaniio to 


Moderation, and De/demona' avowing ber. Love to bet 


Huſband, and entreating Permiſſion to accompany bim in 
his Expedition, cleared him of all foul Practices, and ke 
was honourably acquitted.” i 020: {26d ;» 40 
Phe Confuſion thoſe of Cyprus were in, demanded-an 
immediate Relief, Othello was obliged to embark the ſame 
Night, leaving Deſdimona to the ConduRt of Auge; who, 
tho enraged; not daunted at che ill 8ucceſs of his Deſign 
in Vrnict remained reſolute to purſae the ſame in Cpu 
believing Rodorigo might be &propes Tool to faſhion-out 
Ris pernicious Werk: To this End he 8 
tho": De/demort- hatt ſome ſetret Reaſons for. marry 

the Moor, ſhe loves him not, anfl flatters him with the 
Hopes of receiving from her the utmoſt Frobſs of Fs 
voùr, on Condition he will accompany them to 1 
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Proc. WM theſe Kind of Inſinuations Nodorige is prevailed upon te 
lately I fell his Eſtate, great Fart of which he lays out in Jewels, 
Ger. for Preſents to Desdemona, and entruſts Jago, who has 
Do. promiſed to be his Solicitor, to deliver them to her, 
ch the gheing all arrived at Cyprus, where they faund no Buſi - 
> wil nels for their Arms, the Tariiſb Fleet being all diſperſed 
cha: Wl 40d loſt in a Storm ; the firſt Work in whieh Regorigo. is 
employed by Jago, is to quarrel with Cafe on the 

er the Watch, whom, being unhappy in bis Liquor, he has ulſo 
ich it prepared for that Purpoſe 3; The Motives for this Piece 
of the of Villany are, Firſt, that if Caſo, is kill'd he ſucceeds him 
ent: in his Poſt ; if Roderigo falls, he is certain of never being 
Child, call'd to Account for the Jewels he has defrauded: bim of; 
nt be. and if the Adventure prove mortal to neither, the Skir- 
| have miſh will infallibly ivcenſe Othello againſt Cato, To 
Pre. bring Radorige to it, he tells him, that he has juſt diſco- 
e, re. vered Oeſdemena to be paſſionately in Love with the Lieu- 
tenant, and that he can hope for no Return from her, till 

that fotmidable Rival is diſfatc hee. 
. The Event anſwers to one Part of Zage's ExpeRtations z 
the Antagoniſts, his \Artifices have made ſa, meet and 
igt: The Citizens are alarm'd at the Claſh of Swords: 
Montane, Governor of Cyprus before: Otbelle, is wounded 
in endea vouring to part them 4 and Orbella, ſo much of- 
4% to ended at this Behaviour in Cagſ, that he caſhiers him. 
o her But tkis is not ſufficient ſor the Malice of Jago, be ſees 
im n WW the Man who was preferred: before him, unhappy. and 
pd ke diſgrac'd-z but Othello, whom: he hates much more, is 
el fill-untogch'd with Care or Grief. From, this late Acci- 
dent therefore; he forms a Plot to bring about the Maſter- 
piece of his Deſigns 3 he perſuades Caſſo to petition: Dee 
demons, to exert her Intereſt with her Huſband for reſtor- 
ing him to his Poſt ; Her gentle Nature; always pleaſed 
wich doing good, teadily undertakes the Office, and takes 
all Opportunities of performing what ſhe has promiſed. 
The perfidious Jago: in the: mean Time, by Shrügs, Gri- 
maces, and half Sentences, inflames the Moor with 
dy, and tenders every Thing ſhe ſays in Bavour oi. Caffe, 
43 the Dictates of a Criminal Paſſion: When urged by 
Otbello to explain the Meaning of his Er 
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he tells him with a well counterfeited ReluQance, that 
to his certain Knowledge, Caſſio has enjoyed Deſdemona; 
To give Credit to this monſtrous Aſſertion, he brings 0. 
thello, where he overhears Ca/fio boaſting of a Miſtreſs', 
Favour, and then by many Circumſtances, makes the 
Woman mention'd by him, ſeem no other than De/dems. 
na; and afterwards, by the Means of a Handkerchief 
which Ozbello had given her on their Wedding Day, and 
which, he obliges Emilia, his Wife, to ſteal from her, he 
conveys it into Caffio's Pocket; which brings to Perfect. 
on the horrid Scheme he had ſo long been hatching in 
his Brain. | 

Othello now reſolves that both ſhall die, and charges 
Jago to get Caffio diſpatch'd: In the mean Time, Or. 
ders arrive from Venice to recal Othello, and depute Caſ. 
io in his Room: If any Thing could have added to the 
Rage of this deceived Moor, it would have been this Tum 
of Fortune; but doubting not that ago would revenge 
him on this ſuppoſed Rival of his Love and Honour, he 
ſeems little to regard the Latter. Jago is indeed induſ- 
trious enough to 1 tn what he has promiſed ; and {lil 
making Rogorigo his Inſtrument, he works him up to at- 
tempt the Murder of Caſſio, by telling him, that Or belli 
intended to remove to Mauritania, unleſs ſome Accident 
impeded'; and then propoſed the Death of Caſſto, who was 
to ſucceed him, as the only Expedient ; Rodorigo, on this, 
watches Ca//io, and as he comes out of a Houſe late at 
Night, attacks and wounds him ; the other draws in his 
own Defence, they fight, and both fall: A Cry of 
Murder ; on which, ſeveral People gathering about the 
Body, Jago, who is all this Time within hearing, comes 
forward, and pretending to revenge Ca/jio's Hurts, ſtabs 
Rodorigo, whom he finds not quite dead. bY 

While the Streets of Cyprus are thus ſtain'd with Blood, 
Otbello, in the Citadel, ſtrangles his innocent Wife as ſhe 
lies in Bed; Emilia coming into the Room the ſame 
Moment, and ſeeing the dreadful Deed, cries out Murder; 


the Room is immediately fill'd with Company, and the 
Moor relating the Motives which led him to commit this 


Murder, Emilia confeſſes that ſhe ſtole the Handkerchief 
at her Huſband's Requeſt, but ignorant for what — 
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he ſeem'd ſo deſirous to have it in his Poſſeſſion. Jago, 
on this, js brought in, ſhe perſiſts in her Evidence againſt 
him, and he kills her. Caſſio and Roderigo having been 
put under the Surgeon's Care, the Wounds of the former 
are found not mortal, and the latter lives long enough to 
reveal the Villany of Jage, Thus is this Monſter of 
Wickedneſs fully detected, and Othello convinced how fa- 
tally he has been deceived ; which unable to ſupport, he 
falls on his own Sword, and Jago is Sentenced to the moſt 
cruel Death the Cyprian Laws have Power to inflict, tho” 
looked upon by all, as too mild for Crimes ſuch as haye 


been committed by him. 
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Hedra, the Daughter of Minos, ſucceeded him in the 

Throne of Crete; ſhe was firſt married to 4r/amneg, but 
after his Death, The/ſeus reſcuing her Dominions from the In- 
vaſion of a barbarous Prince, received for Recompence her 
Crown and Perſon. Hippolitus, his Son, by a former Marri- 
age, came to do Honour to his Father's Nuptials : The 
Sight of this Prince inflamed Phedre with the moſt violent 
Defires ; ſhe gave her Hand to the Father, but her Heart 
was all devoted to the lovely Son: All the Efforts ſhe. 
made for extinguiſhing this Paſſion, ſerved but to render 
it, more ſtrong : She loath'd, ſhe flew her Huſband's. 
Preſence ; and even refuſed him thoſe Rights of Love 
which Marriage had made his Due. Amazed, and. 
grieved at this ſudden Alteration, he preſs'd, he ſued, but 
preſſed and ſued in vain ; the inexorable Queen was deaf 
to all his Arguments, to all his Entreaties, Struck to 
the Soul at this Contempt, and deſpairing ever to 11 
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her into Kindneſs, he quitted Crete, and ſought in Foreign 
Wars, to loſe Remembrance of Domeſtick Woe. Hip. 
politas, for the ſake of nena, an Athenian Princeſs, whom 
he adored, and was then a Captive in Crete, - remain'd at 
Court, and by his : Preſence augmented the Flames of 
Phedra'to ſuch an Exceſs, that ſhe was well nigh con- 
ſumed; the Weakneſs of her Body growing unable to 
ſuſtain the violent Emotions of her Mind, ſhe falls into 
kind of Frenzy ; and ig her Raving diſcovers the Cauſe 
4 of all her Anguiſh to Jyeon, her firſt | Miniſter of State, 
who, hoping to gain fome Advantage to himſelf from the 
Errors of his Sovereign, encouraged her rather to cheriſh 

than depreſs her Wiſhes, 

At this Time Intelligence is brought of Theſeus's Death, 
and Pbædra, now without Scruple, follows the Advice 
of Lycon, and declares her Paſſion to Hippolytas - The 
Horror he ſeems full of, while ſhe is ſpeaking, and his re- 
ſolute refuſing all her Offers after, let her ſee how vain 
will be all Attempts to corrupt his Virtue : \ Yet obſtinate 
in Guilt, ſhe tries all Means, ſhe ſooths, entreats, then 
rages, menaces his Ruin, orders him to be impriſoned, and 
Lycon threatens him with Death. Whatever the Queen's 
Love might have deſigned, tis certain, this Stateſman re- 
ſolved nothing leſs, Judging the Nature of this young He- 
ro by his own; and therefore fearing his Vanity or 
Hate might lead him to expoſe the Queen's Shame, and 
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his own baſe Artices. A | 
- Iſmenday who loved Hippolytus no leſs than ſhe was be- 
loved, and trembling for the Effects of P>2dra's Fury, 
rſuades him to Feign 'a Compliance with her Deſires: 
He is at laſt prevailed'upon to follow her Advice, and 
the eaſier, becauſe he has juſt then formed a Deſign, 
which no other Way cart be'accompliſh'd; ' He demands 
therefore, to be brought to the Queen, diſſembles a Re. 
pentance of his late Inſenſibility, and gives her hopes of 
| returning her Affection with an equal Ardor: This re- 
gains Phædra her Peace of Mind, and him his Liberty; 
and he employs it in preparing Means for his Eſcape into 
Scytbia, with 1/mena, whom he has won to accompany 
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The News of their Flight ſoon reaches the Ears of 
Phedra ; | ſhe ſends, purſues, and overtakes them ——_— 
| | ey 
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hey gain-the Port: Love, Rage, Remorſe and Jealoy- 
% now by Turns, poſſeſs her Soul: She condemns both 
10 Death, reprieves, then pardons, then condemns again, 
{ll in a Breath: In this Tempeſt of her Soul, before 
can reſolve. on any Thing, Theſeus, who was oa 
lead, returns to Crete. Her former Phrenzy now re- 
turns with double Force: With all the Wildneſs of 
Deſpair, of Shame, of Horror, ſhe flies to her Apartment, 
there ſhuts herſelf up, and will not be perſuaded to ſee, or 
ze any Welcome to her long abſent Huſband, who lit- 
tle leſs diſtracted than herſelf at this Behaviour, in vain 
enquires the Cauſe of all he meets; Hippolytus and Iſue- 
za, Who only have the Power, are too generous to reveal 
the Shocking Secret, Icon at laſt approaches, and hav- 
ing perſuaded the Queen in her Ravings, to ſecond what 
he ſhonld fay, botdly accuſes Hippolitur of an Attempt᷑ to 
Raviſh her; and ſa imputeg her 2 Diſorders to that 
Cauſe. The enraged King too eaſily giving Credit, to 
the Aſſertions of this Villain, orders his Son to be ſeized, 
and on hearing Phedra afterwards utter the ſame Things, 
tho' in disjointed, and ſometimes contradictory Phrates 
dooms him to Death; but unwilling he ſhould periſh by 
any common Hand, ſends him a Sword, and bids him be 
his own Executioner. Hippolitus accepts the fatal Preſent, 
but makes a different Uſe, of it khan was intended, for in- 
_ of plunging it —_—— o_ Breaſt, he — the Per- 
n who delivered it to him, and once more throws him- 
ſelf at his Father's 2 begging, if be muſt die, to ſuffer 
in his Preſence, r gente rag eee 1. ml 
But While his good Geimus inſpired him with this 
Thought for the prolonging of his. Life, he was believed 
dead by all that heard the cruel Sentence given. Phedre 
i informed. of it, and of all ber late tempeſtuous Paſſions, 
only Love, Pity, and a juſt Conſciduſneſs of , Guilt te- 
maining, ſhe confeſt the whole {aq Story of her fatal Paf. 
hon, the Noble Vouth's Refuſal of her Offers. and the 
monſtrous Injuſtice be had received from Lycon's Arts, 
and her Diſtraction, ſhe then ſwallowed Poiſon; but un- 
able to endure Life, even till the Operation, ſtab'd herſelf 
u the Preſence of the much injured Theſevs, * 
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In all thoſe Agonies of Soul, which in ſo dreadful : 
Juncture could be felt by the moſt tender Father, did H. 
polytus find him; and it is ſcarce poſſible to judge, which 
experienced the moſt perfect Joy, the one in ſeeing hi 
raſh Commands ſo happily reverſed, or the other in bein 
Cleared of his imputed Crime, and reſtored to the Aﬀeti. 
on of a Parent, always loved and reverenced by him. 

To render his Happineſs more compleat, The/zx gives 
Iſnena to his Arms, and with her the Crown of Alben. 
The perfidious Lycox ends his wicked Life by as ignomi. 
nious a Death ; And ſo concludes a Play, which can ne. 
ver fail to excite Applauſe, while any Taſte remains for 
Purity of Diction, Juſtneſs of Sentiment, or Virtue deli. 
neated in her moſt attractive Beauties, | 
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S the Cataſtrophe of this Play is a Complication of 
A a vaſt Variety of Events all happening at one 
| Time, it is highly neceſſary, for rendering a clear 


and perſpicuous Account, to give the Reader ſome Idea 


of the Diſpoſitions and Views of the chief Characters, be. 
fore the Plots or Actions, which ſuch Diſpoſitions and 
Views naturally excite, are touched upon. 

Lord Townly is a Man of Senſe, Sobriety and good 
Nature: He has been two Years married to a Lady of 
celebrated Beauty, whom his tender Affection not permit. 
ting him to reſtrain in any of thoſe Pleaſures which had 


the Shew of Innocence, ſhe arrived at laſt at ſuch a Way of 


Thinking, 


Oppo 


Coun! 
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Thinking, as to look on the moſt immoderate Uſe of them 
23 her Privilege: Too late he finds the Error of his over- 
much Indulgence; and how to put a Stop to her Extta- 
ngancies without rendering himſelf the Object of her A- 
rerſion is what now takes up all his Days and Nights. 

Sir Francis Wronghead is a fooliſh Country Gentleman, 
whoſe Eſtate being pretty deeply mortgaged, he takes it 
into his Head to retrieve it, by running two thouſand 
Pounds more in Debt, in orderto be choſe Member of 
Parliament, which having procured, he comes to Town, 
accompanied by his Lady, Richard Wrengbead his eldeſt 
Son, an awkward Country Bumpkin, and Miſs Jenny his 
Daughter, a pert, forward, and conceited Girl. 

Count Baſſet is a Sharper of the Town, who has 
taken up that Name and Title in Order to int roduce 
himſelf into . Company, and have the better 
Opportunity of Cheating. Happening to be in the 
Country at the Races, he had made a good Progreſs to- 
wards an Amour with Lady Vrengbead; and knowing 
her Intention of coming to London, intends to improve it 
at her Arrival, 

| Mr. Manly is a Gentleman of great Prudence and Can- 
22 dour : An intimate Friend of Lord Tewn/y's, with 

whoſe Siſter, Lady Grace, he is very much charmed, 

not ſo much on Account of the Beauties of her Perſon, as 

thoſe of her Mind: He is allo a near Relation of Sir 

ir Wronghead, and foreſeeing the Misfortunes that 

N muſt attend his living any long Time in London, reſolves 
o prevent them, if poſſible, by ſending him ſoon home. 

Mrs. Motherly is a Milliner, and lets Lodgings to Peo - 
on of ple of Condition, or at leaſt ſuch as appear to be ſo. Myr- 
| ond tille her Niece lives in the Houſe with her, and has been 
clear WM debauched by Count Baſſer: Notwithſtanding they both 

carry fair to him, in hope he will at laſt do ſomething for 
her, as he has always promiſed 
| Thefe are all the Perſons wko are any way concerned 
in the Buſineſs of the Play; which opens with Lord 
Trunſy making ſome Remonſtrances to his Wife on the 
Vanity and Folly of her Conduct; and receiving from 
ter ſuch Anſwers as convince him it is not by gentle 
Means he can ever hope for a Reformation in her. 

I 


Sir 
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Sir Francis Wronghead and his Family being come to 
Town, Count Baſſet recommends them to Mrs. Motherl,', 
Lodgings, and at the ſame Time engages her to aſſiſt him 
in the Deſign he has of marrying Miſs Jenny. on Condit. 
on he will make a Match between Richard Wrong brad, 
the young Squire, and her Niece Myrtilla. To bind 
the Bargain he puts a Goldſmith's Note of 500 /, into 
her Hands, which he tells ber ſhall be her own in Caſe of 
any Failure on his Side. This ſatisfies all the old Gen- 
tlewoman's Scruples, and ſhe omits nothing in her Power 
that may bring the two Couples together, Count Baſu WM this P 
all the Time proſecutes his Amour with Lady Mrongbead, Wl Eltate 
that his Freedom with the Mother may render his WM vitho 
Courtſhip to the Daughter leſs ſuſpected; and the young WM ther C 
Heyden is ſo well pleaſed with his Addreſſes, that the Wl defires 
promiſes to marry him as ſoon as he can contrive an Op. ¶ litle « 
portunity to get her out. Squire Richard is allo very Ladyſt 
ſweet upon Myrtiila, and ſhe manages him ſo well as to WM doſed i 
get an Aſſurance from him of making her his Wife. But WE Friend 
while the young People are diverting themſelves in this ſerving 
Manner, poor Sir Francis is in a piteous Taking: He WM teh, 
has been to wait on a certain great Perſon (of whoſe Lad) 
Name the Author keeps us ignorant) he has given hin WM theſe L. 
Hopes of a Place worth a thouſand Pounds a Year, tv Wkerent P 
give his Vote in Parliament as he direfts ; but the Mis ene ſho! 
fortune was, that Sir Francis not underſtanding the De. WMltipues, 
bates, happened, on the Queſtion being put, to ſay 4, 
when he ſhould have ſaid No. He heard alſo that a Peti 
tion was about being laid before the Houſe in Favour df 
Sir John Northland the other Candidate, and he was it 
Danger of loſing his Election; and to add to theſe Troy: 
bles his Lady had laid out two hundred and fifty Pounds i 
one Day, meerly in Baubles, for which neither herſelf nor 
her Family had any Occaſion. Mr, Manly, eaſily pergeir 
ing the Conſequence of all this, exaggerated the Mis fortune 
into which he was plunging kimſelf, and took the Free 
dom of a Friend and Relation to adviſe him to return it! 
to the Country before it was ioa late; but Sir Fran 
cannot yet a- while perſuade himſelf to quit all the goldet 
Expectations his own and Wife's Vanity had flattered bil 
with, and with which ſhe ſtill ſupports him. Nor 7 
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to he all this Time idle for the Good of the Family, as ſhe 
* imagined at leaſt. Count Baſſet had dropped a Letter 
Fl from Myrtilla, wherein that poor young Woman had up- 
* braided him for ſeducing her, and afterwards leaving her 


ad, without Support: This Lady Wronghead finds, and hav- 
ind ing heard that Mr. Manly's frequent Viſits at Lord Yſown- 
into h's were for the Sake of Lady Grace, and that a Match 
> of Wl between them was as good as concluded, her plotting 
zen- Head immediately forms a Stratagem from Myrtilla's 
wer Letter to break it of, The Reaſon that induces her to 
aſſt Wl this Piece of Miſchief is, that Mazly being very rich, his 
bead, WH Eſtate would devolve on Sir Francis, in Caſe he died 
- his WE without-IMue. She therefore puts the Letter under ano- 
oung Wl ther Cover, and pretending ſhe was in a hurry of Buſineſs 
t e defires Myrtilla to Direct it for Mr. Manly. Myrtilla 
1 Op- WM little ſuſpecting it was her own Billet Doux obeyed her 
very Ladyſhip's Commands; which done, Lady Mrongbead en- 


as to Will cloſed it in another wrote by herſelf, as from an unknown 
. But Friend to Lady Grace, with the ſeeming View of pre- 
in this Wi ſerving her from Ruin by this De:eRion of Manly's Baſe- 
He Wine, 
whoſe Lady Grace is very much ſurprized at the Receipt of 
en him WM theſe Letters, not only to find Manly a Perion of ſuch dit- 
2ar, 10 Wſerent Principles from what he profeſſed, but alſo that any 
e Mis Wore ſhould imagine that ſhe had any Concern iu his In- 
de De- uigues, he not having as yet made her any other De- 
ay %, cara:ions of Love than thoſe of his Eyes and reſpedſul 
a Peu. behaviour: She acquaints her Brother with the Adven- 
vour of ture, and her Sentiments upon it: He preſently ima. 
e was des it a piece of Forgery, but adviſes her to ſhew the 
e Tro · ¶ Letters to Manly, that by obſerving carefully his Looks, 
ounds in t the Peruſal, ſhe may ſorm ſome Judgment by them of 
rſelf dor es Innocence or Guilt . She follows his Directions, and 
nh knowing the Temper of Lady Mrong head, ſees 


fortune ito the whole Deſign in a Moment, and having fully 
he Free-ieared himſelf to Lady Grace is emboldened by the Free- 
eturn em of this Converſation to declare himſelf ſome- 
Franiſſi kat ſooner than tis probable he otherwiſe would 
e golcetiave done: So certain it is that our Endeavours to 
ered brevent, frequently haſten the Event we fear. The Man- 


kr, in which Lady Grace receives the Diſcovery of his 
Won, is as agreeable to his Wiſhes as he could hope 
I 2 for 
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for from a Woman of her exemplary Prudence and Mo- 
deſty, and renders his Mind in # Situation uncapable gf 
retaining much Reſentment for the Injury attempted to be 
done him by Lady Wremghend. Reſolved however ty 
Fathom the bottom of the Myſtery, he goes to Myrtilla, 
ſhews her the Superſeription on the Cover of the Letter, 
which ſhe readily acknowledges to be her Hand, and tell 
him how ſhe came to write it; but when he preſents het 
with the encloſed, ſhe appears amazed and confuſed, be. 
lieves herſelf betrayed by the Count and Lady /Proy. 
bead, and confeſſes, with Bluſhes, that it is her Letter to 
to the Count. On this Diſcovery they grow extremeh 
gracious, he promiſes to be her Friend, and on his Quef. 
tioning her concerning the Affairs of Sir Franci;'s Fami. 
ly, ſhe acquaints him with the Plot laid for a double 
Marriage; and that the Ceremonies are to be performed 
the ſame Evening when they are all to go in Maſquerade 
Habits to Lord Toxwr/y's, whoſe Chaplain is to join their 
Hands. \ 

Masly on this conttives a Counterplot, which having 
convinced Mrs. Motherly and Myrtilla it will be their In 
tereſt to aſſiſt, be haſtens to Sir Francis, informs him of 
the Snares laid for the Ruin of his Children, tho* without 
letting kim know by whom, and affures him of preventing 
it; and at the fame Time convincing him it was deſigu d 
by the Demonſtration of his own Eyes, on Condition It 
will return home the next Day, to avoid the like Dan 
gers hereafter: Sir Francis promiſes to be ruled by him 
in every Thing, and looks on him as his Guardian A. 
gel 


Mrs. Motherly, in the mean Time, to ſecure as much a 
ſhe could for her ſelf, ſends Myrtilila with the Note let 
in her Hands by Count Baſſt, to enquire into the Valid 
ty of it, of the Banker, in whoſe Name it was given; bit 
it happening to be forged, the poor Girl is ſeized by 
Conſtable, on Suſpicion of being privy to the Cheat: 80 
ſends for Mr. Manly, who being well known to the B 
ker, ſhe is ſet at Liberty, and a Warrant taken out! 
gainſt Bait: though Manly will have the Execution d 
it deferr'd for ſoine Hours, for Reaſons which will # 
pear hereaſter. 
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Lady Townly, during theſe Tranſations, is revelling in 
various and tomultuous Pleaſores, and the Patience of her 
Lord being entirely exhauſted, he is now determined 10 
pare wich ber: He has engaged an Aunt of hers to take 
her to her Houle whenever the Separation happens, 


which an Accident haſtens ſoaner than elſe his continued 
Tenderneſs would have ſuffered him to decree. Having 
loſt 500.4, at Play over Night, and contracted ſame. Debts 
of Honour beſide, ſhe is in the utmoſt Conſternation the 
zext Morning. how to diſcharge them; ſhe has not a 
fogle Guinea left, and in the Humour her Lord now is, 
he knows, to aſk him for a Supply would be ineffectual, 
and but provoke him more: Aſter ſome Debate, her 
Woman reminds her of fifty Pounds in the Steward's 
Hands, left there ſame Days fince to pay a Mercer, 
whom ſhe had turned off a Year ago, becauſe he refuſed 
to give her Credit any longer: This ſeemed a lycky 
Thought, and the Steward is called to deliver the Money; 
the very Perſon to whom it was to be paid, unluckily 
happens to be in the Houſe at the ſame Time, and being 
told his Bull ſhould be diſcharged, is juſt then writing a 
terfipt. Lady Townly obliges the Steward to leave the 
Money on her Table, bidding him tell the Man there was 

a Miſtake in the Account, which ſhe had not Time now 
toreftify, The Steward obeys her Commands, but the 
Mercer will not be ſo put off, and grows clamorous.; 
Lord Townly hears his Complaint, pays him, and reſolves 
that Moment to part from his Lady: He ſends for Man- 
, and orders his Siſter to be called, as Witneſſes of his 
Rehaviour, and the Agony he viſibly feels in doing him- 
ſelf this Juſtice, with the firm Conſtancy he teſtifies not to 
be moved from it, makes Lady Townly ſeriouſly refle& on 
the tender and affectionate Indulgence ſhe has hitherto 
found in him, and her own Imprudence, in forfeiting the 
Eleem of ſo excellent a Huſband : She wiſhes to recal 
Time, or that ftill ſhe retain'd Influence enough over 
kim, to make him think he would redeem the Errors of 
her paſt, by her future Conduct; till now, of all the Paſſi- 
ons, Love had been a Sanger to her Soul ; but in this 
Moment, ſhe finds ſo much in the Perſon and Qualities of 
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zed at herſelf for not diſcovering it before: The Feats of 


not being believed, however, reilrain her Tongue from 


uttering any Part of what paſſes in her Breaſt ; expreſſive 
Looks and Tears alone, declare how Self condemn'd ſhe 
is ; and without either offering at any Argument, or im- 
ploring for a Mitigation of the Sentence he has paſt upon 
her, ſubmits to her Fate with the moſt humble Grief; but 
the Manner in which ſhe does ſo, appears ſo touching, 
that not only Lady Grace, but Mr. Manly, who had al. 
ways adviſed this Separation, teſtify their Concern at it; 
how much more then, muſt it affect a Heart that never 
had a With beyond that of her Converſion ; which her 
Behaviour now evincing, the tranſported Huſband, when 


leaſt ſhe expected the Condeſcenſion, flies to her Arms, 


forgives all that's paſt, and vows an everlaſting Love. 
She in her turn, proves herſelf not unworthy this Exceſs 
of Goodneſs, by truly hating every Thing which had 
eſtranged her ſrom her only Happineſs, reſigning herſelf 
wholly to her Huſband's Will, and making her whole 
Pleaſure conſiſt in pleaſing him. A 

This happy Turn puts them all into ſuch good Ha- 
mour, that Lady Grace, in Compliance to her Brother's 
Deſires, and a little to gratify her own Inclinations, gives 
her Hand to Many; but the Celebration of their Nup- 
tials is deferr'd till the Completion of that Gentleman“ 
Deſign, for the Preſervation of the Mrong bead Family, 
which immediately after enſues, 

Lady Wronghead, Squite Richard, Miſs Jenny, and 
Count Baſſet, come all to Lord Town/y's in Maſquerade 
Habits, as was agreed upon ; the two latter go into a pri 
vate Room, expecting the Chaplain ; Squire Richard ſol- 
lows them, expecting to find Myrtilla, who ſoon enters, 
with a Conſtable to fieze Baſſet, on Account of the ſorg d 
Note; as he is in the utmoſt Confuſion, Sir Frans and 
Mr. Manly, who have been ſometime behind a Screen, ard 
overheard all, come up to them: Sir Francis, not able 
to command his Paſſion, vents it in heartily drubbing the 
young Squire, and threatning the forward Minx hi 
Daughter; their Outcries draw Lady Meng bead in. 
to the Room, who being preſently inform'd of the whole 
Affair, trembles to think how far ſhe bas proceeded wi 
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1 
2 common Sharper, and one, who alſo had a Deſign up - 


The Count is going to be carried 
before a Juitice, but begs for Mercy; which Mr. Mandy 
grants, On Condition he marries Myrtilla; he conſents, 
tho' with ſome ReluQtance, and Manly, to reward the 
Share ſhe has had in his Deſigns, gives her a real Note of 
five hundred Pounds, which makes the Matter ſomewhat 
more eaſy to the Count. Lady Wronghead, notwithſtand- 
ing the narrow Eſcape her Children have had from Ruin, 
will not be perſuaded by her Huſbard to leave London ; but 
Manly ſoon obliges her to Compliance, by ſhewing her a 
very tender Bi//et Doux, wrate by her to the Count, and 
by him intercepted ; to ſave her Reputation therefore a- 
broad, and preſerve her Huſband's good Opinion of her at 
home, ſhe requires no more than his Promiſe, never to 
divulge the Secret of her Folly, and contentedly reſolves 
to pack up her Luggage and be gone. 
are preſented with in this truly" natural, witty, and divert · 
ing Comedy. 


PROVOK'D WIFE, 


A COMEDY... 


— 


By Sir Joux VanyruGH, 
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HE chief Character in this Play is Sir John Brute ; 


he has for two Years been the Huſband of a Lady, 


whom, tho' he married merely for Love, he could not 
treat even with common Civility after the firſt Month : 
That Paſſion, which had a little ſoſtned the roughneſs of 
his Manners, being ſatiated by Poſſeſſion, Decency va- 
niſh'd with it, and all the Savage return'd in his Behavi- 
our, But tho' notwithſtanding his ill Uſage, ſhe fail'd in 
no part of the Duty of a good Wife, conceal'd his Vices' 
as much as poſſible, from the World, and endeavour'd not 
to think on them her ſelf; their manner of living toge- 
ther was too well known, not to encourage Hopes among 
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the gay Part of Mankind to the Prejudice of her Honour. 
Conſtant, a Gentleman intimate with Sir Jobe, ard who 
was at his Wedding, had conceived a Paſfion for her from 
that Day: She did not diſlike his Perſon and Converſa. 
tion, and the favourable Inclinativns ſhe found towards 
him, as ſhe knew he loved her, made her ſhun his Com. 
Pany as much as ſhe could do without being taken Notice 
of, whenever he came to their Houſe. This Conduct made 
him ſo far from being able to gueſs at her real Sentiment, 
that ſome Scenes inform us he was then ready to pive 
himſelf up to Deſpair. 5 

But this Self-denying Virtue is all over beſore the 
Play begins; the firſt Time of her Appearance, we dif. 
cover that ſhe is almoſt weary of uſing her Lover ill, for 
the Sake of a Huſband who knew not how to uſe her 
well. Belinda, her Niece, who lives with her, ſeems to 
encourage a Reſolution in her to accept of the Conſolati- 
an offered; and we find little, beſde the Shame of re. 
vealing an Affection ſhe has hitherto taken ſo much Pain 
to hide, that hinders her from running immediately into 
Corftant's Arms. She determines however to be leſs Scru- 
Pulous than ſhe has been accuſtom'd; and hearing Sir Jobs 
ſay, one Day at Dinner, that he expected him to came 


that Afternoon with a Friend of his, call'd Hear!free, in- 


ſtead of quitting the Room, ſhe ordered her Maid to bring 
her Werk, and ſeated herſelf with Belinda, expecting 


their Approach; In the mean Time, to divert them- 


ſelves aud vex Sir Jeb», who was then ſmoaking, 
they rail'd againſt Tobacco till they provok'd him to 
throw his Pipe at them, and ſtart up in a Rage to drive 
them out of (be Room; in running from him they meet 
the two Gentlemen, who appear concerned to ſee this 
Quarrel, and Sir Joh» being ſoon after ſent for abroad, 
they ſtay and entertain the Ladies. 

Belinda talks to Heartfree, to give Confient the better 


Opportunity of addrefling her Aunt ; her Wit and Gay- 


ety make an Impreſſion on his Heart, which, till he be- 
came acquainted with her, he thought himſelf ſecure from 
ever feeling ; and Belinda finds ſomething in him that 
renders her yet more willing than before, to forward La- 
dy Brutt's Intrigue with Conflant ; becauſe jt promiſes 
her the Opportunity of Converſing with his agreeable 


Friend, 
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Friend. Both of them avewing their Inclinations to each. 
other, and expreſſing an equal Impatience to ſee the rwa. 
Gallants again: Lady Arure writes to Conflant, deſiring 
him, with his Friend Heartfree, to come to Sprivg Gar- 
den, at Eight the ſame. Evening, where they will God 
two Women to entertain them. | 
As this Letter is without a Name, the Gentlemen have 
ſame Diſpute whether they: ſhall accept the Invitation or 
not; but, as much in Love as they are, the Paſſion has 
not ſo entirely extinguiſhed all others in their Breaſts, as 
to leave Curioſty no Part. They fail not the Aſſigna- 
tion at the appointed Hour, and Lady Brute and Belinda, 
Maſk'd and dreſt in mean tawdry Habits, ſoon accoſt them. 

After a little Chat, Sir Ja, who being half drunk, hap- 
pens to ſtroll that Way, joins Company, and offers Cox - 


flant and Heartfree to treat them and their Women, 


whom he takes for common Strumpets, if they will go 
with him to a Tavern; bat the two Friends having the 
ſame Opinion of the Ladies he has, excuſe themſelves 
from accompanying him but are content to leave them 
to hi Difpoſal z on which, be lays Hands on his Wife 
and Niece, and begins to hawl them in a rude Manner 3 
they break from him. and ſhewing their Faces to Coaſt ant 
and Heartfree, thoſe ſarprized Lovers tell Sir 7obn, that 
they are really Women of Diftinftion, whom they only 
intended to fright a little, and then obliged. him to leave 
the Place. {1 W771 EN 141 03 
This narrow Eſcape is not ſufficient to daunt our ad- 
venturous Ladies; they continue in the Garden, and 
Heartfree and Belinda, in good Nature to their Friends 
as well as to gratify their own private Inclinations, with- 
draw to another Walk. Conflant takes this Opportunity 
to renew his amorous Suit to Lady Brute: He preſſes, 
the refiſts, till his Deſires growing more violent, he per- 
ceives her Virtue becomes leſs ſtrong in Proportion, and 
is embolden'd to draw her half yielding, half refuſing into 
a cloſe Arbour ; where, as they are juſt entering, two Wo- 
men burſt out upon them, and with a Laugh, which de- 
monſtrates all that paſſed between them has been over- 
heard, a little damps the Lovers Ardor, and preſerves che 
Lady's Honour for this Time. | 
The Perſons who had given this ſeaſonable Interrupti - 
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on, were ſuch, whoſe Diſpoſitions rendered them the 


moſt dangerous of any to have a Secret of this Nature in 


Poſſeſſion. The one was a near Neighbour of Lady 
Brute, call'd Lady Fancifu/; a Woman of ſuch conſum- 
mate Vanity, that ſhe imagined her Wit and Beauty had 
a Right to univerſal Adoration ; and when ſhe found her 
ſelf deprived of it by the Charms of any other, was ſure 
to blaſt the Reputation of her envied Rival : The other 
was a French Madamoiſeile that waited on her; a Creature, 
whoſe Soul ſeem'd divided wholly between Miſchief and 
Intrigue. ' Heartfree had given this fine Lady ſome little 
Reaſon to believe him one of her Devotees ; that is, he 
had praiſed her Beauty, Shape, Wit, and, indeed as the 
greateſt Proof of good Will, had endeavoured to make 
her ſenſible of the Follies of her Affectation; but growing 
more negligent of late, ſhe preſently imagined it muſt be 
occaſioned by ſome new Face ; and reſolving to find out 
the Woman if poſſible, had watched him the whole Day 
in a Diſguiſe, till ſhe ſaw all the abovementioned Paſſages, 
not only between him and Belinda, but alſo thoſe of Con- 
flant and Lady Brute. She immediately knew them, 
notwithitanding their Difguiie ; and, hating the Aunt for 
the Niece's Sake, meditated nothing but Revenge on 
both. To favour her Deſigns, Raſor, Valet de Cban- 
bre to Sir John Brute, was paſſionately in Love with 
Made moiſelle her Woman, ſhe makes her the Vehicle to 
convey all that happened in Spring-garden to this Fellow, 


who receives a ſtrict Injunct ion from his French Miſtreſs, - 


to relate it to his Maſter; neither of them diſobey Or- 
ders, and Sir Jol is inform'd of every Particular. 
While Lady Farcifu! and her Emiſſary are thus em- 
ployed, Lady Brute and Belinda are paſſing their Time 
very agreeably in the Company cf. their Lovers, who 
confident that Sir John would not come home till late, 
they have permitted to attend them home. Sir Jabs is 
engaged indeed for ſome Time, in ſcow'rihgithe Streets, 
breaking Windows, robbing a poor Taylor of his Wife's 
Gown, which he was carrying, home, putting it on, and 
playing many extravagant Pranks in that Habit, in ſo 
much that he is carried before a Juſtice, but ſoon dil- 
charged falls into other Company, where growing trou- 
bleſome, is kicked out, and reels home. Lady * 
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Maid gives Notice of his Approach; and Conflant and 
Heartfree, having no Opportunity of getting out of the 
Houſe unſeen. by him, run into the Cloſet. Sir John 
calls for cold Tea, and will not be perſuaded but that his 
Wife has ſome in her Cloſet, ſhe tells him ſhe has loſt the 
Key, on which he burſts open the Door with his Foot, 
and diſcovers the two Gentlemen: He was not quite ſo 
ſtupid as to believe they came to that Place only to ſay 
their Prayers ; but the Neceſſity of Fighting ef 
worſe to him than that of Cuckoldom, he ſpoke little of 


- his Mind while they were in Preſence; and Lady Brute 


afterward aſſuring him that the whole Buſineſs was an in · 
tended Marriage between Heartfree and Belinds, give: a 
Sort of an Excuſe to his pacifick Behaviour, The Truth 
is, that young Lady reſolves to beſtow herſelf and Fortune, 
which is no leſs than ten thouſand Pounds, on Heartfree, 
tho' a younger Brother; and Lady Brute writes an Ac- 
count of her Condeſcenſion io Conſtant, who is deſired 
to come the next Day with his Friend, and back the 
Truth of what ſhe has ſaid, in Order to remove all Jealou- 
ſy in Sir John. 

The News of this Marriage reaching Lady Fanciful, 
the preſently ſets about the breaking it off, and having 
contrived a Stratagem which ſhe thinks Plauſible enough 
to ſucceed, ſhe no ſooner hears that Conflant and Heart - 
Free are at Sir John's, than ſhe ſends a Letter to the Lat- 


ter, importing that Belinda has been debauched, has one 


Child at Nurſe, and is pregnant with another. At the 
ſame Moment ſhe goes herſelt in a Diſguiſe to Belinda, 
tells her that Heartfree is already married: That ſhe 
herſelf is his Wife, but fears he will murder her, if con- 
vinced that ſhe has revealed the Secret. Both Parties ſuf 
fer themſelves to te impoſed upon by this Deceit, groſs 
as it is, and are entered into a downright Quarrel one with 
the other, when Raſor, all on a ſudden ſtruck with Re- 
morſe for the Part he has ated, puts on Sackcloth, and 
in that penitential Habit confeſſes his Fault, and drags in 
Lady Fanciful and Mademoiſeile unmaſk'd. to confirm the 
Truth of his Confeſſion. Sir John now again begins to 
fatter himſelf that his Wife is honeſt, and is entirely re- 
conciled to Conſtant; which with the Marriage of Heart- 
free and Belinda, concludes the whole Buſineſs of this Re: 
preſentation. The 
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The Recruiting Officer : 
A COMEDY. 


By Mr. FarRQuHAR, 


— —— 


HE Scene of this celebrated Play lies in Shrewſbury, 
where two Recruiting Officers are come down, 


— 


Thbe one is called Captain Plume, the other Captain Bra- 


zen, Gentlemen of very different Characters and Behavi · 
our. — The one is a Man of Vivacity and Spirit, but 
knows how to raſtrain it at proper Times ;---- the other 
has a conſummate Impudence, and is a moſt concrited, 
bragging, lying, cowardly Coxcomb, -—- Plume has been 
in this Place ſome Time before, and commenced a Court- 
ſhip with Silvia, a young Lady of a great dealſof Wit, 
and Daughter to a Juſtice of the Peace, and a Man of 
good. Eſtate, called Balance ; ſhe loves him, but not with 
a whining Paſſion, and though ſhe does not ſeem to have 
grieved much for his Abſence, is heartily rejoiced at his 
Return. Vorthy, a Gentleman of that Country, is ve- 
ry paſſionately in Love with Melinda, a Relation of Sil 


ſhe had too ſmall a Fortune for him to think of making 
her his Wife, therefore had endeavcured to gain her up- 
on other Terms; but on the Death of a Relation, ſhe 
becoming Miſtreſs of twenty thouſand Pounds, he of late 
Had converted his Addreſſes into an honourable Suit; 
but ſhe appears no more in Haſte to be a Vie, than a 
Miſtreſs, and keeps him at a very great Diſtance: Cap- 
tain Brazen on his coming into that Part of the Country, 
alſo makes Love to her, which ſhe encourages, not out of 
any Liking of his Perſon or Parts, both of which ſhe has a 
juſt Contempt for, but merely to give Worthy Pain. 
Soon after the Arrival of Captain P/ume, the two La- 
dies have a Quarrel with each other, and Melinda is ſo 
much . piqued at ſomething &, has ſaid to her, 2 


At the Time he was firſt acquainted with her, 
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he reſolves to be revenged, and to that End writes a 


Letter to Juſtice Ba/lance, informing him that Plume has 
2 diſhonourable Deſign on his Daughter, and adviſing 
kim to ſend her into the Country till he has left Shreaw/- 
bury : Ballance gives Credit to this, and obliges her to 
go immediately, obliging her firft to make a ſolemn 
Promiſe never to give herſelf to any Man without his 
Conſent. As he never approved of her marrying a 
Gentleman of the Army, though he has a great Kind- 
neſs for Plume, he is now more averſe to it, having re- 
ceived an Account of the Death of his only Son, by 
which Accident ſhe is ſole Heirefs of twelve hundred 
Pounds a Year; befides, he is a little incenſed againſt the 
Captain, for having had, as he is made to believe, a 
dihonourable Defign upon his Daughter. —— Being, 
however, a Gentleman of good Senſe, he is ready to 
make a reaſonable Allowance for the ungovernable 
Warmth of Youth, and thinking Silvia ſafe enough, be- 
haves to Plume with the ſame Candour and good Humour 
he had ever done. 1 

Silvia, in the mean Time, who had Love enough te 
hazard every Thing, and Wit enough to contrive any 
Stratagem to accompliſh her Defigns, went down indeed, 
to the Country Seat, but was no ſooner there, than 
dreſſing herſelf in a Suit of Cloaths that had been her 
Brother's, ſhe quitted the Country, and returned to 
Threw/bury, where counterfeiting the Rake, the play'd 
a thouſand mad Pranks, till ſhe got herſelf taken up by 
a Conſtable, by a Warrant from her Father; ſo many 
Complaints being made of her Behaviour, the Juſtice 
commits her, with other Recruits, to the Care of Captain 
Pl.me, and being thus diſpoſed on, falfils her own Deſire, 
and at the ſame Time the Promiſe ſhe made her Father, 
never to diſpoſe of herſelf without his Conſent. s 

The Captain, however, is ignorant of all this, and is 
far from ſuſpeRing he has his Miſtreſs in his Power, un- 
der the Appearance of a young Soldier ; but ſoon after 
ſhe is ſo, Juſtice Ba/lance receives an Account of her be- 
ing gone from his Houſe, and taken with her a Habit 
had been made for her Brother a little before his Death. 
The Deſcription of the Suit convinces him that 1 = 
725 : . herle 
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herſelf whom he had thus diſpoſed on ; and the Thought 
he had been thus impoſed upon, is yet more mortify. 
ing to him, than the Choice he has made of an Officer 
for a Huſband, He imagines the Contrivance of this 
Plot was the Captain's, but willing to be aſſured he ſend 
for him, aſks him ſome Queſtions concerning the young 
Fellow, which the other anſwers readily to ; he then 
tells him, that he has diſcovered him to be the only Son 
of a Gentleman of a good Eſtate, and demands of Plane 
what he will take for his Diſcharge ? on which he tells 
him he will not part with him under a hundred Pounds, 
Ballance readily agrees to give it, but the Captain find- 
ing he is intereſted in the Affair, will accept no Money, 
but makes a Preſent of his Diſcharge to the Juſtice, 
who by this Behaviour, being aſſured he had no Hand 
in the Stratagem. is at the ſame Time perfectly charmed 
with the Generoſity of it, in ſo much, that after having 
diſcovered to him, who ſhe is, gives her freely to him, 
As this Play has a double Plot, I have begun with that 
which appears to me to be the Principal, and ſhall now 
proceed to the other. 
Melinda, as it has been before obſerved, encouraging 
the Addreſſes of Captain Brazen, Captain Plume, in or- 
der to ſerve his Friend Mr. Worthy, accoſts her in the 
Preſence of that Coxcomb in a gailant Manner ; Brazen, 
to ſhew his Courage before the Lady, challenges him 
to fight, on which, being frighted, ſhe runs off, ieeing 
Worthy at a Diſtance.— — Brazen has then no longer 
any Valour when ſhe is not Witneſs of it, and reconcile 
himſelf to Plume; Lucy, Melinda's Maid, however, har: 
ing a Deſign to get Brazen for herſelf, pretends her 
Lady is in Love with him, and writes a Letter to 
him in her Name, appointing him to mees her at 2 
Place therein mentioned. Melinda be'ng ſorry for the 
Injury ſhe had. done her Couſin Silvia, by writing 
to her Father, reſolves to viſit her in the Country, 
and aſk her Pardon; ſhe permits Martby to accompany 
her on Horſeback. Lucy takes this Opportunity of ber 
Lady's intended Abſence, to appoint Brazen to come to 
a Place ſhe mentions, where ſhe afiures him Melinda will 
be With a Clergyman and marry him. His Vanity will 
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aut permit him to keep his imaginary good Fortune 2 
Secret, he diſcovers it to Plume, and Plume immediate- 
ly acquaints his Friend Worthy of it; but he believes 
nota Word of it; and tells him the Impoſlibility of 
what he ſays to be Matter of Fact, becauſe he is going 
that very Moment to attend Melinda to ber Couſin Si- 
via ; but while the two Friends are debating on the 
Matter, a Servant from Melinda comes to acquaint him, 
that his Lady's Mind was changed, and ſhe did not go 
2 ſhe deſigned.—— This Meſſage makes him indted 
imagine, that the flattering Hopes ſhe had given him, 
was no more than a Feint that ſhe might meet -and 
marry Brazen with the greater Secrecy, on which he 
is fired with the utmoſt Rage and Indignation and flies 
where Plume had ſaid they were to meet. ——There he 
indeed finds Brazen and a Woman maſk'd, whom tak. 
ing for Melinda, he offers Brazen a Piſtol, holding ano- 
ther in his Hand, and ſwearing that he muſt not ho 
to carry off that Lady, without having firſt 3 
Rival, who would relinquiſh his Pretenſions to her no 
other way. On this Lucy plucks off her Maſk, and 
confeſſes the Deception ſhe had made uſe on to get a 
Huſband. | 

Melinda preſently after comes in, and informs Worthy, 
that the Reaſon ſhe had put off her Journey to Silvia, 
was becauſe ſhe had juſt then heard that Lady had left 
the Country, and wa? gone no body could tell whither ; 
on this they both go to Mr. Ballance's, where they 
find Plume and Silvia, and are made acquainted with the 
whole Affair. Melinda weary of coquetting, now con- 
ſeſſes the Regard ſhe has always had for Worthy, and 
conſents their Marriage ſhall be ſolemnized on the ſame 
Day with that of Si and Plume. 

There are beſides theſe two grand Deſigns ſome leſſe 
ones tending to gin Recruits ; yet at the ſame Time are 
alſo conducive ſome Way or other to the better car- 
trying on the main Buſineſs :—— Such as Serjeant Kite 
pretending to tell Fortunes; Silvia in Men's Cloaths 
making Love to Reſe, a preity Country Girl ;—— Cap- 
tain Plume, cajoling Bullock, Coflar Pearmain, and Tho- 
mas Appletree, with ſeveral other little Incidents which 
are extremely diverting in the Repreſentation, and all 
together 


— — — — 


to us juſt as they are in themſelves. 
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together ſerve to render this Comedy as entertaini 
any one I know of, that the Stage for many Years ha 
had to boaſt of, and I believe will always continue to 
be fo ; at leaſt while there are any Military Gentlemen 
in the Kingdom, Ladies who delight in the Sight of t 
Red Coat and Feather ; or, in fine, while there remain 
any Lovers of true Nature in a Dramatick Performance, 


—_—_— 
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The REHEARSAL: 
A COMEDY. 


FO OO I = 


By the Duke of Buck iN GHAMu. 
HIS Dramatick Repreſentation, though, in Reality, 
no more than a Satire on the Abſurdities and 80. 
leciſm in the Plots, and Bombaſt in the Diction of 
many of our moſt celebrated Plays of the laſt Age, yet 
as it was the firſt Invention of this Kind, could not fail 
of meeting its deſerved Applauſe, and has ever fince 
ſupported its Character, as much by the many feeble 
Attempts have been made to imitate it, as by the great 
Jaſtneſs in the Choice of thoſe particular Pieces, or Parts 
of Pieces, which ſtood in need of ſo maſterly a Hand to 
corre them. 
It muſt be acknowledged, that Criticiſm conveyed 
this Way, muſt have a greater Effect than thoſe which 
are communicated to us only by Peruſal ; becauſe, as1 


* 


imagine, what paſſes tbrough the Eye reaches the Heart 


more forcibly, and makes a more laſting Impreſion on 
it, than any Thing which has the Ear for its Canal 
How ſtrongly, therefore, muit that affect, which takes 


in both theſe Senſes at the ſame Time.—— When we 
are not only told ſuch and ſuch Things ought to be con- 
demned, but we ſee and hear the Faults, ſtript of the 


Arts with which they have been diſguiſed, and preſented 
| Thoſe 
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Thoſe unnatural Rants, whining Declarations, and 
edious Soliloquies, which in the Love-fick Herces of 
ſome Plays, were doubtleſs received by an unthinkin 
Audience with Applauſe, ſhew how little they WI 
it, when put into the Mouths of Prince Volſcius and 
Prince Prettyman. Thoſe ſudden, and in Reality, 
impracticable Turns, to which the Poets give the Name 
of fine and ſurprizing Incidents, are admirably delineated 
io the depoſing the two Kings of Brentford, the diſguiſed 
Army at Knight/oridge, and the Battle of the Cheſſea and 
Putncy Recruits; and indeed all thoſe Events which 
moved our Wonder, and excited our Applauſe, are diſ- 
covered by this Picture of them, to be worthy only of 
being laughed at and ridiculed. 

Bays, the ſuppoſed Author of the enſuing Farce 
which is to be rehearſed, brings two Gentlemen his 
Friends to ſee the laſt Prad ice of it, and in his Charac- 
ter is finely deſcribed the Vanity and Tenaciouſneſa 
which an ignorant Poet has of his own Works, and 
the little Regard ſome, even of the beſt and moſt 
learned, have teſtified for any Thing beyond Sound and 
dhew. | 
Mr. Johnſon and Mr. Smith are repreſented as Men 
of Senſe, and as they are ſuch, cannot but be very much 
tired with the Entertainment to which Bays has invited 
them ; in ſpite of their good Manners, they ſometimes 
alk Queſtions, which the Poet, not knowing bow to an- 
ſwer, thinks impertinent, and make frequent Obſerva- 
tions that a little ruffle him, but he ſoon ſinks into a 
Calm, and contents himſelf with pitying.——'Tis well 
If this Character does not hit many an Author ſince thoſe 
the Duke had in his Eye at writing the Rehearſal. 

The ſuppoſed Poet begins his Play with a Whiſper 
between the Gentleman Uſher, and the Phyſician to the 
two Kings of Brentford, after which they accc ſt each 
Qher in a ſolemn Form. — then whiſper to each 
other alternately, uttering between while ſome art. culate, 
tho" not intelligible Sounds, and then go off whiſperi 
After this the two Kings come in Hand in 
are ſurprized at the Whiſpers of the others, fear 2 
ve plotting againſt them, but promiſe to ſtand by 


q9.her, 
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other, and then Exeunt. — Then enters Prince Prey 
man, Who is in Love with one Cloris; on ſeeing her 
come in, he lies down, and falls faſt aſleep, on which 
ſhe makes a Soliloquy in Rhime, and leaves the Place, 


in his Sleep, wakes, ſtarts up, and runs away to put 
it into Execution. —— Then comes in the Gentleman 
Uſher and Phyſician, they ſuſpect their late Whiſpers 
were overheard by the two Kings, ſo ſeize on their 
Thrones at once, to prevent being diſappointed here. 
after. — A Courier comes in, who is ſo much ſurprized 
at ſecing them there, that he ſcampers away, and the 
Uſurpers brandiſh their Swords, and march off in 
Triumph. —— After this eight Soldiers enter, they fight 
four againſt four, and are all killed, then riſe and dance 
off the Stage. Poor Bays in teaching them ſome Steps, 
= down, breaks his Noſe, and runs off for wet brown 
aper. 5 
What is called the third Act, begins with Bays hav. 
ing plaiſtered his Noſe..— They fit down, and Prince 
Prettyman, and Tom Thimble his Taylor, who not hav- 
ing been paid for making his Coronation Suit, is a 
little ſmart upon him : They go off, however, very 
good Friends, and give Place to the two Uſurpers, who 
ſeem under a Concern for the Abſence of Prince Vl. 
FS ius. A Meſſenger informs them that the Prince has 
ſent them News, that a fair Lady ſenſible of ſome Fault 
ſhe has been guilty of, has attempted to lay violent 
Hands on her own Life, and that himſelf is gone to 
Piccadilly, on which the Uſurpers go out in deep Me- 
lancholy.- Then comes in Amarylli; ; a Soldier 
acquaints her the Aſſaſſin is taken, on which a Fiſher- 
man is brought in, ſhe interro2ates him, then ſends 
him to be tortured till he confeſs who ſet him on to 
murder Prince Velſtius, or Prince Prettyman, for Mr. 
Bays does not acquaint his Friends which of theſe two 
was the deſtined Victim. Prince Prettyman enters im- 
mediately, however, and is in a great Rage that the 
Fiſherman, who he believes to be his Father, is thus 
uſed ; but Tom Thimble comes to him and tells him, that 
he is not the Son of the Fiſherman ; on which K — 
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till more grieved, as fearing he ſhould be found by and 
by to be the Son of nobody. On his leaving the Stage, 
we find Prince Volſcius on it in a great Hurry, who 
Mr. Bays ſays is going to head an Army that waits for 
him at Knightſoridge. — — Amaryliis, Cleris, and other 
Ladies, with whom it ſeems he is a Favourite, perſuade 
him not to leave them, but all in vain, till Parthenope 
enters, Who tells him her Mother ſells Ale by the Town 
walls; he falls deſperately in Love with her, and is ſo 
divided between his Honour and his Paſſion, that he can 
in Effect yield thoroughly :o.neither, but goes out hop- 
ping, with one Boot on and the other off, 

The fourth Act preſents us with the Funeral of Lar- 
lla, who was the Lady Piince Velſcius had ſent an 
Account of to the Uſurpers. -— They mourn over her, 
and are going to kill themſelves upon her Coffin; but 
Pallas comes in, and prevents them, tells them that 
Lardella is not dead, and opens the Coffin, which inſtead 
of her Body, diſcovers a Banquet. As they are 
eating and drinking, Drawcanſi » enters, who drinks up 
all the Wine, becauſe he is a Hero, and the two Uſur- 
pers ſneak off, with all their Guards, for Fear of him, 
As ſoon as he has filled his Belly he ſwaggers off, 
The next who appear are Prince Velſcius and Prince 
Prettyman, who quarrel about the Beauty of their Miſ- 
treſſes in Verſe, and were likely to have fought, if the 
Poet had not parted them ſomewhat abruptly. 

The fifth A& diſcovers the uſurping Kings, with a full 
Court of Lords and Ladies, but the two lawful Kings 
deſcend in a Cloud, and fright them away. — — They go 
into their Thrones, then ariſe and dance with the La- 
dies, after which they ſend Money to the Army in Diſ- 
guiſe, with which they getting drunk, fall to quarrelling 
among themſelves for want of Enemies, and the Kings 
retire for Fear of Miſchief. —— The Moon, Earth and 
Sun come in and dance the Hays, which occaſions an 
Eclipſe, and puts a Stop to the Battle. 

The Players being in Haſte to go to Dinner, do not 8 
quite through this laſt Act, but one of them reads the Ar- 
gument ; which is, that Prince Prettzyman being going 

| | to 
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to Church to marry his Miſtreſs, meets old Joes the 
Chandler Woman in his Way, and remembering that 
it was by her Means he became acquainted with his 
Charmer, in pure Gratitude marries her ; on which the 
Lady kills herſelf, Bays is enraged at the Players for 
ſett ing ſo ſlightly by his Work, and takes it away, ſwear. 
ing he never more will write for any Stage. 


the REL A P S E;: 
OR, | 


VIRTUE in DANGER, 
A COMEDY. 


By Sir Jonn Vanzsrrucn. 
| IS Play is called the Sequel of Lowe's laft Shift, 
1 | or, the Fool in Faſbion, but I cannot help ſaying 
that it is very deficient, in the Moral, from tbe former, 
fince in the other we ſee Vice reclaimed, as we have 
Cauſe to hope, entirely. In this we ſee the reformed 
Libertine rel-pſe ; and to add to the Viees of his Con- 
fitution, Baſeneſs and Ingratitude to the beſt of Wires 
/ annexed :——— We ſee even Virtue in ſuch a Danger of 
falling, as I think it was not the Buſineſs of a Poet to 
reduce it. We ſee alſo the very worſt Actions that 
the moſt profligate of Woman-kind can be guilty &, 
adorned and illuſtrated with all that would otherwiſe 
render the Character amiable, and which is too apt to 
appear ſo to an ill-judging, or unthinking Audience.— 
But it is not my Buſineſs to criticiſe on what the Dram? 
20g but to relate it as it is, and give the Reader 
eave to make his own Reflections on it. 
The firſt Scene diſcovers Lowele/s and Amanda in that 


happy Situation which it were to be wiſhed all married 
People 


6 
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People were, perfectly fond of each other, and each en- 
dteavouring only to outvie the dear Partner in Demon- 
frations of Love and Tenderneſs, — — A Bufineſs of 
ome Moment demanding the Preſence of Leveleſt in 
Town, Amanda is fearful left that Scene of diffolute 
Pleaſures ſhould tempt him to be once more a Partaker 
of them; he gently chides her Apprehenſions, and af- 
ſures her, that it is not poſſible for any Thing to render 
him guilty either of Word or Action to the Prejudice of 
her Peace, or his own Vows. On this ſhe ſeems more 
eaſy, and promiſes never to entertain any jealous 
Thooghts, but to accompany him to Longor, and while 
they continue there, to live as People cf their Faſhion 
are expected to do. With this Reſolution they go off. 

The ſhifting of the Scene brings us to Viteball Stairs, 
where we ſee young Faſhion (Brother to Sir Nowelty 
Faſhion in Lowe's laſt Shift, but juſt created Lord Fop- 
ying/on in this Play) juſt landed, with his Man Lory, but 
not ſo much Money in either of their Pockets, as will 
pay the Waterman his Fare, and the Portmanteau is left 
with him by way of Pledge. —— This Gentleman has 
much better Senſe than his elder Brother, is a Man of 
Pleaſure, but no Fop.—— He is juſt arrived from his 
Travels, where having lived in a more genteel Manner, 
than a poor Annuity of two hundred Pounds a Year, 
which was all he had, would admit of, he had been 
obliged to mortgage it, and that Money being all ſpent, 
he returned home, in the Hope his Brother would give 
him five hundred Pound to redeem it. 

With this Expectation he goes to wait upon him, tells 
him his Neceſſities, and makes his Requeſt; but his 
Lordſhip is ſo taken up with his Tay lor, Perriwig- 
maker, Sempſtrefs, and others who attend his Levee on 
the important Affair of Dreſs, that he has ſcarce Time 
to bid his Brother Welcome after a three Years Ab- 
fence : and when the other with much ado makes him 
liſten to the Favour he has to aſk of him, he gives a flat 
Refuſal at once, and leaves him as ſoon as he has got 
himſelf dreft.——This Treatment is reſented by young 
Faſbion as it deſerves, and he meditates on nothing but 


Revenge. 
2 As 
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As he is in this Diſpoſition, Coupler, a Match-maker 
with whom he is a great Favourite, comes in, and heat 
ing how his Brother has behaved, offers him his Agig. 
ance to return it in Kind, by this Means, He has lately 
been employed in negotiating a Marriage between Lord 
Foppington, and* Miſs Heyden, the only Daughter and 
Heireſs of Sir Tanbe/ly Clum/y, a Country Baronet : They 
have never ſeen each other, but every Thing is agreed 
upon by Letters, which all paſs through Coupler's Hands, 
and the Lord is to go down in a Fortuight to Sir Tunbel. 
's Seat, in order to be married there. Coupler pro- 
Poſes to young Facbion to aſſume his Brother's Name 
and Title, and go and marry the Heireſs in his Stead.— 
The young Gentleman joyfully accepts the Offer, and 
| ſets out immediately, in order to put this Stratagem into 
Execution. 
Loveleſi and Amanda are by this Time in Town. 
She is not without her Fears of his Relapſe, which are 
greatly encreaſed by his ſpeaking with too much Warmth 
of the Beauty of a young Lady he had fat near 
the Night before at the Playhouſe; ſhe is alarmed, 
and aſks him, with ſome Emotion, who this fine Crea- 
ture was; he tells her he is intirely ignorant, and proteſts 
he made not the leaſt Enquiry concerning her. While 
they are in this little Diſpute, Berinthia, a Kinſwoman 
of Amanda's, whom ſhe has not ſeen of a long Time, 
comes in to viſit her. — Loveleſs is very much diſor- 
dered, this being the very Lady who had ſo much 
charmed him at the Play; but his Wife does not per- 
ceive the Changes in his Countenance, being taken up 
with receiving her fair Couſin, whom ſhe is ſo fond on, 
that ſhe will needs perſuade to ſtay with her all the 
Time ſhe continues in Town ; and thus unwarily is 
herſelf acceflary to the Misfortune ſhe ſo much dreaded 
ſhould come upon her. 
 Serinthia is a very young Widow, Town-bred, amo- 
rous, vain, and regards nothing but the Gratification of 
her own Humour and Inclinations ; ſhe has had an In- 
trigue with Worthy, a Gentleman of Fortune, but weary 
of his Wife, and inconſtant in his Nature to all Woman- 
kind. ——Berinthia much of the ſame Temper in that 
WF. particular, 
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icular, they grew alſo tired of each other much at 
he fame Time, ſhe ſoon diſcovers the Paſſion Lowel:/ſ5 
has for her, and reſolves to return it. —— Worthy falls 
paſſionately in Love with Amanda, and Berinthia, the 
better to conceal her own Amour with the Huſband, 
affits Northy in his Deſigns on the Wife. To this End 
he is always praiſing him to her Couſin, and magnifying 
the Eſteem he has for her, till her Words and his own Be- 
haviour have ſo much Effect as to inſpire her with all the 
Friendſhip a Woman of Virtue can have for a Man who 
is not her Huſband, Lord Fopping ton, tho* more out of 
the Ambition of being thought in the good Graces of 
all the fine Women in the Town, than any real Paſſion, 
makes his Addreſſes to Amanda, tells her he dies for 
her, and ſqueezes her Hand before her Huſband, on 
which ſhe being ſurprized and incenſed, gives him a 
Box on the Ear. Loveleſs certain by this Action that 
he has affronted his Wife, draws his Sword, Lord Fop- 
ing ten does the ſame, they fight, and the Peer is diſarmed 
and lightly wounded. 

Young Faſhion with Nis Man Lory are now arrived at 
dir Tunbelly's—— The Excuſe he makes to the old Man 
for coming ſo much before the Time, in whick he was 
expected, and alſo for being ſo thinly attended, was 
a Whim, he ſaid, that came into his Head to ſur- 
prize him, and at the ſame to prove the violent Paſſion 
he bad for his fair Daughter, by the Deſcription his 
Friend Coupler had given of her. The old Knight, 
who we muſt ſuppoſe none of the wiſeſt, ſwallows this 
for Truth, receives him as Lord Feppington, and intro- 
duces him to Miſs Heyden, whoſe Character exactly 
anſwers to her Name; ſo nothing more need be ſaid 
of it, | 

Our younger Brother fearful of the Elder's Arrival 
before he had accompliſhed his Buſineſs, preſſes Sir Tun- 
belly for the Ceremony of Marriage to be immediately 
performed ; but the Knight will by no Means conſent 
that his Heyden ſhall be diſpoſed of in ſo private + 
Manner ; he intends to have the whole Country at the 
Wedding, and will hear nothing on what the wou'd-be 
Rridegroom ſays to him on that Head, The Time 
* which 
\ 
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'which ſuch mighty Preparations muſt take up, will nec 
ſarily ruin the Defigns of young Fon ; he very 
knows his Brother will be there before the Time 

by Sir Twnbelly, and conſequently all muſt infallibly b 
diſcovered. To prevent which there is no other Wa 
than to prevail on Miſs Heyden to marry him withoy 
her Father's Knowledge; to this ſhe readily enough 
| conſents, being in no leſs Hurry for a Huſband, than! 
is to make ſure of an Eſtate; but the Nurſe and th 
Chaplain muſt be wrought upon, which ſeems a littl 
difficult at firſt, but they are at length perſuaded, the 
one by a Purſe of Gold, and the other by the Promiſe 
.of a fat Benefice. | 

Immediately after they are married comes Lord Fr. 
pington in good Earneſt, with a prodigious Retinue.— 
Young Faßbion perſuades Sir Twnbelly that he is ſome 
Impoſtor, who not knowing he was there incognito, had 
taken his Name upon him, in order to run away with 
his Daughter. _— This Plot has the defired EffeR; they 
admit Lord Foppington with a Deſign to puniſh him, but 
ſhut all his People out of Doors. e two Brothers 
face each other, but young Faſ5i2n maintains his Credit, 
and the noble Peer is confined in the Dog- Kennel, till 
Sir John Friendly, a Gentleman who lives in the Country, 
but knows Lord Foppingson well, is ſent for to unriddle 
this Matter, and end the Diſpute. - 
Young Faſhion is ſenſible all will be over when this 
Knight comes, therefore makes his man ſaddle the Horſes. 
privately, and both go out a Back-way, and make the 
beſt Speed they can to London. 

Sir Jobn Friendly being arrived, the real Lord F- 
pingtos is releaſed, whom the other aſſures Sir Tunbelh 
is the Perſon, on which the pretended Lord is called 
for, but he is now out of Reach. Pardon is beg'd of the 
Peer, a Reconciliation enſues, and Sir Turbelly magnifies 
his own Diſcretion, in not letting Heyden be married in 
ſuch Haſte as the former Pretender to her defret. 
Miſs, the Chaplain, and Nurſe, are now in the utmoſt 
Conſternation, but they all agree, that the old Knight 
hall be told nothing of what had paſt, —. 
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Thing ſhall go on as if no former Marriage had been; 


they not thinking it probable the Impoſtor will ever dare 
to claim her, for his own Lord Foppington, how- 


MY ever, takes it into his Head to have the Wedding ſolem- 


nized in London, which being agreed to by the Lady and 
her Father, they ſet out by all his Lordſhip's Re- 


LY tinue, and ſeveral of Sir Twnbelly's Servants, among whom 


are the Chaplain and Nurſe. 5A | 
Berinthia — Worthy 2 Wa no leſs buſy in 
ecuting their amorous Deſigns, young Faſbion has 
en in thoſe of his, Intereſt. ——That Lady havin made 
an Aſſignation with Lowele/7, tells his Wife that he has 
found out that he has an Intrigue, and alſo the Place where 
he meets his Miſtreſs Ananda is all Confuſion and 
Grief.———The other offers to place her where ſhe ſhall ſee 
them together, and enter the very Houſe, provided. ſhe 
will keep her Temper, and {wear not to follow them. 
Ananda agrees to it, and Berinthia having conducted her 
to the Place, leaves her there, on the Pretence of making 
further Enquiry for her Information, and then goes to 
Loveleſs, and having changed her Cloaths, and put on a 
Maſk; ſuffers the diſconſolate Wife to behold indeed her 
Huſband's Miſtreſs, tho little ſuſpected by her, to be no 
other than her Friend and Relation. 
Amanda having received this Proof of the Infidelity of 
Loveleſs, returns home in the moſt violent Agitations —— 
The Generoſity of her Behaviour to her Huſband ;—his 
ungrateful Return of it; — the ſincere Affection ſhe is 
made to believe Worthy bas for her; all come at once into 
ber Mind, and ſhe almoſt thinks ſhe ſhould be excuſable, 
if not wholly blameleſfs, if ſhe receded from that ſtrict 
Virtue ſhe had hitherto preſerved, and that ſhe was in a 
Manner releaſed from the Ties of conjugal Fidelity, ſince 
her Partner in them had with ſo little Scruple broke 
thorough them. | 
ile theſe dangerous Sentiments had Dominion over - 
her, Worthy, according to Berinthia's — * 2 
in, renews his Suit. prays . preſſes . urges the 
little Reaſon ſhe has to in her Affection to a Huſ- 
band fo little deſerving of it; illuſtrates the Violence of 
bis own Paſſion——vows everlaſting Conſtancy, and in- 
Wlable Secrecy in fine, <4 no Artifice unpraQuiſed 
| | | to 


Huſband, who had ſeemed ſo ſenſible and fo aſhamed o 
them, has in it ſomewhat ſhocking 3 and though it may 
. ſhew the Depravity of human Nature, and thus far be e 
teemed juſt, yet I think in a moral Repreſentation, ſuch 
as the Stage ought to be, he ſhould have been ſhewn all 


World, as well as to his Wife. Berinthia too, ſhould 


without ſuffering ſome little Shame before the Cloſe of tit 


of this ſo much adm 
Hlegance of it cannot atone for, 
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to accompliſh his Defires.——Reſentment fires, a grow. 
ing Inclination prompts, ——yet her Virtue. bears down 
all Temptations, and ſhe brayely refiſts. 
It muſt be confeſt this is a fine Scene, and indeed the 
only moral one in the whole Play ;-—it were to be 
' wiſhed the ingenious Author had contrived it ſo as to ren- 
der the Entertainment more of a Piece; but to proceed 
in the Hiſtory of it. 3: 

Lord Foppington's intended Bride, with her Father and 
EY being arrived at London, the Wedding is now 
to be folemnizes” ;——a great Company are invited, 

among whom are Loweleſi, Amanda, Berinthia, and Mor- 
thy : Soon after they are aſſembled, young Faſpion comes 
in with Coupter, challenges Miſs Hayden as his Wife, and 
for his Vouchers ap to the Chaplain and Nurſe, — 
Every one is furprized, but on hearing the whole Affair, 
: give it on the Side of the younger Brother.——Sir Tur- 
Selly is in a prodigious Rage, but ſeeing no Remedy, 
leaves the Stage in à Pet. Voung Faſhion ends the Play 
with a Kind of Prognoſtick of what is very likely to be 
the Conſequence of marrying. a Girl of Heyden 's Diſpoſi- 
tion, But we are left entirely in the. Dark, whether Love- 
lei, who J take to be the principal Character of the Men, 
at leaſt, thinks fit to return to his Turtle, or continues his 
criminal Converſation with her Couſin. 

However this Comedy may continue to pleaſe, I can- 

not help ſaying, that this Relapſe to his former Vices in 


either as penitent for it, or elſe expoſed to the whole 


methinks, not have carried on an Amour of this Kind 


Scene, according to poetical Juſtice. In a Word, ther 
is a bad Tendency, in my Opinion, through the Cond 
ired Piece, which the Wit an 
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REVENGE: 


A TRAGEDY. 


By the Rev. Dr. Youns. 


n 


— — 


HE Incidents of which this excellent Piece is com- 

| "poſed, happened at the Time when Spain was pur- 
ſuing her Conqueſts over the Moors; Alonzo, a very gal- 
lant Man, was General of the Forces, and was always 
very ſucceſsful, he flew Abdallah, their King, with his 
own Hand, and took his Son Zanga Priſoner, thought. 
without knowing him for the Prince, nor would the 
other's Pride ſuffer him to reveal his Birth, as he had ſeen 
all their Forces routed, their Kingdom laid deſolate, and 
himſelf in Captivity ; but continued with Alonzo as his 
Slave, hoping, ſome Time or other, to be able to find 
Means of Revenge, his Deſire of which was greatly 
heightened by a Blow the General had happened to give 
him in his Paſſion. For fix whole Years before the 
Commencement of the Scene had he languiſhed in this un- 
eaſy Situation, during which Time he wound extremely 
into his Favour, and was intruſted with all his Secrets. 

In another Incurſion made by the Moors, Alonzo was 
again victorious, but his deareſt Friend Don Carlos was 
made Priſoner, nor could any Efforts for a long Time re- 
leaſe him ; Letters, however, conſtantly paſſed between 
them, and the former being paſſionately in Love with Leo- 
nora, Daughter of Alvarez, conjured - Alonzo to ſee her 
often, and remind her of him : This Requeſt proved fatal 
to them all, and gave the cruel Zanga an Opportunity of 
ſatiating his Revenge at full. | 
Alonzo in ſolliciting the Cauſe of his Friend, loſes his 
own Heart, and Leonora, * had never any — 

2 or 
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for Carlos, becomes enamour'd of Alonxo; but the Gene. 
ral is too ſincere and generous to make any Declaration of 
his Love ; but what his Eyes, in ſpite of himſelf, reveal ; 
and the Moors having again rallied into a Body, he goes 
againſt them, hoping to loſe the Thought of Leonora.jn 
the Battle: He is attended with his accuſtomed Succels, 
and ſets his Friend and Rival at Liberty; though Zanga, 


in hope to ruin him that Way, had privately given the 


Enemy Intelligence of all his Motions. 

Don Carlos, on his Return, is received by Leonora with 
the teſt Coldneſs, but her Father knowing him im- 
menſely rich, inſiſts on her marrying him. Moſt ter- 
rible Conflicts between Love and Obedience rend her Breaſt, 
but at length the latter gets the better. She conſents, but 
in ſuch a Manner, as Erle plainly ſees her Inclination has 
no Share in the Promiſe ſhe makes. | 

Every Thing being ſettled in the Army, Alonxo comes 
home, and, in ſpite of all his Endeavours, as amorous as 
erer. Ile viſits Leonora, ſhe confeſſes a Paſſion for him; 
he no longer attempts to conceal what he feels for her, yet 
remains ſtedfaſt in his Friendſhip, reſolved to he miſerable, 
and what is more, to ſee the Idol of his Wiſhes ſo too, ra- 
ther than betray the Confidence Carlos has repoſed in him, 
Alt is not certainly in Nature, nor in Words, to work 
up a Scene more maſterly, more touching to the Paſſions 

than this ——Al, and much more than many Imagina- 
tions are delicate enough even to conceive of Love, Ho- 
nour, Friendſhip and Diftreſs, ſtrike here upon the Heart, 
and melt itainto Tenderneſs.—The ſublimeſt Virtue ſhines 
out in the Characters of both; alike amiable——alike un- 
happy——alike determined to be wretched, ſooner than 
uſt; and thus to ſee each other no more. 

"But now behold a wonderful Revolution, in their Fate. 
be whole Wealth and Effects of Carlos coming by 
Sea are loſt in a Storm, and with his Treaſures, his flat- 
ter d Hopes of Leonora alſo; the avaritious Afvarez, who 
was ſo much determined to marry her to the rich Don Car- 
es, could not think of beſtowing her on him in 2 
and having heard of the Love 4lonzo has for her, is for 
— a Match between them on the very Day the 
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tranſported with Joy, yet at the ſame Time overwhelmed 
with Anguiſh for his Friend, and the Diſtraction of his 
Mind on this Occaſion, again ſhews the perfe& Knowledge 
the Author has of all the nobler Paſſions, — Zanga now 
begins his Work of Miſchief, . Maſter irreſolute, 
he urges the Charms of Leoxora, Obligations Car/as 
has to him, and the Impoſſibility of his being poſſeſt of 
the beauteous Prize ; then reminds him, that it he refuſes 
her, ſhe will be beſtowed on ſome other: All theſe Rea- 
ſons artfully inſinuated, joined with the Impulſe of his 
own Defires, and the Knowledge of Zeoxora's Love, at 
laſt determine him to accept a g which his Friend 
cannot enjoy; but yet not without that Friend's Conſent ; 
which how to aſk occafions ſtill a farther Debate within 


himſelf. ——Spur'd on by Zanga he forces himſelf to it, 


after various Reflections on the Oddneſs of his Fate. 
Carlos, who loves with the moſt violent Paſſion a Heart 
ean be capable of, is lamenting his hard Fate, and the 
ſordid Temper of Alvarez, when A4/ezzo comes to add 
new Weight to his Affliction.—— The Agonies with which 
he diſcloſes the Purport of his Vifit, ſhews the Friendſhip 
he retains for the unhappy Car/es, is no leſs ftrong in him 
than his Affection for Leanora, and the Force which the 
ether puts on himſelf to reſign that beautiful Maid, equally 
proves the Generofity and Gratitude of his Soal.——- The 
eruel Conteſt over, i goes to accept the Offer Aluaren 
has made him, and Carlos to the Army, in order to ſeck 
an honourable Period to that Life, which his Diſappoint- 
ments have rendered hateful to him. | 

The Marriage of Alonzo with Leonara is immediately 
folemnized, on which Zanga forges a Letter as from Don 
Carlos to her, containing a paſſionate Acknowledgment of 
paſt Tranſports, and makes /abel/a, his Miſtrefs, and an 
Attendant on Leonora, drop it in the Bride's Chamber, ſa 
that Alonxo may take it up. 

This Deſign ſucceeds according to the Wiſh of the cruet 
Contriver ; the Bridegroom finds it, is inflamed with jea- 
lous Rage on reading the firſt Line, in ſo much as not to 
be able to proceed; Zanga, who obſerves him from be+ 
hind, comes forward, and with a well diſſembled Concern 
tears the Letter, as if WE. being farther diſor- 

3 dered, 
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dered, but in Effect to raiſe his Fury to a greater Pitch; 
and alſo to hinder the Characters from being too nearly 
examined: When he finds 4/orzo in a Diſpoſition to believe 
any Thing, he tells him in broken Sentences, and as if 
he were loth to reveal ſo dreadful a Secret, that Carly 
had been admitted to Leonora at Dead of Night in the 
Garden ;——that he himſelf had watched them; that 
they had paſſed ſome Hours together ; that the Diſcourſe 
he heard between them was ſuch, as left him no room to 
doubt but that he had enjoyed her. The Manner in which 
he relates all this, is very maſterly, and ſuch as might have 
deceived a Man leſs fiery by Nature than Alonxo is de- 
ſcribed. : : 

The Conſequence of this ſuppoſed Diſcovery, is the 
prevailing on Alonzo to give Zanga Commiſſion to get Don 
Carles murdered, as he is on the Road to where the Army 
lay encamped, which he accordingly does, by ſending fix 
Ruffians, who overtake and kill him, after he had laid 
four of them dead in the unequal Combat. 

Rage and Diſtraction having now the ſole Dominion 
over the Mind of the beguiled Alonzo, he is worked up 
to deſtroy Leonora alſo, and to render his Revenge more 
poignant, he reſolves to kill her in that very Bower where 
he is made to believe ſhe had — 2 her Honour; ac- 
cordingly he appoints her to meet him there after Dinner, 
when he tells her he will unfold the Meaning of thoſe Starts 
of Paſſion ſhe had obſerved in him, and thought very 
ſtrange, eſpecially on the very Day of their Marriage. 

She is there before him, and overcome with the Heat of 
the Day, falls aſleep ——He enters with a Dagger in his 
Hand, and a Heart reſolved on her Deſtruction; but on 
looking on her relents. She awakes, is ſurprized at his 
Behaviour, which ſavours very much of Diſtraction, as ſhe 
is far from being able to gueſs the Meaning of it. He 
talks wildly for ſome Time, then drops the Dagger, and 
runs off. | \ a; 

Zanga, who has obſerved all, comes to her, and ac- 
quaints her with A/onzo's Jealouſy, and prevails on her to 
reproach him for it. She unhappily follows his Advice, 
which to the blinded Huſband ſeems a Confirmation of 
her Guilt: To add to it, he has juſt found a Picture of 


Don Carlos under her Pillow, where it had been laid by 
Jabella, 
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Iſabella, on the Commands of Zanga—This Picture 
Almzo ſhews to her, accuſes her in the moſt cruel Terms, 
the Pride of conſcious Virtue riſes in her Soul at this In- 
juſtice, and makes her Reply with ſome Diſdain.——He 
menaces her with Death, but Love ſtill holds his Hand, 
till ſhe, unable to brook his injurious Treatment, ſtabs 
herſelf, as the only Way ſhe can condeſcend to clear her 
Innocence to him, or Fame to the World, 

At this Sight all his Fury is diſarmed. and though 
he ſtill thinks her guilty, would give ten thouſand Worlds 
to fave her; he calls for Help, and ſhe is led off. 
Zanga that Moment enters, and to compleat the dire Re- 
venge he had projected, and inflict a yet ſeverer Torture 
than any the deceived Alonzo had yet endured, tells him 
his Wife is innocent, that all the Appearances againſt her 
were the Invention of his own Brain, for Retaliation of 
the Ruin of his Country, and. the Blow himſelf had re- 
ceived ; then diſcovers himſelf to be the Son of that 
Mooriſþ Monarch he had ſlain in Battle, and triumphs in 
having ſacrificed Don Carlos and Leonora to his Manes. 
It is utterly impoſſible for any Words, but thoſe of the 
excellent Author, to give any Idea of what ſuch a Man 
as Alonzo muſt feel, on the unravelling this horrid Myftery, 
ſo muſt refer all Deſcription to the Play itſelf.-—-—1/abel/a 
touched with Remorſe to ſee her Miſtreſs's dying Pan 
relates alſo the whole Story to Alvarez, who comes in 
with Attendants, ——They ſeize Zanga in order to ca 


| him to the Rack, but he retains his Intrepidity of Min 


and exulting in what he has done, defies all the Tortures 
they can prepare ; but when Alonzo ſtabs himſelf, and falls, 
his cruel Heart ſatiated with Revenge, feels ſome Con- 
cern ; he allows the Virtues of that Hero, and here, as 
indeed through all his Character, diſcovers a certain Great- 
neſs of Sentiment, which muſt convince every one, that 
had he not been unfortunate, he would not have . been 
wicked. And when we conſider that he was a Pagan, and 
that it belongs to Chri/ianity alone to forgive Injuries, and 
bear Afflictions with Fortitude and Reſignation, the Crimes 
which neither his Religion, Principles, nor Education, 
forbad him to be guilty of, will loſe very much of that 
deteſtable Dye they muſt of Neceſſity have worn under 
different Circumſtances, Db — 
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RICHARD HI. 


A TRAGEDY. 


Altered from SyakxesPear, by Mr. C1Bnen, 


a. 4. td. 1— 


IS excellent Dramatic Piece is not to be examined 
' by the Rules of the Criticks, being the Hiſtory of 
Yeats. and many remarkable Events, crowded to- 
er into an Evening's Entertainment; but the whole is 
executed in ſo maſterly a Manner, the colouring ſo fine, and 
the Choice of Incidents ſo. judieious, that the SpeRator's 
Mind willingly embraces the Deception, and critical Ni. 
Io 5 forgot or overlooked in che Abundance of its 
utiles. L 
The firſt AR of with an Account brought to 
King Henry VI. en a Priſoner in the Tower) of a 
Battle loſt to his Rival Edward IV. at Tewkeſeury, by his 
Son and Queeri, who were there tnade Priſoners, and the 
former murdered by Edward's Brothers, for ſome Expreſ- 
ions that were the Effect of his high Spirit and unconquer- 
ed Indignation. The pious King 1s painted full of that 
Meekneſs and * as well as, paternal Grief and 
Fondneſs, which diſtinguiſhed his Character. This fad 
News is followed by the Preſence of Richard himſelf, the 
erook · back d D. of Glouceſſer, who after inſulting the un- 
fortunate Henry, and provoking him to caſt ſome Invectives 
on his Viſiter, plunges his Sword in his Boſom, triumphs 
over his Death, and already reſolves to top at no Ob- 
- Racle in the Deſign he has on the Crown : accordingly he 
departs with a Reſolution to ſacrifice his Brother Clarence 
to his Ambition, which we find in the following Act he 
has ſucceeded in. 
Lady Anne, Widow to the late Prince of Wales, 1s 
conducting the Body of Henry to be interred at Chert/y, 
when ſhe meets Richard, who with wonderful Afſurance 
makes Loves to her, even while the bleeding Vidlim 
&Þ in her Sight, profeſſes the utmoſt Penitence, . 


- 
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(to the Shame of the Sex) at lat wins her mt his Wiſhes. 
While he exults in this Maſter-ſtroke, News is brought of 
the Death of his Brother Edward——this fills his Hands 
with Buſineſs; he diſſembles the Sorrow, pro- 
miſes every Thing to the Queen and his Nephews in his 
Once of Protector; but is laying Schemes with the D. of 
Buckingham to aſſume ſhortly a much higher Title. 
The third Act preſents us with the Arrival of the young 
King Edward, and his Brother, who give pregnant Inſtanoes 
of the moſt iſing Qualifications—they by Richard's Di- 
rections are lodged in the Tower —his new Dutcheſs comes 
now on the Stage, and meets from her Lord the moſt ty- 
rannical and brutiſh Treatment; all this Time he and 
D. of Buckingham are tampering with the Citizens of 
London, who are made to believe that Richard abhors no- 
thing more than a Throne, and that he is the moſt pioys 
Prince alive, at laſt he is (ſeemingly) forced to accept their 


Homage, and thus attains the Summit of his Defires. 


The fourth begins with a moſt affecting Scene of Tender- 
neſs between the Queen and her Children, whom ſhe is 
forced to leave at the Tower, in the Graſp of their_'T\y- 
rant Uncle; and immediately after we ſee him ſounding 
the D. of Buckingham, in order to get the two Princes 
out of the Way—the Duke, bad as he is, is ſhocked and 
demurs at the Propoſal, but Richard finds Means to have 
it executed another Way; and ſhews by his Behaviour to. 
Buckingham, that this laſt Denial has blotted all Remeni- 
brance of paſt Services. News ſoon after arrives that the 
E. of Richmond is in Arms for an Invaſion, that ſeveral 
diſcontented Noblemen have joined him, and that Buck- 
ingham is in actual Rebellion. The King for an 
Expedition, and on his Way is met by his Mother, Siſter 
and other Ladies (his Queen Anne being dead with Grief at 
his ill uſage) and to drown their Reproaches, he orders the 
Drums and Trumpets to oppoſe them ; but concludes the 
Scene by aſking in Marriage his Niece Elizabeth from her 
Mother, who is obliged to diſſemble a Conſent the better 
to avoid his Purpoſes. The reſt of the Act is filled with 
the Arrival of different Couriers, by which we learn that 
Richmond is landed at Milford, Buckinghams . Tuined 
dy Streſs of Weather, and himfelf zaken: The King pres 
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pares with the moſt active Spirit to combat all Difliculties, 
and in the laſt Act we ſee him encamped ; as well as Rich. 
mon and his Followers, at Boſworth-Fields. The next 
Day is Lg for a deciſive Battle, but in the inter- 

vening Night Richard is in the moſt horrid Manner accoſt- 
ed (while he ſleeps) by the Ghoſts of thoſe he has murder. 
ed—he ftarts and awakens in dreadful Agonies, but ſoon 
ſhakes off his Fears, and in the enſuing Battle appears all 
Hero. He meets Richmond, fights and is flain by him 
in his Death the uncontroulable Spirit that directed his 

Addons, breaks out in horrid Imprecations on all he leaves 
behind; and the Play concludes with Richmond's aſſuming 

the Crown, under the Name of Henry VII. and his Al- 
liance with E/izabeth, Daughter of K. Edward, whereby 

the white and red Roſes of York and Lancaffer, were for 

ever united. [1995s 5 
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ROMAN FATHER. 


A TRAGEDY. 


By Mr. W. WriTzHEAD. 


— 


TD OME, in the Reign of Tullus Hoſtilius, was enga 
Nin a War with the Albans, _— nearly 25 
to them by the Ties of Blood. The contending Parties 
were drawn out in order of Battle, and the Signal given 
for an Engagement, when the Warriors on both Sides, 
touched with their former Friendſhip and near Relation, 
inſtead of fighting, ruſhed into each other's Arms. 80 
affecting a Scene could not fail to move ſo mild and worthy 
a Prince as Tullus, who propoſed that the Diſpute ſhould 
/ be finally determined by three Champions choſen from 
each Army. To this, the Chiefs on both Sides agreed 
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and the Tragedy before us, opens with an Account of 
this Event brought by Valerius, a young Roman, to the 
Family of Horatius, a brave old Citizen: His Daughter - 
Horatia, has been in extreme Diftreſs, before this Account 
came, as ſhe is betrothed to a young Gentleman of Alba, 
of great Merit, one of the three Curiatii, who were Bro- 
thers, and equally accompliſhed, as well as the Horatii, 
the three Sons of the old | Roman who gives the Title to 
the Play. The Lady's Fears, divided for the Safety of 
her Brothers, her Lover and her Country, are ſomething 
abated by this promiſing Omen of Peace ; but they are 
revived on another Score, when. enquiring from Yalerius 
about her dear Caius, he (who loves her himſelf, and 
chuſes to diſguiſe the Truth) informs her that he ſcarce 


mentioned her, or at leaſt in a lighting Way. His Siſter, 


Valeria, Friend to Horatia, is left with him, and makes 
bim confeſs the Truth, but not without a Promiſe of uſing 
all her Intereſt with her Friend in his Favour. The next 
Act preſents us with the Patriot Joy of old Horatius, on 
account of his Sons being elected the Champions for 
Rome, and, the dreadful Conflicts of his Daughter's Mind, 
when ſhe hears that the three Curiatii are to ſe them, 


both theſe Paſſions are very finely and naturally painted. 


The third, * with a Requeſt to Valeriur from Ho- 
ratia, to be her Meſſenger to Curiatius, with a Scarf as a 
Pledge of her Love, and the Yondeſt Entreaties that he 
may decline the Fight—this Valerius generouſly undertakes 
on the Perſuaſion of his Siſter. departs, and ſoon 
after old Horatius, overcome with the Joy he feels on the 
Honour done his Children, is led in fainting; as he is 
recovering, a Meſſage comes from Curiatius, by which he 
declines the Requeſt of Horatia, and which throws her 
into the utmoſt Deſpair. Then Valeria appears, and in- 
forms them vhat two of the Horatii are ſlain, and Publius, 
the third, flies before the victorious Curiatii, who are all 
unhurt, Old Horatius hears it with Extremity of Grief 
and Indignation, and determines to puniſh the ſuppoſed 
Coward with Death, as by the Roman Law every Father 
had ſuch a Power over his Children. In the fourth Act, 
the old Patrician is glorioufly undeceived by Yalerius, who = 
tells him that Publius, on the Death of his two Brothers, 
fied indeed, but fled in order to take — 
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Number of his Aſfailants,” who. purſuin him, and not 


being able to keep altogether, were ſev attacked and 
killed by the valiant Roman, Horatius on this News feels 
ſuch Tranſports as can by nothing be equalled but his 
Daughter's Deſpair, which is now no longer vented in 
Tears and Complaints, but ſettles in a Jreadfal Reſolution 
not to outlive her dear Cains, With this Thought ſhe 
meets her Brother, who is returning, amidſt the Acclama- 


tions of the People, in Triumph from his Conqueſt, . ſhe 


ſees on him the very Scarf ſhe ſent to Caivs—upbraids him 
with cus 134g the Ties of Nature and Affection, and 
rovokes him to draw his Sword, but is hurried from the 
Eff of his Rage. But tho' in this Scene he is prevented, 
the laſt Act opens with Valeria giving to her Brother a 
anelancholy Relation of Horatia's having a ſecond Time 
tempted her Fate—thatſhe curſed the Name of Rome, and 
phemed the Gods—in ſhort, ſaid, and did enough to 
force Publixs to do a horrid Piece of Juſtice, by plunging 
is” Sword in her Breaſt. Valerius, full of R 
* L. the Citizens to demand Juſtice on their Deliverer 
for murdering his Siſter—ſhe in the Interim is reconciled 
to ker Father and Brother, and dies in their Embraces. 
The Trageey concludes with a fine Scene, where Pub/ius 
& acquitted by the Voices of his King, Father and Country- 
men, after expreſſing the true Sentiments of a noble and 
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As there have been ſome material Alterations made in 
| the reviving of this excellent Tragedy, I thall pre. 
t the Reader with a View of it, as it is now performed 
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Authority; the City was 
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antient and noble Families of Vrrona, the Mon- 
tagues and the Capu lets, had been long Rivals in 
Honour and Dignity; their Hatred and Emulation had 
deen the Cauſe of various Broils and Diſturbances, which 
ſeldom ended without Bloodſhed among the Partizans of 
either Side. In vain did the * interpoſe their 


ally alarmed with ſome 
new Violence by their Means. The Tragedy opens with 
a Diſpute of this Nature, which is with great Difficulty 
compoſed by the Preſence of their Prince. Aſter this, 
Lady Montague, Mother to Romeo, enquires for her Son 


from Benvolio, one of his Companions, and is informed 


that he is eaten up with Melancholy, and ſhuns the Society 
of Mankind. Romeo appears immediately after, and ws 
eſtioned and rallied on the Subject of his Grief, by his 
riends, but anſwers with Reſerve. After ſome Scenes 
of little Conſequence, where we are. preſented. with a 
fantaſtic Character in Juliet's Nurſe, we find Romeo paſ- 
fionately in Love with Juliet, the Daughter of his Fa» 
ther's inveterate Enemy, Capulet, whom he has ſeen at an 
Entertainment, where he had introduced himſelf incognito. 
The young Lady has received as favourable an Impreſſion 
of him, tho the Lovers have as yet had no © 
of declaring their Sentiments for each other. He con- 
trives to get into the Garden of. Capulet's Palace, where 
he diſcovers her * an Arbour, ſhe, thinking 
herſelf alone, in the moſt tender Manner calls on Romea, 
and bewails her Misfortune in loving a Man whom-ſhe 


n 


perhaps the moſt natural and beautiful dcene of Love that | 
ever wWus wrote : HerVirgin Baſhfalneſs on being thus all at 


at lat to Part, are wrought up wich inimitable Delicacy, 
tells him ſhe wall ſend to him next Day, to concert 
i departs from a 
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man of Humour and Spirit ; while he and the en. 
amour'd Youth are rallying each other, Juliet's Nurſe en- 
ters and brings a Meſſage to Romeo, which he anſwers by 
an Appointment to meet and her that very Evening 
at the Cell of Friar Lawrence, a — and friendly 
Prieſt, whom he makes his Confident. Mean Time Fu- 

iet expreſſes great Impatience at her Nurſes long Delay; 
ſhe returns at laſt, brings the welcome News; they 
meet accordingly, and are joined in Marriage by the 
Friar, The third Act begins with another Fray, between 
the Montagues and Capulets : Tibalt, a Nephew of old 
Capulet, and choleric to Exceſs, is enquiring for Romeo, 
from Mercutio, who is as fond of fighting aschimſelf: as 
they are beginning a Quarrel, Romeo enters, and Tibalt 
treats him with great Inſolence, which he (on account of 
his dear Bride) bears with as great Patience. This pro- 
vokes Mercutio, who draws, attacks Tibalt, and while 
Romeo interpoſes, receives a mortal Wound, Tibalt goes 
off, and Romeo is juſt afterwards informed that Mercutia, 
who was porn away wounded, has expired. This en- 
rages him id far, that on Tiba/t's Return, he aſſaults and 
lays him dead on the Ground. Romeo flies, and the City 
is alarmed ; the Prince enters, and ſentences him to Ba- 
niſhment. In the next Scene we find Jullet with great Im- 
patience wiſhing for the Night, when ſhe expects to meet 
2 Romeo : the Nurſe comes in and informs her of what 
has paſt, which almoſt drives her to Deſpair, till ſhe is told he 
is hid at the Friars, and will come as c romiſed. He is 
diſcovered in the greateſt Agony of Mind at his Sentence, 
till the Nurſe brings him a Ring from Juliet, and invites 


him to take Poſſeſſion of his Love. While this is tranſ- 


acting, a young Nobleman, Paris by Name, falls in Love 
with Juliet, and obtains from her Parents an abſolute Pro- 
miſe of their Daughter's Hand. Then follows a moſt af- 
ing Scene of parting between the two Lovers," when 
Romes ſets out for Mantua. Old Capulet and his Wife now 
ropoſe the Match they had reſolved to Juliet, who re- 
Fuſes, and is threaten'd in Return with their eternal. Diſ- 
pleaſure. They leave her, ſhe diſſembles with her Nurſe 
(who adviſes her to marry Paris and forget Romes) and be: 
takes herſelf for Comfort and Advice to the good Friar, 
On her Application to him, he gives her a ſtupefying 
x * Draught, 


ity 
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Draught, which will make her appear as dead for ſome 
Time, and by that Means evade thoſe hated Nuptials. 
She agrees, and we find her in the enſuing Scene promiſing 
Compliance to her Parents, who reſolve to have the Rites 
ormed the next Day. When they are retired, ſhe 
inks the Draught in great Terror, and is ſoon after diſ- 
covered in all Appearance dead. Her Friends are in the 
utmoſt Diſtreſs, and the Friar prepares a Place to lay her 
in, and in the mean time diſpatches an Expreſs to Man- 
tua, to bring Romeo back, and thus reſtore his Juliet to 
him. He, full of Impatience at their Separation, before 
this ſets out for Verona, and unfortunately miſſes the Meſ- 
ſengers : On his Arrival he is informed of Julier's Death, 
which ſtrikes him with the moſt dreadful Effects of De- 
ſpair, reſolves not to outlive her, and for the Means ap- 
lies to a r Apothecary, who ſells him a deadly Poi- 
on. This fe is reſolved to drink at Juliet s Tomb, where 
he appears juſt as the Friar is about to ſee if his Charge 
be yet come to herſelf: They, not knowing each other in 
the dark, quarrel, and Romeo in Exceſs of Fury kills him; 
by which Event he is robbed of the Secret that his whole 
Fate turns on. He ſwallows the Draught, but before it 
operates, Juliet in extreme Horror awakes ; he thinks 
them both dead, and talks diſtractedly. When ſhe thinks 
herſelf happy in the Arms of her dear Romeo, the Poiſon 
ins to rack him, and he dies in the moft exquiſite 
Torture. The Diſtreſs of theſe Circumſtances is as deep 
as any Thing can be conceived, and the Innocence of her 
Character, with the amiable Tenderneſs of his, never fail 
to excite the ſtrongeſt Compaſſion in every feeling Heart. 
She ſnatches his Sword, and thus puts a Period to her 
Miſery, when her Father, and the other Characters enter, 
being alarmed by Romeo's Servant, and behold the diſmal 
Leeds of Paternal Tyranny and civil Diſſenſions. a 
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RULE a WIFE, 
| AND 
HAVE a WIFE. 
A COMEDY. 


By Mr. Francis Beaumont, 
AND 


Mr. Joan FLET ER. 
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HE Story of this Play is taken from a Spanif No- 
vel, and preſerves a great deal of the Spirit and 
Humour of that Nation, Donna Margarita is a great 
Heireſs, young and extremely beautifl but vain and 
Javghty, imagines herſelf above Cenſure, and gives a 
e to every inordinate Inclination—M/ea, one of 
her Women, perceiving her Lady's Diſpoſition, infinuates 
to her, that it would be highly proper, that her Ladyſhip 
ſhould take a Huſband as a Cover for her Gallantries, but 
then it ſhould: be ſuch a one as ſhould be perſectly ſubſer- 
vient to her Will, and never offer to pry into, much lefs 
to contradict her Pleaſures. Margarita approves of 
her Advice, and Altea introduces Leon, who is her own 
Brother, though ſhe does not let her Lady know he is ſo. 
Leon is a handſome well made Man, and takes the Eye 
of Margarita as ſoon as ſhe ſees him, but his Behaviour 
before her is ſo timid and baſhful, that ſhe doubts not but 
he is extremely ſuited to the Purpoſe for which ſhe intends 
him, and ſhe orders Altea to get Cloaths prepared for him, 
and to ſee that every thing be done according to her State 
and Grandeur. 

- Eſlifania, another of Margarita's Attendants, is a de- 
ſigning, artful Woman: She contrives to get W 
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with Michael Perez, a Captain in the Army, and her 
Lady being out of Town, receives him in her ſtately 
Houſe, which The pretends to him is her own, and paſſi 
for a very great Fortune, he thinks himſelf the hap jel 
Man in the World to be in the Favour of a Lady of her 
Condition ; and emboldened by the Treatment he receives 
from her, yon Marriage. — She yields, though with 
a great deal of ſeeming Modeſty... When he relates the 
Story to his Companions, Officers in the Army, they all 
envy his good Luck, and he exults upon it extremely, talks 
of making no more Campaigns, and of parting with his 
Commiſſion, and puts on all the Airs of a Man of Qua- 
. Margarita coming to Town, and taking Poſſeſſion 
of her Houſe, EHiſania is obliged to have Recourſe to all 
her Artifice how to , for continuing the Deception 
ſhe has put on her Huſband—Shetells him that a Relation 
of hers, being about to marry a Man infinitely above her 
in Point of Fortune, has pretended herſelf his Equal, and 
that ſhe has promiſed to lend her the Houſe and Furniture 
till her Deſign is r ene ſo that they muſt retire to 
Lodgings for a little Time. Captain Perez is not alto- 
er pleaſed with quitting his fine Manſion, though, as 
imagines, for a very ſhort while ; but his Wife has the 
Addreſs to make him eaſy, and they remove with all their 
Trumpery, as it afterwards proves. | 
But to return to Margarita; ſhe was perfely con- 
vinced, as ſhe thinks, of the Meanneſs of Leon's Spirit, 
not only by his Behaviour to herſelf, but alſo by the Cha- 
rater which the Officers of the Army give of him, to 
whom he had been recommended as a Perſon capable 
of ſerving his Majeſty, but was rejected by them on 
Account of his Cowardice and Stupidity ; and this was 
ſufficient to make her compleat the Marriage with him. 
The Duke & Medina, and a great Number of Gentle- 
men and Officers, to whom Leon was well known, come 
now to dine with her: She propoſes a Life of uncons 
troulable Revelling and Pleaſure. —The Huſband ſeeing 
this, talks with her apart, and begins to reaſon with her, 
on the Folly as well as Indegency of this Kind of Cons, .. 
duct. She is alarmed to find he dare to argue with hem 
but thinking to humble him once more into the V reteh; 


. 
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ſhe at firſt took him for, commands him to keep out 
of Sight, and threatens to throw him entirely off, if 
he preſumes to diſobey, or ſpeak to her in that Manner 
any more. He affects to be intimidated, and retires ; 
but when he finds they are in the Height of their Jollity, 
returns, throws off his former ſheepiſh Airs, aſſerts the 
Huſband, and tells all there, that none are welcome unleſs 
he make them ſo. Every one is infinitely ſurprized to 
find the pretended Coward and Ideot behave with this 
Bravery and good Senſe: The Duke de Medina, who was 
onately in Love with Margarita, and came thither in 
xpectation of gratifying his Paſſion, is above all others 
alarmed ; but imagining his Quality will bear him out in 
every thing, inſults Leon, and joins with Margarita, in 
threatening to get him divorced from her, till finding that 
he is armed againſt all they can either ſay or do on that 
Score, both of them have Recourſe to Diſſimulation, 
which though he eaſily ſees through, he ſeems ſatisfied 
with, and entertains the Duke, and all he has brought with 

him in the moſt kind and hoſpitable Manner. 

This noble Behaviour does not, however, win the amo- 
rous Duke, he is ſtill bent on the Enjoyment of Margarita, 
and flatters himſelf with being able to accompliſh it by 
this Means. oO 

He pretends, that out of great Will to Leon, he 
has procured him a Troop of Horſe ; but the quick- 
fighted Huſband is aware of the Artifice, and no ſooner 
receives the Commiſſion, than he orders all the Furniture 
of the Houſe to be taken down, and Margarita to 
to accompany him to the Camp. — She begs to ſtay, ſays 
ſhe has not Strength to bear the Fatigue of ſo long a Jour- 
ney,—that ſhe is ſick, and then that ſhe is with Child, 
but all to no Effet ; he continues reſolute to have her 
with him. On which the Duke enraged at finding his 
Plot defeated, comes. to their Houſe, reproaches him with 
his Unkindeſs to a Wife who has made his Fortune, and 
endeavours firſt by mild Arguments to prevail on him to 
leave her behind him, and afterwards tells him plainly, 
that he only mocked him with a ſham Commiſſion ; that 
be is in Reailty no Officer, and that he will find Means to 
ſeparate them. Leon is ſo far from being END 
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dis ungenerous Treatment, that he only ſmiles at it, and 
ſets all that can be done againſt him at Defiance. - 

Captain Perez, in the mean Time, is very uneaſy at 
lity the bad Lodging his Wife has provided for him, and is 
| the continually teazing her to return, and take Poſſeſſion of 
nleſ her own.——— She puts him off with one Excuſe or other 
for ſome Days, but at leaſt perceiving that he is reſolved 
this to go himſelf and make his Claim, ſhe privately opens all 
his Trunks, takes away every Thing ſhe thought of any 


a4 5 Value, and leaves him. When he finds that ſhe has 
thers payed him this Trick, he enquires her Character of the 
it in Woman of the Houſe, who tells him the whole Truth. 
„ in To be more convinced, he goes to Margarita, who con- 


that firms all he has heard from the other. The Officers of 
that the Army ridicule him in his Diſappointment ; he is al- 
tion, moſt diſtracted to find himſelf thus gulled, and runs about 
fied the Town in Search of E/ifania, with a Reſolution to kill 
with her, ——But all his Endeavours to this End prove vain, 
till Chance throws her in his Way, at a Time when ſhe 
mo- has an Opportunity to reproach him in her Turn— She 
has been to ſell ſome Jewels which he pretended to her 
t by were right, but prove no better than Glaſs ſet in Copper, 
35 is all the Lace upon his Cloaths, which gives him the 
„be Name throughout the Play, of the Copper Captain. He 
ick- cannot deny the Charge ſhe brings againſt him, but ac- 
oner cuſes her with being a Cheat, and having cozened him 
ture under the Pretence of Riches. ' She lets him rail himſelf 
pare out of Breath, and at laſt has the Artifice to deceive him 
once more into a Belief of her former Story, and gets 
our- way from him, on a Promiſe of meeting him in two 
hild, Hours at their own Houſe, when ſhe tells him all ſhall be 
her reſtored to him. 
- his WM She then goes to Cacafoge, the Son of a rich Uſurer, 
with who ſhe knows is very much in Love with Margarita, 
and tells him her Lady has a preſent Call for a large Sum of 
n to Money, and deſires him to lend a thouſand Pounds upon 
nly, MW thoſe Jewels, which are the falſe ones ſhe had purloined 
that from Perez, but which this Fellow doubts not the Value 
s to of, as he ſuppoſes them to belong to Margarita, and are 
d at ſent to him — her own Woman, ſo lends the Money, and 


this is glad of this Opportunity of obliging her. ' E/ifania 
allo makes him believe her Lady has ſpoke 3 
On, 
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Perſon, and gives him Hope of introducing him unknown 
to Leen. Having thus accompliſhed her Point, ſhe writes 
to Leon the whole Account of the Uſurer's Paſſion for his 
Wife, on which he gives her Leave to bring him, with x 
Deſign to make ſuch Sport with him as ſhall mortify his 
wanton Wiſhes. : 

Captain Perez comes to the Houſe of Margarita, at the 
Time appointed by E/tifania, and once more demands Pof. 
ſeſſion of, and all that it contains; the Lady, to try her 
Huſband farther, acknowledges it is his, that ſhe has given 
it to his Wife, and tells him he may enter when he pleaſe, 
That Conſtancy of Soul which Lean has ſhewn in all 
the Attacks upon his Honour and his Patience, enables 
him alſo to ſtand this with the ſame Bravery.——He ap- 
. altogether unmoved, tells Margarita, that ſince ſhe 

made fo rich a Preſent, he ſhall not diſpute it, nor 
even if ſhe had beſtowed all the reſt of her Effects in 
Spain, as ſhe knows ſhe has Plantations in the Ea, Indies, 
where he will carry her, and live the Remainder of their 
Days.——This Fortitude has a great Effect upon her, ſhe 
cannot help ſecretly avowing an Admiration ; but her 
Love of Pleaſure hinders her from being quite reclaimed 
by it; ſhe however undeceives Peres, aſſures him that ſhe 
has made no ſuch Gift, and that E/jfania has a ſecond 
Time impoſed on his Credulity. - - On which he goes off, 
vowing the ſevereſt Revenge on the fair Jilt. 

The Duke d Medina has not yet given over his diſ- 
honourable Deſigns on Margarita, and has now Recourſe 
to another Stratagem. He pretends a Quarrel with Don 
—— de Caſtro; they fight near her Houſe, and the 

oke is brought in as deſperately wounded. Leon ſuſ- 
peas a Trick in this, and is confirm'd that his Conjectores 
are not without Foundation by Don Juan de Caro, who 
charmed with the Nobleneſs of his Behaviour, and brave 
Spirit, reveals to him the Secret of their feigned Rencoun- 
ter, and the true Intention of it.——Leon then makes ſuch 
affecting Remonſtrances to his Wife, that ſhe, before half 
a Convert to Love and Virtue, becomes now wholly ſo.— 
She falls on her Knees, conjures him to believe her Peni- 
tence ſincere, to forgive what's paſt, and to depend on 
| her future Conduct. An entire Reconciliation is the 
Conſequence of her Humility ; ſhe has now a true Affection 
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for him, and they join together in taking Meaſures to 
bring the Duke, if poſſible, into a more generous Way 
of thinking. | | : | 
Leon Gums des Credit to the Duke's kurt and tells 
him he may command his Houſe till his. Recovery; all 4 
which Time Margarita ſhall attend him. The Duke now 
thinks himſelf ſecure of compleating his Wiſhes, and no 
ſooner finds 1 with that beautiſul Perſon, than 
te makes a Merit o Deception he has her 
Huſband, and preſſes for a Recom of al the Pains 
he has taken. on her Account ; but ſhe ſoon convinces him 
he has now different Sentiments, than thoſe which for- 
nerly had influenced her to encourage his Addreſſes, and 
was aſhamed to look on the Miſconduct of her paſt Life. 
This C in her is no leſs ſurpriſing than mortifying to 
lim ; but both theſe Emotions are greatly encreaſed by 
be following Adventure. | | 


Cacafe allured thither by his own Vanity, and 

the Promiſes of Bfifania, is made by Leon's Order to 
a private Interview with Margarita, for which ex- 

Favour he makes Altea, who conducts him, very 

ich Preſents, He is beſtowed in a 'Cellar, till the 

y Minute ſhall arrive, where he moſt prodigiouſſy 

dunk, and roars out in a ſtrange Manner.. The Cellar 

teing juſt under the Chamber where the Duke is placed, 

te takes the Noiſe he hears as proceeding from a Spirit, 

which Apprehenfion, Margarita by her Diſcourſe ſtrength- 

ens, and that, with the Reproaches ſhe makes him for his 

attempts on her Chaſtity, at length work the defired Ef- 

k&&t,——He admires the Virtue he would ſome Hours | 

before have given half his Dukedom to betray, and loves 

tat Bravery in Leon, which he ſo lately inſulted- and en- 1 

Gavoured to trample over.— He now gives him a real | 

Commiſſion, and not only Don Juan de Caſtro, but all the 

aber Officers and great Men of the Army, rejoice in ha- 

ng ſo worthy a Man for their Companion. Leon 

ben acknowledges Altea for his Siſter, and Margarita, 

ww grown the beſt of Wives, is far from reſenting the 

2 ſhe took to raiſe her Brother's hes * 

All now, but the C Captain, are as y-as 

either can or ought Sb ve is his Fate: Sis Ca- 

ulrophe ſo — 

Kor 
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for his Wife, in order to perpetrate the V ce 
her he had reſolved, he again meets her, draws his Sword 
upon her, but is obliged to put up again, on her preſent. 
ing a Piſtol to his Breaſt: Thus armed for Defence, ſhe 
confeſſes the Impoſition ſhe has put upon him, but ſhews 

him the thouſand Ducats ſhe has got from Cacafoge a; 
ſome Amends; with this he is a little mollified, and con. 
ſents to forgive all and live with her. They go toye. 
ther to Leon, who being a diſtant Relation of Perez, tells 
him both his Wife and himſelf ſhall be welcome to an 
Apartment in that Houſe he had imagined his own, which 
kind Invitation, Margarita, in Compliance with her 
Huſband's Requeſt, confirming, he finds himſelf not al. 
together wretched in his Marriage. 

;  Cacafogo being let out of the Cellar is ſent off to 
after. which they intend to let him ſee the Miſchiefs to 
which a Man may be ſubjected by any Purſuits which 
have a diſhonourable Aim ; but there is too much Folly 
and Vanity in his Temper to give any. ſubſtantial Hope 
of a Reformation.—A of Senſe may be <vor. from 
vicious Courſes by Argument, or deter'd from following 
| . them by Dangers ; but a Fool, ſuch as Cacafogo is repre- 
ſented, will always be incorrigible by either. 


The SCORNFUL LADY: 
A COMEDY. 


— 


By Mr. FA ANcis BE AUMQNT, 
AND | 
Mr. Joun FLETCHER. 


_— 


— 


* 


T1 Lady who gives the Title to this Play, an 
| is the principal Character of it, has long bes 
courted by Mr, Loveleſs, a Man of Parts and Fortunt 
and who is in Effect very much beloved by her; the Wed 
ding was in a Manner agreed on between them, 9 
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ce on he in the Extaſy of his Heart happening to ſnatch a Kiſs 
Sword WM from her before Company, ſhe condemned him to a 
reſent. Year's Baniſhment, and reſolved to ſee him no more in 
de, ſhe W Quality of a Lover till he had paſt that Time in France, 
hen WW and on his Return, to renew his Addreſſes as a freſh 
% Lover, and wait her Pleaſure for his Recompence. - | 
d con- As his Paſſion is great, he promiſes to obey this Ca- 
o toge-WF price, cruel as it is.—He has a younger Brother, who 
1s the greateſt of Prodigals, and mortgaged. what 
to an WW Share of Land came to him by the Death of their Fa- 
which WW ther, to an Uſurer called Merecraft, and now has no 
th. her Habitation, nor even the Means wherewith to eat. The 
not a. elder Lowele/s therefore, to his Temper, com- 
mits to him the Care of his Houſe, and hun- 
d ſleep, i dred Pounds a Year for the Table, but all is to be under 
üefs to WY the Direction of Savi/le the Steward. —Having ſettled 
which W his Affairs in this Manner, he takes Leave of the Lady, 
Folly and pretends to go to France, but inſtead of taking that 
Hope Voyage, he lyes concealed in Town, in order to execute a 
b fron Deſign he has formed in his Head. N ogg 


lowing Young Loveleſt no ſooner thinks he is gone, than he 
repre: brings ah his wild Companions to the — 
liges all the Servants to wait upon them, and forces 

—— & Sville to deliver the Keys of the Liquor. The old 
Man at firſt is refractory, but in a little Time is reconci- 

Y: ua to this new way of Life, and even goes, when com- 
| manded, to bring in common Proſtitutes for the Divers 
fion of thoſe abandoned Fellows who are now the Gueſts; 
In the Midſt of theſe Riots, the elder Brother comes 

in the Habit of a Sailor, and ſo diſguiſed that none 
knew) him.— He tells young Loveleſi that his elder Bro- 
ther was drowned at Sea, and that he is now the Heir 
of the Eftate ; and has the Mortification to find this young 
Spendthrift rejoices in his Death, as it ſupplies him 
with the Means of purſuing his Extravagancies from 
him he goes to the Houſe of the Scornful Lady, where 
he finds a new Suitor, one Mr. Welford. On his aſk- 
ing to ſpeak with the Lady, he is denied Acceſs both 
by him and Abigail the Waiting-Woman.—He quarrels 
with Welſford, and the Lady hearing a Diſturbance, comes 
into the Room where they are. Mr. Lovelgſ tells her 
the ſame Story concerning himſelf, that he — 
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e 


1242 — r 8. 


[ 216 1 
his Brother, but ſhe receives it in a quite different Man- 
ner. She both ſeems, and is in Reality grieved to an 
Exceſs, and curſes her own Folly for depriving her of 
ſo valuable a Lover, and one, whom in Spite of her 
Uſage of him, ſhe could alone be happy with, till con- 
fidering the Perſon who brought her this Information 
more attentively, ſhe diſcovers the Trick, and reſolves 
to be even with him.—She defires Mr. He/ford to come 
in, who had withdrawn, on her ſeeming to reſent his 
quarrelling with the Stranger in her Houle, and told 
him, that ſince her old Servant Mr. Loveleſs. had the 
Mis fortune to be drowned, ſhe knew no Gentleman 
eould fo well atone for the Loſs of that faithful Lover 
as himſelf —Je/f7rd is tranſported at this ſudden Change 
in his Favour, and Lowvelz/s almoſt mad. To prevent 
her giving herſelf away in good Earneſt, he diſcovers 
himſelf, on which ſhe laughs at him, and infiſting on 
her former Injunction, leaves him to confider upon it. 
:: But what a Diſappointment did this Caprice inflict on 
Welford, who himſelf ſo ſure of obtaining 
. Loveleſs had no fooner left her Houſe, than he 
bids-the other be gone alſo, and lets him know on what 


_ Occaſion ſhe had thus fool'd him. To aggravate this 


Vexation, he is perſecuted with the fulſome Advances of 
Abigail, who wants extremely to be married, but would 
fain have a young Man, though ſhe is old enough for 2 
Grandmother | herſelf, and this ridiculous Inclination 
in her, renders her Character one of the moſt diverting in 
© Welford full of Spleen againft the Scornful Lady, and 
Reſentment againſt Lowele/s, for the Words they had to- 
—_— — goes to that Rival, and challenges 
im.—The other, no leſs diſcontented than himſelf, tells 
him he will not fight for a Woman of ſuch a Humour, 
as to prefer the Gratification of her own whimfical Va- 
nities, to rewarding the Services of a long and faithful 
Paſſion, —On diſcourſing farther on the Matter, they be- 
come very good Friends, and join in a Plot, which in 
the End proves equally ſucceſsful to them both. 
Elder Loveleſs now goes home, and ſhews himſelf to 
his Brother, and all his Family; but the Prodigal has 
fold the Houſe, and all the Eſtate belonging _— 
THe eer 
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Morecraft the Uſurer, who is juſt then coming to take 
Poſſeſſion of it, with a rich young Widow whom he is 
courting. —Every one is ſtartled to find the elder Brother 
living, Morecraft eſpecially, who has paid a large Sum of 
Money for Land he has now no Pretence to claim. 
He threatnens Law, but both the Brothers let him know 


it is in their Power to prove he has cheated the younger 
in a former Purchaſe, of as much as he has now paid for 
this —<The Widow hearing all this, diſcards him, and 
oung Loweleſs having had the Addreſs to wind himſelf 
into her good Graces, ſhe conſents to marry him. The 
elder Loveleſs gently chides him for his Extravagancies, 
and the little Concern he ſhewed at his ſuppoſed Death; 
but all is foon made up, and Saville the Steward is al 
forgiven for his ſervile Compliance with the Debaucheries 
of the imaginary Heir. 
Elder Loveleſs once more viſits the Scornful Lady, who 
will not be pervailed upon to recede from her former Re- 
ſolution, on which he reproaches her in the moſt hitter 
Terms, and at laſt plainly tells her, that he will neither 
comply with her Commands as to travelling, nor ever ſee 
her more. Omitting nothing that may make her be 
aſſured ſhe has entirely loſt his Affection by her ill Treat- 
ment; and then flings from her with all the Airs of a 
Man who ſincerely — her. 
He has no ſooner left her Houſe, than ſhe ſends Abigail 
to call him back, but he refuſes -to come, and bids the 
Waiting woman tell her Lady he ſhall endeavour to find 
a more gentle Miſtreſs. | 
The Scornful Lady, who loves him tenderly, though 
ſhe had taken Delight in giving him Pain, is now ſen- 
ſible of the Error ſhe has been guilty of, would do any 
thing to recover his Affection, and to that End writes 
to him, conjures him to ſee her once more, and acknow- 
ledges ſhe was to blame.— This ſhe ſends by Abigail, 
who joins her Entreaties with her Lady's.—He receives 
both Letter and Meſſenger - very coolly, ſays he is ſorry 


Things are ſo far gone, fince the Scornful Lady can re- 
lent, 4 it is now too late, for he has already roth- 
ed himſelf to another Woman. —4bigail, however, con- 
tinues to preſs him for one more Viſit, if it be only to 
take an everlaſting Leave. ow he does not promiſe po- 


ſitively, 
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ſitively, but fays he will endeavour to oblige her ſo far, 
but muſt firſt obtain his new Miſtreſs's Permiſſion. 

Abigail is obliged to return with this diſagreeable Mef. 
ſage, which throws her Lady into the deepeſt Melan. 
choly ; but her Vexation is greatly increaſed, when the — 
18 tod Loveliſ is come to wait upon her, and has a Wo- 
man with him. — She doubts not but it is the Perſon 
who has ſupplanted her, but reſolves to leave nothing un- 
tried that may win him back to his firſt Vows. 

The Stratagem that Lowel/5 and Welford had contrived, 
was to dreſs up the latter in Woman's Cloaths, and 
make him paſs for a Lady to whom the other was 
going to be married, —The Scornful Lady is ready to 
woon at Sight of this ſuppoſed Rival, and the Tender. 
neſs with which Loveleſi ſeems to treat her.— She, how. 
ever, ſubmits to aſk his Forgiveneſs for the Slights ſhe 
— upon him, —aſiuies him that ſhe loves him with a 

aſſion equal to that he once pretended for her, and urges 
the many Proteſtations he has made to her, before he 
ever ſaw this Woman, of marrying no other than herſelſ. 

Loveleſs replies that, the Fault is wholly her own, but 
ſays that he ſtill loves her beſt, and if ſhe will conſent 
.to be his Wife that Inſtant, he will quit the other, elſe 
when he leaves her Houſe, he reſolves to go directly to 
Church, and give his Hand to her Rival. 

The Lady conſents, and her Chaplain Roger being cal- 
led, they go into another Room to perform the Cere- 
mony.—I/e/ford burſts into Tears and Lamentations at 
being forſaken in this Manner, and Martha, Siſter to 
the Scornful T.ady, is ſo much moved at this ſeemin 
Diſtreſs in a Perſon of her own Sex, that ſhe does 
ſhe can to comfort her, won't ſuffer her to leave the 
Houſe in the Diſtraction ſhe teren to be, and invites 
her to ſtay all Night, and partake of her Bed. He readily 
accepts of the kind Offer: but before next Morning lets 
her know to whom ſhe has made it.— Elder / evele/s be- 
ing now ſecure of his late ſcornſul Miſtreſs, reveals the relolves 

' whole Matter to her; ſhe forgiyei all, and the compaſſi- WW? Hippo 
| onate Martha is made the Bride/ of Milford — Atrgeth, Cuded 9 

who has long been courted by Reger the Chaplain, and I bilip ſe 

had uſed him very ill, partly through a Defire of _ —4 

a youf ger Man, and partly after the Example o eſt 

2 you ger P 7 * P i bing th 
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Lady (as Servants are too apt to imitate the Faults of their 


Superiors) conſents to marry him, ſince ſhe can get no 
ater, and with theſe Matches the Piece concludes. 


She Wou'd, and ſbe Wou'd not: 
l A / 
The K IND IMrosToOR. 

A COMEDY. 
"By Mr. Cranzn. 
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HIS Play is taken from a Spaniſb Novel, and the 
Scene lies in Madrid, but the Characters are ren- 
dered entirely Exgliſb, which makes it infinitely more 
zpreeable to an Audience here than it could poſlibly have 
been, had the Manners of a foreign Nation been preſerved. 
Don Philip de las Terres, the Son of a Grandee of Se- 
ville, has long been a; oy Love with a fine young 
Lady named Hippolita, and Siſter to Ocawio, his intimate 
Friend and Companion; but tho that Lady really loves 
him, and he is ſomewhat her Superior in Birth and For- 
tune, yet ſhe cannot perſuade herſelf to confeſs it to 
tim, but has always treated him with Indifference, which 
naking him deſpair of gaining her, he at laſt takes a Re- 
ſolution of breaking off his Courtſhip. His Father is de - 
ſrous of matching him with Raſara, the Daughter of Don 
Haruel, a Gentleman whom he formerly knew, but the 
Diſtance of Place had of late flackened their Acquaint- 
ance, the one living at Scwille, and the other at Madrid. 
Don Philip now complies with his Father's Commands, and 
relolves to marry R2/ara, though his Heart is ſtill devoted 
to Hippolita, —— All Things relating to the Affair is con- 
duded on by Letters between the two old Dons; and Don 
Philip ſets out for Madrid, in order to compleat it. 
Hippolita could not be informed of this without the 
peateſt Trouble, She could not ſupport the Thoughts of 
ing the Man ſhe loved, 1 had too much Pride to let 
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him ſee ſhe was in the leaſt diſconcerted at it, though ſhe th: 
very well knew the Power ſhe had over him, and that one tha 
kind Word, or even Look, would have detained him. anc 
But when ſhe found he was really gone, ſhe had no longer kn 
any Patience, and reſolved to break the intended Match "YR 
between him and Ro/are, if by any Means ſhe could do the 
it. Her fertile Wit preſented her with a Stratagem which 
ſhe immediately put in Execution: She dreſſes herſelf in 
Man's — — and attended by her Woman Flora in the Ph, 


ſame Habit, takes Horſe, and follows Don Philip: She that 
overtook him at an.Inn on the Road, and watches an — 


portunity to ſteal his Portmanteau, in which were his 
ewels, Cloaths, and Letters from his Father, with the 
arriage Settlement ſigned by him: She had no Buſine I bei 
with the two former Articles, but as ſhe could not have the 41 
one without the other, was obliged to rob him of all: 
His Servant being a drunken idle Fellow never miſs d the 
Portmanteau, till Don Philip being arrived at Madrid, 
called for it, in order to take out the\ Papers, without 
which he did not think it proper to wait on Don Manuel 
or his Daughter, as neither of them had ever ſeen him, 
and might not without thoſe Credentials be ſatisfied he was 
not an Impoſtor. The Vexation he is in at this Loſs, and 
his tarrying at an Inn, while he ſent his Servant back in 
Search of it, gives Hippolita Time to proſecute her Deſign. 
She meets with Trappanti, a caſt Servingman of Don 
Philip's, takes him into her Service, and attended by hin 
amd her truſty Flora, goes to Don Manuel 's Houſe, pre- 
tends to him that ſhe is Don Philip de las Torres, and for 
Proof of it, prefents him with the Letters and the Cove. 
nant ; the old Man has not the Teaſt Suſpicion, but re- 
ceives and welcomes her as the Son of his old Friend, and 
commands Ro/are to look upon this young Spark as her 
Huſband. | 
This young Lady has alſo her own Troubles: She loves 
Ogavio. He had courted her and gain'd her Fathers 
Conſent fo far as to obtain a Promiſe of being married to 
her; but on the Offer of Don P/;/ip, the old Gentleman 
thinking it a more advantageous Alliance, broke his Word, 
and forbid Roſara fo to ſee him more. Octavio, on 
this, had retired to Scwille, but on receiving a Letter from 
ker, importing ſhe would never be the Wue of any 2 
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than himſelf, . he returns to Madrid at the ſame Time 
that Don Philip arrived there.—— They happen to meet, 
and talk of their various Fortunes in Love; but Octavio 
knows not that it is Ro/ara whom his Friend is about to 
marry, and Don Philip is equally ignorant that Ræſara is 
the Miſtreſs of his Friend. V4 
Roſara to preſerve herſelf for Oduvia, affects to be a 
vain fantaſtick Creature, imagining that the ſuppoſed Don 
Philip would diſlike her enough to break off; but finding 
that Contrivance ineffectual, confeſles ſhe loves another, 
though without naming the Object of her Affections, and 
entreats he will not make her eternally miſerable, by ac- 
cepting a Hand her Father's Power alone can force her to 
beſtow on any but the firſt dear Object of her VowWs. 
. who knows the Story of her Brother's Love, 
iſcovers herſelf to be a Woman, and Siſter to Octavio, 
on which Reſara is tranſported, and they agree together 
how to circumvent Don Philip, who they doubt not but 
will ſpeedily come.—To prevent all ill Accidents that may 


a on his Arrival, Reſara conſents to marry the pre- 
ſpeedy 


Don Philip, and the Father reſolves it ſhall be very 


To haſten it, however, and render every Thing Don 
Philip ſhall ſay on his Arrival appear a Piece of Bereit, 
Hippolita and pretend they overheard Ogavio and 
another Perſon diſcourſing, and gathered by what they 
ſaid, that ſome one was to repreſent Don Philip, in order 
to puzzle the Affair, and delay the Marriage with the real 
one, that Odtavio might have an Opportunity of running 
away with Roſara while the Matter was in Diſpute. 

This Story eaſily gains Credit with Don Manuel, and 
the rather as he knows Octavio is in Town, and has catched 
him with his Daughter, diſguiſed.in the Habit of a Friar ; 
Viletta alſo, Roſara's Duenna, a Creature who will do any 
Thing for Money, has betrayed to him ſome Letters that 
have paſſed between them both before and ſince the Ar- 


rival of the pretended Don Philip. | 


Don Philip, in the mean Time, finding there was no Likeli- 
hood of retrieving his Portmanteau, and thinking Don Manuel 
would think himſelf affronted by his Neglect, if he waited 
till he could have other Letters from Sewille, went to wait 


upon him, and tell him the Misfortune that had happened 
Bi. to 
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to him, == Don Manuel ſſeſſed by the above recited 
Story, laughs at all he ſays, and at laſt tells him in plain 
Terms, that he is an Impoſtor, on which the other grow 
enraged, and deſires they will ſend for Octavio, who i 

his Friend and Neighbour at Seville, and will teſtify that 
he is the real Don Philip de las Torres. His mentioning 
Octavio more convinces the old Gentleman that all he ſays 

is falſe, and having talked to him in a Manner Don Phi- 
#iþ is not well able to bear, obliges him to leave the Houſe, 
As he is going out he meets Yrappanti, and turns back, 
not doubting but he will own him before Don Manuel; 
but inſtead of doing ſo, he calls him Don Guzman, tells 
the old Gentleman that he is the Son of a Lawyer at Se. 
ville, who drew up the Marriage Writings for his Maſter 
Don Philip. — Don Philip is now paſt all Patience to be | 
- ontfaced in this impudent Manner, by a Fellow that had 
been his Servant, and is going to run him through ; but 
Don Manue/ prevents that Effect of his Fury, and bids 
Frappanti call his Maſter, on which Hippolita and Flora 
enter, and join with Don Manuel in bantering him 
He ſays little to them, but goes away in order to apply to 
a Magiſtrate. | : 
Theſe Plots his Daughter (as. the old Gentleman 
ſuppoſes them to be) convinces him that the Marriage Knot | 
cannot be tied too ſoon, as he thinks it the only Means to 
prevent any future Diſturbances, by putting an End to 
Ocavios Hopes, whom he looks upon as the ſole Con- 
triver of all that has been done. | 
In fine, the two Ladies are married to each other, and 
the old Don is ſo much tranſported in finding his Daughter 
obedient beyond his Expectations, that I queſtion whether 
there was ever wrote a Scene of more true Humour. 
Don Philip, in the mean Time, is not idle ; he goes to 
a Corrigidore, makes Oath of the Impoſition about to 
be put on Don Manael, and his own Robbery of his Port- 
manteau. He obtains a Warrant for the counterfeit 
Don Philip, and as he is going for an A/guazile or Con- 
ſtable to ſerve it, meets Trappanti, whom he obliges to 
confeſs the whole Plot, by holding a Sword at his Breaſt. 
——On this he returns 12 bringing Trappanti with 
him, who has promiſed to lay open the Villainy to Don 
— but he no ſooner comes before him, _ 


t 
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cited W Jenies all, and ſays Don Philip gave him five Piſtoles to 
plan W dribe him to tell this Lie, which, though he took his 
TOWS Money, his Conſcience would not let him do.—— Hippo- 
0 1 ita, Flora, and Don Manuel again laugh at the diſap- 
that pointed Don Philip, but they going out of the Room, 
ming and leaving Hippolita behind, he draws upon her.——She 


„il not fight, but throws herſelf at his Feet, wins him 

; with a moving Tale to ſpare her Life. But on hearing 
ouſe, the Company, draws, and pretends to have ballied him, 
ack, WY on which he is again obliged to quit the Houſe, which he 


does to go to the Aguaxile. Octavio alſo now knowing 
tells that Don Philip is the Perſon intended for Ro/ara, and that 
aſter ſome other has aſſumed his Name, writes to her, and begs 
ſhe will not at leaſt beſtow herſelf on an Impoſtor. 
ha | Don Manuel intercepts this Letter, and being convinced 
h by the Manner ef it, that it was not defigned to fall into 
* his Hands, begins to be a little alarmed.——To heighten - 
7 his Confuſion, Hippolira having now accompliſhed her 
Ag Intent, and willing to make a little Diverſion, by mode- 
my rating the Don's exceſlive Joy, pretends to have a Quarrel 
oe with Flora on the Dividend of Roſara's Fortune. This 
frights him to Death almoſt ; he fears he has been impoſed 
upon, and trembles for the Conſequence. To confirm 
him in his Apprehenſions, Hippolita cries out for Poſt- 
15 Horſes, and ſeems in great Diſorder, then enters Don 
ab Lewis, a Nephew of Don Manue/'s, whom in the Extaſy 
11 of his Joy he had ſent to invite to the Bridal Feaſt. — He 
aſſures his Uncle, that the Perſon who has married his 


and WY Couſin is not Don Philip, and alſo that he ſaw the real 
— Don Philip juſt before with the Corrigidore and Alguaxile 


preparing to force the Impoſtor from the Houſe. 

Don Manue['s Grief is now equal to his late Joy,—he 
LP upbraids Hippolita, but ſhe ſeems wholly unconcerned, 
and when Don Philip, Octavio, and the Officers of Juſ- 
tice come in, ſhe tells them ſhe has ſomewhat to propoſe 
will make all eaſy yet; but firſt exacts a Promiſe from 
Don Manuel, that if ſhe relinquiſhes her Pretenſions, 
and finds a Way to diſannul the Marriage between them, 
he ſhall give that young Lady with her whole Fortune to 
O#avio; he gladly conſents, provided Don Philip will 
forego the Contract he has made with him, which he does 
with all Readineſs : But though all this formal Declaration 
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& made, none imagine it is in the young Bridegroom', 
Power to rm what he has promiſed. ——Hippeolita, 
however, ſoon puts them out of their Uncertainty, by 
diſcovering and giving herſelf to Don Philip, who receives 
her with all the Tranſports of the moſt ardent Love : Don 
Manuel is ſo much pleaſed with her Wit and Contrivance, 
and aſhamed of the Injuſtice he has been guilty of to 
Octavio, who he now finds is her Brother, that he beſtows 
dis Daughter on that Gentleman, with no other Regret 
than that of giving him ſo much Trouble in the gainin 
her. Flora has alſo her Share of Praiſe, and an Af. 
ſurance from Don Philip of being handiomely provided 
For, in Conſideration of the Service ſhe has done her 
Miſtreſs in carrying on a Stratagem ſo conducive to his 

Happineſs. Trappanti and Villetta beg Leave of their 
Principals to join Perſons, which all preſent think a pro- 


Union, as they feem to have a perfect Sympathy of 


—— though none of the moſt commendable, and 
thus ends a Play full of the moſt pleaſing Intricacies, 
and is deficient in nothing that can render a Dramatick 
Piece entertaining to a polite Audience. 


— 


Sir Courtiy Nice: 
3 OR, 
IT CANNOT Bs. 
A COMEDY. 
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By Mr. Crown. 
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JF ORD Belguarde and Mr. Farewel, two Gentlemen of 
L Birth and Fortune, Leonora Siſter to the former, 
Fielante a fine young Lady of a large Eſtate in her own 
Hands, and Sir Courtly Nice, are the principal Characters 
exhibited in this Piece. Farewel and Sir Courtly are Ri- 
vals in the Love of Leonora: the one ſhe extremely * 
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and deſpiſes the other; but an old Family Quarrel pre · 
vents her Brother from liſtning to any Overtures from that 
Quarter, and reſolves to marry her to Sir Cpurtly. To 
hinder her from holding a Correſpondence either with him 
or any other Man, whom he does not a e, he puts 
her under the Power of an old Maid, her Aunt, a moſt 
formal affected Creature, very defirous of being married 
herſelf, and a Enemy to Courtſhip made to any 
other. My Lord alſo takes into his Family a poor Re- 
lation called Hothead, a zealous High Church-Man, and 
a Hater of Fanaticks ; and Teſtimony, a canting Preſpy- 
terian ; theſe two being of ſuch different Principles, he is 
certain will never agree in any Thing elſe; ſo he is ſafe 
from any Confederacy between them to impoſe upon him: 
—— Their Buſineſs is to ſuffer no Man whatever to come 


into the Houſe, without firſt examining who and what he 


is, and not even then to ſuffer him to ſee Leonora without 
her Aunt is with her. | 0 

The young Lady is almoſt diſtracted at this Confine- 
ment, but her Perſon and Fortune, by their Father's Will, 
being wholly in her Brother's Power, ſhe is obliged to 


ſubmit to it—— Violante, who is extremely her Friend, is 


allowed to viſit her frequently, Lord Belguarde himſeif 
being in Love with her, and finds his Addreſſes favourably 
received, though ſhe rallies him concerning his unac- 
countable Jealouſy of his Siſter's Honour, and proteſts ſhe 
will never marry him, till he has baniſhed that whimſical 
Diſpoſition from his Head and Heart. ; 
| Farewel, who is impatient at being deprived the Sight 
of Leonora, has Recourſe to Violante to aſſiſt him in his 
Plots, which ſhe is ready to do, not only in Friendſhip 
to Leonora, but alſo in Hopes of making ſome Altera- 
tion in the Temper of Lord Belguarde, whom ſhe truly 
loves. Crack, a very arch young Fellow, who has been 
expelled the Univerkty on Account of his Debaucheries, 
undertakes to carry Farewe/'s Picture, and a Letter from 
him to Leonora, which he accompliſhes under the Diſguiſe 
of a Taylor, who comes to take Meaſure of her for a Suit 
of Cloaths. 

Violante has another Lover beſide Lord Belguarde, called 
Surly, and has ſo abſolute a Power over him, in ſpite of 
his dogged Diſpoſition, that ſhe obliges him to teize Sir 

| * Ls | Courtly 
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Courtly Nice, and the Contraſt between the over delicate 
Fop. and the moſt conſummate and brutiſh Sloven that 
Imagination can figure out, makes ſeveral diverting 


Scenes, and that, I think, is all the Buſineſs Surly has in 


«© # 


this Play. | | 
Crack afterwards gets himſelf introduced to Lord Pj. 
guarde's Houſe, in the Character of Sir 7hcmas Calicoe, a 

_ Gentleman of a great Fortune in the Indies, but ſomewhat 
| diſordered in his Senſes, and pretended to be ſent over by 
an Uncle the Lord has in thoſe Parts,, and committed to 


his Care, to prevent hie being impoſed upon, or beg'd for 


a Fool e brings ſeveral Perſons with him in the 
Habit of Bantamites Fis ſuppoſed Retinue.—— Lord Hel. 
guard: is not much pleaſed with the Guardianſhip. of this 
omg Madman, but complies in Obedience to his Uncle 

equeſt. | 

Ou his coming into the Houſe, he finds great Diſorder 

In the Family: Lord Felguarde has found Fareauell's Pic- 
ture in his Siſter's Chamber: He ſwears be will have the 
Life of that Gentleman, or loſe his own, and the Aunt 
reproaches Leonora with Wantonneſs and Diſobedience : 

She is all in Tears, but pretends that her Woman found 
the Picture in W Attey,—— She knows Crack a8 
ſoon as ſhe ſees him, to be the ſame Perſon who brought 
both Picture and Leiter to her, and finds an Opportunity 
to tell him the Misfortune ſhe has had, and the Excuſe ſhe 
made upon it. This Information is enough for him; he 
ſeems in the utmoſt Confuſion for the Loſs of a Picture, 
Belgrarde aſks whoſe Picture it was, and he relates a Jong 

Story of a Siſter he has in the Indies, who is ſoon to come 

over and be married to one Mr. Farcabel; that he had 
got his Picture from her one Day, and forgetting to give 

it her again before he came away, had brought it in his 

Pocket, and now unfortunately loſt.—Affecling to re- 

collect where he could drop it, he at laſt fays, that Mis- 

fortune myſt have happened to him in Veminſler Abbey, 
having been there as he came along to ſee the Tombs. 
This gains Credit. with Lord Belguarde, who, by the 

Way, is extremely eaſy of Belief for a Man of his jealous 

and ſuſpicious Character ——Leonora now takes her Turn 

to upbraid him for his ill Opinion of her, and Fielante 
rallies him upon it, ſo that he is a good deal mortißed 


among 
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among them, but cannot yet be perſuaded to change his 
Manner of Behaviour. | 


An Outcry of Murder, and the Claſh of Swords near 
Lord Belguarde's Coach-houſe alarming the Family, he, 
Crack, Hothead, Teſiimony, and all the Servants, run out 


to prevent what Miſchief is apprehended. ——In the Con- 


fuſion, Farexwel, who, by Crack's A had brought 
People to make this Diſturbance, flips in at the Garden 
Gate, and conceals himſelf in Cachs Chamber. —— When 
the Hurry is over, Leonora and Farexwel meet, and ſup to- 
gether, Lord Becl/guarde being gone abroad, and the Diſhes 
ordered into the ſuppoſed Sir Thomas Calicoe's Chamber, 
where they are waited on by his pretended Bantamitrs. 

Farewel continues the whole Night with Crack, and 
the Aunt and Brother being both out of the Way, in the 
Morning Leoxera comes in to viſit them; but here an un- 


DO Accident happened, which required all the Dex- 


ty of our Love Engineer to play againſt ; Lord Be/- 
guarde returns before he was expected, and comes up 
Stairs to pay a Compliment to Sir Thomas Calicae —— 
Leonora no Time to get out of the Room, Crack 
therefore throws himſelf down, and having before told 
Lord Belguarde that he had been bewitched by a Woman, 
and could never endure the Sight of any of that Sex af- 
terwards; he now pretends the coming in of Leonora 
has made him in the Agonies in which he finds him. 
Lord Belguarde chides his Siſter for her Curioſity, and 
leads off the other, as fearing he is hurt. Farewel, 
who had hid himſelf in an inner Room, runs out again to- 
Leonora, and they, both laugh at, and admire the Inge- 
nuity, and great preſence of Mind which Crack had 
ſhewed on this Occafion. But their Merriment was very 
near being turned into a contrary Emotion :—— The Aunt 
having heard a Noiſe, comes haſtily into the Room to 
enquire the Occaſion, and ſees a Man with her Niece, on 
which ſhe calls out for her Nephew, and cries their Fa-. 
mily is diſhonoured, Leonora ruin'd, and a great deal of 
ſuch Stuff, — Farewel retires to his former Concealment, 


and Lord Belguarde, with Hot head, Teflimeny, and ſeveral 


Servants enter armed. ——Crach, who gueſſes what has 
bappened, comes in immediately, pretends to fall into ono 


of his mad Fits on the Sight of their Weapons, on — 
ey 
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they lay them down to humour him, and he ſeems to come 
to himſelf. ——Lord Belguarde then deſires Leave to ſearch 
his Lodgings for a Thief he ſays is hid there, but Crack 
tells him he can't grant any ſuch Thing, for he has a 
Friend there whom his Lordſhip muſt not ſee, and then 
tells him, that being in the Hall he ſaw Mr. Farewe/, who 
is to marry his Indian Siſter, paſs by the Door ;——that 
he had defired him to come in, but the other refuſed, on 
Account of an invincible Hatred there was between his 
and the Lord Belguarde's Family, till he, in a Manner 
forced him to enter. Having told this Story, he called 
Farewel to come out. Lord Belguarde would not be 
uncivil to him in his own Houſe, eſpecially as he came 
there on the Account of Sir Thomas Calicoe, and the 
Lover | compo with flying Colours. 

As as the Coaſt was clear again, and Lord Bel. 
| rde gone out, Crack finds Means to ſpeak to Leonora, 

bids her put on a Maſk, and ſomething to hide her Cloaths 
from being known, and come into his Chamber, which 
Advice ſhe follows exactly, and he roars out for Help. 
— and Teſimony run to ſee what has happened, and 
he bids them look on that Woman who was come in ſpite 
of his Requeſt to ſee none of the Sex, to aſſault him in his 
Chamber.—— They take her for ſome idle Creature that 
has ſlipt into the Houſe, and turn her out of Doors, each 
laying the Blame of her Entrance on the other; but Tei- 
mony, Who was privately a leud wicked Fellow, whiſpers 


oo to ker as ſhe is going out, and bids her ſtay for him in the 


Street, and he will follow and carry her ſomewhere, and 
give hera Treat. : 
Sir Courtly Nice, before this, has had ſeveral Scenes of 
Courtſhip with Leonora, iu all which ſhe has kumoured his 
Vanity, to make Diverſion for herſelf, - The old Aunt, 
who thinks him a mighty fine Gentleman, and too good 
for her Niece, is very much offended that Lord Belguarde 
won't ſuffer her to ſtay in the Room with them, becauſe 
ſhe imagines he would be more taken with that Decorum 
of Manners, and fine Behaviour, as ſhe is vain enough to 
think ſhe is Miſtreſs of, than with the Youth and Beauty 
of Leonora: In one of his Viſits, however, as he is ma- 
king the moſt paſſioante Addreſſes to his Miſtreſs, or ra- 


ther to his own Perſon, for he is all the Time looking on 
| kimſelf 


\ 
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himſelf in a great Glaſs, ſhe runs off and leaves him to 
ſay all his fine Things to his own Shadow, and the Aunt 
comes in. He continuing the Declaration he was mak- 
ing of her Beauty, and his violent Adoration of it, the 
antiquated Piece of Mortality takes all he ſays as intended 
to herſelf, and anſwers in a very whimſical Manner, yet ſo 
as Sir Courtly, when he turns about and perceives to whom 
he is talking, interprets that ſhe will do him all the good 
Offices in her Power with Leonora. The Aunt believing 
her Nephew has played her falſe, and was endeavouring 
to get Sir Courtly for his Siſter, when in Reality his De- 
ſigns were on her, tells him my Lord is not for the Match, 
but ſhe will meet him maſked at a Place ſhe appoints, and 
be married in private: He miſtaking her entirely, and 
not in the leaſt faſpetin but it is ker Niece who is to meet 
him, goes to the Rendezvous, and inſtead. of the fair 
Leonora gives his Hayd to her decayed Aunt. | 
Leonora, after having been turned out of Doors by 
Crack's Contrivance, as has been already related, goes to 


Violante's Houſe, to which Teſtimony follows: She then 


plucks off her Vizard, and the old Letcher is moſt ter- 
ribly frighted at having thus ed his Frailties, — Crack 
immediately brings in Farewel, and  Violante's Chaplain 
marries him to his dear Leonora. When the Ceremony is 
over, Violante ſends for Lord Belguarde, who comes with 
Sir Courtly Nice and his Bride, ſtill vizarded. His 
Lordſhip is at firſt very much vexed to find himſelf thus 
over-reached by Farcauol, but the Paſſion he has for Vo- 
lante keeps him within Bounds, and on her conſenting to 
marry him, forgives all has been done; but Sir Courtly is 
not to be reconciled to the ain he has got, and goes 
off abruptly. ——Teftimony is left to the Correction of 
Hos head for his carnal Inclinations, and beth of them 
are diſcharged by Lord Belguarde, as having no longer 
any Occaſion for Spies, fully now convinced, that the 
only effectual Guard upon a Woman is her own Virtue ; 
without which all the Precautions of her Friends will be in 
vain, and only ſerve to prove, according to the Title of 
the Play, that I cannot be. | 
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The Double Diſcovery . 
A-TRAGIECOMEDY.. 


By Mr. Da«vnen, 


—— 


HE Crown of Arragon _ uſurped, and the 

lawful King confined in Priſon without Hope of 
ever being able to recover his Dominion, he committed 
the Care of his only ſurziving Son, then an Infant, to 
an honeſt Lord, called Raymond, who gave him the Name 
of Torriſmond, and bred him as his own, concealing even 
from him his real Birth, till happier Times ſhould furniſh 
him with Means of declaring it to his Advantage. The 


Ufurper dying, bequeath'd his only Daughter, with the 


Kingdom, to Prince Bertran, by whoſe Aſſiſtance he had 


depoſed the lawful Monarch ; but the young Queen, ha- 
ving not the leaſt Affection for him, ſtill found ſome Pre- 


tence or other to defer the Marriage. The Moors ſoon 


after made an Invafion, and Bertran going General againſt 
them, proved no more ſucceſsful in War than in Love: 
He was thrice beat back, and compell'd to take Refuge 
in the City, and 7orri/mend was afterward deputed in his 
Place. This young Hero in one Battle delivered his 
Country, entirely repulſed the Moors, and flew their King 
with his own Hand. Lorenzo alſo Son to Alphonſo, the 
Brother of Raymond, performed many gallant Actions 
under his ſuppoſed Kinſman ; and the News of this great 


Victory with ſome Reflections on paſt Dangers begins the 


Play. 

| 7 orri/mond, being about to return, ſends Lorenzo with 

Notice of his Approach; and that young Officer heing 

loaden with Spoils of the Enemy, wants nothing but ſome 

kind Fair to take Part of them off his Hands; to that 

End he ſaunters about the. kigh Streets, till a vail'd Ma- 
donna, 


© 0 
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donna, who has ſeen him from a diſtant Window, accoſts 
him in a very familiar Manner; and at length to enga 
him more, diſcovers to him a very beautiful Face, He 
is greatly charm'd with her, begins to addreſs her ſe- 
riouſly ; but ſhe informs him ſhe is married to a rich, co- 
vetous, jealous old Hunks, and would perhaps not have 
conceal'd his Name, had not her Daenna come that Mo- 
ment to warn her to come home, her Huſband being in 
Sight. On which ſhe is obliged to leave him abruptly. 
She is no ſooner gone than Gomez, a Banker, whom Lo- 
renxo has formerly known, ſalutes and bids him welcome. 
The Colonel, full of the Thoughts of his pretty Miſtreſs, 
relates the Adventure to him, ſhews him the Houſe into 
which ſhe went, and deſires him to acquaint him with the 
Name of the Owner, if known to him. The Tranſport 
he was in all the Time he was making this Confidence 


prevented him from obſerving the Emotions of Geenez, 


whoſe Looks would otherwiſe have diſcovered to him that 
he was talking to no other than the Huſband of that 
Lady. However he was ſoon convinced of the Blunder 
he had made, but reſolved to leave no Means untried to 
get once more into the Company of Flvira, for ſo ſhe 
was called, in Spite of the Precautions of Gemez: > +: 
© Torriſmond has now entered the City, and having made 
ſome Declarations of a moſt violent Paſſion for the Queen, 
before the Officers of the Army, Bertran is appriſed of 
it, and takes upon him to reprimand the Preſumption in 
Terms which Torri/mond was little accuſtomed to bear, 
and for which nothing but the Queen's Commands could 
have withheld him from taking an immediate Revenge. 
Leonora, for ſo this charming Queen was call'd, found 


no leſs in the Perſon and Qualifications of Torri/mond to 


admire and love, than he had done in her: She ſoon con- 
feſſes her Affection and reſolves to be married to him in a 

few Days; but not doubting but ſome Dangers would 
ariſe from - Bertran's Diſappointment, ſhe complies with 
the Advice he has frequently given her of cauſing the de- 
— King to be murdered; well knowing that ſuch a 

would render him odious to the People, and thereb 

event him from raiſing any conſiderable Party to oppoſe 
Meaſures. Bertran, who is privately informed of tte 
Encouragement ſhe gives to his Rival, penetrates ns the 
ttom 


— 
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Bottom of her Deſign ; but counterfeiting an implicit Be- 
lief in all ſhe ſays, takes his Leave of her to order the 
Execution of the bloody Deed. As ſhe has conſented to 
it only for the Sake of Torri/mond, ſhe immediately com- 
municates the Secret to him, on which he ap ſo ſhock d, 
and ſets before her Eyes the monſtrous Cruelty and In- 
juſtice, with which it abounds, in Colours ſo ſtrong and 
moving, that ſhe repents, and is going to ſend to Bertran 


not to proceed, when a Meſſenger arrives from him to in- 


form her that her Commands are obeyed, and the old King 
is no more. Torri/mond laments her Crime, and the Fate of 
fallen Majeſty ; but ſhe huſhes all his Sorrows with an Af. 
ſurance of giving herſelf wholly to him that Night ; 
which Promiſe ſhe punctually performs. 

Torenxo is all this Time employed in proſecuting his 
Amour with Elvira: By means of a Preſent of fifty Pieces, 
he prevails on Father Dominic, her Confeſſor, to deliver a 
Letter to her, which ſhe anſwers, with Inſtructions how to 
gain Admittance to her Houſe. And the next Day diſguiſed 
in the Habit of a Friar, and accompanied by Dominic, ac- 
cording to her Orders, makes her a Viſit without being ſuſ- 
pected by any of the Family: The Confeſſor leaves them 
together, and the impatient Colonel is immediately for re- 
ceiving the Reward of his Labours ; but Eyira, who having 
been compell'd to marry Gomez, could not think of being 
happy while ſhecontinued under his Roof, therefore propoſes 
to Lorenzo to run away with him : He agrees to it, and the 
Time is prefixed. As they are 1a this Converſation Gomez 
comes in, and diſcovers the Counterfeit Friar, whom with 
Dominic he thruſt out of Doors, and loads his Wife with Re- 

hes. | mw | | 

The appointed Hour for her Elopement being arrived, 
Lorenzo, with two Soldiers, waits near the Door to receive 
her; but Gomez being at home there was no Poflibility of 


her getting out; on which Lorenzo bethinks him of a Stra- 


tagem : He ſends his Soldiers forcibly into the Houſe, who 
arreſt Gomez as a Traitor to the State, and are carrying him 
to be confined in their Quarters till his Wife has her 
Efcape ; but as they are hurrying him away, A/phon/o meets 
them, and obliges them to ſet him at Liberty. At his Re- 
turn he finds Lorenzo and the Friar at his Door, and Elvira 
juſt coming out with a Caſket of Jewels n 
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which Gomez takes from her, forces her again into theHouſe» 
and threatens the Colonel and Confeſſor with the Civil Laws 

Raymond the 2 Father of Torri/mond, being re 
from a Foreign Embaſly, receives, with equal Horror, the 
News of the King's Death, and Torri/mond's Marriage with 
the Author of that Deed: The Queen however having thrown 
the Odium of it wholly on Bertran, and given him up to 
the People's Rage, he reſolves to take this Opportunity of 
being reveng'd on both at once ; and perſuading the Queen 
that it will be neceſſary to raiſe the Train-bands of the 
City, in Caſe of any Diſturbance from the Friends of Ber- 
tran, obtains her Commiſſion to put himſelf at their Head ; 
which done, he acquaints them, that he can produce the 
Son of their murdered King ; on which, they all declare 


they will fight for their lawful Prince. He then leads them 


to the Palace Gates, where the Queen's Guards are little 
able to withſtand their Fury. * 
Raymond, before he undertook this Enterprize, had in- 
form'd Torri/mond of his Birth, and dear as Leonora was, he 
felt. a Shock at being united to the Murderer of his Fa- 
ther, which made him the moſt wretched of Mankind: 
Notwithſtanding, when he found her Life in Danger, he 
flew to her Relief, and eaſily repulſed Raymond and his Fol- 
lowers. He knew how to ſubdue her Enemies. but could 
not his own Honour and Duty, which forbid him to hold 
any farther Conyerſation with her. They are juff dn the 
Point of ſeparating for ever, when Bertran diſcovers that 
the old King ſtill — that ſuſpecting the Queen's Sin- 


cerity, he had but pretended to obey her cruel Orders, to 


try in what Manner ſhe would afterward proceed, which 
happening as he imagined it would, he now hopes a Par- 
don for having deceived her in ſo good a Cauſe. The Joy 
of Torriſmond and Leonora, at this happy Reverſe, is be- 
yond all Bounds ; and the late inexorable Raymond ſees 
them now embrace with Pleaſure. | NI 
But while the Court is full of Tranſport, poor Gomez 
has no Share in the general Satisfaction; he is wholly 
taken up with meditating pre/ent Revenge, and the future 
Security of his Wife and Jewels : He cauſes the Friar ta 
be apprehended, and brings him with Elvira before Alphonſo, 
whoſe Daughter ſhe is; bat knowing Lorenzo by no other 
Name than Colonel Hernando, he prefers a Complaint again} 
| im 
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him under that Denomination. As he his telling his Story, 
Lorenzo happens to come that Way, and ſtands be- 
hind his Father, whom Gomez pointing out for the Man 
he accuſes, A/phon/o thinks him mad to be jealous of his 
Wife upon the Account of her own Brother. Elvira and 
Lorenzo are both amazed to find themſelves ſo near of 
Ein ; but the Diſcovery is a great Conſolation to Comex. 
Father Dominic, however, for his good Intentions, has his 
Friar's Habit ſtript off, and is delivered to the Mob to 
be puniſh'd at their Diſcretion, which could ſcarce be 
more ſevere, than what all Men merit, who, like him, 
make the Sacred Name of Religion a Cloak for Avarice, 
the worſt of Vices, becauſe it leads the Way to almoſt 
all others, | 


THE 
SQUIRE of Alſatia: 


A COMEDY. 


By Mr. Tuouas SHADWELL. 


LO AS 


OI R William Belfond, and Sir Edward Belfond are 
| 8 Brothers, the one a Baronet by Birth, and Maſter 
of a large paternal Eſtate, the other being bred a Mer- 
chant, acquired great Riches, and was knighted. —Sr 
William the elder has been married, and is. the Father 
of two Sons. —- Sir Edward is a Batcheler, and determi- 
ning never to alter his Condition, adopts his younger Ne- 
phew, and breeds him as his own.—Sir William edu- 
cates the eldeſt at a Country School, keeps him always 
at home with him and will never let him ſee London, 
far fear of falling into ill Company, nor go to any Uni- 
verſity leaſt he ſhould learn Extravagance.— All he defires 
him to underſtand is the Management of his Lands, and 
Arithmetick enough to keep his own Accounts without a 
Steward. 


— 
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Steward,—Sir Edward, who has a more extenſive Way 


of thinking, ſends his Charge firſt to Weſtminfter Sch 
then to Oxford, and having compleated his Studies, to 
make the Tour of Europe, under the Care of a learned 
and experienced Governor ; ſo that wanting no Accom- 
pliſhments that an afluent Fortune can procure, nor a 

Genius be capable of attaining, he comes home an 
exceeding fine Gentleman. 

Sir Edward having been a Man of Gaiety in his Youth, 
and not ſo old as to forget thoſe Pleaſures he once pur- 
ſued himſelf, indulges his Nephew in every Thing he 
can defire, as he finds nothing in him tending to mean 
or diſhonourable Actions. He finds he keeps a great deal 
of Company, indeed, but then they are ſuch as it is no 
Diſgrace for him to be ſeen with, Men of Senſe and 
Fortune.—His chief Frailty is the Love of Women, and 


that, as Sir Edward imagines will wear off by Degrees, 


he r adily paſſes over. 

The Author does not ſeem to aim at giving any Ex- 
amples of a ſhining Virtue in this Play.—He contents 
himſelf with preſenting Men and Women, as they are 
to be commonly found, and thinks it ſufficient to paint 
Nature as ſhe is, without adding Beauties not her own. 
Perhaps intimidated from treading in that Path, by the 
Maxim of one of the greateſt Poets of that Age, 


— ever attempt to draw, | 
« A faultleſs Monſter which the World ne'er ſaw. 


He therefore makes young Belfond, an aimable and wor- 


thy, but not a pere Character.— He gives him all the 
Virtues can be expected in a Man of his Years, but 
does not adorn him with ſuch as Time and Experience 
only can beſtow. 2 | 

As Sir William is the Contraſt of Sir Edward, ſo are 


the two young Gentlemen the Contraſt of each other, 
both, however, think themſelves in the Right, but which 


of them is ſo, the Cataſtrophe informs us, 

Sir William hearing of the Death of a near Relation 
in Holland, who had made him his Executor, and left him 
all he had, which was very conſiderable, he is obliged 
to go over, —He leaves his beloved Son, bred up * 
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his own Heart, in Truſt of every Thing till his Return, 
and is not in the leaſt anxious for his good Behaviour, 
But the old Gentleman is no ſooner gone, than this Ex- 
ample, as he is looked upon, of Sobriety, takes it into 
his Head to come to Lond.n, with his Man Lolpoop, and 
ſee the Faſhions of a Place he has been taught to believe 
has nothing in it but Debauchery.—On his firſt Arrival 
he meets Shamavel, a decayed Kinſman of the Family, 
but who has no other Support at preſent than ſharping at 
Gaming-Tables, and being otherwiſe an Aſſiſtant to a 
notorious Gang of Cheats that have taken ſhelter from 
the Law in the Sanctuary of White-Friars. —Belfond is 
. at ſeeing any one he knows, and the other is 
no leſs glad of the Opportunity of getting ſo rich a 
young eir into his Power.—He perſuades him not ſee 
is Uncle, or his Brother till he appears as fine as they 
are, and to get a Coach, more Servants and fine Liveries : 
This pleaſes Belfond much; he agrees to all this Kinſ- 
man propoſes, -who takes him to a Tavern in White- 
Friars, and introduces him to all the Gang.—Poor Lol- 
goo does not like theſe Men, nor their Behaviour, and 
s always teizing his Maſter to leave them, but without 
Effect, his Country Education has not. been ſuch as ena- 
bles him to ſee into Men, and theſe being better dreſt 
than any he has been accuſtomed to converſe with, he 
takes them all for fine Gentlemen, and the canting 
Gibberiſh they make uſe of in that Place, for high Learn- 
ing and —_ Breeding.—They bring a Uſurer to him, 
_ lends him two hundred and fifty Pounds, for ng 
ives a Judgment of ſixteen hundred, they pretend! 

— T out in — 3 — — Tavern 
Bills.— To filence Lolpocp, they make him drunk, and 
bring a Whore to him, and by theſe Arts intoxicate him 
as well as his Maſter; and they are both in a fair Way 
of becoming downright Alſatians. | 
In the midſt of all this, Sir 7/7/Ham having diſpatched his 

Buſineſs in Holland, much ſooner than he expected, returns; 
' ſome Bills of Exchange, and other Affairs requiring his 
Preſence in London, he comes here before he goes home. 
Going to make a Viſit to his Brother Sir Zpard, they fall 
into Diſcourſe concerning the young Belfond: Sir Willian 
praiſes the Son, whom he thinks is in the Country, pop 
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Skies, and rails againſt the Debaucheries of the other, 
whom Sir Edward has taken into his Charge.—They 
both go together to the younger Be/fond's Lodgings, who 
happened at this Time to be but ill prepared to receive 
ſuch Gueſts. —He had a young Girl called Lucia, the 
Daughter of an Attorney, with him all Night. As ſhe 
was going away, Mrs. Termagant, a Virago, who had a 
Child by him three Years before, and l follows him, 
comes up Stairs: He knowing the Violence of her Tem- 
per, conceals Lucia in a Cloſet, but on hearing the Fa- 
ther and Uncle are below, he is obliged to put Mrs. Ter- 
magant in alſo, with a ſtrict Charge, that whatever ſhe - 
ſees or hears, not to make any Diſturbance.—But this 
Injunction ſhe is little able to comply with: She doubts 
not but this Girl is the Rival, for whoſe Sake ſhe has been 
forſaken by Belfond, and flies upon her ready to tear her 
in Pieces. — The other cries out Murder. — The Gentle- 
men are obliged to part them. Mrs. Termagant is turned 
out by the Footmen, and Lucia is ſent away in a Chair. 
Here is now ſufficient Matter for Sir Viiliam to re- 
new his railing at the Vices of the Age, the Misfor- 
tune of a Town Education, and the Ruin attending gi - 
ving too much Indulgence to Youth. But all he ſays 
cannot convince Sir Edward that he has been wrong in 
his Treatment of his Nephew, nor that he will not ſee 
his Errors, and become a ſober Man in a ſhort Time. 
All Sir Villiam's Care, however, is for his Country 


S80on.— He is reſolved to ſee him well ſettled before he 


dies, and to that End has fixed on a Wife for him.— 
Old Scrapeall the Uſurer, and a Puritan, has a very beau- 
tiful Orphan Niece, called /abe//a, who has twenty 
thouſand Pounds to her Portion —She is under his Guar- 
dianſhip, and lives with him, and Sir William agrees to 
give him five thouſand Pounds out of her Fortune for 
obliging her to marry his Son —But the young Lady has 
already dipoſed of her Heart to the younger Brother, as 
has her Couſin Thereſia, Daughter to Scrapeall, given hers. 
to Truenian, a Friend and Companion of his.— They had 
ſeen theſe Gentlemen at Church ſeveral Times, and had 
Reaſon to imagine they came their only for their Sakes ; 
nor were they miſtaken : Be/fond is ſo much in Love 
with Jabella, that for her Sake he can be content to 

8 part 


[ 238 ] 

part from all the looſer Pleaſures of his Life, nor is 
Trueman leſs devoted to the fair Therefia ;—but how 
to get at them was the Difficulty ; for the old Man k 

them as much immured, or even more, than they could 
have been in a Monaſtery, ſuffered them neither to give 
or receive any Viſits, nor to tir even to Church, without 
being accompanied by an old Governeſs called Ruth, 
who pretended to be a zealous Puritan, but was in Reality 


a canting Hypocrite, and ſecretly lewd in her Nature, 


Wick this Wretch does Trueman get acquainted, makes 
Love to her, lies with her, and in the End prevails with 
her for a Sum of Money, to introduce him and his Friend 
to her young Ladies. | 

She keeps her Promiſe, and this Converſation between 
the four Lovers confirms each of them in their reſpeQtive 
Paſſions. But ſoon after they are gone, an unlucky Ac- 
cident is like to diſappoint all their Hopes, Mrs. Terma- 
magant having been told ſomewhat of Squire Belfond being 
to marry one of theſe Ladies, preſently imagines it is the 
younger Belfond, not knowing any thing of the other, 
and is the more aſſured of it, as ſhe happens to ſee him 
$0 int the Houſe, on which full of jealous Rage and Ma- 


ce, the reſolves to break the Match if ;poſſible, and to; 
that End makes her Brother, who is a Bully of Alſatia, 


purſue her with a drawn Sword juſt before Scrapeall's 

oor, as if he intended to murder her; on which ſhe 
runs in, begs Protection, pretends to fall into Fits, and 
affects the utmoſt Terror and Diſtreſs. —The Ladies ſeem 
to pity her, and ſhe relates to them a moving Story, that 
having been ſolemnly contracted to young Be/fond, and 
had a Child by him, ſhe was now abandoned by him for 
an Attorney's Daughter, and that her Brother, a Captain 
im the Army, being now returned from the Wars, hearing 
what had befallen her, was determined to have her Life, 
as an Expiation for the Diſgrace ſhe had brought upon their 
Family. This ſorrowful Tale gains Credit with //abe/la, 
and ſhe vows to ſee Be/ford no more —Mrs. Termagant 
having accompliſhed this Point, goes to the Attorney, tells 


him the ſame 'I'hing, and withal, that it is his Daughter 


Lucia, who has been the Occaſion of her Misfortune in 
| loſing Belfond, and that ſhe found her in Bed with him 


one Morning. Lucia on this is locked up, and her Fa- 
| ther 


| 


* . 
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ther fall of Grief for the Ruin of his Child, and Malice 
to her Undoer.— So that Be/fond has enough to make him 
weary of Intrigue, which he heartily is, and now ſees 
the Pleaſures of a regular Life are infinitely exceeding all 
thoſe that its contrary can afford. | 

In the mean Time, Sir William happens to be walk- 
ing in the Temple Gardens, where he overhears Hackum, 
Cheatly, and his Couſin Shamavel, brag to each other of 
their Suaceſs with — Belfond, and contrive together 
how they may cheat him yet farther, on which he | 
up to them, and upbraids them with their Baſeneſs: They 
only banter him and go off — He obſerves which Way, 
md follows, reſolved to find his Son among them, 
that he may have ſomewhat to tell Sir Eward that will 
convince him of the Wickedneſs of the young Spark he 
has been ſo ready to excuſe ; for little does he imagine 


it is his Country Son who is playing the mad Pranks he 


heard theſe Bullies report of him. 

He goes into the George Tavern in White-Frears, 
where he ſees a great Dinner | van. which they tell 
him is for Squire Be/fond ; he defires to ſpeak with him, 
but the Country Rake hearing he is there, hides himſelf, 
and the Bullies firſt banter, and then ſwagger at Sir Willi- 
an. He grows outragious, and ſwears he won't leave 
the Houſe till he has ſeen his Son, on which they cry out 
an Arreſt. —The Mob of the Place riſes, and the old Ba- 
ronet is obliged to make uſe of his Legs for his Preſer- 
vation. 

He goes, however, to Sir Edzward, and relates to him 
what had paſt. Voung Bel/fond aſſures him, with a great 
deal of 'Truth, that he never was at the Place he men- 
tions, nor ever kept any ſuch vile Company.—Both 
himſelf and his Uncle imagine ſome Villain has taken 
his Name upon him, but his Father won't believe a Word 
that cither of them alledge in this Point, and continues 
frm in his Opinion, that his Son is one of the moſt 
abandoned Profligates that ever was. Young Belfond is 
extremely uneaſy, but reſolves to go to the Place his Fa- 
ther had been at, and find out the Bottom of this Myſtery. 

Accordingly he takes two Footmen with him, and 
Roger, a Servant of Sir Nillian's;— He gets into tle 
Room where his Brother and all his Companions are 

| carouling —- 
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carouſing.— The Amazement he is in is not to be ex- 
ed ; but he ſets forth the Villainy of thoſe Wretches 
in the ſtrongeſt Terms, and to convince the Squire, as 
they call him, what they are, beats and kicks every one 
of them before his Face: Tells him his Ruin, or his 
Safety depends on his ſtaying with them, or quitting the 
Place that Inſtant, and entreats him to go home with 
him undertaking at the ſame Time to reconcile him to 
their Father. But all this is talking to the Wind,—the 
poor deluded Cully is not to be prevailed upon to leave 
a Society in which he takes ſo much Delight, and all the 
laudable Intentions of this kind Brother are fruſtrated — 
He has, however, the good Nature to conceal what he has 
diſcovered: from his Father, intending to make one more 
Effort for reclaiming the Prodigal. | 
But Sir William is ſoon after informed of all. He re- 
ceives a Letter from the Country, acquainting him that 
Mr. Belfond left the Houſe ſoon after his Departure for 
Holland, and had not been heard of ſince.— This makes 
him fear his favourite ſober Son (as he believes him to be) 
is privately murdered, and he is beginning, to lament the 
Loſs of ſo dutiful and virtuous a Son, when he meets Lol- 
, in the Street with a Whore leaning on his Arm — 
This Sight is more amazing to him than the Account he 
has juſt received. He beats Loolpoop, and makes him re- 
late the whole Proceedings of his Son, then goes with him 
to the George, where he And his Son, and his uſual Com- 
panions, Whores, Bawds, and Bullies.—He flies in the 
moſt violent Paſſion, and offers to ſtrike the 'Squire, but 
Shamrwel, Hackum, and the reſt prevent him, and the old 
Gentleman is treated with the utmoſt Rudeneſs, not on- 
Iy by theſe Wretches, but alſo by his own Son, and he 
goes away intending to get a Lord Chief Juſtice's Warrant, 
and Officers to apprehend the whole Gang. 

Accordingly he goes directly, and procures a Tipſtaff 
and Conſtables, but on their crying an Arreſt, the Rabble 
riſes as before, and are too hard for the Officers, who are 
are all beat off, and Sir #///;am is taken Priſoner, and 
very near being carried to the Pump by his own Son, 
and his vile Aſſociates. Young Belfend, Trueman, with 
their Servants and ſome Gentlemen of the Temple, come 
in very opportunely for his Reſcue. —They fight aguil 

an 
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and take Shammwe!, Cheatly, and Hackum, who are given 
to the Pleaſure of the Mob, but the Squire runs away. 
The Cheats having been pumped, and almoft torn to 


Pieces, at length get home to theit old * where 
they find Squire Beſſond; but having Reaſon to believe 


by the Buſtle his Relations make about him, that they 
ſhall not long be able to keep him in the Way he is, they 
contrive to get him married to Mrs. Termagant, whom 


they paſs upon him for a Lady of Quality and Fortune, 


and ſhe is to give them her Bond for two thouſand Pounds, 
which on his offering to refuſe, they will ſue him for. 
The Parſon, and every Thing being provided, the Cere- 
mony 1s juſt going to begin, when young Belfond, who 
ſeems born for his Deliverance, comes in with his Friend 
Trueman, a Conſtable, Serjeant, and File of Muſqueteers, 
They ſeize on them all, and Mrs. Termagant, wild* with 
Rage at the Diſappointment, goes to ſtab young Belfond, 
but is prevented and diſarmed by Trueman — The Poſle of 
Debtors riſe again in Defence of their Privilege, but on 


the Soldiers offering to fire, run off.— The Squire goes 
now willingly with is Brother, and the Rogues are hauled 
away to Goal. 


But while this young Gentleman has been labouring to 
ſave his Brother, he had alſo another Difficulty upon his 
Hands, which was to be reconciled to /abe//s.—The Sto- 
ry ſhe had been told by Mrs. Termagant had ſunk ſo deep- 
ly into her Mind, that it was very hard for him to 
vail on her to think well of him again.—The Perſuations 
of her Couſin Therefia, Trueman, and Ruth, however, at 
laſt work upon her, and they all go to Sir Eazward's Houſe. 
The whole Story of their Love being related to that wor- 
thy Gentleman he gives his conſent to the Marriage, ſet- 
tles a Jointure of fifteen hundred Pounds per Annum on 
Jabella, beſides the whole of her own Fortune, and to 
make Lucia ſome Atonement for the Loſs of her Honour, 
gives her fifteen hundred Pounds.—The Squire is alſo for- 
given by his Father, and every one is now happy; but. 

eir Joy had liked to have changed into a moſt terrible 
Reverſe, —Mrs. Termagant having put on Man's Apparel, 
enters with two Affidavit Men, who ſwear to a Contract 


between her and Jſabella.— The Lady is frighted at this 
Forgery, all the 5 are ſurprized; but young * 


e 
Fond knows this Fiend of a woman through her, Dif. IF havi 
uiſe, plucks of her Periwig, and that puts an End' to the ance 
ception.— Quite deſperate now, and mad with Rage, and 
ſhe plucks out a Piſtol, and offers to ſhoot Be/fond, but pliſh 
miſſing her Aim, is diſarmed again.—Sir Edward, how- amia 
ever, in Conſideration of · what has paſt between her and (ber] 
his Nephew, offers her an hundred Pounds a Year while Civil 
ſhe continues quiet, and to provide handſomely for her E 
Child. —She agrees to this, and promiſes never to give 30,00 
any future Diſturbance. And now Sir William, convin- I young 
ced of the good Management of his Brother toward the If have 1 
younger Belfond, determines to be leſs ſevere to the Elder, 
and endeavour to reclaim him by the ſame gentle Means. WW by the 
 —Scrapeall is enraged to find his Niece and Daughter W with $ 
have diſpoſed of themſelves without him, and more fo, Thi 
that he loſes the five thouſand Pounds he expected to have ¶ Ranger 
for the Diſpoſal of 7/abel/a ; but his Behaviour has been Wturnin 
ſuch, and his Character ſo well known, that the Threats Ide lot: 
he gives are little to be regarded, eſpecially as thoſe he ben h 
has to deal with, are Perſons of too much Honour and 
Fortune to be any way affected by his feeble Malice. 
— This Play ſets forth many excellent Leſſons for avoid- 
ing thoſe Snares, which Youth of both Sexes are liable 
to fall into, and alſo teaches Age that it ought not to de- 
pend too much on itſelf... For theſe Reaſons it truely me- 
rits the Applauſe it has received, and doubtleſs will al- 
ways do ſo while Morality is praiſed among us. 


——_—. 


The SUSPICIOUS HUSBAND: 
A COMEDY. 
2h By Dr. Hoa br v. ow 
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12 HE Character which gives the Title to this enter- r 


, taining Comedy, is a Gentleman of Senſe and For- ume d h 
tune, but of a moſt unhappy Diſpoſition of Mind, which me; 55 
is tormented by groundleſs Doubts of his Wife's Conduch e — BY 
tho“ nothing can be more blameleſs than the Lady's Be _ 

| | ha viour. 
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(. haviour. In a Journey to Bath ſhe made an Acquaint- 
ie ance with Clarinda, a young Lady of a large Fortune, 
e, and happy in the Poſſeſſion of the moſt engaging Accom- 
m pliſhments: and on theif return to London ſhe invited this 
1. amiable Creature to ſpend her Time at Mr. Stri&/and's 
d ber Huſband's) Houſe, as an Acknowledgment for great 


Civilities ſhe received from her in the Country: Mr. Srrie- 
land has a Ward, by Name Jacintba, a Fortune of 


young Gentleman, to whoſe Character the Guardian can 
have no Objeclion, but that his Eſtate is ſcarce worth 3000. 
aYear. The young Lovers ſeem to have been encouraged 
by the Lady's deceas'd Father, but this has no Weight 
with Strictlund, who is obſtinately bent againſt the Match. 

Things are in this Situation when the Play opens with 
Ranger (a ſprightly "Templar and Couſin to Clarinda) re- 
turning from a Debauch, and making ſuch Reflections on 
he 25 of Time, as a tfünking Man will naturally feel 
when his Spirits are worn out by Fatigue and Satiety. 
lle fits down to his Studies, which appear to be Congreve's 
Poems, and while he is thus employed, a Servant enters 
with a Card fiom Clarinda, who defires to ſee him: be- 
lore he has Time to enquire where She lodges, a pretty 
Millener comes in with ſome Linnen : he diſpatches the 
ervant, and begins to play with the Girl, but is inter- 


nety to him, when they are joined by Frankly, a Gen- 
eman of Worth and Fortune, who takes Bellamy to the 
ak upon Buſineſs he has to communicate. In the next 
dene appear Mrs. Strictland and Facintha, and after ſome. 


iter he has received a Letter from Bellamy, who ſtill 
mtinues to make Propoſals which he treats with Con- 
"+ ', is prevailed on however to give him a hearing 


vant with an Anfwer to that Purpoſe. When ſhe 
gone he inſiſts that his Wife ſhall diſmiſs her Friend. 


enter”. Wirinda, whoſe Sprightlineſs and innocent Gaiety has 
d For med his ſuſpicious Temper ; and this in ſo harſh a 
whuc anner that he frights her into Tears, and ſhe promiſes 

ondueh Wedience to every Command of his. 


y's Be. M 2 We 


zo, oo. who is loved by and equally loves Mr. Bellamy, a 


upted by Mr. Bellamy, who is recommending So- 


onverſation, Mr. Strictland comes in and informs the 


ſeven in the Evening, and ſends Facintha to the 


— —  —_C 


— 
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We are aſter this preſented with Frank's Confeſſion 
to' Bellamy of a on he feels for a young Lady be 
danced with at Path, and whom he purſues to Lond, N of 1 
without knowing any thing of her Name, Quality or Le 
Fortune. While they are talking comes in Jacky Meg. MW fom 
get, who is a travelled Virtuoſo, and a Character that is W wr t 
of ſo little conſequence in the Plot, and fo trifling in it. (his 
ſelf, that moſt of his Readers wiſh the Author had not M (oa 
introduced him at all, — but introduced he is, and talks MW Maid 
. Nonſenſe about his Monkey c. to the End of the Ad. h 
The beginning of the ſecond is a gay Converſation of MW the h 
.Clarinda's with the two other Ladies in the Park, where carry 
ſhe acknowledges ſhe likes a Gentleman ſhe ſaw at Bat, W Anda 
and ſeems to with for a ſecond meeting. She leaves © vie 
them, but returns in an Inſtant, tells them ſhe has ſcenW jetires 
her Man, and immediately is followed by Fran4ly, who out o. 
is as well pleaſed with finding her out, as ſhe at ſeeing neced; 


him. He purſues her to S:ri&#/and's, and gets AdmittancefW in Boy 
— -Pleads his Paſſion for her, and is not diſcouraged- In the 
he aſks her if that be not her Houſe, which ſhe Anſwen of w; 
evaſively by telling him ſhe may be heard of there. A to him 
foon as he is gone ſhe confeſſes herſelf conquered. $tri?-M Claring 
land next appears, full of Suſpifion upon ſeeing a fine ſelf re 
Gentleman in his Houſe, and reſolves to watch his Wife while , 


narrowly, and if poſſible to find out the Truth from hi he ma- 
Servants ; with this View, he calls his Wife's Maid, beſ great P 
gins to open the Matter to her, but is afraid to truſt her then C. 
and orders her to ſend Tefter, a ſimple Foot-boy, to hin with his 
When he comes, he is ſhll irreſolute and is as much 2 
fraid of the Boy's Stupidity as the Girl's pertneſs. _.ſend 
him away and calls her again ; ſhuts the Door, but fan 
cies the Wench mocks him, turns her out, and goes dl 
himſelf in all the Torments of Suſpence and Jealouf 
This Incident is well managed, t is plainly « 
pied from a Scene in one of Ben. Jobnſon's Pla 
where the Character is drawn with much more mal 
terly Strokes. The next Scene we find Bellamy makin 
' Meggot (a man he thinks a Coxcomb, and with whom| 
has had an Acquaintance only of a few Hours !) a Col 
fident to his Deſign of carrying off Jacintha, and bo 
rows the uſe of his Houſe to bring her. to. Then ent 
Frankly in the higheſt Spirits; to him Bellamy owns 


Jacintha 
laken, 

pre 
Sri?! 
after his 
night R 
open wit 
—he d 7 
changes 
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fion MW Flame, which it ſeems he had never told him before, tho“ 
y be be was his moſt intimate Friend. They embrace as a pair 
don, Ml of Lovers, and in the Inſtant' Ranger appears, and brings 
ty or Wl a Letter (which he has got from the Servant) to Bellamy 
Meg- from Jacintba, wherein ſhe appoints twelve that Night 
hat is W for the Hour of her Elopement ; and juſt after Buckle 
in it. (his Man) brings in.a Ladder of Ropes, and a Suit of Boy's 
d not Wl Cloaths for the Lady's Uſe which be is conveying to her- 
talks W Maid. The third Act begins with a Scene before Strict 
> At. ¶ Hd's Houſe, where Bellamy is waiting impatiently for 
ion of WM the happy Minute that his Miſtreſs has appointed to 
where Wl carry her to his Arms: Frankly, who takes this to be Cla- 
Bath, rinda's Houſe, like a true Lover comes out of his Way 
leaves ¶ to view it by Moon-light ; the former npon his Entrance 
s ſeen retires for Fear of a Diſcovery, and now the Maid comes 
„ who out of the Houſe and calls to Jacintha to give her ſome 
ſeeingW neceſſary Cautions.—Frankly ſees her at the Window dreſt 
attanceMWQ in Boy's Cloaths, and his Jealouſy is inſtantly alarmed. — 
aged In the Interim enters C/arinda,as returning late from a party 
\nſwerel of Whiſt, Jacintba takes Frankly for Bellamy, and calls 
e. AW tr him; he anſwers, and ſhe throws the. Ladder out, while 
Strid. Clarinda deſcries him, and with as much Jealouſy as him- 
ga fneſ ſelf, reſolves to fee the End of the Adventure.—Mean 
1s Wile while Lucetta (the Maid) enters again and tells Facintha 
rom hy he may come down the back Stairs, which ſhe hears with 
aid, be great Pleaſure and accordingly retires from the Window: 
uſt her then Clarinda takes the Opportunity to reproach Frankly 
to hin with his Paſſion for another, which ſhe fancies ſhe knows 
nuch z the whole progreſs of, as ſhe takes it for granted that he 
 — ſend s the Lover, whoſe Addreſſes Strictland had rejected, and 
but fan vith whoſe, Amour Facintha herſelf had acquainted her, 


goes 01 dhe goes off in Anger, but ſays enough to ſhew Frankly. 
ealoußſſi his Miſtake, however he reſolves to ſerve the Lovers. 
nly coll Jacintha comes down, is frighten'd at finding herſelf miſ- 
's PlayWtaken, Bellamy attacks him — With great Difficulty are 


they prevented from fighting, and are ſcarce gone off, when 
Yriland, alarmed by Clarinda, comes out in hot purſuit 
after his Ward. Ranger, who is upon his uſual Mid- 
night Ramble, enters here, and perceiving a Window 
open with a Ladder reſolves to mount it in ſearch of Game 
—he does ſo and draws it up after him. The Scene now 
changes to Mrs. S$tri&/and's Dreſling Room, where Ranger 
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finds her talking to her Maid, whom ſhe diſmiſſes for 
talking impertinently of her Haſband ; encouraged by hear. 
ing that he was jealous, he accoſts her with a great 
deal of Humour and conſummate Aſſurance, —ſhe is aſto. 
niſhed at his Impudence, calls for help, but Nobody comes, 
and he has got her in his Arms when ſhe hears her Huſ. 
band's Voice, who is returned with Jacintba, Priſoner— 
ſhe hurries Ranger into the next Chamber, but he drops 
his Hat, which Stri#/and when he enters finds on the 
Floor, and flies into the moſt violent Rage, —his Wife is 
confounded and nothing can convince him, 'till Lucetta 
flily ſteals Facintha's Hat away, and ſhe owns Range,; 
to © hers, when he is as much aſhamed of his Folly, as 
he was before full of Paſſion ; he diſpatches Facintha to 
Bed, and retires with his Wife. The Scene here changes to 
another Apartment, where Ranger is lurking and meets 
7 acintha, takes her at firſt for a Boy, but by her Diſcourſe 
3s undeceived and then makes Love to her, tells her he 
came thither only on her Account, and that he has long 
admired her, when ſhe ſhews him his Hat and puts him 
out of Countenance.— At laſt he has recourſe to meer 
Force, ſhe falls into Tears and calls upon Be/l2my's Name; 
Ranger, who wi h all his Wildneſs is a Man of Honour, 
rejoices at the Opportunity of ſerving his Friend ; convin- 
ces her that he 4098 all her Concerns, and ſecures her 
Retreat by the Way that he got in himſelf. This whole 
Act is full of entertaining Incidents, and never fails of 
pleaſing the Audience when performed with ſuitable Spirit 

In the beginning of the fourth Act we find Bellamy 
reproaching Frankly for the Diſappointment he received 
from his impertinent Curioſity the Night before, fince 
which Time he has heard nothing of Facintha. White 
the other is excuſing himſelf, in comes Lucetta who ſup- 
poſes her Lady is with Bellamy, and her Account of the 
Matter alarms all his Jealouſy, and convinces him that 
he is abuſed in his Love by Frankly. They have drawn 
their Swords when Ranger enters, and with ſome Dif- 
ficulty parts them: he begins to give a Hiſtory of hi 
Adventures, but his Frolickſome manner enrages in their 
turns both the Lovers; one for his Facintha, and r'other 
on Clarinda's Account, whom he ſuppoſes Ranger had 
'been intriguing with, as he tells the Story. T =_ are 
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ſcarce pacified and both impatient to hear the News, when 
they ar joined by Meggot who explains every Thing, and 
ſettles all their Diſſenſions. We ad after this ſome new 
Inſtances of Strictland's unjuſt Suſpicions, who ſeizes a 
Letter wrote by Frank to Clarinda, and will not be 
ſuaded that it is not intended for his Wife tho' directed to 
another. This determines him to part with her, and he 
goes off to put his Reſolution in practice Clarinda, who 
15 in a manner turned out of his Houſe, has taken Lodg- 
ings, and is going thither in a Chair, when Ranger (who 
is ever looking out for Sport) overtakes her, and ſpite of 
the Chairmen and Landlady purſues her up Stairs. She 
knows her Couſin, and puts on a Maſk—he addreſſes her 
in his uſual Stile, but is ſtruck dumb when ſhe unmaſks : 
he recovers however from his Confuſion, and with great 
iety begins to entertain her with ſome part of his laſt 
Nioht's Exploits, but carefully conceals the Affair of the 
Hat. She perceives that he was the Perſon who had made 
all the Diſturbance in Strictlands Houſe, and reads him 
a ſevere Lecture on the Folly” of his Behaviour. He re- 
ſolves to be even with her, and to effect it puts on an Air 
of great Contrition, but tells her that he was ſent for a Sur- 
geon to Frankly who was dangerouſly wounded by Bellamy 
and yet ſhe would detain him to drink Tea with her. She 
is alarmed, and betrays her Tenderneſs by hurrying him 
away : This Scene is wrought up with great Spirit and 
Humour, and furniſhes Ranger an Opportunity of laying 
a Plot to bring Clarinda and his Friend together. The 
laſt Act opens with an affecting Scene between Strictland 
and his Wife, and while he is torturing both himſelf and 
her with the intended Separation, he receives a Letter 
from Bellamy and Facintha deſiring him to come to Meg- 


' got's where they promiſe to make him eaſy in his Doubts: 


He goes thither and his Wife (by their Requeſt) follows 
him. We ſoon after ſee all the Parties aſſembled at Meg- 
got's, where Clarinda (impatient to hear of Frankly) hur- 
ries after Ranger, and is led into a Confeſſion of her Love, 


and afterwards to make Sri4/and eaſy abſolutely gives him 

her Hand. Mrs. Srrictland enters here, and to leave no 

8 of her Conduct capable of a Doubt, tells her Huſ- 

d of Ranger Viſit ; he is ready to relapſe, when by 

his honeſt way of telling = Story he is at laſt — 
4 0 
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his Wife's Innocence, and to crown all ſettles the Affair 
between Bellamy and Jaciutbha to their Satisfaction; which 
concludes a Comedy, where the Incidents are ſo nume- 


rous and at the ſame Time ſo diverting, that few Plays 
can afford more Entertainment. 


ME RL INE 
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| By Mr. Rowe. 
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HIS Play opens with the Preparations for Battle 
between Tamerlane and Bajaxet, the two great Rival 
Powers of Aa. Axalla, a Chriſtian Prince, and an 1ta- 
lian by Birth, is the near Friend of Tamerlane, and chief 
General of his Parthian Forces. —In a Skirmiſh he has 
taken Se/ima the Daughter of Bajazet, and Moneſes, a 
Grecian Prince, who had been ſome Time before made 
Captive by Bajazet, and was ſent by him to conduct her 

to his Tent. » | 
Axalla had in the Beginning of the War been ſent to 
Bajaxet, with Offers of an Accommodation from Tamer- 
lane; and he then fell in Love with Seima, who had liſ- 
tened to his Suit; but all Overtures of Peace being diſ- 
dained by Bajaxet, their mutual Paſſion was kept a Secret. 
Now being made his Priſoner, ſhe demands as a Proof 
of his Love, that he will reſtore her to her Father ; hard 
as it ſeemed to part with her, he would have complied 
with this Injunction, but it was not in his Power, —The 
two Armies being met, and the Fight ready to begin — 
She exacts a Promiſe from him, however, that as ſoon as 
the Battle is over, he will order her to be conducted to 
Bajazet, and his fulflling this Engagement which his Ten- 
derneſs drew him into, had afterward like to have been 
1 *r . prodi T cruel, 

jazet is repr as a igious Tyrant, 
hugh even — alin, and revengeful.— 
He broke his Treaties with Greece, had fallen upon 
the Inhabitants when they were totally- unpre - for 
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Defence, and laid waſte many Towns, and taken a great 
Number of noble Captives; among whom was Mone/es 
before mentioned, and with him Arpaſia, a beautiful 
young Lady, to whom he was con „and juſt. goin 
to be married ; but they agree to paſs for Brother an 


Siſter during the Time of their Confinement.— The Em- 


peror became deſperately in Love with her, and to have 
the better Opportunity of proſecuting his Suit, had ſent 
her ſuppoſed Brother to guard Se/ima to the Camp, in 
which Commiſſion he was taken Priſoner, with his fair 
Charge, by Axalla, as above related. The Tyrant then 
urſued :rpafia with his unwelcome Love, which ſhe 

eeing no other way to avoid, confeſſed the Deception 
they had put upon him, and that ſhe was already betroth- 
ed to Moneſes, hoping that on hearing her Vows were 
given to another, he would deſiſt his Importunities ; but 
this Conſideration was of no Moment to him, and find- 
ing her reſolute in refuſing his Offers, compelled her to go to 
the Temple, where a Derwiſ married them after the Faſhi- 
on of that Country, and ſhe was afterwards drag'd to hisBed. 
All the Captives are royally entertained by Tamerlane, 


and the Fate of War determined in his Favour : The 


whole Army of Bajaxet being defeated, and himſelf made 
Priſoner, he no ſooner hears that Arpaſia is his Wife, than 
he orders her to be conducted to the Pavilion appointed 
for him, and omits nothing that a generous Conqueror 
could do, to render his Misfortune leſs grievous. h 
But Bajazet too proud to be obliged, treats all his Of- 
fers with nis former Fierceneſs, and mad with jealous Rage 
on Arpaſia's avowed and conſtant Hatred to him, receives 
her with little Pleaſure. Mone/es' hearing ſhe was taken, 
and not knowing of her Marriage, entreats Tamerlane to 
beſtow her on him; but is ſoon informed that ſhe is irro- 
coverably loſt to him.— They have afterwards a very mo- 
ving Interview, in which Bajazet ſurprizes them : Selima 
is alſo conducted to him by A4xa/la, according to the 
Promiſe that generous Lover had made, but their Loves 
being diſcovered to the Tyrant, he is far from thankin 
him for the Gift, yet offers to beſtow her on him, 1 
he will bring him the Head of Tamerlane; this not all his 
Paſſion can ſuffer him to admit a Thought of, and he is 
bid never to ſee. her more. 
M 5 Tamerlane, 
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Tamerlane, however, is not without his Dangers. 
Omar, a Tartar General, and a Man of great Intereſt in 
the Army, having been charmed with the Beauty of Se/ima, 
had beg'd her of the Emperor, who told him ſne was 4x. 
alla's Right: Enflamed with this Refuſal, he offers his 

Service to Bajaxet, aflures him he will draw all his Forces 
from Tamerlanc, and not only facilitate his Eſcape, but 
alſo put him in a Condition to conquer in his Turn, — 
The Tyrant accepts his Propoſal, and promiſes his Daugh. 
ter ſhall be the Recompence. BY 

In the mean time a Derwiſe in the Intereſt of Baja- 
ret, pretends a Buſineſs of Secrecy and Importance to 

 Tamerlane, and is admitted to a private Conference, in 

which he attempts to ſtab him, but the Emperor diſarms, 

upbraids, and afterv-ards pardons him. This Clemency 
has not the Effect it ought, or might be expected to have 
on this wicked Man, he joins in the Conſpiracy with 
Omar, and ſome other Tartarian Generals, who are diſ- 
guſted at the Favour ſhewn to 4xalla, and every Thing is ſo 
ordered, that Tamerlane muſt have been inevitably ruined, 
but for a very extraordinary Accident. Providence (or at 
leaſt the Poet, for I think the Fact is not in Hiſtory) ſo or- 
dained it, that the Daughter of this haughty Monarch 
mould be the Inſtrament of diſappointing his Deſigns, in 
the following Manner. 

On the Night intended for the Enterprize, Moncſes came 
to take a laſt Leave of his dear undone Arpaſia, and Ax- 
alla to renew his Vows to Selima : Bajazet, on hearing 
they were there, orders both to be ſeized. — Moneſes is 
ſtrangled by the Mutes before Arpaſia's Face, who dies 
with Grief immediately after, but he gives to the Entrea- 
ties of Sclima an Hour's Reſpite to Aæalla, on Condition 
ſhe prevails with him to renounce the Tartar, and be the 
Companion of their Flight. —The Princeſs knowing too 
well her Lover's Soul, to imagine ſhe ſhall be able to win 
him to forſake his Maſter, and fearing her Father's Cruelty 
in caſe of a Refuſal, diſguiſes him in the Habit of a Slave, 
by which Means he fafely reaches the Camp of Tamerlone, 
and acquaints him with all he has diſcovered. — The Ar- 
my on this is immediately alarmed, they encompaſs the 
Pavilion of Pajazct.— Omar with his Party are defeated, 


and himſelf with the perſidious Ocrwiſe, and thoſe other 
| Tartarian 
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Tartarian Lords, who had joined in the Conſpiracy, made 
Priſoners, and ordered to the Execution dye to Traytors. 
—Bajaxet, on finding all this has hapened by his Daugh- 
ter, is juſt about to ſtab her, when the victorious Tamerlane 
and Axalla ruſh in and fave her. She is to be given now 
to her Lover, and her Father to be impriſoned for Life, 
which, till retaining his former Fierceneſs, he ſwears ſhall 
be of ſhort Duration. | 

This Play being intended as a Compliment to King 
William, there is ſome Room to believe the Character of 
Tamerlane is illuſtrated with ſome Beauties, which the 
Original might want, and alſo that of Bajazet rendered 
more hideous, than is almoſt in Nature.—But Poetick 
Licence authoriſes ſome little Tranſition from the Reality, 
and is ſure not be condemned when in Favour of the 
prevailing Party ; for which Reaſon we are ſure of ſeeing 
it appear to a crowded Audience every fourth of Nowems- , 


ber. 
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HE Hiſtory or Fable (for I will not pretend to ſay 
on which this Play is founded) is of ta/ian Growth, 
and the Moral ſeems calculated with a double View ; firſt 
to ſhew the Dangers to which a Prince expoſes himſelf by 
truſting too much of his Authority in any. one Hand, eſ- 
pecially if he be nearly allied to the * and, 
ſecondly, the Deteſtation Heaven has of all kinds of Uſur- 
pation, which ſooner or later it never fails to bring to due 
Shame and Pumſhment. . | 
Broſpero, Duke of Milan, being a Prince much devoted 
to Study and Contemplation, had left the Management of 
State Affairs entirely, in a Manner, to his Brother's Care, 
who tempted by the Sweets of Power, ſeized on the Sove- 
reign Authority, and ſent Proſpero, with two Infant 
Daughters, into Baniſhment. The Duke of Mantua be- 
Ing at that Time a Minor, the Perſon appointed for his 
Protector alſo uſurped his Dominions, — had the Royal 
Babe concealed in Milan. 


The 
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him to be put into an * Boat without any Proviſions, 
and ſo expoſed to all the Dangers of the Winds and Waves; 
but Gon/alvo an honeſt Courtier pitying his Fate, though - 
unable to prevent it, furniſhed him with many Neceſſaries, 
and ſome Books of more Value to him than his Dukedom. 
The unbappy Prince thinking it might hereafter be of ſome 
Service to him, finds Means to ſteal the young Heir of 
Mantua, and make him Sharer of his Fate. —— With 
theſe three Infant Paſſengers he was driven on Shoar on a 
deſert and enchanted Ifland ; but by his great Skill in the 
abſtruſe Science, he made the Spirits both of Earth and 
Air ſubſervient to his Will, and attend all his Commands, 
as alſo two Monſters, Caliban and Sicorax, begot, as the 
Poet tells us, by the Devil on a Witcg. MK 
Here did Preſpero live for the Space of fifteen Years, 
and bring up the three who were under his Care, ——By. 
his Art he erected a magnificent Cave for himſelf and 
Daughters, and another in a diſtant Part of the . Iſland for 
Hippolito the Heir of Mantua, who was now equally dear 
to him with his own Children ; but never ſuffere them 
to meet, fearing ſome Danger might enſue, - 
Antonio and Alonzo, the two Uſurpers, with Prince 
Ferdinand the Son of the latter, and the honeſt Gon/a/wo, 
on ſome Occaſion were altogether in a Ship. This is ie 
pero was informed of by his Spirits, and inſtantly raiſed a 
Tempeſt, which after terrifying them in the molt violent 
Manner, threw them on a Rock, where all quitting the 
Veſſel, each endeavoured to ſhift for himſelf, ſome by 
one Means, and ſome by another. Preſþero ordered it ſ 
that they ſhould all dire& their Courſe to the enchan 
Iſland, and not a Man periſh, tho' each ſhould land at 
different Times and Parts. Ferdinand made the Saar 
near to the Cave of Proſpero, where he ſaw and fell in, 
Love with Miranda his eldeſt Daughter. The two 
Uſurpers, with Gonſalvo, who had ſaved themſelves on 
Planks, were thrown on the other Side of the Iſland, 
where being almoſt periſhed with Fatigue and Hunger, 
they were tantalized with the Sight of delicious Viance, 
which as they offered to lay hold of, vaniſhed from their 
Touch. Many Tricks did Preſpero's attending Spirits 
play upon them for their Puniſhment ; but while theſe 
Things 


The inhuman Brother of the depoſed Proſpero ordered 
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Things were doing, Hippolito having ſtirred beyond his 
Bounds, met with Derinda, the youngeſt Daughter of the 
baniſhed Duke ; as ſhe had never ſeen a Man except her 
Father, nor he any Woman, they wonder at each other, 
and their Admiration ſoon converts into the moſt tender 
Love. Ferdinand afterwards meeting him, and ſpeak- | 
ing of Miranda, Hippolito is overjoyed to hear there are 
more Women in the World, and tells the other that he 
will have them all: the Prince is ſurprized at his Sim- 
cage but is at length ſo far urged, that he fights with 

im, and wounds him. ——Hippelito lies as dea through 
Loſs of Blood, Dorinda mourns over him, Preſpero is 

rieved beyond Meaſure, and reſolves to put Ferdinand to 

th; but to compleat his Revenge on the Uſurper of 
Mantua, for having aſſiſted his Brother in his lawleſs 
Claim, orders the two Dukes, with Ganſalvo, to be 
brought, in order to behold the Execution. Miranda 
begs for Ferdinand, but in vain ; and his Father, with the 
others, being come, Proſpero diſcovers himſelf to them, 
and the Manner in which he has lived : They cannot 
deny either the Juſtice of his Reproaches, or the Provi- 
dence which has manifeſted itſelf in all theſe Events. 
Juſt as Ferdinand is about to ſuffer the Doom Preſpero has 
paſt upon him, Ariel the Spirit has brought Herbs of ſuch 
a healing Virtue as reſtore Hippolito. This happy Event 
converts all their Sorrows into Rejoicings ;——the uſu 
ing Duke reſigns his Dominions to his Brother, as does 
the other thoſe belonging to Hippolito, who is to marry 
with Dorinda, and Ferdinand with Miranda, Praſpero, 
who has made his Spirits refit the Ship, is to embark with 
them, and reſume his Right; ſo that Juſtice at length gets 


the better of Fraud and Ambition. 
The Sailors who were alſo thrown on Shoar after havin 


had many comical Conteſts among themſelves, who ſhoul 
be Lords or Governors of this Ifland, at laſt become 
Friends, and are willing to be equal as before. Their 
Parts, however, with the ſinging of the Spirits, contribute 
greatly to render this Play ſo agreeable in its Repreſenta- 
ton. | 
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The Force of LOVE. 
A TR er es 


By Mr. NAr. LEE. 
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1 N, Emperor of the Faß, and Varanes 
Prince of Perſia, were educated together, being 
much of the ſame Age, under the Care of Leontine the 
Philoſopher, who had the Addreſs, though his Pupils were 
of the moſt oppoſite Tempers that could be, to excite in 
them a very tender Friendſhip for each other. Their 
Studies being compleated, each repaired to his reſpective 
Home, but Theadaſius having by Accident beheld a v 

beautiful Maid, as ſhe was bathing herſelf, became ſo 
much enamoured of her, as to forget every Thing elſe : 
He had cauſed all poſſible Enquiry to be made concerning 
her, but was able to learn nothing, on which he fell into 
an extreme Melancholy— The Shadow of the fair In- 
cognita was for ever before his Eyes, without the leaſt 
Hope of ever being able io ſee the Subſtance any more, 
ſ 1 he returned to Conſſantinople, wholly incapable of 


the Management of publick Affairs, which being ſenſible 


of himſelf, he left all to the Care of Pulcheria his eldeſt 


- Siſter, and a Princeſs of great Penetration and Prudence. 


—— This, Marcian the General, and all the Officers of 
the Army were highly offended at, as thinking it beneath 
the Dignity of a Roman Soldier to receive Orders from a 
Woman ; not but that Hero was ſecretly in Love with 
Pulcheria, as was ſhe alſo with him, but both kept their 
Flames concealed, the one out of Reſpect, and the other 

2 Out 
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out of Modeſty.——He talks to her, however, on the 
Emperor's ſtrange abſenting himſelf from Buſineſs, with a 
Freedom, which tho' ſhe does not diſapprove in her Heart, 
replies to with a Haughtineſs becoming her CharaRer, 
and to try his Honeſty to the utmoſt, deprives him of his 
Command, and baniſhes him the Court. 

Theodefius is all this while languid and inſenſible of every 
thing that paſſes, and his two younger Siſters having re- 
ſolved to become Nuns, he is about to follow their Ex- 
ample, and devote his whole Life to the Exerciſe of Re- 
ligion in a Convent. Nothing could have prevailed on 
him to quit this Deſign, but the News that Varanes his 
Friend, and the Partner of his Studies, with Leontine his 
Tutor, were on their Way to viſit him. His Love to 
the Perſian Prince, and his Regard for the Philoſopher, 
obliged him to ſuſpend the Execution of what his Me- 
| lancholy had made him determine, till he had paid ſuch 
Civilities to thoſe dear Perſons, as their C s, and 
his own Inclinations demanded from him. | 
There ſeemed, indeed, to be a Parity of Fortune, tho 
not of Diſpoſition, between thoſe two great Princes: Va- 
ranes Was no leſs diſtractedly in Love than Theodofrus He 
had feen Atbhenais the Daughter of Leontine, and had given 
her ſo much of his Soul, that he was nat able to hive a 
Day. out of her Sight. As he aſſured the Philoſopher he 
had no Deſigns tending to her Diſhonour, he permitted 
him to entertain her with his Paſſion, and when they ſet 
out for Conſtantinople, — her along with them, but 
when they arrived, ſuffered 
or be ſeen by the Emperor, for Reaſons he had within his 
They had not been long in Conflantineple, where they 
were received with all Honours, before the careful Father 
thought it a proper Time to ſound the Bottom of the 
Prince's Intentions concerning Atbenais, therefore pro- 

ed a Marriage Varanes ſtarted at the Motion, and 

y the Perſuaſions of Aranthes his Confident, utterly re- 
jects it, on which Leontine forbids Athenais ever to ſee him 
more, nor does ſhe herſelf defire it; for though ſhe loves 
to the utmoſt Height of Paſſion, yet the Strictneſs of her 
Virtue, renders her diſdainful of the Man who durſt to 


taink 


r not to approach the Court, 
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. think of her with Diſhonour.Leontine finding her in 
the Humour he wiſhed, now carries her to Court, and 
2 her to Pulcheria, under the Pretence of having 
r baptized into the Chriſfian Faith, which ſhe had long 
inclined to, and of which the Emperor and his Siſter were. 
Pulcheria receives her with Joy, aſſiſts at the Ceremony of 
her Initiation, and is herſelf her God-mother, giving her 
the Name of Exdofia.—— The Emperor fees her with his 
Siſter, but how great is his Aſtoniſhment, when he finds 
in the Daughter of his Tutor the very Charmer for whom 
he had ſo long languiſhed, and whom he had ſo vainly 
ſought.—He immediately throws himſelf at her Feet, with 
the Offer of the Imperial Crown, which Leontine com- 
mands her to accept. He it was alone, who knew theObje& 
of his Pupil's Affection, but concealed her from himgknow- 
ing her Paſſion for Faranes, and now took this Opportuni - 
Ki diſcovering her, in order to revenge the haughty Re- 
al of the Perfian Prince : She had been equally piqued 
at it herſelf, and therefore readily agrees to give her Hand 
to Theodoſius the next Day, the Impatience of that young 
Monarch permitting no Delay. In the Tranſport of his 
Heart, he tells Yaranes he has found the Beauty which had 
ſubdued him, but without mentioning her Name, and the 
Prince little ſuſpeQs the intended Empreſs is his adored 
Athenais, till the Emperor brings her forth dreſt in Im- 
perial Robes. His Confuſion then is ſuch, as requires 
all the Poet's Art to expreſs. Theodofeus ves he is his 
Rival, and his generous Friendſhip gets ſo much the better 
even of his Love, that he leaves her to the Freedom of 
her Choice. Varanes repents him of the late Indignity 
with which he treated Leontine, and after the Example of 
* the Emperor, offers his Daughter the Crown of Perfia : 
T But this is now too late, ſhe has given her Promiſe to 
e Theodofius, and will not recede from it, though her Paſſion 
* for his Rival ſtruggles hard within her; yet cannot ſhe re- 
d frain avowing ſhe ſtill loves him, and there is between 
5 them a very moving Scene: He parts from her reſolved 
n to die, nor are her Intentions of a leſs deſperate Nature, 
S though ſhe conceals them from him and all the World. 
Pulcheria is all this Time not indolent.—She grieves at 
her Brother's Inactivity, would have him rouz'd to nobler 
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Thoughts than thoſe of Love, and who ſo proper for 
that Taſk as Marcian, whoſe Worth ſhe not only loves, 
but knows wherefore ſhe loves ; the Time allotted for his 
Baniſhment is not yet come, he is {till at Court, and ſhe 
reſolves to make him the Inſtroment of awaking the Em- 
peror to the Duties of his Station. As the Imperial T7 heo- 
dofrus ſigns all Papers ſhe preſents, ſhe lays before him a 
Warrant for his beloyed Eud-fa's Death, to which he ſets 
his Hand and Seal as to the others, without giving himſelf 
the Trouble to examine the Purport. This Warrant 


ſhe puts into Marcar's Hands, not e but he will 


make a proper Uſe of it; but on her intruſting him with 
it, ſeems to have forgot the Doom ſhe has inflicted on 
him. On this he goes to the Emperor, ſhews him to 
what his Indolence and Dependance may poſſibly bring 
him, and pictures out the Figure of a Monarch who ne. 
glects the State, in ſo lively a Manner, that Theodofius is 
re-animated by it, and promiſes to head his Army in 
Perſon as ſoon as his Nuptials are conſummated. 

| Leontine is for haſtening the Completion of what he ſo 
much wiſhes, both ſor his Daughter's Sake, and the Gra- 
tification of his Reſentment againſt Yaranes : The Mar- 
riage Ceremony is therefore, at his Requeſt, performed 
the Night before the Day agreed upon. Eudoſia being 
called to the Altar, drinks Poiſon, and then weds the Em- 
peror.——/aranes is informed by Arantbes of this Mid- 
night Marriage, on which he falls upon his Sword, and 
commands that Attendant to order his dead Body to be 
carried to the Empreſs, as ſhe is coming out of the Chap- 
pel.—The faithful Aranthes punctually obeys his Prince's 


Commands, and relates to her, the Emperor, and all pre- 


fent, the ſad Circumſtances of his Lord's Fate. 
This dreadful Spectacle haſtens the Operation of the 
Poiſon, ſhe throws herſelf upon his breathleſs Coarſe, 
confeſſes the Paſſion: ſhe ever had for him, and what ſhe 
has done to preſerve herſelf from any other Man, then 
dies beſide him. 
The Emperor equally grieved for his Friend and Bride, 
now reſumes his Reſolution of retiring from the World 
for ever, but firſt joins the Hands of Marcian and Pui- 
cheria, to whom he gives his Empire, which is the laſt 
Scene of a Play, which has too many Beauties in it not 
; | to 
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to attone for ſome few Faults, which nothing but the toe 
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great Warmth of the Author's Imagination could have 
made him overlook, fince they are only ſuch as might 
have been eaſily reQified by a leſs maſterly Hand. 
It is, however, an Entertainment which will always have 
Charms for the Ladies, and for that Reaſon, if for no 
other, will be countenanced by all the polite of the 
other Sex. 


L'ENICE Preſerved: 
OR, A 
PLOT DISCOVER'D. 
A TRAC ED F. 


By Mr. OTwavy. 


X RIUL I, a Senator of Venice, has an only Dau h- 
ter, once extremely dear to him, but loſt his Aﬀec- 
tion by this Means; he had entertained in his Houſe a 


young Gentleman named Jaffier, of worthy Parts, but of 


a Fortune inferior to his Merits ; he had loved him, and in- 
tended to do him all the good Offices in his Power; 
when happening to be on the 4driatick at the Time when 
the Dege of Venice celebrates his Marriage with the Sea, 
and Faffer and his Daughter Belvidera with him; the Ship 
ſtruck upon a Rock, the Long-boat was thrown out, into 
which he went, his Daughter following was waſhed off by a 
Wave, on which Jaffer plunging in ſaved her Life, with 
the imminent Danger of 2 own; ſhe afterward rewarded 
the Service by marrying him, which ſo incenſed Priulli, 
that he would not permit either of them to come into 
his Preſence ——Taffer ſupported his beloved Belvidera, 
for ſo ſhe is called, according to her accuſtomed on of 
ͤ ving, 
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living. while he had any Means of doing ſo, but his lit- 
tle Subſtance being at length quite conſumed, they fell in- 
to extreme Poverty. —In this Diſtreſs he has Recourſe 
to Priuli, who will not be prevailed upon to afford them 
the leaſt Aſſiſtance, and ſeems even to take a ſavage Plea- 
ſure in their Calamities. 

A Conſpiracy againſt the Senate being at that Time on 
Foot, Jaſfier is prevailed upon to enter into it, partly by 
his Neceſſities, partly by the Inſtigations of his dear 
Friend Pierre, and partly out of Revenge for the Treat- 
ment he has — fon his inhuman Father-in-law. 

Being introduced by Pierre to the Faction, his Since- 
rity in the Cauſe is ſuſpeAed by many of them. Warm 
Words on that Occaſion enſue, on which he puts Belvidc- 
ra into the Hands of Renault, one of * principal 
among them, by way of Hoſtage for his Faith, giving a 
Dagger with her at > ſame Time, which if he is found 
falſe, he agrees ſhall be plunged into her Heart. 

Renault no ſooner has her in his Poſſeſſion, than fired 
with her Beauty he attempts to raviſh her, but her Shrieks 
prevent him, and ſhe is preſerved from Violation, Ja er 
comes ſoon after to viſit her; ſhe acquaints him with the 
Baſeneſs of the Man to whom ſhe has Sheen given in 

and inſiſting on being let into the Secret of his 

having left her in this Manner, he is with much ado pre- 
vailed on to reveal to her the whole Plot, and the Conſe- 
quences which it is intended to bring about. Perceiv- 
ing that the whole Senate, and all the great Magnifico's 
F Ferice were to be involved in one common Deſtruc- 
tion, ſhe is ſhocked to the very Soul at the Thoughts of 

ſo bloody an Act of Treaſon, and would chuſe rather to 

ſuffer a thouſand Deaths herſelf, than conſent the leaſt III 

ſhould befal Priuli, whom, barbarous as he has been, ſhe 
ſtill loves, and reveres with the greateſt filial Tender- 

neſs. She ſets the Crime Jaſſier is about being guilty 

of in the ſtrongeſt Colours before his Eyes, and her mov- 
ing Eloquence, joined with the extreme Paſſion he has for 


ber, and the Shock which the Villany of Renault has given 


him, at length prevail on him to go to the Senate and lay open 
the Conſpiracy ; though he cannot be brought to reſolve on 
_ doing this, without the moſt ſevere Conflict within himſelf, 

.both on Account of the ſolemn Imprecations he has _ 
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and the Tamas he muſt be guilty of to Pierre, who 
next to Belvidera was the Perſon in the World moſt dear 
to him. He ſuffers her, however, to lead him to the 
Senate Houſe, where, having previouſly obtained Pardon 
for Pierre, and ſeveral others, of whoſe Names he has 
given in a Lift, he declares the whole of the Plot, and by 
what Means it was deſigned to be put into Execution. 
All the Conſpirators are immediately ſeized : Pierre up- 
braids Jaſſier, and he already repents what his Wife's Per- 
ſuaſions have made him do; but much more ſo, when he 
finds the faithleſs Senators have recalled their promiſed 
Mercy, and condemned Pierre and ſeveral others to Death 


upon the Rack: He now grows wild with Deſpair, Re- 


morſe, and Grief, and in his Fury threatens to kill Belvi- 
dera ; ſhe flies to her Father, and prevails on him to uſe 
his Intereſt for the Preſervation of the Conſpirators ; but 
before this can be acccompliſhed, Pierre is carried to Exe- 
cution : He deſires to ſee Jaſſier before his Death ;—they 
are reconciled, and on Pierre's Requeſt he ſtabs him, to 
revent his being ed upon the then kills him- 
Fr with the ſame . | | 
Belwvidera, on hearing this dreadful Cataſtrophe runs 
mad, and dies in the utmoſt Agonies.—Priu/i now la- 
ments his Cruelty to her Huſband, which had been the 
Cauſe ofhis entering intothat fatal Aſſociation, and brought 
on all theſe Miſeries. 
In the Midſt of theſe affecting, and Pity-moving Scenes 


the Audience is diverted with ſome of a different Nature. 
— Aquilina, a Greek Courtezan, is kept by an old fooliſh, 
Senator called Antonio, and his ridiculous Manner of en- 
tertaining her, excites no leſs of Mirth in the Audience, 
than the more ſerious Characters do of Grief. Pierre has been 
her Lover for a long Time, and is almoſt adored by her, 


though Intereſt has made her yield to Antonio, whom ſhe. 


hates and deſpiſes.— If there be any Thing faulty in thisPlay, 
it is certainly ſome few ludicrous Rxpreſſions which ſeem ra- 
ther adapted to the Sock than Buſkin; and, indeed, the Gene: 
tlemen who have the Management of the Theatres are ſenſihle 
of it, and of late Vears have omitted as many of them as could 
be cut out without Prejudice to the Buſineſs of the Piece, which 
is univerſally allowed to be one of the beſt and moſt ftrik- 


ang. 
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ing Tragedies we have on the Stage, and is never acted 
without drawing Tears from as many as are capable of 
feeling any Share in the Woes of others, 


VOLPONE: 
0 R. 
The F O K. 
A ONE. 


By Mr. Ben. JohNSo NW. 
7 OLPONE. is a Magnifico of Venice, very rich, 


and privately luxurious, yet ſo ſordidly coyetous of 
other Men's Goods, that he counterfeits himſelf ſick and 


— — 


decrepid, and makes it be given out to all his Acquaint- 


ance, that he is in a dying Condition, in order to excite 
them to make him Preſents, and humour ' him in every 
Thing, in hope of being remembered in his Will. —The 
Defign ſucceeds, and his Houſe is every Day crowded 
with Perſons who come under the pretence of Love to. 
enquire after his Health, but in Reality are impatient for 
his Death, -— Each ftriving which ſhall moſt ingratiate 
himſelf: Among the number of theſe is Corvino, a Mer- 
chant, Yo/tore, an Advocate, and Corbaccio, a Man almoſt 
blind and deaf with Age, Each is made to believe he is the 
Heir by Maſca, a Paraſite and Companion, of Volpone s, 
who lives with him, and carries on the Deception in the 
moſt artful and diverting Manner. 

The firft Scene diſcovers Yo/pone and his Aſſiſtant laugh- 
ing anck triumphing over the Gulls hey make, but on 
a Knocking at the Door, the former puts on his Plaiſters, 


wraps himſelf in Furrs, and lies down on his Couch as a 
Man quite worn out with Pain and Sickneſs : When he 1s 
thus prepared, Voltore is admitted, who brings with him 
2 a huge 
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a huge Piece of Plate; then Corbaccio makes his Viſit, 
and as ſoon as the other is gone off, plucks a large Bag of 
Gold from under his Coat as an Offering to the ſick Man, 
Nothing can be more pleaſant than this Scene.—The 
old Wretch can ſcarce walk yet expects to outlive Yo/pone, 
and riot with the Wealth he ſhall bequeath him: Maſca 
abuſes him to his Face, yet he cannot hear him, and after 
telling him. as he did the other, that his Patron has made 
his Will, and left him ſole Executor, gets him off, in 
order to introduce Corwino, who brings two Jewels of 
great Value; he is deceived the ſame Way alſo, and Vol- 
pene pretending to be aſleep, Maſca gets rid of him, and 
they renew their Mirth at the cozen'd Fools, who think. 
themſelves happy in having the Tribute they have brought 
accepted, AL | 
But this is in a Manner only opening the Plot: Neg. 
ca afterwards diſplays his Abilities in a moſt extraordinary 
Manner. — He manages Corbaccio, by inſpiring him 
with ſome Fears that Yo/tore and ſome others, who, he 
tells him, have done great Things for his Patron, may 
come in for a Share of his Wealth, that he prevails on 
the old Wretch to diſinherit his only Son Bonario, and 
give his. whole Eſtate to Yolpone, thereby to outdo all 
is Rivals in his Favour, and engage him to bequeath 
him every thing. | 8 
Volpone, in the mean time having heard of the Beauty 
of Celia, Wife to Corwino, diſguiſes himſelf like a Moun- 
tebank, and mounts a' Stage oppoſite her Window, where 
he has the Opportunity of ſeeing her, is es much charm- 
ed with her as a Man of his Temper can be, but enough 
to be impatient to enjoy her, which Gratification Meſca 
alſo undertakes to 1 for him, though nothing has 
the Appearance of greater Difficulty, Cervino being ſo 
extremely jealous of her, that he never ſuffers her to ſtir 
abroad without himſelf is with her, and always locks her 
into her Chamber, when he goes out. He had catched 
her at the Window looking at the Tricks of the ſuppo- 
ſed Mountebank, and reproached her for it in the 
moſt bitter Terms, as well as rendered her Confine ment 
more cloſe, yet does Moſea, in ſpite of all theſe impedi-' 
ments, undertake to bring her to his Patron, and accom- 
pliſhes his Deſign by this Means. 7 


* 


„Wits how to render his Accuſation of no Effect. 


J 

He tells Corwino, that Volpone is ordered by his Phyſi- 
ans to have a young Woman to lie by his Side, and that 
a certain Doctor has offered his only Daughter, a moſt 
beautiful Virgin, for that Purpoſe, hinting at the ſame 
Time that he could not chuſe but bequeath him a very 
great Legacy for ſo extraordinary an Act of Friendſhip. 
vino, who hopes to be ſole Heir, and cannot ſuffer any 
Part of thoſe Treaſures he expects to be Maſter of ſhall 
be given to another, ſuffers his Avarice to get the better 


of all that Jealouſy of Honour, which till now he has teſ- 


tified, and not only makes a voluntary Reſignation of his 
Wife during FoÞone's Pleaſure, but brings her himſelf to 
his Chamber.—The r Lady, who is truly virtuous, is 
almoſt diſtracted when ſhe finds to what End, weeps, en- 
treats, conjures her Huſband not to betray her in this cruel 
Manner, vows ſhe will rather die than ſuffer a Violation of 
this Kind, but all in vain, he has determined. to make her 
the Sacrifice of his ſordid Aim, and aſſured by Moſca, that 
this will ſecure to him the whole of what he wiſhes, leaves 
her to be treated as Yo/pone ſhall think proper. 

But before this happens, Mo/ca has met Bonario, and 
told him that his Father is about to diſinherit him, which 
the young Gentleman not believing, he offers to place him 
where he ſhall hear him read his Will and Conveyance ; 
this Bonario conſenting to, the other puts him into a 
Cloſet in Volpone's Chamber, expecting Corbaccio to come 


| ſoon, but the Haſte Corwino is in of preſenting his Wife, 


and being beforehand with the Doctor, bringing him 
ſomewhat before the Time, Bonario is Witneſs to the Di- 
ſtreſs of Celia, and when Yo/pone, thinking himſelf ſafe, 
jumps from his Couch, throws off his Searcloths, and is 


about to -raviſh her, ruſhes out from his Concealment, 


beats Volpone, and carries her out of the Houſe : Corbac- 
cio enters immediately after, and Moſca tells him his Son 
has been there, broke into the Houſe by Violence, ex- 
pecting to have found him there, and murdered him, to 

vent his diſinheriting him ——This ſo enrages the old 

an, that he reſolves never to ſee him more. Yolpone 
and Maſca are however in very great Agitations that their 
Villainy is thus laid open to Bonario, not doubting but 
he will complain of them to the Senate, bend their whole 


Maſca 


x ; 
* 
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© Moka's fertite Invention now flands much their Friend; 


he tells Yo/tore the Advocate, that he having perſuaded 
old Q Faceio to make his Will, aud leave all to Vapor, 
in order that he, Yoltore, ſhoùld enjoy the Eſtates of 
both; to make it more ſure, he had acquainted Bunario 
with his Father's Intention, in hope he would murder him 
out of Revenge, which de attempted to do, and failing 
in, a had 1 dennis to ſwear # Rape 
againſt Folpone, a join Wit him pretendin they had 
deteed . an Impoſtor. All Fits Jene, hellere 
and goes to the Scruteris, a Court of : Juſtice ſo called, in 
order to proſecute Bonario and Celia, and ſo render what 
they have to ſay invalid. Moſca then perſuades Corvino 
to accuſe his Wite of Adultery, to the End it niay notbe 
believed he introduced her to /s/pone, and to ſtrengthen 
what they intend to urge againſt that innocent Lady, 
another Stratagem is made uſe ß. 
Sir Politickh Wou'd be, an Englſs Gentleman, who, 
imagining himſelf obnoxious to the Government, is fled 
to Venice fot Protection, with his Lady, and is one of 
thoſe who expect Matters from the Death of 'Yo/- 


yore, is alſd of Vie do Meer at this Juncture: He tells his 


Lady that he has ſeen her Huſband in a Gondaln with 
a handſome Courtezan 4 ſhe fired with Jealouſy pur- 
ſues him, where he was ſaid to be, hut in her way meets 
him, and one Peregrine; a young Gentleman, who is on 
his Travels for Improvement: She who is a little like her 


Huſband, and ſuſpects a Plot in every- Thing, | will needs 


have it that Pereprine is a Woman in Man's hs, and 
ker reviling both him and her Huſband, makes a 4 
entertaining Scene: Moſca, however, breaks it off, by tel- 
ling her the Woman who has wronged her is at that Inſtant 
at the Seruterio under Examination before the Judges, 
and adviſes her to go there, and put in her Accuſation, 
which in the Heat 955 her jealous * * ſhe complies with, 
and Celia is both by her huſband and this Woman brand- 
ed in the Court of Judicature as a common Proſtitute, and 
Bonario judged guilty of an Intention to murder his Fa- 
ther, who appears and ſwears againſt him. The ſuppoſed' 
Criminals inſiſt on Volpone's being ſent for, which with 
much ada is at length granted, but his Preſence, to all 
Appearance, impotent and half-dying, convinces all the 
N Advocate; 
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. Advocates that Cælia is no leſs guilty than her Huſband, 
Lady Wou'd be and Moſea, ſays the is; it not being likely 
ſuch a Man could be capable of attempting a Rape, and 
both Bonario and the Wife of Corwino are ſent to Priſon 
till proper Puniſhment can be thought on for them, 

Vaolpone and Moſca now exult, and are perfectly wanton 
in their Succeſs ; the former is not content with revelling 
in his own Houſe, having his Eunuch, Hermaphrodite, 
and Dwarf, ſing, dance, and Play Tricks before him, he 
muſt alſo torment his Benefactors, and ſhew them the Loſs 
of all their Hopes ; he therefore makes a Will, in which 
he puts down Maſca for his ſole Heir, and when Voltore, 

Corbaccio and Corwino, with Lady Wou'd be, come, ac- 
cording to their Cuſtom, they find him taking an Inven- 
tory. of all the Goods: They are amazed, but he ſhews 
them the Will, tells them Yo/pore is dead, and when they 
begin to grow clamorous, he reproaches each of them 
with their ſeveral Faults, and the Artifices they have made 
uſe of in hope of being Heirs, then bids. them leave the 
* Houſe, which now he ſays is his. After are gone, 

he puts on Volpone s Habit of Clari//imo, the Mag- 

afico himſelf, being diſguiſed like a Commendatori, they 
| walk the Streets of Venice, and u hen they meet any of 
the-Perſons, who have been gulled, and diſappointed by 
them, inſult and rally in the moſt inſolent Terms they 


can invent Volpone is highly delighted with this Sport, 


but it coſts him very dear in the End. 
. | Meſea being thus conſtituted his Heir in Jeſt, reſolves to 
make it turn to his great Advantage in Earneſt. He turns 
all the Servants out of the Houſe, and takes the Key himſelf, 
deſigning either to make him ſhare wich him, or murder 
him, and ſo get all. But before he has an Opporunity to 
ſpeak to him on this Head, Yo/tore incenſed at the Treat- 
ment of the new Magnifico, goes to the Court, where Bo- 
naria and Celia are a —— Time brought to receive their 
Sentence, and confeſſes he was wrought upon by Meſca to 
plead againſt them; Corbaccio ard Corwino, who are pre- 
ſent, being fearful what they have done will come to Light, 
pretend to the Court that Yo/tore is poſſeſt with an evil 
Spirit, and there enſues a comical Conteſt on this Score, 
till Voltone comes into Court diſguiſed, and whiſpers J al. 
| tare 
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- fore to take care what he ſays, for to his certain Know- 
ledge Yolpone is alive, and that all Maſca has done was but 


an Artifice to try him: On this Yo/tore takes the Hint the 
others have given, and falls down as a Man who 1 in- . 
deed ſomething ſupernatural within him. | 

Volpone then, whom no one knows in the Habit he is in, 
acquaints the whole Court that himſelf is living, and that 
Maſca only pretended his Death, to ſee how his Friends 
would 4 on the hearing it. The Advocates are in 
the utmoſt Amazement at all theſe Contradictions, and the 
Affair of Celia and Bonario is yet in Suſpence, till the Mat- 
ter can be more fully cleared. 

Maſca, who alone can unriddle this myſterious Affair, j 
is ſent for, who, when he comes, aſſures them that Yolpone, 
his late Patron, is. effectually dead.————Polpene, w. 1 
now convinced of the Villainy of this Paraſite, whiſpers 
to him, and offers him y, but the other will not ac- 
cept it, and ſill in affirming that he is dead, —— 
On which Ye/pone tells him he have the full half of 
all he is worth in the World, yet does not this content 
that rapacious and Slave, and he on in his 
formen Aſſeveration. On which Yo/pone not able to brook 
his Inſolence, chuſes rather to ſubject himſelf to the Chaſ- 
tiſement of the Court for the Deception he has put upon 
the World, than ſuffer ſuch a Wretch to triumph in his 
Fall, diſcovers himſelf at once, and confeſſes all that he 
has done by the Aſſiſtance of that faithleſs wicked Fel- 
low. Bonario and Celia are now fully cleared, Cor- 
baccio is ordered to be confined in a Monaſtery during 
Life, and his whole Eſtate given to his Son. —Corvino 
is to be rowed round Venice with Aſs's Ears upon his Head, 
then ſent to the Berlino: Celia is to return to her Father 
with her Dowry trebled, and Voltare is condemned to per- 
petual Baniſhment, As for the two grand Criminals, 
Moſca is ſentenced to be 5 __ then to ſerve a 
tual Priſoner in the Gall Volpone, as he has im- 
poſed upon Mankind b igned Sickneſs, is to be chain- 
ed in Mſon till he bas 5 Reality all the Diſcaſes he had 
feigned, and his whole Eſtate confiſcated for the Uſe of 
hy | hs an 

ut while the d Buſineſs of the Play is carryin on, 
there are Sd rs divertin — between Sir 8 
on 


bacs . 


Weed be and Perigrine——The Kniglit fancying himſelf 
of great Conſequence, is always under Apprehenſions of 
the State, and Peregrine being a Man of Wit, reſolves to 
have ſome Diyerfion with him; and having conſulted 
| O_o Merchants his Friends, what to do, 
2 comes to his Houſe, tells him that he is inform - 
ſor certain, that there is a Warrant out a him, on : 
wich he is in a terrible Conſternation, and orders himſelf to 
be denied to all Company.—Preſently the Merchants come 
as Officers of the Government, on which he is frighted 
beyond. Meafure,: —Peregrine perſuades him to hide 
himſelf in a Cheſt, on which he bethinks him of a huge 
Taettoife-ſhell, under Which he. c „and the ſuppo 80 
Emiſſaries of the State are who . pref; * 
him out, and after baving ee kim aloft to Death, 
h heartily at him. and go off | 
he doubts not but this will be made a ablick Jeſt, 
and. he ſhall be the Scorn of all he meets, he — to quit 
Venice for ever with his Lady, ho is alſo glad to go 
from a Place where ſhe has received ſo great a Diſappoint- 
ment in the ſuppoſed Death and Teſtament of Vol os 
And-thus ends a Play extremely ng in 1 | 
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Ir all the Pls ht nk eee mn non per 
was ever ſo juſtly-named, or had ſuch a Variety 5 
Incidents in ſo ſhort a Time ; which is ſuppoſed to — no 
longer than that of the Preſentation ; but this admirable 
Au or had the Art of * the moſt improbable E- 
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vents appear as natural and unavoidable, as his Characters 


are new and entertaining. | 

Lady Wikfort a Widow far advanced in Years, re- 
tains all the Inclinations of Youth :——S$he has the Guar- 
dianſhip of her Niece. Millamant, a celebrated Beauty, and 


vain and affected to a ſuperlative Degree, yet not without 


Senſe and good Nature. Mirabel, a young Gentleman, 
whoſe Fortune is entirely dependant on an Uncle, is very 
much in Love with her, and in order to get himſelf. in- 
troduced to her, has feigned a Paſſion for her Aunt. Mrs. 
Fainall, Daughter to Lady Wi/bfort, had formerly an A- 
mour with him, but they growing mutually cool to each o- 
ther, ſhe had married Mr. Fainal] an I —— of Mirabel s, 
and a Man of no Fortune; therefore to prevent him from 
waſting her Eſtate, which was very conſi iderable, ſhe pri- 
vately made a Deed of Gift of it to Mirabel, with whom: 
ſhe. ſtill continues a Friendſhip, and aſſiſts him all ſhe can 
in his Deſigns on her Coufin Millamant. Mrs. Marewead,. 
a Prude, is ſecretly ke ept by Fainall, but is in Love with 
Mirabel, and being a Woman of a great Share of Wit and 


Cunning, traverſes all the 157 he lays; for the Ac- 


compliſhment of his Wiſhes. She diſcovers to 
Lady Vigfore the Deception he is endeavouring to put: 
upon her, and by that Meaps gets him forbid the Houſe, 
and at the ſame Time, ingratiates herſelf ſo-much into-the 
old i s good Graces, ſhe takes her Advice in every 


F this is previous to the Play, and is the Foundation 
of the following Scenes, the firſt of which preſents us with: 
2 and Fainall at a Chocolate Houſe, who by their 

iſcourſe, let the Audience into the chief Characters. 
After this we find that #Faitwe//, Servant to the former, 
is juſt married to Mrs. Foible, Woman to Lady Vit fort; 
his Maſter has formed a Deſign to make this Fellow paſs 
for his Uncle Sir Rowland, — addreſs the old Lady * 
Marriage, but to prevent him from carrying the Im 
on farther than he would have him, obliges 2 5 
become the | Huſband of Fable. In the mean Time, Sir. 
Wilful Witwoud, Nephew to Lady Wiſefort, and on whom 
ſhe intends to beſtow her Niece Millamant, comes to Town, 
but has not a Soul capable of any ſoft Impreſſions, and 


W himſelf into bis raees, eaſily) | 
g himſe good — 
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2 him from the Thoughts of Marriage. His 
j 


Brother Mr, Vitauoud, a Fop, contributes to height- 
en ſome Scenes, but has no other Buſineſs in the Play, any 
more than Petulant, who being of a quite contrary Hu- 
mour, tho' both of them great Pretenders to Wit, give 
2 for a moſt excellent Satyr on the fine Gentlemen of 

ge. 

Mirabel, by Appointment, meets Foible in the Park, in 
order to give her ſome Inſtructions concerning Waitzvel!'s 
paſſing for Sir Rowland ; Marwood paſſing that Way, ſees 
them together, and runs to acquaint Lady i/fort of it; but 
Foible on her Return home, and being cenſured by her Lady 
for having ſpoke to a Man to whom ſhe has ſuch an Aver- 
fion, has the Artifice to turn even this unlucky Acci- 
dent to the Advantage of their Plot ; ſhe owns ſhe talk- 
ed with him, and that he ridiculed her Ladyſhip, and 
then adds, that after parting with him, ſhe ſaw Sir Row- 
land, who is juſt coming to wait upon her, being diſtract- 
edly in Love with her ; on which Lady Mißfort, equally 
to be revenged on Mirabel. and to gratify her own In- 
clinations of getting a Huſband at any Rate, reſolves to 


be contraſted to him that very Evening: Then goes off 
mm order to receive him. Mrs. Fainalk 2 


reſently comes 
in, and Foible relates to her the Succeſs of their Af. 
fairs, all which, Marwood being in a Cloſet in the ſame 
Room overhears, and reſolves to circumvent their Plot, 
and having found out there has been an Amour between 
Mirabel and Mrs. Fainal!, acquaints the Huſband with it, 


and alſo that ſhe had only married him as a Cover, with- 
is — . leaſt Grain of Inclination, on * = though 
. equally guilty himſelf, he is all Rage and Impatience, 
s us to be revenged, by ſelling her Eftate, and retire 


with Maroed, and live upon the Money; but this artful 
Woman, who has more at Heart the breaking off the 
Match between Millamant and Mirabel, whom ſhe yet 


loves, than retiring with Fainall, whom ſhe only pretends 
to love, prevails on him to take other Meaſures, which 


are to acquaint the old Lady with her Daughter's Con- 
duct, threaten to part with her, and expoſe her to the 
World, unleſs ſhe comes to a compoſition, and ſettles on 
him not only her whole Eſtate, but alſo that Moiety 
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with her Approbation. This he agrees to, not ſte- 


marry . 
ing that he himſelf is all this while made the Dupe of her 
revenge on Mirabel for her {lighted Paſſion, 


Having worked up Fainall to proceed in this Manner, 
Marwoed writes a Letter to Lady W:/fort, as from an un- 
known Friend, to acquaint her with the whole Hiſtory of 
the Impoſition intended to be put upon her. This is 
delivered while the pretended Sir Row/and is with her, 


whom ſhe has conſented to marry, but on the Receipt of 


this Admonition is ftartled : He will needs ſee it, affects 
to be in a great Rage, tells her it is a Contrivance of his 
Nephew Mirabel's to break the Match, fearing he ſhould 
have a Child, and thereby be diſappointed of inheriting the 
Eſtate, to which, without that, he is immediate Heir. 
The Lady, however, is not quite convinced, and the 
feigned Knight offers to go home and fetch a black Box, 
in which he tells her are the Writings and Rent-Roll of 


his Eſtate, ſo ſhe promiſes to ſuſpend her Judgment till 


his Return. Marwood, however, reveals all to her, and 
Fainall, in the mean Time, gets Waitwwe!ll ſeized for an 
Impoſture, as he is going out of the Houſe. Lady 
Wi/#fort is in a violent Paſſion with Foible, for having been 
aſſiſting in the deſigned Deception, and threatens to ſend 
her to Jayl ; but her Paſſion 1s infinitely increaſed, when 
Fainall accuſes her Daughter of having had an Intrigue 
with Mirabel, and ſwears he will be divorced, if ſhe does 
not make over her whole Eſtate to him. Mrs. Fainall de- 
nies all, and in Return accuſes her Huſband of an Amour 
with Marwood, and of his l her out of her For- 


tune, he having nothing Lady „ iſtfort 
does not well ae whic 


$-OWN. 

to believe "bit Fainall con- 
tinuing reſolugyin-his Determination, 'ſhe'3s\about to con- 
ſent to his 5 - rather than have her darling 
Daughter expoſed in a/pablick Court of Judicature ; but 
Millamant prevents het, by bringing in Mirabel, who of- 
fers to extricate her out of this Labyrinth, provided ſhe 
will forgive what he has done, and beſtow her Niece up- 
on him. — To the firſt of theſe ſhe readily agrees, 
bat tells him it is not in her Power to comply With the 
latter, becauſe ſhe has already promiſed that young Lady 
t o her Nephew, Sir Villful, whom Mirabel has be- 
fore 


ww 


ore prevailed on to- * his Pretenfidld is 
- Sroughtin, ex, hy in entreating his Aunt not to hin- 


old Lady 2 provided Mirabel makes * 
Promiſe of ſhielding her . nin oþ Repuration the 
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der the Happineſs of theſe two Lovers : On which ex 


Danger ger with which her Huſband threatens it. Mirabel 
brings in Feib/s and Mincing, Millamant's Maid, 
"who both offer to depoſe upon Oath, that they ſaw Mr. 
Fainall and Mrs. Marwoed in Bed together. ——Then 
Waitwell, whom his Maſter has got out of Priſon, brin 

a Box of Writings, among which is a Deed of Gift 

by Mrs. Fainall efore her Marriage, of all her Eflate, 
real and perſonal, to Mr. Mirabel, and witneſſed by Pe- 
tulant Witwoud. The Huſband and Mrs, Marwood 
now finding themſelves ex oſed, and all their Plots de- 
feated, go off in a Rage, and Lady Wiſefort and her 


"Paughter are eaſed of their 15 The former 
readily performs her Promiſe to Mirabe 


and for 1 1 


Faible and Waitwel, which is the Cataſtrophe of a Play, 
which will always continue to pleaſe while there are * 


Vices to · expoſe. IN 
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